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THE NEW EDITION, 
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Very large Impreflion of the Firft Edi- 
tion of this Volume was fold in the courfe of 
a few months. Tranllations of it have ap- 
peared on the Continent, in feveral different 
languages^ and it has been reprinted in Ire* 
_ land and America^ 

Stimulated and flattered by fo many une- 
quivocal teftimonics of approbation^ the Pro- 
prietor was induced to extend his plan to a 
Second Volume ; the favourable receptioa 
of which has fcarcely been exceeded by that 
of the former. 

In complying with the wifhes of the Pub- 
lic^ cxprefied by a conftant demand for a 
• New Edition, neither labour nor expcncc 
;; has been fpared to render it at once correA 
^i' and complete. The articles have in general 
/•^een continued down to the prcfent time ; and 
!? fo numerous indeed have been the correc— 
^ tions, amendments and alterations, through- 
^cuit the Volume, that the New Editiou aC- 



IV PREFACE. 

fumcs^ in a great meafure, the appearance, 
and charatfler of a New Work. 

It may not be improper here to obferve, 
that none of the tears fhed Over the memory 
of thofe who fell the martyrs of principle — 
whatever were their political or religious opi- 
nions — have here been wiped away ; while at 
the fame time frcfli execrations have been 
heaped on the memories of thofe who, undei: 
the pretext of fupporting public liberty, aim- 
ed a mortal ftab at the heart of freedom, 
through the vitals of humanity. An endea- 
vour has at the fame time been made, to foar 
above the clamour of national prejudices, and 
the narrow fpirit of party politics, in order tp 
attain that liberality of fentimcnt, which an^ 
ticipatcs the decifions of impartial pofterity. 

. London^ March I, 1799. 
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Lately ha-i been publijbedy ,by R. Phillips, price 
hulf a crown eachy Three of the moji admired of the 
Plays of the celebrated Kotzebv Ey faithfully tranjlated 
ffom the German by Mifs Plumptre, viz. 

TEiE Natural Son (Lovers Vows). 

The Count of Burgundy. 

The Virgin of the Sun. 
4nd in the courfe of March will be publijhedy Two oiher 
favourite Dramas by the fame Author y viz. 

The Voluntary Sacrifice, and 

The Death of Roli<a. 
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X HE Editor of this Volume of Biogra:* 
PHicAL Anecdotes, pi-cfcnts it to the Pub- 
lic with fome degree of confidence. What- 
ever may be its literary merit, it at leaft^of- 
fefles, with refpcdl to materials, the recom- 
mendation of Novelty. No Work, eml)racing 
the fame objedl, has yet appeared either ia 
this Country, or on the Continent : it is 
therefore obvious, that the colle6lor can have 
ieen little indebted to the labours of con- 
temporaries^ and may^ without prefumption, 
lay claim to public attention on account ot 
the originality of his information. 

It may, perhaps, excite fome furprife, that 
the Editor fliould have been enabled to form 
a Work, not contemptible in lize, wholly 
confiding of original fketches of characters, 
which have, in the courfe of the French Re- 
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ydlution, ftarted in fuch vaft numbers, from 
obfcupty into eminence, and fome account 
will^ reafonably be required of the authenti- 
city of the fources froni which fuch minute 
details have been fupplied. Though various 
circumftances, which it is unneceflary to fpe- 
cify, prevent the particular mention of the. 
perfons to whom he (lands indebted for in- 
formation, he can aflure his Readers, that he 
has received ample communications from 
various well-informed Foreigners, fome of 
whom have been perfonally connedled with 
the events which they relate ; and alfo from 
JEnglifhmen, who have refided in France 
during nearly the whole period of the Revo- . 
lution. Were he permitted to add their 
names, they would refledt no fmall degree of 
refpedability upon his Work. For its authen- 
ticity, however, he can confidently vouch ; 
as he has relied, not upon vague rumour, but 
upon dire6i: information from perfons inti- 
mately conyerfant with the fa6ls, and ,well 
acquainted with the characSlers which are the 
fubjedl of thofe Memoirs. 

After the Editor's utmoft.care, it is proba- 
ble that many inaccuracies may have efcaped 
corredion. In colle^iqg fugitive informa- 

' tion. 
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tion^ ^nd recording the events of the pafling 
day, fbme indulgence for trivial overfight^ 
may be claimed. If Gallicifms fhonld fome- 
times be deteded, the Reader will have the 
candour to I'ecolledl, that a great part of the 
materials for this Work was furniflied by 
Frenchmen. Should any material errors in 
point of fa6l have efrapcd the Editor, he ear- 
neftly folicits fpeedy corrcdlion, and more 
complete information. 

In exhibiting chara6lers now, or lately 
living, it was impracticable to attempt any 
diftinft claffification, or chronological ar- 
rangement ; but an endeavour has been made 
to fupply, in fome meafure, this dcfcft, hy 
means of an Alphabetical. Table of Contents. 
Upon the intcrcfting nature of this publi- 
cation, it is wholly unneceflary to expatiate. 
Memorials of men who have borne an adlive, 
and many of them a principal part, in one of 
the greateft events in the moral and political 
hiftory of the world, muft intereft every one 
•who wifhes w-ell to his fpecics. It is impof- 
fible to recollect wuthoiit horror, that about 
one half of the perfons mentioned in this Vo- 
lume, have fallen vi6lims to political prenzy 
under the guillotine* ThQ fudden and afto- 

niftiing 
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nifhing viciffitudes of fortune, exhibited ir^ 
the coadition of individuals, afford a mod in- 
ftru6Hve leflbn to their cotemporaries. The 
dreadful wafte of human talents and virtues^ 
and alfo of humau exiftence, which has ac* 
eompanicd this grand effort for the recovery 
of political freedom, muft fill every benevo- 
lent mind with infinite regret. Nor can any 
thing relieve the painful feelings excited by " 
the firfl: part of this dillrelfing drama, but the 
" trembling hope" of a happy termination,. 
in which the vast price which has been pai(t 
for the purchafe of liberty, will be abundant-r 
ly recompenfcd in the happinefs of count-*-' 
liESS MILLIONS yet unborn. 

No, 71, St, PauVs Church'Tard^ . 
5^/>/. 24, 1797. 

Alout the middle of March will be publijhed^ a neWr 
eorreSfedy and enlarged Edition^ of the popular aim 
much approved JVorky entitled, PUBLIC CHARAC*.' 
TERS of 1798, conjijling of Biographical Memoirs ^ 
Eighty of the mojl dijlinguijhed Perfonages now Jiving^^ 
who are natives of Great Britain or Ireland^ with 
Thirty Characlerijiic Portraits, price 8j. 6d, boards.^ 
Two thoufand copies ofthefrji edition of this work wer$r 
/old within the f pace of five weeks ! 
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FRENCH REPUBLIC. 



THE DIRECTORY. 

No fooner had the French overturned the Md* 

« 

narchy, than a grand objeft prcfented itfelf to their 
confideration : this was the formation of a different 
fpecies of government. 

A model entirely new, in name, and form, but 
not in principle, was then recurred to for the ma- 
nagement of the Executive Power, and termed the 
Directory. It confifts of five. It i$ the chief, 
and fuperintendent of aH the^ other conftituted au- 
thorities ; it poffeffes the initiative, or decifion in 
tfie firft inftance, refpefting treaties of peace, or de- 
clarations of war; the management of the armies, 
and the nomination to a variety of important publitf 
employments, are alfo wiihimits fphere of aftion. 

The members, one of wtiom is chofen annually by 
the legiflature, live in great ftate at the Luxem* 
botirf, now called -the Directorial Palac«; 
leceive military honouirs after the nianner of the 
• .V#L. I. B anciefti 
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aodient kings ; are furrounded by a chofen gtiard of 
liorfe and foot ; clothed in magnificent apparel i and 
maintained ilunptuoudy at the public expence« 

• 

I. 

BARRAS. 

It is worthy of remark, that the Nobles who, at 
the beginning of the French JR^evolution, fided with 
the popular party, and made a voluntary furrender of 
their titles, belonged, in general, to the oldeft and 
moft illuftrious' houfes, while the Nobility of mu(h- 
room growth were, almoft to a man, highly in- 
dignant at finding themfelves confounded anew with 
the plebeian herd from which they had been fo re^ 
cently fet apart . * 

Paid-Fran^ois- Jean-Nicolas Barras il one of the 
former clafs. When in the Soitth of France the 
honour of fpringing from an illuftrious race was af« 
cribed to any individual, it was cufiotnary to hy 
that he was as noble as a Barras ; and of the fa« 
mily of Banas, that it was as old as the rocks of 
Provence. 

The ci-devant Vifcomte^de Barras was born at 
Foj^emphoux, iu the departqaent of the * Var, on 
the 30th of June, lySS- He commenced his mi- 
litary career at an early age, in the regiment of 
2>fagoons of I/anguedoc; and was foon after pro- 
pioted to the rank of Sub-Lieutenant in the fame 
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icorps> in which he remained tiH the yetr 1775. 
Having at that epoch made a voyage to the Ifle of 
France, of which one of his relations wait Gover« 
nor, and finding that there were -ftrong appearances 
of a war breaking out in Indir, he folicited and ob- 
tained his exchange into the regiment of Pondi«. 
cherry, and, in the courfe of the following ycai*, 
embarked for the coaft of Coromandel. 

In his voyage thither, the (hip was overtaken by 
a tremendous ftorm, ^ and driven^ in. the midft of 
midnight darknefs, upon funken rocks, at no great 
diftance from the Maldive Iflands. In that dreadful 
fituation, when the crew had abandoned themfelves 
<o defpair, Barras who ftill preferved his prefence of 
mind, roufed them from their ftupor, and revived 
their hopes. The conftraftion of a raft was unani- 
moufly refolveJ upon. A raft was accordingly 
formed; and while every body elfe hurried out of 
the fliip, which fcemed to be going to pieces, Barras 
flood looking cooHy on, and wzs one of the laft who 
fet his foot upon the floating bridge. It conveyed 
them in fafety to a fmall ifland inhabited by sa 
vages, whofe menacing demeanour kept them in 
conftant dread of having only efcaped from death in 
one fliape to meet with it in another, till, at the 
end of a month's miferable exiftence, they were fuc- 
coured, and conveyed to Pondicherry. 

After the furrender of that place, Barras, and many 
other prifoners embarked for Europe, and in their paf- 
fage home, fell in with an Englifh (hip of war, which 

B 2 unluckWy 
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imluckilyjntftook the white flag, meant to defigntie 
a cartel, for the French colours. The confequence 
was a heavy cannonade, which was kept up for a 
4ong trme, though only returned by the cries of the 
defencelefe crew. Evj^ry body ran below; the. water 
.flowed faft through the fhot-holes ; and it is proba- 
^ble that the Sartine . would foon have been fent to 
tfie bottom, \f Banas had not Milked dirough a 
ihower of balls with 2LAm\x?h\efang'froid^ and hauled 
down the fuppofed fignal of refiftance from the en* 
fign-ftafF. 

He next embarked on board Suflreln's fquadron; 
was pre&nt at the atSlion in Port Praya Bay; and 
ferved afterwards with a body of his countrymen 
under Gen. Conway, at the Cape of Good Hope. 
On his return to Paris, the fedu6lions of that capi*- 
jtal were too powerful for a man of his fouthera 
temperament, and profeflional education, to reftft. 
Amorous intrigues and gaming, the almoft excluflve 
occupations of the French military under the old 
government, by turns engaged his attention. His 
good fortune in the one way, and his bad fuccefs in 
the other, had an equal tendency to empty bis 
purfe; and are faid to have elevated him to the 
fourth ftory of an obfcure hoteL 

At length the Revolution approached, and gave 
his energies, both of body and mind, a new, if not 
a more profitable direftion. On the ever-memo- 
rable 14th of July, and lOth of Auguft, he was an 
a^ivi Citizen in the attack of the * King's CaJiU* 

and 
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and {bortly after the latter aera, was appointed, 
a* Juror of the High National' Court; but from 
diat duty he was difcharged by the interference of 
a horde of aiTaiHns, who bafely and deliberately 
murdered the prifoners at Veriailles, in their Waj^ 
from Orleans to Paris. - 

Sent as a reprefentative of th& people to the Na>- 
tional Convention : Barras joined the Jacobins and 
voted for the death of the King, though it does not 
appear that he was particularly attached to the moun« 
tain party, till after the profciiptibn of the -fv Giron*- 
difts on the 31ft of May. The events of that day 
being reported to him, by the triumphant faAion,.du'ir 
ring his abfence on a public miffion^ he was induced 
by deceptionyby weaknefs, or by neceffity, to acqui- 
efc?, if not to join, in the violent plans they purfued-- 

Several portions of the Republic faw the attack 
upon the national reprefentation in a diiferent light, r 
and refufed to fubmit to the authority of Robefpierre. 
Among thefe was ToiJon, which not only re- 
volted, but delivered up its port and (hipping to the 
e«emy, 

Barras was difpatched thither as- National Commif- 
iioner. Upon his arrival he found that a correfpondence 
was eftablifhed between- the mutineers in the fleets 

* ' Jure a la haute cour rtatmale, 

•f Notwithftanding his enmity to the party of the Girondey he 
protedleci, and ilill continues to patronifc, Bergoein, now the 
only furvlving member of that illuftrious and unfortunate depu- 
tation. . " ; •* 
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and thofe in the army afiembling at Nice; zni that 
General Brunet was preparing to follow Admiral 
Trogoff*s example, by admitting the Engliih into 
his camp. On this he immediately left the pkce in 
fearch of means to defeat the treacherous, project.- 
His purpofe was fufpefted by the^confpirators; he* 
was purfued ; the iocfin was rung in order to raife 
the country upon him ; his eftate was ravaged i a 
price was fet upon his head ; and at Pign^ns an at- 
tack was made upon his carriage: but wifh the af- 
fiftahce of his trufty fabre, and two faithful dra- 
groons, he found means to get on horfeback, and 
efcapc to St. Tropea. There he procured a boat> 
fct off for Nice in the dc»] of night, landed uncx- 
pefledlyV and ventured to arreft Genefal Brunet ia 
the midfl: ef Jiis army. 

. His exhortations having revived the patriotifm of 
the foldiers, he led them againfi Toulon, organized 
the columns that had aflembled under it'$ walk^ 
beaded that ef the left at the aflault of Fort Pharon^ 
and after two nights fighting and fatigue reftored the 
port, and part of the fhipping, to the Republic. It 
was at this fiisge that he diicovered tihe hitherto 
latent genius of Buonaparte, and by placing him at 
the htzA di the artillery, gave to France a General^ 
whole exploits were thought, for a time, to extend 

<< Beyond all'Greck) beyond all Roman fame.*^ 

On entering the town, Barras informed the Con- 
vention, ** that the only patriots he had found there^ 
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Vfire the gallij-fiaves!* This obfervation would 
leave little doubt of his having been principally^ 
ccmcerned in the cruel executions that enfued^ if 
his fubfequent condud at Marfeilles did not furniih 
a contrary prefumption. A plan having been laid 
* in that place to mafiacre the prifoners, Barras gave 
orders to arreft the authors of it, and fent them 
before the revolutionary tribunaL This was a high 
brime and mif<lenieanor in the eyes c^ the m^n 
of blood, who then doriaineered over thfi Republic* 
They accordingly recalled him, and three different 
rimes iffued warrants for his arreft, but as often coun- 
fermandted their execution, fo much did they dread the 
dFeft of tih imiiettiotis deipair and well-tried cou^ 
fajge. 

NofWidiftandtng the intimations he received- of 
his danger, he rcfufed to quit his houfc even during 
t!te night. He however provided for his defence, and 
let his enemies know that he was prepared to infliA 
ftttrth on any of their fatellites who fhould attempt 
to tafce him into cuftody. 

In order to get rid of him, they then propofed to 
ft*lld him to the army of the Rhine, but he refufed 
to go, faying that his prefence was neceflfary in the 
Convention. He proved it to their forrow— He 
was the laft fpeaker in the debate that preceded their 
punifliment on the 9th of Thermidor, as well as 
commander of the armed force which overcame the 
popularity of the Dictator Robefpierre, and the for- 
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midable cannoneers led on by the ferocious Henriot 
j«d Coffinhal* 

On two other occafions he rendered a like fervlce 
to the Convention : when the Fduxbourg St. Antoinej 
by the infligation of the remaining terrorifts, broke 
into the hall, and murdered Ferrand, a reprefenta- 
tive of the people ; and when feme of the (eviions of 
Paris oppofed the decrees by which it was determin- 
ed that two-thirds of the old legiilature fhould enter 
into the compoiition of the new. 

.JEIowever this^ay be, th^ value of his alBIlance 
€>n the 13th of Vendemiaire,was fo conipicuous in the 
cjres of the legiflativebody> that it was the immedi** 
ate caufe of hi s obtaining a feat in the dire<^or}r,^ 
which he filled, as he did his former employments^ in 
defiance of a lavt^, excluding the relations of emi- 
grants- from all places of truft.* 

His public conduct fince his elevation to the firft 
foBi in the Republic, has been fo implicated in that 
of bis colleagues, that it is difficult to feparate the 
due portion of praife or reproach that belongs to 
liim* From his deciflve chara6ler, however, it may 
be affirmed without hazard, that he had a large fhare 
in the meafures which have recently occaficmed the 
expulfion of two of thofe colleagues, and their fubfe- 



♦ His brother, a knight of Malta, died while ferving in the 
Prince of Condi's army. It w^s faid, alfo, that he was within the 
age prefcribed by law tor a dire^or, but the produdion of the cof 
ti&cate of bis baptifm refuted the latter charge. 
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tfatent tranfportatioiHdongwith a number of members' 
Off die legUtative body. Indeed, it is now well known, • 
that it was he who invrted a detachment of the- 
army to the- neighbourhood of Paris;- that he alfo-. 
hrought Hoche thither with a view to ftrike adeci- 
five blow againft hisa^verCirtes, and diat after beings 
foiled in his firft attempt, through the jealoufy of the 
Council of Five Hundred, he fucceeded at length, 
by means of his well known perfevcrance and intre- 
pidity. 

The fuccefs that has cr6wned Barrlas in (o many* 
enterprifes, . and his efcape from fo many dangers, 
will naturally be attributed to an uncommon (hare: 
of good- fortune; but ^.gjreat part of* both is 
no doubt due to that ftrerigtif^of nerve, that found* 
nefs of judgement, and that fpeed of decifion, 
which render a man, in a manner, the mafter 
of events. This vigour of mind is accompanied,, 
probably produced, by great vigour of body. 

Barras is tall, robuft, and handfome, and when 
at a public feftival he is adorned with the Diredlorial 
robe of purple, the fcarlet mantle, and a plume of 
tricoloured feathers, . his figure is altogether noble 
and commanding ; his fkin, however, is of a yellow 
hue, a circumftance which has not efcaped the ob- 
fervation and fatire of the Royalift faftion. 

Abufed by one party and panegyrifcd by ano- 
ther, he is allowed on all hands to poflefs more 
genius than learnings and more aftivity than in- 
formation. His manners, without having the daz- 
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sling polifb of the old courts are on the Whole pre* 
pofTeffing; and though fpeaking Itttle himfelf, he 
excels in the art of making other people betrajr their 
iiecrets and contmuntcate their loiowledge. 

Nature,' in a word^ has made him a great inaQ 
without the aid of artificial acquirements.* 

n. 

M£RLIN OF DOUAY, 

From a poor hovel, has attained the fifth flians 
df a tbroitir, in the mofl powerful nation on the 
globe : fotj his father was a cottager at Anchiem, 
a village about feven miles from Douay. 

In the Abbey of Ancheim, Merlin, while a boy, 
was placed as a fervaht : he attended the Monks 
when peribnhirtg mafs, and was alfo an Enfant di 
Chamr^ or Chorifler. He^ however, refided among 
the domeflics, and on extraordinary occadons waited 
on company in the dining-room. 

• ** J> ^us grand et It plin bel bomme farm't let cinq direEleurs^ tfi 
Bar r as. // ^ agrcabh et gat enfociet/\ mats des que le danger de la. 
fatrU taffelle au combat y il efi tm des plus braves d/fenfeurs de la Re^ 
^bGqut, 

, << Jls*e/i acqids furtout €ette rotation a la derniere /mettte dt^feBions^ 
le 1^ Fendemaire, (5 O^obre,) a laquelle il a I'obligation de fa place d$ 
Direffeurf apres le refus de Sieves et l*omj/pon du profond Cambaceres, 

" BarraSf qui dirigt ^ prefint le departement de la police^ itait un 
oJieierdtfihigM/par fin intr^piStey d'unefamUlt d*aneien mbleje miRtMn 
de Provenctt Son $tule U yt/nrnte de Barras, s^etat aujjji dt/Hngu/ 
iommeun brave gaerrier, {s^c/* —Fragments fur ParUy parF.J. L. 
lideyer^ L.L.I>. torn. i. p. 220. 
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Being a fmart, ready lad, a Monk k'lndly under- 
tock to teach him to read ; and perceiving that he 
bad a great inclinadon to improve, perfuaded 
the Brotherhood to fend him to the College of 
Douay. In this femtnary he foon diftingutflied him- 
felf in the moft honourable manner among his fellow 
fhidents. 

The Monks of Ancheim wi(bed to make a prieft 
of him ; he however entreated that they woiild per- 
Biit him to ftudy law. The Brotherhood accordingly 
allowed him to follow his inclination; and, during 
d)e period of his-ftudies, fupplied him with what- 
ever mon^y he wanted. 

' As foon as he ws^ admitted a Counfellor in di9 
Parliament of Douay, his old -benefadors intrufted 
him with the condud of the affairs of their Abbey; 
and obtained the fame office for him from the Chap- 
ter of Cambray> the revenues of which, being very 
confiderable, produced him a handfome income.— « 
In fhort, fo well were the Monks iatisfied with his 
conduft, that they brought about an union between 
bim and a lady of great property, who was fifter to 
one^rf the Brotherhood. After being fettled in this 
comfortable manner, they procured him, partly by 
purchafe and partly by intereft, the office of Secret- 
tary to thg King ; wiiich however was attended with 
no other advantages than that of rendering his family 
noble, after twenty years retention. 

At the eledion of the States General, he was 
nominated Deputy for the Tiers Etat of French 
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Flanders ; a clrcumftance that roufed die envy of 
his colleagues, who were accuftomed to call hint 
VEcerveU Merlin. When he firft arrived at Pansy 
he took a fecond floor for himfelf and his wife, it» 
one of the ftreets near the Palace Royal. 
' Though retired in appearance, he often received 
viflts from Mirabeau, and other members; and 
fooh found means to diftingutfh himfelf, by a^ng^ 
a very briUiant part In the Committee of Feodality;^ 
It was he, indeed, who firft propofed the equal di-i 
vifion of the paternal inheritance among all the: 
children^, in oppoiidon to the barbarous pra£liGtt 
adopted by vanity and fan£tion6d by cuftom, in con-t 
fequence of which, the whole patrimony was fquaa* 
dered on the eldeft fon. < 

Merlin, as well as Camus, is indebted for all he 
poiTefTes to the Church ; and, like him too, he be^ 
came one of its greateft enemies; for having 9 
complete knowledge of ecdefiaftical affairs, -he wa» 
the better enabled to denounce its corruptions and 
abu&s. 

At the end of the firft afTembly,. the Department 
of Paris offered him a chair in its tribunal, but ho 
^fufed it and accepted a fimilar fituation in that of 
Douay, obferving '^that the place of his nativit]!^ 
demanded and had a right to the preference." 

When the Convention was convoked, Merlin was 
•nee more eledled a deputy, by his former conftituit 
^nts^ but he was little heacd of during the reign of 
the Girondifts* When the revolutionary governbr 
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ihent took ptace> he moved tfie famous decree of 
the 17th September, relative to fufpeSfed per/on s^znX 
the no lefe famous Taw of the 7th Nivofey concern*- 
ing the equal fucceffion of fons to- the* inheritance of 
dieir parents. 

No *fooner was the fSi^on of Rbbefpierre over-;- 
thrown^ than Merlin became a member of the Com« 
Hiittee of PuHic- Safety, and fuperintended the im-- 
portant department of foreign aflairs. It was he 
who fupervked the correfj>bndtnce between the com^ 
mittee and M..Barthelemy, lately one of the Direc- 
torsj and then: a deplbmatic ^enr in Switzerland^ 
felative*to fome hegociatibns for a partial peace; 
k was he alfo> who prefentcd the foreign mihifters* 
tD the Convention. His fpeech on introducing. 
Quirini, the. Venitian ambaflador is much cele- 
brated. 

When the French were defeated, by MarccKal de 
Glairfait, on the right bank of the Rhine, during 
the autumn of ^795, Mferlin accufed- Carnot, as 
the original caufe of that difaftcr, the latter having* 
iflued orders, in exprefe oppofition to the general opi- 
nion of the committee^ that Pichegru fhould pafs that 
river, without calculating the -dangers he might be 
expofed to from the want of provifions. He had 
" alfo adifpute with Boifiy d'Anglas, another member 
of the fame committee, on his oppofition to the union . 
of Belgium with the French Republic. 

On the organization of the new conftitutiony 
Merlin was eleftcdMimftcrof Jufticci inconfequence 
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of thiSf the Royal ifts gave him the nicknaiat of 1$, 
chancelur d* Jgueffiau* Being.placed foon after m aji«% 
other confpicuous department,* they obfenred ^^ that 
the author of the law agamft fufpeded perfonSy was 
alone worthy of being entrufted with the ^/iV/of thi! 
Republic !'' In (hort| ereiy thing done by htm is 
termed in deriiion by the Royalifts^ a mirlinaJt ! 

Notwithftanding this, on the 8th of September^ 
1797, he was invefted with the Dife£torial purple^ 
in the room of Barthelemy, who had been bft- 
nifhed. 

Merlin is of a fliort flature and dark complexion* 
t{\% drefs is plain, and his exterior befpeaks much 
modefty. He is about 45 years c^ age* 
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REVEILLIERE LEPAUX, 

formerly called La Reveilliere de VEpauie. 

It is with the qualities q£ men's minds ; as Wttft 
the natural produdlions of the earth. Every paltry 
pebble obtrudes itfelf upon the ey^ while gold and 
diamonds lie hid beneath the fur&ce. 

Before the Revolution, the natne and aierit of 
Reveillere Lepaux were unknown^ or lioitted at 
leaft to a very narrow circle; He was bom, Auguft 
25, 1753, at Montaigne, in the department of La 
Vendee, and received his education at Angeris* 
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After hsring compkted a cour iie of kgd fludiet, he 
repaired tx> Paris, with the intention of prz£tiftng 
as an advocate; but he foon abandoned the bar, wbea 
)|e found that integrity was an impediment, and jHn« 
proteded talents no paflport to fucceis* 

On his return to his native province, he devoted his 
lei&re to the ftudy dF natural hiflory ; and was fuccef- 
flvely the founder of a botanical garden, and the profef- 
for of botany, at Angers, where he reiided four months. 
of the year, during which he delivered ledures* 
The reft of his time he fpent with, his &mily at an 
eftate which he poflefled in a fmall village called 
V Faye, fituated upon the banks of the river Layon. 

In this phllofophical fyftem of life he perfeveredl, 
till he was chofen a Deputy to the National Aflem* 
bly, of which he was rather an ufeful than a fhining 
member, having fcarcely ever rendered himfelf re- 
markable, unlefs by the vehemence with which he 
oppofed the pretenfions of the clergy and nobles, and 
demanded their union with the third eftate. 

After the diffblution of the Conftituent Aflembly, 
he was appointed Adminiftrator of the department 
of the Maine and Loire. At that time the difcon- 
tent of the inhabitants of La Vendee was beginning 
to manifeft itfelf, and even then announced the ex- 
plofion which afterwards took place. With a view 
to prevent it, he formed a fociety of patriots, who 
went about preaching the principles of liberty, at 
fairs and wakes. But the Royalifts, who had 
alfa their mifEonaries, prevailed j and Reveilliere 
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and his aflfocia^es would have been murdered^ 
if fome of die militaqr had not iiiterfered in dieir^ 
defenca 

' When the National Convention was convoked^* 
he was elected a Member, and voted both for the.* 
Republic and the'- death of the King ^^ This did 
not prevent his^ becoming obnoxious to the fmuntaim 
party, who bated his ftubborn temper, and^dreadeo; 
Iris penetrating eye.- 

His prihdpal'ofFence VTas a paper called' /^ Crom^" 
wellifin^y publifbed in the Chronique de Parisy and' 
figned with 'Ms name,* in whidi he very happily* 
compared the Parifian demagogues to Cromwell'st 
levellers, and {hewed how well he had divined their 
ambitious* and tyrannical- defigns; A few months? 
after,. when they were completely triumphant, he» 
refigned his feat; and- knowing, well-that he* hadv 
finned beyond thie'meafure'offorgivenefs, fled fronv 
PariSi though he was not one of the members for- 
mally profcribcd. During the reft of Robefpierre*i. 
rqjgn, he wandered about from- hiding-place to hid- 
ing-place, with not only his own head under the 
axe of the guillotrne^ but thofe ofhis friends who* » 
kindly afforded him* an afyliim; 

A« foon as Robefpierre was dead, Keveilliere re- 
appeared among the living, and refumed his fituation^ 

* It was .Lepaux who moved and carried the famous decree of > 
the 19th November 1792* which was ordered to be printed in aU • 
language?, and held out an ofFtr of fraternity to all cpprcfled na-> 
tiOAS who were deiirovs to become free. . 
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in the Convention : where he was greatly inftru- 
mental in completing the Conftitution> and in car«» 
lying it into eiFeS^ An ambitious fadion, making 
a pretence of the commotions that took place on the 
13th Vendemiaire, propofed to ftop the elefiionsy 
and to poftpone the new fyftem of Government. 
Reveilliere turned towards them: ** What I** (aid he, 
" do wretches like jrou want to reign ?** 

^^ Do I not fee in the midft of you a man, who 
after ordering a female to be ftripped naked, had 
her (hot in cold blood ?" His threat to name the 
perfon he alluded to reduced them to filence* 

The conflderation he enjoys among his country- 
men, was fully proved when he was ele£l;ed a Menv- 
ber of the Dire£l;ory. In the Council of Ancients, 
out of two hundred and eighteen votes, he had twa. 
hundred and fixteen. Since his elevation to the 
high dignity he now enjoys, he has been remarkable 
for his induftry, moft of the proclamations iffued 
by the Diredory, in critical circumftances, being 
the produiStioi^ of his pen. 

In private life, the character of Reveilliere Lepaux 
has always been irreproachable, and in his public 
fituation, calumny has never attached itfelf to his 
name. 

To a confiderable knowledge of botany, he joins 
a tafte for the faiences, literary talents of no mean 
account, and a certain portion of eloquence. His 
conflitution is weak^ bis complexion (allow > and 
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itk f^tfon dSnsAnatwe^ In confeqoeiice of the laft 
cf Hh^ ddfe£b, a ftoot was offerdl fahn Id ftand 
H^n at feme public feftivaU No 1 £ud he^ alliiding 
16 bis eminent fituation in the Republic, and to hia 
yngit of afnbition ; No t ^^ Je ne ^hux fas itrefluf 
grmnd qut je ne fuis f* I wifh not to be fliore ele* 
vaiied than J am at prefent. 

His friends afiert that he remains in ofice firom 
fAskclfie alone, and that he pants for peace ia ovder 
te' enjoy cbmefttc happinefs and retirement amidft 
ht^ cUrldfieA^ his plants, and his books* 

IV. 
R£Wfi£XL« 

< |ff All Rtwraax was born at Colniak',. k rn6i 
and being: bred to the bar, attained conftdendild tmi* 
l^^de aar an Advocate m the Sovereign Court of 
Alfaoe. Long before the RevolHtion^ be difeDvered 
Mf^ attachment to the principles of jvftiee^ 
% giving his profeflidnal affiftance to the indivju 
duals and villages aggricvwl by the prii- 
Tilegcd orders ; rather than to the Nffhh Chs^srs^ 
t6 tfie Sovereign CounGJl, and to the German 
Prtnees, who retained pofleffions in France, adthottgh 
they often aflced the aid of his pen^ and of his do-^ 
cfietice, in fiipport of their arbitrary pretenfi6ns« 
On no occafion did he gain greater credit dian by 
jikading Ait^efsfully at Paris, agatnft the late DuIm 
4f Wjrtemberg, wW wns defuroiis oi incre^frng tho 
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burthen of C$rvw *,wh\ch his wiietcbtd .peafants. 
were already obliged to bear* 

This difpofition of Rewbell was nbt overlo^ced 
by the people^ wbea the government) m its doU^, 
blind) and decrepit) #afi obliged to bsg the nacion^ 
fo often mal^treated) to lead it along. On diit- oe* 
cafion he was ele£led a Member of the States Gc^ 
jneral) and diftinguidied' himftlf io that brilliant^ 
crowd) where great talents were fo conKnon^ and' 
in which he acquired the reputatioii of isK, enlight-^ 
ened friend of liberty f. Soon after the difiblutton' 
of the Conftititeftt AilemUy he vns appointed Pro*^- 
curator General Syhdic of thie DdpartBuend of die 
UM>er Rhioe^ and while in chat fta€ie«w was of great 
feryice m aUayjng the fentoent tbat mwmkiktsi iHUf 
upon the depofition of the King. 

Nor were his talents lefs ufeful in the National 
Convention. He was appoineed a Member of the 
Diplomatic Conumtted) and fent as 9 CommiSiwsef' 
to the Army that was fiiut up within the walls of 
MentZt The event of that fiege is well known. 
Not all the coura^ of the iatrq)td Nferlin of 
Thionville, nor the wiCdom and activity of ReW- 
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• Work done for the Lord of the Soil Without any remunera^ 
tion. 

t On the name of the Mai^s de Bouille beklg niei;tidiied IS 
Governor to the Prince Royal, he expre^ed great indignatioil ^ 
the propofal, obje^ing no doubt to the political principles^of time 
noblenian. This circumftance, trifling as it may appear, attradcd 
public notice and procured liim popularity. 
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belly nor his fuccefsful efforts' to harmonise the 
difcordant minds of the foldiery and citizens, could 
prevent a capitulation. 

. He was the companion of the feme brave garrifon 
in its march againft the rebels of La Vend^ and 
the witnefs of its almoft entire deftrudion, in a 
country, a^d a fpecies of warfare, in which valour 
and difcipline were of little avail. But of all the^ 
merits of Rewbell, there are none fo dear in the eyes* 
of the inhabitants of the banks of the Rhine, as the 
pious fraud by which he contrived to proted his^ 
native country from the revolutionary horrors tHat 
defelated the reft of France : for, contrary to the 
real fskSt^ be and his colleagues found means to per-^ 
fuade the men of blood, that in the ci'devant Al» 
face, their perfons, as well as their .decrees,, were* 
held in the higheft reverences 

After the fJX of the principal tyrants, Rewbdl 
became a Member of the Committee of- Public; 
Safety, and was one of thofe who gave the feverefk. 
blow to the fa^on e^iphatically flylcd the Tail af\ 
Rob^pierre f eipeeially by moving, and by being the- 
fkft to fign the decree that authorized the fuppref*^ 
fion of the Jacohins» 

It is to Rewbell,^ ^Ub,^ that France is indebted- for 
the peace with Pruffia, and for the revival of the ancient, 
jcalottfy between the Houfes of Auftria and Bran- 
denburg. In managing the treaty of the Hague, ^ 
which fecured to his country a naval ally, and a. 
powerful influence in the Batavian Republic, the. 
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Abh6 Sieyes was his fellow-labourer. Such a fuo- 
ceffion of meritorious fervices, placed him in the 
Executive Diredory of France, but his healdi has 
of late prevented his accuftomed exertions. 

Born in a country which once made part of the 
Germanic Empire, and which is not yet affimilated 
to the reft of the Republic, Rewbell has little of 
that poKfh for which Frenchmen are famed. Su(- 
ptcious, harfh, an^. laconic, he does a favour with 
as great an appearance of ill- humour as other men 
inflid an injury. But this rough exterior inclofi» 
a found judgment and an intrepid mind *. 

V. 
J. B. TR£ILLARD 

Was bred to the bar, and praftifed with fome 
degree of reputation, in the ancient courts f . He 
foon found, however, that the 

" P^era Ux, re&a ratio^ natura congruens^^ 
of Cicero, was not known there. Money, patro- 
nage, beautiful women, the proteSion of Verfailles, 
were all played off before the Parliament of Paris, 



• It would be highly improper to omit here, that during the 
sjuivocal trafifa^ions at Paris, between Talleyrand the French mi- 
flifter for Foreign A^airs, and the American Ambaflfadors, Rew- 
bcU feems to have been implicated as receiving frefents, for his 
protection, from the owners of Privateers. 

f In 1 79 1, he had obtained the reputation of *' Un Jurifcon- 
fulte Eclaire," and even M. de Calonne candidly acknowledges, 
that he was a fenfible, honefl, and polite man. 
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aiKi thofe of the provinces, Sigatnft a good caufe, 
•when accompanied by poverty. Procraftination, in 
the firft inftance, and too frequently injufttce^ in the 
laft, enfued; and thefe confequenccs inevitably led 
to another, in the fliape of general difaffe^on: 
which, when arrived at a certain height, became one 
of the pre«difpofing caufbs to produce a Revolu* 
tion, 

Treillard was appointed a Deputy to rfie Stated- 
General, and found means to diftinguifli himfelf 
in that celebrated affembly. In Jafiuary 1790, he 
made a motion refpe^fUng the fate of th« clergy, 
and the management of the eftates of the church. 
In March he propofcd the three celebrated queftions 
concerning the deftiny of thofe who pretended to 
dedicate their lives to the aufterities of a fecluded 
devotion, viz* 

!• " Whether the religious orders (ball be abo- 
liftied ?*• 2. « What fhall be the lot of fecularisz. 
.■ed Monks? " And, 3. " Wbat'the allowance of 
thofe who wifh to live in the houfe, and drefs in thfe 
habit of their particular order ? '• 
- During the Legiflative Aflembly, Treillard ap- 
pears to have aficd as a Judge in the department of 
Paris. He was afterwards appointed a ' Deputy to- 
the Convention, but did not diftinguifh himfel 
daring the reign of the Girondiftsor the triumphan 
.career of the Mountain party. 

In tranquil times, he once more came for^ 
ward, and, in 1794, was the fiift to conceive anfi 

execute 



execute the piaii, for exdiangmg ttie itnfotrtiKMf 
jbug^er of Louis XVI. (Madame RoyaU) for 
Semonvllle, the ambaflador, and Camus, Droucti 
TmA the other Deputies, who had been detained 
wi^in the Auftrkin territories e^or fince the deftc* 
tion of Dumouricr. 

Treilbrd, like many others, fuffered himfeif to 
be carried away by the ftreamj and in 1796, en 
the anniverfary of the execution of Louis XVL ad* 
miniftered, as Prefident of the Legiflative Bodf, the 
oath for die perpetual exduAon of Royalty kom 
France, *aiid its utter abhorrence there. 

The following ftanza, compofed for the occaAoo^ 
has been loudly cenfured, bodi by the £migr>atS| 
and the zealots of kingly power : 

/ ** "'urons, le glaive en main ? jurons a la patrie, 
i,oaCer\er tou jours Vcgalite ch^ie, 
De vivre & d^efperer pour elie> & pour nos droits^ 
Di venger I'um'veri o^prime par Us roifJ*"* 

^* On their try'd fwords a conquVing people fwear. 
The rights of equal order to revere ; 
T'enjoy, and hope the blefTings Freedom brings. 
And vindicate a world opprefs'd by Kings." 

The fame thii>g was a£lually fald and done it) 
this country, during the laft century; when, after 
the execution of Charles L his ftatues were pulled 
down, and the following infcription placed on the 
pedeftals : 

« xxiT TYKAKNUS, R£GUM ULTIMUS.'* 

And yet there was not a Prmce in all Europe'who 

protefted 
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prot^fted againft the infult offered the kii^y office 9 
nor did a fingle fwor'd ^ leap out of its fcabbard ** 
to vindicate regal dignity ! 

Having been deftined by lot to leaye the legifla- 
tive body, Treillard accordingly vacated his feat in 
the Council of Five Hundred. Soon after this he 
repaired to Lifle, in a diplomatic capacity, with a 
view of bringmg the negotiation to a fpeedy termi- 
nation* This he accordingly efFeded, for having 
^ven in a note, figned by himfelf and his colleague 
Bonnier, demanding a categorical anfwer from the 
Englifh ambafTador, and the reply not proving fatis- 
fa£tory, he haughtily ordered Lord Malmeftury, in 
the name of the Republic, to fet ofF, on bis return 
home, within the fpace of 24 hours. 

His next miflion was to the famous Congrefi 
at Radftadt, where the delays on both £des have 
beed fo notorious as almoft to inculcate a- fufpicion 
that none of the contending parties were very eager 
for peace. 

From this diplomatic farce, he was called to par- 
ticipate in higher and mofe active ^fcenes, for Fran- 
cois de Neufchateau having ceafed to be a^ member 
of the Diredory, the Council of FfveHtttidred 
chofe ten perfons by ballot, one of whom was'tb bne 
feleSted by the Council'of Ancients, 3nd the Mini- 
fter at Radftadt was iretumed by a lajrgfe majority ♦J 

• 
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* The nuodber.of members who VAted ia his fiivour was 214^ 
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Treillard was confidered in the Convention as a 
man of extraordinary talents ; his eloquence^ how- 
ever^ was not of the firft rate, for he did not rank 
with the Vergniaux, the Genfonnes, and the Mi- 
rabeaus ; notwithftanding this, he wa? far from be- 
ing a contemptible orator. 

In refpeft to his perfon and manners, he is about 
fifty years of a?ge, (hort in ftature, rather clumfy in 
make, but extremely affiible in converfation, 

CARNOT, EX-DIRECTOR. 

In a defpotic country, the flow pace of any proud 
and pampered animJ is fufficient to drag along the 
pompous carriage of the ftate; but in the revolu- 
tionary and republican race, the prize is fure to b^ 
conferred on fpeed and bottom. Thus it was that 
the deftinies of France, which under the old go- 
vernment had been often ruled by fpleaJid igLO- - 
rahce, were committed after its dciiruftioii to ihiT 
hands of Carnot. 

Lazare Nicolas-Margueritte Carnot was born at 
Nolay in the ci-devant Burgundy on the I3tb of 
May 1753. His family was confidered as one of 
the moft ancient in the place; but it was neither 
rich nor illuftrious, as appears by the profefTiori of 
his faher, who was an Advocate, and is ftill 
alive. The fon at an early period of life, entered into 
the corps of Engineers, and devoted his time alter- 
nately to the fciences and bjllcs-lettres. He was 
fuccetful in both. The mathematical effays pub- 

Vol. I. C liflieil 
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publiflied under his name, procured him kdmli&on to 
feverjil learned focieties; his panegyric on .Marlbal 
Vauban, which obtained the prize at the academy of 
Dijon, was remarkable for the force and purity of the 
ftyle ; while feveral of his fugitive pieces of poetry were 
written with a fpirit and delicacy that would not have 
difhonoured the pen of Tibullus or Anacreon *. 

The tide of a bel-fprit^ and the rank of a Captaia 
of Engineers, would probably have been the only 
reward of thcfe verfatile talents, if the Revolution 
had not carried him fucceflively into the Legiflative 
AiTemblyj the National Convention, and the 
famous Committee of Public Welfare, When he 
was elefted a member of the latter, the Repub- 
lican armies were grown familiar with difgrace, 
and the iron-frontier of France was pierced by the 
enemy. 

The war foon after aflumed a very difFerent afpe£t. 
It. was now common to fee the veterans of Auftria 
flying before raw levies of national guards. Of this 
memorable change an example had indeed beenafFoidcd 
by the fuccefsful attacks of Dumourier, as irrefift- 
ible and as ill-contrived for permanent conqueft as 
the furious incurfions of the ancient Gauls, But 
in the campaigns of 1793^ and 1794., the vaft and 
profound plans in confequence of which the French 
armies afted, the regularity of their progrefs, and 
the art with which their movements were combined, 

The moft elegant of thefe is entitled, <« Le Fils de Venus.'* 

aftoniihed 
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^ftdTifbed all the nations of Europe, They won* 
ibred what foul it was that infpired thefe mighty 
maflfes of men with an uniform fpirit, and urged 
them on to confentaneous zSdoru It was Camot, 
who, in a Committee-room at Paris^ broke the ranks 
and the league of the confederate powers, juft as. 
Archmides, from his cIoTet in Syracufe, fcattered 
death and deftrudion among the Roman legions, aiuL 
fet all their boafted tadics and difcipline at nought. 

Though this is a faft which his enemies do not 
d^ny, they have endeavoured to detra£t from his- 
merit, by afferting that the ground-work of his 
campaigns, was borrowed from the plans of the great 
captains who lived in the age of Louis XIV *. 
But as the papers o f thofe illuftrious generals havC' 
b«en depofited at the War Office during the whole 

of 
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. • This circumftancc has been aUyded to, with perhaps more 
wit than truth, in the following lines ; 

«' Enfant gate Hu poltron Robefpierre, 
** De lui d*abord tu reju la lumiere, 
** Et bien prifant ton natnrel felon, 
** II t'accola le candlde Co"uthon, 
<< Le doux St. Juft, & ringenue Barfcre, 
'* Et ce Collot, des Lyonnais le pirf^ 
" Et pour tout (lire, enfin ce bon Billaud, 
<* Q^'injultement on appellait MaramL 

** Dans cct egout revolutionnaire, 

'* Dans c€t tripot Hit de falut public 

" II fut connu que ton minois d'afplc 

*« Suflflfait fcul pour diriger la gutrre. 
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of the prefent century, how happens it that they 
have never before produced the like fplendid efFo&s ? 

Nor was Camot merely the guide of the French 
commanders: — He fometlmes vied in intrepidity- 
with the braveft foldiersi and more than once con- 
tributed by his prefence td turn the fcale of viftory. 
He was at tbe battle of Maubeuge, arid commanded 
toe of the columns which carried the poft of Wat- 
tignies by ftorm. 

The- champions of royalty, who were anxiims to 
Involve all the friends of freedom iii the bla^e re- 
fill ting from the'iniftofidtKEt'of pfihidb-patriots, en- 
deavoured to aflbciate the rtkmfe^ of Carnot, with' 
that of Robefpicrre. But it caftnotbe doubted that- 
two diftin£l~poWer^ were employed to put the guil- 
lotiriey arid* the French ' armies, iir motion^ though' 
the primum mobile of both was to be found in the 
Commitfeeof'PubTle-Welfitfe !* 

While Rbbefpierre Was- organizing his revolu- 
tionary aflaflins, Camot was eftiployed in organizing' 
viftory. Robefpierre ttitA a, torrent of Frehch 
blood: Camot is only accountable for that of the 
enemy. Robefpierre 'was the terror of his country: 
Camot was known by the appdlaiion of the terror 



«.-*■ 



. . t. 



" Lers des bureaux fill ant tous Its car tent 

*' Et Jans genie, officier d: genie f 

•• Tk 'vlns dinner avec forfavtmef 
** De fort beaux plans pour plans dc ta ni^on, ■ 
•* Plans que jidis pour abriget :a pernc 
** Avaicnt iorm^s ks COndl/ ks Turenfie/' &c; 
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€f the Auftricm. Thefis truths were affirmed by 
the tyrant htmfelf in one of his fpeeches, when he 
ibrmally accufed Carnot of negle&ing the public 
weal ; of taking no part in civil operations ; and 
of directing his ambition excluiively to military 
. power. 

Carnot accordingly was not often preient in .the 
General Committee ; and when there he feldom c^me 
WX of it without expreffing to his friends his horror ti 
the (anguinary proceedings of his colleagues, his fear 
of peri(kii^ .by die hands of their executioners, and 
the -hatred and contempt he entertained for Rob^« 
fpiefze. He did not always conceal his ientiments 
<fiom the Dilator himfdf. One day when that 
blood-thirfly monfter was devifing new meaps.of 
getting rid of his enemies, and talked of giving 
a more rapid impulfion to the national vengeance,* 
Carnot looked him fted&ftly in the face, and faid 
to him in a tone of voice fuggefted by indignation, 
" thou art no better than it cowardly tyrant ! " 

He did not, however, efcape the obloquy which 
upon the diflblution of the Committee overwhelmed 
his colleagues. Freron in particular faid of him, 
*that he united the wit of Barrere with the heart of 
Collot d'Herbois, and the head of Billaud de Va- 
rennes. Nor can it be denied that he is liable to 
much reproach, for continuing to a£l with fuch 
execrable ruffians, and offering to make a common 
caufe with fome of the leaft culpable, when they 
wer^ brought to the bar of the Convention* 

C 3 He 
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He ftill prcferved, howev^ fo large a portion ofthd 
public edeem, and fo high a reputation for talents^ 
that upon the eftablifhment of the new Conftitution 
he was chofen a Member of the Executive Govern- 
ment. While in that elevated ftation he was fre- 
quently the firft to difcover, and defeat the proje6ls of 
the factious. It was he who repaired to the ofice of 
the Minifter of Police, and devifed the means of 
jelzing, at one and the fame time, Babceuf^ his planc^ 
and his principal aiTociates^ arid }^t it is a well known 
h&y that the Newfpaper of that confpirator, as well 
as thofe of Meheeand Labois extolled his talents, and 
affirmed that he pofiefled the confidence of the patriots. 

The reign of Carnot, however, has not been 
long. Sufpefled of favouring a party in the Legif* 
lative Body which aimed at the reftoration of ro3^1ty^ 
he has been involved in their profcription, and in-> 
eluded in the decree by which they v^ere condemned 
^to tranfportation, without a trIaL 

The lail circumftance renders it impoffible to 
<}ccide on his cafe. On the one hand it feems extra- 
ordinary that Carnot, who has done fo much to con* 
folidate the Republic, (hould meditate its deflruftion ; 
and that with all his fenfe, he fhould not be aware of 
"the danger of a King's not keeping his faith with a 
regicide. On the other, it muft be admitted that it 
would be nothing wonderful if a man, whofe edu* 
cation was conduced under the aufpices of the Prince 
of Conde, and who bore a commiflion in the army 
of Louis XV I. fhould have retained a hank^rii^ 

aftcj 
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Sifter the family ef Bourbon, and a monarchical 
government. Thofe who are acquainted with the 
fecret hiftory of the Revolution, know that moft of 
the officers, foi-difant patriotic, were detained in 
France by nothing lefs than their affediion for the 
new order of things, although, for the fake 
of their perfons and reputation, they exerted them- 
felves flrenuoufly in the pofts which they found it 
convenient to occupy. On fome future day wc 
fhall know the truth. At prefent, the mod pro- 
bable fuppofition feems to be, that Carnot did not 
fee a neceffity for the violent proceedings of the 
Direftory, and that his oppofition was conftrued 
into guilt He was not however taken into cuftody 
with his colleague Barthelemy, and with the fuppofeJ 
confpirators of the Legiflativc Body. By fome he Is 
faid to have made his efcape ; by others to have 
been killed in the attempt; a third clafs pretend 
that he is in England ; we believe, however, that 
he is fecreted in the Auftrian dominions, where he 
obtains nothing more than bare proteftion. 

The modefty of Carnot's manners ; the fimpticity 
•f his appearance and demeanor; and his habitual taci- 
turnity, do not fceni to indicate a fit perfonage to " ride 
In the whirlwind, and dire<S the revolutionary florm.'* 
•—The aSive part, however, that he has taken in 
civil commotions notwithflanding his quiefccnt tem- 
per, ferves only to prove the truth of the maxim 
♦' that great talents are capabh of. a very gen€ral 
*< application,^* 

C3 I- 
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In cafe of a new war in Germany, we vcnlfurc to 
prognofticate, that his lo<s will be fenfibly felt ; nay 
there are not wanting fonijc who aflert, that all the re- 
cent difallers of France, may be attributed to this 
fource. 

FRAN90IS DE NEUFCHATEAU, EX-DIRECTOR, 

And fucceflbr of Carnot, was born at Neufchateau, 
a fmall town of Lorrain, near Nancy. He was cdu* 
cated for the bar, but his predominant paffion was 
* poetry and the belles-lettres. 

In the early part of his life he was an advocate \si 
the Sovereign Court of Nancjr, and wrote at that 
lime, the Hiftcry of the Common Law of Lorrain, 
a work which reflefts much honour upon his talents, 
and which h^s ranked him among the moft learned 
Civilians of the age. Being, however, too much 
attached to polite literature, to confine himfelf to 
forenfici exertions, he fought for other employments 
more fuit^ble to his inclinations. He accordingly 
went to Paris, and purchsfed the Office of Procureur 
^(lu Roi in the Ifland of St. Domingo. In that Co- 
lony he aftually pafled feveral years, and publifhed 
. while there, fome pamphlets upon Canon and Eccle- 
iiaftical Law. At length, however, the climate not 
being favcurable to his conftitution, he fold his of- 
fice, and converting the produce into an annuity for 
life, fettled at Paris. 

♦ Ke is an aflbciate in the Seifion de Potfie of the National Infli- 
tute, and lias fung the praifcs cf tiie Vofges, in fomc cbarniirg vcrfcs. 

While 
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While there, he obtained the pcotedion of the 
iynife of Orleans, by m?$¥)S of the Tutorefs of the 
Du(ce's children, * Madatrie de Genlis, to whom he 
was introduced, for the pufpof(p of reading Pamehy 
and other fentimental novels to her pupils. In the 
e^irlier periods of the Kevolution, he wrote fevera) 
patriotic pieces for the ftage^ of which, the tragedy 
of Sp0rta€us met with die higheft approbation. 
, He was afterwards appointed a Deputy in the 
f^cond Aflembly for the Department of Vofges. As 
a I^egiflator, however, he made no very brilliant 
figuj'e. It is only recorded, that when, on the 2jth 
o/ Augufl^ 179^ ^ report was made to the Aflem- 
bly, that feveral Members had applied for pafeports 
to leave Paris, on the approach of the Pruflian army, 
Francois de Neufchateau propofed that all the Dc- 
pi^ties. ftkould fv^fear not to leave their pofts till they 
were replaced by thofe appointed to the National 
Convention. 

Although an acknowledged patriot, he did not 
efcapc the perfecutions of that indifcriminating ty* 
rant Rohefpierre. We are informed by the report 
of Gregoire, of the 9th Vendemiaire, third year^ 
that he had been confined upwards of eight months, 
and was delivered at the opening of the prifohs, 
foon after the gth of Therniidor. 

When the prefent government was conftituted, 
Francois de Neufchateau was appointed Commir- 



* Now Madame de Sillety. 
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fioner of the Executive Direftory in the depart- 
ment of Vofges. He filled that office with inucli> 
intelligence and integrity, but was cenfured as a 
fevere perfecutor of prieftcraft and fanatxcifin. 
From this ufeful ftation he was appointed Minifter* 
of the Home Department, inftead of M. de Benezech 
who had been difmifled. Two months afterwards he 
fucceeded as a Direfior in the place of the grofcribed 
Carnot. He did not remain long, however, in this 
high ftation, for having gone out by lot, we find 
him in the courfe of a few weeks afterwards, acting 
as Minifter Plenipotentiary at Seltz, where he ne« 
gociated for feme time with the Count de Cobenzel^ 
who ordered his own play of Pamela to be per-^ 
fprmed in compliment to him. 

Francois de Neufchateau is between forty and* 
fifty years of age, and firequently afflidled with the- 
gout, 

I£TOURNEUR, EX-DIRECTOR. 

When a man.has paffed through a great portion 
of life withput exciting much attention, it is fair tQ 
conclude, that if he does not poflefs very diftin* 
guilhed talents, he is at leaft free from any remarkable 
vice. This refpeftable mediocrity feems to, be the 
deftiny of Letourneur de la Manche. It was the 
ftation alfo in whiph he was born; his parents 
coulJ not boaft cf nobility, and their fortune was 
fmall; but they were in pofTeffion of a fpotlefs re«*. 
putation. 

Letourneur 
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Letburneur was born at Granville on the 15th of 
March 1751. In the courfe of an excellent educa- 
tion he made great progrefs in mathematics, which 
procured him admiffion into the corps of Engineeri 
at the age of feventeen,. and that luckily at a time^ 
when it was not neceffary to procure a paflport from 
the Herald*s OiEce, in order to arrive at military 
rank. His ufual place of refidcnce, in his profef- 
fional capacity, was Cherburg, where he fervcd 
under the orders of his uncle M. de Caux> Com- 
mandant of Engineers, and where he gained much 
applaufe by his ingenious conftrucSion of a powder 
magazine. The revolution found him in no higher 
rank than that of Captain. 

In the Legiflative Affembly,. of whicii-he was at 
member, he feldom fpoke upon the fpur of the occa-i 
fion, though he made feveral excellent reports in the 
name of the Committee of Marine. Appointed ^t 
the fame time to fuperintend the entrenchments 
thrown up in the vicinity of Paris, he found it 
far more eafy to reduce the rude elements of the foil 
to obedience, than the immenfe number of workmeii 
he had under his direftion. 

Upon the diflblution of the Legifla'.ive Afiembly, 
he was ele£led a member of the National Conven- 
tion, and was foon after fent on a public miiHon to: 
the South of France.. While there, war v/as de- 
clared againft the Spaniards, who foon made a rapid 
progrefs in the department of the eaftern Pyrenees. 
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Lctourneur inmediately repaired to the French 
army, ai d fcund the troops in fo deplorable a ftate, 
fliat they would have been utteily incapable of re* 
fiftance, if by tracing out the camp of the Union, 
he had not favoured their means of defence. This 
obliged the Spaniards to paufe, and gave the French 
time toftreng then their fouthern frontier. 

Though Letourneur was thought a mountaineer 
in confequence of the fupport he gave to energetic 
mcafures, all his aftivity ceafed at the, fall of the 
Girondifts. He no longer fpoke in the debate; he 
denounced no confpiracy; he took no part in the 
popularity of the demagogues, nor in the ipoil. — 
For fifteen months it feemed as if he were not in 
exiftence. But when liberty appeared again to en- 
lighten the horizon, Letourneur once more became 
yifible, and was fuccefSvely Prefident of the Con- 
vention, and National Commiflioner with the Fleet 
in the Mediterranean, before he was raifed to the 
fummit of republican ambition— a feat in the Exe- 
cutive Direftory. At the latter end of the year 
1794, the Committees of Government having 
framed the plan of an Expedition to India, Letour- 
neur was pointed out as a proper perfon to be em- 
ployed on the occafion in quality of a CommiiHoner. 
Infti u£^ions for that mifiion were aftually made out 
for him, but for reafons not wholly developed, al- 
though they were difcuffed in the Convention during 
almoil [three whole days, the proj*e£l was abandoned 
'.-.•.c'; r the idea of bein^ deferred. 
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It has been faid that Letourneur had a fifliing 
eftablifliment on the banks of Newfoundland during 
the American war; that it was deftroyed by the 
Englilh ; and that he planned Richery's tranfatlan- 
tic expedition in revenge; but nothing of this kind 
can be traced to any authentic fource. 

Letourneur is a man of a referred difpofition, 
yet the irritability of his temper fometimes borders 
tipon petulance, and though upright in his own 
dealings he is apt to fufpeft the good faith of others. 
His mode of life is fimple, and his morals pure* 

BARTHELEMY, EX-DIRECTOR, 

Is the nephew of the Abbe of the fame nam^ 
who obtained fuch deferved celebrity by his learned 
labours, particularly his " Voyage* du jeune Ana'^ 
charfe ;" and who died at Paris in the year 1795. 
The uncle was patronized by M. de Choifcul, Prime 
Minifter of France, whom he had accompanied, 
while Comte de Stainville, in his diplomatic miffioii 
to Italy. After their return, young Barthelemy was 
placed in one of the public offices at Verfailles, and 
became initiated at an early period of life in the fo- 
reign correfpondence of the adailniftration of that 

day. 

His proteftor was a nobleman, who united very 
diffimilar, and apparently incompatible purfuits, in 
his own perfon. An accomplifhed, courtier, he cul- 
tivated a tafte for the fine arts, intrigued in every 
crbinct of Europe, and c'poufel tie interefts of 
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literature and learned men. To his agency has beeir 
attributed, two of the moft remarkable and, por- 
tentous events of our time : the family compadl 
between France and Spain, and the union of the 
lioufes of Auftria and Bourbon, by the marriage oif 
Marie Antoinette, with Louis xvi. 

No fooner had M. Barthelemy attained the age of 
manhood, than this powerful intereft procured him a 
foreign miflion. He accordingly accompanied the 
Baron de Breteuil to Switzerland, and refided with 
him fome time at Soleiire. Thence he repaired 
with the lame Minifter to Sweden, witnefled, and 
as has been i^id, aflifted in that memorable revolu- 
tion, the event of which has demonftrated, how eafy 
It is for a Sovereign, aided by a ftanding army, a 
parafitical nobleffe, and a few foldiers of fortune,, to 
overthrow the liberties of a nation. 

iVhen Count d'Adhemar was fent AmbafTador t<J 
this country, he was accompanied by M. Barthe- 
lemy; and on his return to Paris, the latter, who, 
had been before Secretary of Legation, became 
Minifter-Plcnipoteniiary. He alfo refided here for 
a confiderable time, during the embafTy of M. de 

la Lucerne. 

In the mean while, an important revolution was 
infenfibly preparing in his native country; and it 
was his fiRgular good fortune, notwithftanding his 
notorious averfion to it, to be benefited by the 
event. His family had been proteded by the nohlejfe^ 
and both himfdf and his uncle had received many 

teftimonies 
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{eftimohies of attachment from Louis xvi. It was 
accordingly imagined, that he would have open!/' 
joined the emigrants ; one of thefe two . things^ 
however, muft have occurred on this occadon: he 
either became a fincere convert to the principles of 
the Republicans, and a6ted from a convidiion of the 
goodnefs of their caufe ; or ]ie concealed his real fen- 
timents, and, profeffing open enmity to the Royalifts^ 
ikcriiiced his opinion to his ambition. 

It was Switzerland, the diplomatic fchool of his 
juvenile years, that was deftined to become the 
theatre of his glory. There he firft opened the 
powers, entrufted to him as Minifter of the new 
Republic; and it is but juftice to add, that he con- 
dueled himfelf through the labyrinth of bis political 
agency, with equal addrefs and fuccefs. 

When he firft made his appearance in the political 
hemifphere, he was treated with contempt, and evert 
ihfult ; but fuch is the magic of fuccefs, that fame 
no fooner began to trumpet the gigantic efforts of 
the French armies, than he not only found means to 
get himfelf acknowledged, but foon afterwards aftual- 
ly entered into profitable alliances with the very flates 
which had been the bitterefl enemies of his country. 

When Letourneur went out of the Directory by 
Jot*, Barthelemy v/as chofen to fuccecd him, in con- 

fequence 
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• *rhis great event vas not>fied to Barthe!err.y in Switzerland, 
tvlio having avoided the guard of honour, and all the ceren-.onial of a 
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fe^uence of dw^Ioioft u^anitnous voice of the two 
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l^iUicreceptiQUf iotcndrd for hoD» 9n jeoto-ios the territofiei «C 
the RcputsUc, by t Jcing a circuitous road, reached Paris in a pri- 
vate manner. On June 6(h X797> the Dirt dory received bim ia 
great flate, ii> the hall where it ufually aOembles, and the new 
member addreflcd his colleagues to the foUowing cffeft : 
" CiTizsNaDiBSCToaty 

M The£uril ieotiment that ooQurred to my.mlnd^ oa receuriog 
from the national rqjrcfentation the ri^ht of a feat amon^ you, 
was a conviftion^ of my incapacity. A diftant fpedator of the 
glory of the French Republic, and ftriick with admiratioo at iier 
profperity, I know not to what caufc I ought to afcribe this ex. 
ce& of kindnefs and confidence, which called me to th* cxercifc o^ 
tl^e fiu-A ot^ce of tlie iU:e. 

<< But foon forgetting my Incapacity, 1 became feufible of my 
good fortune. To contribute at the clofe of a ghDrious revolution^ 
to the coniblidatlon of the republic ; to prefide over the execvtion 
of the laws; to oo- operate with you and the legiflative body, lo 
r^airing the mifchief c^ce^l^rily produced by a long and dreadful 
teinpcA, is to me an enviable duty. 

« Need 1 mention, tliat on entering upon my office, I chetl(h 
the fanguine hope of finding In the Dircdory the foundation of a 
general paajkatm ! I did innagine, that after a grand difplay of 
power and energy, the Frooch republic would purfue a juA and 
pacific line of condud, and manifeil a difpofition to treat with her 
moft inveterate enemies. The duration of empires is guaranteed 
by their jullice ; and juftice and moderation after vidory, will be 
the harbinger of that permanent peace, which ought for ever to 
confirm and confolldate the confiitutlon which France has acquired* 

**' Accept, Citizens- Diredlors, tlie aiTuraoce of my invicdable at- 
tachment to that conftitution. Accept thofe fentiments of refpeft 
and efteem, which are due to your chara^ers. I derive the utmofl 
gratification fi'om refle^ng>-thar our union under the guidance of 
the law* wlU be cemented by reciprocal c^cem^ afieOion, aad 
confidence.*' 

Councils J 
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Councils;* on his firft official interview with his col- 
leagues, he is faid to have differed with them in opinion 
on feveral leading points, and in conjunftion with 
Carnot, to have formed a minority in the DireSorial 
Cabinet. This difference of opinion appears, at length, 
to have increafed in fo high a degree as to oc- 
cafion open hoftilities to break out between them, and 
has fince led to the expulfion of Barthelemy and 
Carnot from the Direftory, and cyei) their exile 
from France. 

It is fuppofed that Barthelemy had been fo for 
wrought upon by the Agents of Royalty, who had 
cafy accefs to him at Bafle, as to engage himfelf to a 
' certain degree in their intereft, Thofe who knew 
•him when he refided in London, defcribe him as pro- 
fcffing attachment to the firfl Conflitution ; and he 
appears aftually to have dined at the London Tavern 
on the famous commemoration of the 14th of July, in 
the year 1790. Though inclined however to a limited 
'Monarchy, he might not entertain Republican fenti- 
ments in the degree which his fituation, as one of the 
firft Magiftrates of his country, feemed to require. 

No fooner did the FriiSlidorian Revolution of 
September 4th 1797, take place, than Barthelemy 
was arretted in the Direftorial palace. In about 
fourteen days after, he was conveyed in a clofe car- 
riage to Breft, where he embarked in company with 



• A little before this, he had been clewed a member of the 
Council of Five Hundred^ for the department of B4utt'Loire, 
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feveral deputies for Cayenne. On this occafion^ a 
fingular inftance of attachment on the part of one 
cf his domeftics occurred, for his Valet de Chambre 
followed him ttiither, and infifted on accompanying 
him daring his exile. 

The period of his banifliment was however but 
fliort, for he and feveral others who had been tranf- 
ported along with him, found means to elude the 
vigilance of the colonial government, and aftually 
arrived at Surinam. The Governor of Cayenne, 
on receiving intelligence of this event, inftantly 
fent to demand them; on this the Dutch Commandant 
is faid to h^yt winked at their efcape,on board aneu- 
^tral veflel. In this fliip, they (ailed for America; 
happening however, to be boarded by a Britiih man 
of war, fome of them were fent to England, but 
Barthelemy's health rendering fuch a long paffage in- 
tolerable, he requefted to be left in the Weft Indies, 
and he is faid at this moment to b^ in the iflaiid of 
Martinique. 

The Ex'dire^Qry is about forty-five years of age, 
tall, meagre, fallow, fimple in his drefs, but elegant 
in his manners and converfation. 

ABBE SIEYESv 

Was born at Frejusy in the eaftern part of 
Provence, in the year 1748. He was fuccefEvely 
a Clergyman, a Vicar General, a Canon, Chanccl- 
Jor of the Church of Chartres ; and laftly he was 
invefted :with the permanent adminiftrative emplojr- 
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ment, of Counrellor-Cotnmiflary, from the 
Diocefe of Chartres to the fuperior Clergy of 
France. 

He was efteemed a learned Civilian atld Ca* 
nonift, and poflefTed a confiderable fliarp of know* 
ledge in the Belles-Lettres ; his favourite ftudies> 
however, were metaphydcs, politics, and oecono* 
mics. He fpent the greater part of every year in 
the capital, where he afibciated with D'Alembert^ 
Ptderot, Condorcet, &c. He was at this time a 
member of the CEconomical Society, which held its 
fittings in the Hotel of the Chancellor Segur. 

Notwithftanding thefe excellent qualification^ 
and connexions, it is more than probable th^ 
Sieyes would have continued in ob(curity through 
life, if the Revolution had not brought him into a 
fituation calculated to difplay his talents. Being 
appointed a Dupty to the States-General, he began 
his career by the publication of a judicious pam- 
phlet, entitled « fVhat is the Third EJiate?'' 
This foon became the mod; fafhionable book ih 
Paris. 

After the meeting 6f the Tiers Etat at Verfailles, 
he was the firft perfon who propofed that they 
fliould call themfelves " the Ajjemhly of the Reprem 
fentaiives of the French Peophy* and he fupport* 
ed his project with confiderable ingenuity. 
Mirabeau, who was the better ftatefman, feeing 
his prediieXion for metaphyfics, took this occafioa 
to warn him of the inconveniences whiqh might 

arifc 
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. arife from applying abftra£): deductions to Ae pra&ioe 
d[ government smd legtflation. 

When the mifunderftanding betwceh the different 
-orders in the States-General aflumed a ferious afped^^ 
great numbers of troops were drawn around the capi- 
tal, and the Deputies in the popular intereft had 
reafQn; to be apprehenOve for their iafety. It was 
iSieyes, who, in the fitting of the 8th^ of July, 
ilatcd to the alTembly the maxim in the province 
of Britanny, that no troops fhould be aUowed to 
approach nearer than within. ten leagues of the place 
in which. <j|>e States .w«re fitting; he propoied diero* 
£>re an Addrefa to die King to defire that he would 
xurder the tDpops to withdraw. from the neighbour* 
Jhood of ycn&illcs. 

SdmQtime previously to the month of .Qd^r, 
when the Kiog was attacked in bis palace by .the 
PmBm ^aobj a S€c/:et Cpm^iiitce, conf^fting of 
4he Duke of .Orleans, Mirabeau> La Clo9> and the 
Abbe Siey^, is faid to. h»yc /net in the yill^ge of 
jMontrojLige, near Pari?. Tb^y .J>a4 agr^^ uppn a 
fcheme for placing the Duke of Orleans in fo diftin- 
^uiftied a fituation in the gpve^rnment, thjLt, with.tlie 
ffiiftance of his immonfe fortune, and under the in* 
iluence of his name, they could not fail to have the 
command of the populace, and confequentLy .poflefs 
a decifi ve weight in the National Aflembly. Whe- 
ther their ddlgn was to render this prince of the 
blood royai an ufefiil inftrument in fiirthering the Re- 
yglution^.or to oipca Ux him, an eafy path to tihe 
:. . throne. 



throne^ hiftory hafcyct to unravel : the faS is brought 
formrd in this- place merel]^ to ihewihow far Sieyes 
came undd:^ the denomination of zxt QrUanifi. 

Certain it is, that he either was, or afFe<S^ed. at 
one time to be, a zealous royalift. In the year 
1791, when it was thought that the King, by at- 
tempting his efcape, had abdicated the crown, a com- 
bination was formed, corififting of Condorcet arid* 
BrilTot in France, and Paine iA England, for the 
publication of a periodical paper, under the title of 
The Republican. Sieyes afliially printed anfwers 
to eflays which appeared, from time to time, in this 
work, and declared his intentions to fuppoft a Jf#- 
narchy againft a RepublU by every means in hit* 
power i It IS not IcnOwri whether the fatceeding^ 
events of the Revolution, or fome ftronger reafons 
have fince operated to render him fo ftrenuous a pro* 
felyte to the Republican fyftem.* 

Sieyesf. was the" author of the famous declaration 
of " the rights of man^* which was decreed by ' the- 
National Affembly. It was wrkten in his ufual 



♦ Notwjthftanding this fudden converfion, the life of the 
AbW has more than onfce been in danger. When the Mbmtain pre- 
^ikd, he refuM to become a msmbtr of their cummittets, wTiich* 
produced a farcaftic remark al a time, when a farcafro . was^iiot 
unfrequently the forerunner of deftruflion. 

On his determination not to tak. an a(5live part in the plans of 
the Jacobins being announced in the afTembiy, a popular orator of 
that day -aroie and obferved, « that Mip/j/J.w Sieyes wa« never to bo 
Ibund at his poft." 

metaphyfical 
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mctaphyfical manner, and excited very differenf 
fcnfations in every country of Europe. Mr. Burke 
was among the mod furious of his aflailants, and 
ftated that he wanted to reduce the art of govei'h- 
rng to the rules of architedure, and to meafure the 
pafEons of men with a gcometricalcompafs. 

His indifference about dignities or eminent fitofl* 
ttons, which might draw upon him the attention: of 
the public, and confequent* refponfibility, was 
ftrikingly exemplified after the diffolution of the 
Conftituent Aflembly. He was defigned by his 
friends as a candidate for the metropolitan church of 
Paris, but declined the honour, and altewed Gobet* 
to be:ele£ted in his ftead. He was then appointed a 
member of the d<epartment, which he neither ac- 
cepted nor refufed ; and his conduft on this occaiion, 
favoured fo much of arrogatKe as to difguft even his 
moft partial admirers. 

' In 1792, Sieyes was appointed a member of the 
National Convention. Nothing remarkable diflki-i 
Nguiihed his condufl during the lirft period. of that, 
tumultuous aflembly. When, however,, it. voted 
the punifhment of Louis, fuch was the influence 
of Sieyes that a great number of members referved 
themfelves till they had heard his opinion^ It was. 
confequently underflood, that upon that would' 



. • Gobet> with twp of his Vicar -Generals, foon after fuffcrcd , 
under the guillotint, ^ 

•\ • '• depend 



ABBi SIEVES. 47 

depend the fate of the King. •— Sjeyes at 
length mounted the tribune; an awfcl filencc per- 
vaded the anxious aflembly; eloquence^ combined 
with philbfophy, was expelled on all fides ; he, how- 
ever, interrupted the folemn paufe with only five 
emphatic monofyllablcs " Je fuis pour lamort!"* 
and inftantly withdrew. 

From this time he was fo carefully concealed from 
die public eye, that it was a£tually made a queftion 
whether he was dead or alive. It has, however, 
been fufpeded by the Parifians, that he directed, 
from his retreat, many of the atrocities which 
were committed under the reign of Robe- 
fpierre, 

Sieycs took no part in the re-aftion of the Ther^ 
midorians. From the death of Robefpierre, till Fe- 
bruary 1795, he ftill remained behind the curtain, 
and did not appear upon the ftage until he was cer- 
tain there was no danger of the mountaineers regain- 
ing their afcendency. By way of apology for having 
thus abfented himfelf from bufinefs during two 
years, he publiftied memoirs of his own life, the 
purport of which was to lament that the mountain 
party had abufed his definitions of the rights of man ; 
and to ftate that his fyftem had been intended only 
as the (keleton of civil fociety, a fkeleton which, ac- 
cording to fituation, v.as fuiceptible of numberlefs 
modifications. 

«' I am for Death/* 

From 
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From this period began the moft hriUiant career 
of Sieyes's public life. Having obtained the. un- 
bounded cfteem and confidence of his colleagues, he 
was fixed upon to regulate the external relations of 
the Republic. It was he,' who fuggefted the icheme 
of concluding feparate treaties with the coaleiced 
powers, with the ;view to create fuch a mifunder- 
ftanding as would prove fatal to the royal c6nfede* 
racy. 

The fubfcqucnt conduct of the European cabinets 
has evinced that the Abbe was right in his conjec- 
tures, and thus a Vicar of Chartres has, out-ma- 
nceuvrcd all the experienced Statefmen in Europe. 

The plans of SieyeF, for the aggrandlfement of 
the French Republic, were developed fo early as 
April 1795. He advifed his colleagues to retain 
the Auftrian Netherlands, and was the firft projec- 
tor of the alliance with Holland. He, himfelf, 
went to the Hague as French Plenipotentiary, for 
the purpofe of concluding that famous treaty. 

Thofe who did not comprehend the defigns of 
Sieyes, highly difapproved of a treaty with a petty 
power, not geographically united to France, and 
whofe democratic -conftitution had not been ac- 
knowledged by the 'King of Pruflia, brother-in-law 
to the ci'devant Stadtholder. Even the greater part 
of his colleagues in the Committee of Public Safety 
were of opinion, that the Netherlands fhould be re- 
ftored to Auftria; and fo late as the month of Auguft 
in^ that year, Boifly d'Anglas gave his opinion in 
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the Committee^ that the Emperor would rather en* 
danger his crown than relinquifh^ thofe important 
poffeffions. The opinions of Sieyes was, however, 
adopted, for the National Convention decreed the 
union of Belgium with the French Republic. 

So fignal were the fervices thus performed by 
Sieyes to his country, that at the time of the adop- 
tion of the new conftitution, he was elected one of 
the five members of the Executive Direftory. — He 
a£led, however, on that occafion as he did in the 
year 1 79 1, when he declined the Archbifliopric of 
Paris. 

In February, 1796, he was appointed a member 
of the National Inftitute, in the clafs of Metaphyfics 
and Morals ; and, by an unaccountable fingularity; 
of choice, the very fame man who had declined a 
place irr the Direflory, accepted of the chair of Lite- 
rature in the central fchool at the College de Maza-- 
rln! 

It was reported in May, I7c;6, that Sieyes was 
the author of. the peace between the French Repub- 
lic and the King of Sardinia. This is highly pro- 
bable, becaufe he continued for feme time to direil 
the external policy of the Diredory, nearly in the 
fame manner as he had formerly fuperintended that of 
the Committee of Public Safety. A treaty fo difgrace- 
ful to an independent Sovereign, could fcarcely have 
been wiflied for, even by the moft inveterate Jaco- 
bins. — The writer of this article, who was then in 
Paris, recolledls, that when the Englifli newfpapers 
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reached that city, Which contained the memorable 
fpeech q{ Lord Fitzwilliamy propofing a Mlidm inter^ 
necinunii a great many intelligent Frenchmen avow- 
ed that his Lordfliip*s idea was fglJy juftified by the 
revolutiotiary diploniatlcs of the Abbe Sleyes. 

Tbis Deputy, on account of the fuppofed infen- 
fibility of his heart, and his CameIion*like condudt 
is little beloved In France. In the fpring 1797, he 
very narrowly efcaped aflafliaation wiih a piftol, by 
the Abbe Poulle*. 

During the pfeceding Autumn, be was fo abufed 
by means of lampoons and pafquinades, tha^ he 
was obliged to quit Paris upon the entrance of the 
new third into the Legiflature ; and did not leave his 
^ retreat until the violent crifis of the 4th of Septem- 
ber. 

No fooner .had this taken place, than he onoe 
more appeared in the Legiflaiivc aiid Literary Af- 
icmbiies, and took an adlive part in the deliberations 
of both. A little while after, a new fccne was open- 
ed to his ambition, and he who had refufed to be a 
Bilhop, and even a Dircdor, condefcended at length 
to become an AmbalTidor. 

* This event occurrtd on the icth ot Ajrii, 1797. Pvulie 
the alfaHin, who was bred a Clergyman, and had been a Confti- 
tutional Piieft, (pntre afernicniM ^ cure confiiiviionnel) detcr« 
mined to put a period to the life of Hvt Abbe Sieycs, by whom he 
had been protefted. He, however, wounded his benefailor but 
ilighilyj and the circumfiance was no fooner noti£ed to the 
Council of Five Hundred, than that Affembly teflified its ellecm 
by ordering a bulktin of hi« health, to be delivered daily. 
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He accordingly repaired to the Court of Berlin, 
in the charader of Minifter- Plenipotentiary ; and, 
notwithftanding the many reports to the contrary, 
has affuredly met with a di(irngui(hed reception. The 
grand objeft of his miflion was to neutralife the King 
of Pruflia, and this he has completely cfFcfted, by 
aroufing the jealoufy of that Monarch, and pointing 
out the Houfe of Auftria as the na/ural tntrny of that 
of Brandenburgh. 

Sieyes has been ridiculed by Mr. Burke, who af- 
fefled, ironically, to recommend to the Reformers 
here, ** one of the new conditutions ready cut and 
dry, from the pigeon-holes of the Abbe's bureau.*' 
A literary Emigrant has alfo endeavoured to charac- 
terize him in the followrng couplet : 

** Le Legifte Sieyes, do^eur en i\y\t dur, 

•* Qui pafle pour fublime a force d'etre obfcur." 

TALLIEN. 

No man has had a more weighty part to fuflain 
in the French Revolutionary Drama, than Tallien. 
Although a young man, he may be faid to be one of 
the oldeft Republicans, fmce he was among the firft 
who declared for a government wholly reprefenta- 
tive. He makes no fecret that he was of the chjje 
roturiercy as it was called, during the exigence of the 
priviledged orders ; nor indeed can any RepuHcan 
be afhamed to acknowledge himfelf one of the pecple^ 
although the term plebeian may be retained as an in- 
vidious diftin(ftion in other countries. 

D Z Talliaa 
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Tallien was undeniably the fon of 3, valet de chant- 
brcy who refided with a branch of the family of 
Choifeul, and he himfelf was entered as a Bour/ier, 
in one of the colleges at Paris. The beft educations 
in France, as in Scotland, were not fo expenfive as 
they are in England ; had they been fo, Tallien muft 
have followed a different occupation from that of 
a writet in one of the beft conduced Journals of 
Paris. In the beginning of the Revolution he oc- 
cupied himfelf In difleminating the principles of po- 
litical and religious freedom, and was a6lually called 
from an engagement in the Moniteur, at fifty livres- 
per week, to be Secretary- General to the Commune 
-of Paris. 

To whom could the people fo readily look for the 
•creftion of that column of liberty which they had 
refolved upon, as to thofe who, in the public newf- 
papers, -had delineated it in fuch fafcinating forms? 
It is on this ground, perhaps, that the Convention 
counted among its Members, fo many writers and 
editors of periodical works. 

Tallien not only aflifted in the conftruflion of the 
Republican (hip, but he was launched in her, and 
has been always on board without intermiflion, even 

to this hour. 

His poft at the Commune was not the leaft toil- 
fomc, nor the leaft perilous. Paris for more than 
two years exhibited a fcene of tumult night and day. 
New dangers every hour, in one (hape or other, 
gave rife to violent motions, and turbulent debates. 
While^ on the one hand, he faw it dangerous for a 

public 
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public funftionary to exhibit too much eagernefs to 
^eck the intemperance of inflamed imaginations, 
on the other he beheld himfelf expofed to the hazard 
of being accufed, at a future day,, as an acceifary to 
all the outrages committed, whether with or without 
.his knowledge. To whom can the humane mai^ 
denounce the excefles of an enraged populace in the 
hour of anarchy? In transferring the power from 
one hand to another, there mud be a precife point of 
time in which neither can be faid to exercife iu 

The maffacre of September 1792, appears to be 
the moft anarchical and horrible xra of the French 
Revolution ; for, although unqueflionably, there were 
Magiftrates appointed for preferving the peace and 
the lives of the citizens both in and out of prifon, 
yet^ with the exception of Petion, they remained 
inactive for the two days ihofe cnormiiies prevailed, 
as if without fuHicient means to enforce their au- 
thority ; nor have the efforts of the various parties 
in the different re-adions fucceeded in bringing to 
condemnation, the perfons reproached with k great 
a negleft of duty. 

Committees of InfurreSion were afTembled in al- 
mofl every fedion of the metropolis, and in many of 
them open propofals were made for acts of fummary 
vengeance upon obnoxious perfons. It may be afked, 
was magiftracy afleep ? Was juftice lame as well 
as blind ? Or were the people more than mad ? 
Danton was Minifter of Juftice, Petion was Mayor 
of Paris at this period, and Tallien was at the Com- 
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mil tie every day. They have all three been charged 
as participating in the crimes of the firft days of Sep- 
tember, yet conviction has been brought completely 
home to neither the firft nor the laft, and the fecond 
of ihefe is afTu redly exempt from blame. Tallien ' 
ably and fatisfactorily vindicated his character from 
the afperfion in the Council of Five Hundred, on 
the 30th of Auguft laft, when perfonal altercations 
ran fo high on the fubject of Bailleul's publication. 
Nay, more, Debonnicres, a Member of the fame 
Council, attefted Tallien's humanity and interference 
ifl order to fave the prifoners, of whom he himfelf 
was one. 

But the beft proof that can be offered of his aver- 
£on to cruelty, is the decided, the dangerous hofti- 
lity he waged againft Robefpicrre, when the latter 
made no other ufe of his vaft pop»jlarity than to fa- 
tiate his perfonal vengeance. Robefplerre had mark- 
ed him down, for an early victim, fo that in all pro- 
bability, had not the tyrant fallen himfelf as he did, 
Tallien, with Legendfe, Barras, Sieyes, and half a 
dozen more. of thaty?^z«^///^, would have made up, 
in a few days after, a convenient confpfracy-lift, in 
the fame manner many of their unfortunate col- 
leagues had done before. 

Robefpierre ufed to fay " I cannot fee that I'allien 
without jhudde ring ;'* aware, no doubt, of the intre- 
pidity of his character. The iffue proved that his . 
anticipations were juft. On the famous gih Ther- 
niidor, when Robefpierre rufhed to the Tribune to 
xeply to the denunciation of Billaud de Varrennes, 



and ^as prevented from fpeaking by the almofl una- 
nimous cry of, ** Down with the Tyrant ^" Tallien, 
having obtained a hearing, exclaimed ** The veil is 
rent, every thing announces thcdo\vnfaUof the mon- 
ftcr ! I have armed myfelf ^yilh ^ poniard to ftab him 
to the heart, if the Convention fliould hefitatc to 
vote his accufalion.'^ He then demanded a. decree, 
^'hfch was inftantly pafled, for thearrcft of Henriot, 
the Etat Major of the Parifian armed force, and 
Dumas, the Prefident of the Revolutionary TribiX- 
nal. Before the clofe of the fitting, it is well known 
that Robefpierrc and his creatures expiated their 
crimes upon the fame fcafFold to which they had feat 
fo many unfortunate vidims. 

Tallien, it is true, purfued the virtuous GIrondifts 
alfo to the guillotine, with an animofity that will ever 
difgraee his poliiical integrity. He however con-^ 
felfes and laments, that he has been at times hurried 
away by the ardor of his principles. 

** I may have concurred (fays he) in the death of 
fome real patriots, but fuch was our fate, that Re- 
publicans were doomed to die by the hands of Re- 
publicans, a circumftance much to be deplored, but 
always attendant on great Revolutions !" The out- 
rageous Hebert, X\\^ Joi'd'ijani Fere Duchefne, when 
on hrs trial, made an obfervation on this fubjefl: nei- 
ther unclafLcal nor untrue : ** I fee (cried he) the 
French Revolution has become a fecond Saturn ; it 
is devouring its ov^'n children !" 

Tallien is now the obje6l of the inveterate hatred 

D4 of 
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of the Royalifts. They accufe him of having en- 
riched himfclf while on miflion at Bourdeaux*\ this 
charge he loudly denies, and it ought to be reco1Ie£i- 
ed that no corrupts a£l of this nature has ever been 
proved againft any one of thofe Deputies fent into 
the Departments at the period alluded to \ though 
£rotn the unlimited powers with which they were in- 
Ycftedi they have been denominated Pro-^Confuls. It 
is fcarcely probable that difcoveries ihould not have 
been made, had the alleged tranfaAions really taken 
place. 

Tallien married Mademoifelle Cabbarus, the daugh- 
tor of a rich Spanifli banker of that name, foon after 
his return from the fouth of France. Her fortune 
^iras very confiderable, probably as great as that of 
the late Mifs Scott, nov^r Lady Titchfield. How 
far the confideration of being protefled by a hufband, 
and at the fame time a Deputy of the National Con- 
vention, might have gained an afcendency over the 
lady's mind when the Revolution fpared the heads of 

• His objeft in repairing thither^ was to quell the department 
lal tnfurreBion^ excited by the Deputies fo unjuftly profcribed on 
the 31ft of May. One of them gives the following tedimony of 
his humanity : 

" 11 f out rendre cetie jujiice a Tallien, qu'aprh la fr'tfe de 
Bourdeauxy il y a empeche bien du maU Sans lui, cetie *ville 
auroit iti tralte avec autant de barbarite que Lyon,^* 

Quelques N-otices pour rHiftoIrc, 

par J. B. Louvet. p. 94. 

neith^ 
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neither fex, and was particularly inimical to the rich, . 
we will not take upon us to fay. 

Madame TalHen is unfortunately very elegant in 
her perfon, and fplendid in her attire. She is faid to 
be much charmed with the manners and converfation 
of the young Director, Barras, and if we are to cre- 
dit the fcandalous ftories circulated in Paris, is not . 
altogether exempt from that fujpicion^ which Caefar v 
warned his wife not to incur. 

Pofleffed of an ample income, the whole of which - 
is at her own command, (he indulges in all the ex- 
travagance of drefs and decoration. One day, her 
fhoulders, chert, and legs are bare ; onthe next, they . 
are adorned with feftoons of gold chains, while Jier 
head fpark'es with diamonds*; and, in (lead of the ^ 
fimplicity of a Roman matron, fhe conltantly exhi- 
• bils ail the oftentatious luxury of a Perfian Sultana. 
France may be termed a Commonvveahh; but ihefe 
furely are not Republican manners, befiuing the wife 
Gt one ot the molt eminent of her citizens, 

Tiiilicn, on the other hand, affc£ting to confiderall 
this as the pardonable cxccires of a beautiful Spa- 
niard, is limple in his perfon, :;nd adlive and enter- 
priiing in his habits of lite. Ancr pleading with 

* it 's tut jr.it'cc lo ;lMf i-»*iy, to oulci vc heic, vaw Y^v, . 
Meyer in Iiis hr^.i;?/jfKis/ur Paris, adfr^^ that fht; dotfs not pof- 
fe!s an^• di iino^vli, anti \\ >i tl.e exira^j.-iga^a^u: aliuJtd to nbove, 
origlni^ed in the foetiraiifnaginanOiis ot tiie ta/igrants. - 

He p.c'ds, at the fume ilm;*, '.hat in conijfqu'.nce of Madame 
Tailitr's inteipoiition, the cffufion of much bilod was prevented 
at Bouideaux* 

D5 uncomcrtoa * 
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uncommon zeal againft the law of the 19th Friicti- 
dor, which includes many Republicans who never 
quitted Paris in the lift of Emigrants, and among the 
reft, the widow of Condorcet^ on this occadon, point- 
ed out by name ; he prepared to leave his native 
country, in order to fuccour the tkiti uniformly vic- 
torious efforts of Buonaparte. He accordingly em- 
barked as Commrffibncr to Malta, on board the 
Lodi, a twenty-gun brig, and was ftalioned on the 
quarter-deck, during a long and bloody engagement 
with the Eagle, an Engli(h privateer, encountered 
by accident in the channel of Piombino, and mif- 
taJcen at firft for a man of war. 

Having repaired to Civetta Vecchia to refit, after 
fome ffay, they purfued their voyage, and it is not 
known with certainty, whether the Commiflroner 
has been ftiut up by the Englifh fleet in Malta, or is 
now accompanying Buonaparte in hTs erratic cxcur- 
fions along the banks of the Nile. 

Tallien is remarkable for the elegance of hts per- 
fon. He IS about ihirty-tv/o years of age ; of the 
height of five feet ten inches; thin, and of a cam- 
plcxion inclining to fallow* 

As an orator, he neither ftrikes his auditors with a 
variety of new ideas, nor by the vividnefs of his Ian- 
guage ; he is, however,, to be commendied for propri- 
ety of expreflion,. and the chaftenefs of grammatical 
purity. His voice is not fonorous or commanding ; 
but he attracts confiderable attention, neverthelefs, 
by a modeft deportment 4nd benign countenance. 

His 
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His denunciations are not bitter; and if he can fiicceed 
in replying to the invedives of his enemies, he gene- 
rally puts an end to the conteft. • 

On the whole, he doubtlefs has many errors, and 
perhaps many crimes to expiate, but the Republic, on 
the other hand, certainly owes much to him for the 
conftancy and the zeal with which he has uniform- 
ly fupported its eftablifhment, and with which be- 
ftill labours for its confoKdauon.. 

PETION. 

The French Revolution is fometimes conrtparedP 
to a troubled ocean, and the various factions fucceed-^ 
Sng each other, have been afTimilated to the wave^* 
rolling impetuoufly along until their force is exhauft-- 
ed on the beach, or their form broken againft the 
rocks. 

Jerome Pelion, was born in 1759, at Chartrey, 
the capital of the territory formerly known by the 
appellation of Charialne iff Beauccy and now deno- 
minated the dcpartnient of Eure. His family 
was not noble, but if was at once opulent and re- 
fpeflable, and he himfelf, aficr receiving an excel- 
lent education,* fludied. the law, and was called to- 
the bar. 

He pracSlifed for fome years, in his native cily, 
and acquired confiderable reputation as a Provincial 
Counfel. He alfo diftinguifhed himfclf as a man of 
letters*, and while the Baftile yet flood, he exprefTed- 

■ — — ■ w ■ ■ — 

••" See *< Oeuvies de Jercme Petion.'* 3 vols, iSvo: ' » • ^ 

D. d a marked 
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a marked abhorrence at the multifarious abufes which 
had crept into the French Government, and unveiled 
the radical defeds of its political, civil, and eccled- 
aftical inftitutions. A memoir written by him ** on 
the Laws and Adminiftration of France,** fo early 
as 1782, occafioned fome fearch after the author, 
and had M. de Mirofmenil, then Minifter of Judice, 
difcovered him, there can be but little doubt, that 
the Advocate who had fo eloquently pleaded for the 
liberty of others, would have been deprived of his 
own ! 

No fooner had the idea of a Legiflaiive body been 
conceived, and countenanced by the Court, than he 
pr^ipitated himfelf as a combatant into the political 
arena, determined either to conquer or pcrifh. To 
ihc/econd Affemhly of the Notables, he addrefled a 
** Petition," ftatingthe necedity of granting a double 
rcprefentation of the third eftate ; and at the fame 
time advifed the inhabitams of the country, in a 
printed ** letter/* not to elc<9 Nobles as their Depu- 
ties. When the Parliament of Paris propoftd that 
the States General fhould aflemble in the fame man- 
tier as in 1 6 14, he alfo replied to their memorial. 

When the States General had afl'embled, he pub- 
liflied his ** Advice to the French Nation, en the 
iafety of the Empire," in which he recommends to 
attack the root, rather than the branches of corrup- 
tion, and above all things <* toredrefs grievances be- 
fore they voted fiipplics.** A memoir having been 
ii^WXi lifj by order of the Princes of the Elqod, he 

anfwered 
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anfwered it by his Peiit Mot d'un Marjelllois^ a 
pamphlet which obtained an extenfive circulation and 
celebrity. 

His reputation being now fixed in his native pro- 
vince, he was invited to aflift in compofing the in- 
fini£lions for the Deputies, and he accordingly aded 
a confpicuous part in drawing up the Cahlers of the 
BaiUage of Chartres. His influence however was 
not fufficiently extendve to enable him to afpire to a 
feat in the firft aflfembly. But to that known under 
the name of the Conflituenty he was fent by his fellow 
citizens, and foon diflinguiihed himfclf there ; in- 
deed moft of the great plans brought forward at that 
period, were either fiiggefted by his wifdom, or en- 
forced by his eloquence. 

During this and the fubfequent Icglflature, even 
when his own party was poireircd of all the power 
of the ftate, although he himfelf was daily abufed in 
printed libels of all kinds, he ftill contended ftoutly 
for the free circulation of opinions. 

" What more powerful, or more certain means 
can be adopted," faid he, ** in order to encreafe 
knowledge, than the hberty of the prefs r It is a 
fublime invention, which makes the ideas of cne 
man common to all \ which converts them into a pa- 
trimony for every nation ; which renders them impe- 
lifliable, and almoft corporeal \ which has already fo 
prodigiouily extended the fphere of our comprehen- 
£on; removed the barriers of the human miml, and 

un- 
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undoubtedly is preparing new prodigies for pofftf- 
rity. 

** The liberty of the prefs makes the arts and fci- 
cnces flourifli, and gives a new life to all the focial 
inftrtutions ; by its means errors are diffipated, pre- 
judices are chaced away, opinions ftrliggle with opi- 
nions, and after a combat, rn which they become re- 
fined and purified, trufh at length triun^phs. 

** The liberty of the prefs elevates the mind, gives 
energy to talents, and developes and difplays genitisv 

" The liberty of the prefs is the fafcguard of pblr- 
tical and civil liberty. Nothing can equal, nothing 
can fupply the want of this fpeciesof publie cenfure; 
It watches while th'e law fleeps ; it reftrains when 
the law cannot reprefs ; it denounces to the publrc 
©pinion what the law^'cannot denounce to the courts 
of juftice. 

** The liberty of the prefs and the flavery of na- 
tions are incompatible." 

^ Talents, fuch as thefe, of courfe endeared him tt) 
the popular party, and he accordingly became a 
member of the Convention, in which, as in the Gonr- 
ftituent Aflembly, he acquired a great preponderance. 
What added not a little to his celfebrity, was the be- 
fief that he was guided in all his adllons by principle 
alone, and his condbfl whe« Dumourier piopofed to 
choofe a governor for the Prince Royal, from among 
the members of the legiflature, was always quoted as 
a proof of his difmterefted energy : " We are de- 
puted,!' 
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puted," faid he, ** to form the Conflitution ; wc 
have fworn not to fcparate till \i^e have accompllfhed 
that work ; and we cannot, without violalmg our 
oath and deceiving our conftituents, accept of a place 
which would oblige u^ to quit our poft." 

In order to make Wmfelf acquainted witTithe cn- 
minal code of England, he repaired to this country, 
under pretext of accompaying Madame de Sillefy, and 
her lovelypupil, the unfortunate daughter of the Duke 
of Orleans, hither. He accordingly made many en- 
quiries concerning our mode of proceeding, and the 
nature of evidence, as admitted by our tribunals, and 
fat feveral days on the bench, during the trials at the 
Old Bailey. He alfo was a gucft at one of the pub- 
lic dinners at the London Tavern, and returned home 
fully fatisfied ihat the Minifters of this country would 
not impede France in her revoTulionary career. 

Having been bred up at fchool, and at college 
along with BrifTot, who was alfo a native of the fame 
town, an unbounded intimacy took place between 
them. This circumftance naturally led to a connec- 
tion with the Gnondijhy and' he at length became one 
of the principal leaders of that party. 

In 1791, on the refignation of Bailly, we find him 
Mayor of Paris, and that capital was more than once 
faved from plunder, in confequence of his well ac- 
quired popularity, and the powers of perfuaCon, 
with which he was fo eminently gifted. 

During the ferocious mafTacres that took place in. 
179.2, he ftill occupied that important ftation ; but 
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the contrivers of thofe infernal exceflcs, by bereaving 
him of his reputation for patriotifm, at the fame 
time deprived him of the power to impede their atro- 
cities. During the hotted part of the bloody fcene, 
he was detained at the Mayorahy by force, but no 
fooner washe liberated, than he repaired to the place 
of flaughter, and chaced away the ruffians, fome of 
whom , as if confcious of the merit of their fervices, 
aSually demanded of him a reward! 

On the memorable 21 ft of Auguft, when the King 
was aflailed in hi-s palace by the cries of the popii- 
lace, who vociferated *' a bas Je vetOy' Petion had a 
delicate part to aft, both as Mayor and an adverfarr 
of the veto^ which at that lime gave fo much occa- 
fion for fufpicion. 

On the loth of Auguft he was detained for a fhort 
time in that palace, as an hoftage for the fafciy of 
the Royal Family ; a circumftance which accelerated 
its deftiuftion. He afterwards voted for an appeal 
to the nation upon the condemnation of Louis' XVK 
notwiihftanding he was detefted by that Monarchy, 
and this gave the fierce Republhans occafion to fuf- 
peft him i fo that when the crifis of the 3 ift of May^ 
arrived, he was ranked among the profcribed Depu- 
ties, and coinmiittd to prifon. On the following- 
morning, however, he made his efcape, and joined; 
thofe Dcpuiitis at Caen, who had conceived, and 
were then C(Miiriving to execute the projeft of a de* 
fartmental injurre^toti. Having been deceived by-. 
Wimpfen, who at firft pretended to be a Republi- 
cans 
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can, and was foon after difcovcred to be a Royalift, 
as well as M. de Puiflaye, who was to have been 
their General, and whom they fufpeSed of treat- 
ing with the Jacobins, the Monarchifts, and the 
Englifli at the fame time, they determined to remove 
into the Department of the Gironde, Accordingly, 
Petion, Buzoti Louvet, Gauclet, and Barbaroux, af- 
fuming the drefs and accoutrements of volunteers, 
marched, or rather cfcaped acrofs the country to 
Quimper, whither they at length arrived, after ftrug- 
gling with innumerable difficulties. 

There they remained concealed for fome time, 
and were at length fo fortunate as to procure a vef- 
fcl, which on the recommendation of fome worthy 
merchants attached to their caufe, was to carry them 
to Bourdeaux by fea. 

On this new element ihey were once more expofed 
to a thoufand dangers. In the iirfl place, they were 
obliged to fail under the convoy of the BreA fleet \ 
and had it not been for the condu£t of the Captain^ 
who at the rlfk of his life faved theirs, by ftoutly de- 
nying that there was any pafTengers on board, they 
muft inevitably have been immolated to the fury of 
the Mountain. 

But this was not all : they were dill more afraid, 
if poffible, of meeting with a Britifh fquadron, then 
cruizing in their immediate neighbourhood, and had 
all entered into the ddperate refolution, in that cafe, 
to facrifice their exiftence, in order to fave their ho- 
nour : for it had been given out by their enemies. 
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that they were in league with the Engliffi Cabinet ; 
and had they been taken, this circnmflance alone 
would have feemed tojuftify the fofpicions, fo artfully 
propagated againft them. 

At length, however, they arrived within fight of the 
place of. their deflination ; but their dangers inftcad 
of abating feemed to multiply every moment. They 

now learned that the moment they came to anchor 

■ 

their little veflel was to be vifited, and (earched by a 
cutter from the Commodore ; and heard alfb that the 
garrifon of the fort carefully infpe£ted all paffenger»$ 
and demanded their pafTports. In this dilemma they 
determined to land toward the evening in an unfre- 
quented fpot, and having at length effeSed this, and 
handfomely rewarded the faithful matter of the lit- 
tle veflel, they walked forward towards Bourdeaux* 

Afraid to Venture into this city, notwithftanding 
they imagined the inhabitants in arms for them, they 
repaired to a houfe in the neighbourhbod, pointed cut 
by one of the profcribed Deputies, who had fent no- 
tice to the family of their intentions. On their ar- 
rival, however, they found the manfibn empty, and 
n/vith great difficulty procured the key. This cir- 
cumftance exhibiting a finiftrous afpcft, they deter- 
mined to reconnoitre thrneighbourhood, and Potion 
and Guadet were fcleflcd for that purpofe. 

On their return, they reported, that inftead of the 
Gironde being in a flate of infurreflion on their ac- 
count, they could not find flielterany where, even for 
a few hours \ that in Bourdeaux the feflion of Frank- 

llA 
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lin declaring for the Jacobins, tnd an armed force 
having prefented itfelf at the fame time, the more re- 
fpeSable citizens had been overcome by the rabble ; 
that Chafe jU'Trompeite and Fti Blaye^ both in poft 
feflion of the Girondifts, had furrendered, and that 
Tallien and the Deputies of the Mountain had en- 
tered in triumph. 

All thefe fads were foon confirmed by the mod 
doleful experience ; the inhabitants in their vicinky, 
who had always viewed them with a jealous eye, be- 
gan to be in motion ; they were deditute of arms, am- 
munition, and providons ; their friends were afraid 
not only to (belter but to fuccour them, while troops 
and even cannon were advancing againd them on all 
fides : in (hort, their dcftrudion appeared to be in- 
evitable. 

Having found means, however, to efFeft their ef- 
cape, during the night, they had the good fortune to 
crofs the Dordogne in a ferry-boat, and elude the 
vigilance of fifty troopers difpatched in purfuit of 
them, by taking refuge in a quarry. 

Expofed to the fury of the elements, deftitute of 
clothes, provifions, and even of (lioes; fubfifting only 
by accident, and liable every moment to deftru6lion, 
what was now to be done ? They were not poflefled 
of the means of any longer combating the enemy, 
and even their own prefervation became exceedingly 
precarious. It was impodible to keep in a body and 
remain undifcovcred ; and the thought of feparatron 
was dreadful. 

M 
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. At length, after many painful ftrugglcs, it was re- 
folved to divide. Salles and Guadet taking the road 
towards Landes, were foon after feized, carried ta 
Bourdeaux, and, after a mock trial, qxeciited there. 
Barbaroux, Valady, and Lou vet, crofled the country 
towards Mont-Pont, where the lad left them, and, 
after a variety of romantic adventures, reached Paris;, 
efcaped thence to Mount Jura, returned, and was 
recognized as a martyr, after the Thermidorian Re- 
volution, and at length, as if by a miracle, died in his 
bed ! Of the two former, Barbaroux was feized and 
carried to Bourdeaux, where he periflied on a fcaf- 
fold ; and Valady, after efcaping from his own po- 
niard, being recognized at Perigueux, experienced a 
(imilar fate. 

In the mean time, Petion and Buzot having de- 
termined to remain together, and undergo the fame 
fate, wandered about from place to placej fometimes 
taking (helter in a barn or an empty hay-loft ; feme- 
tin(ies expofed for whole days and nights to the in- 
clemency of the atmofphere, and often deftitute of 
the means of fupporting life. 

Nature being exhauded by fo many privations, at 
length yielded to the preflure, and their emaciated Y^o^ 
dies were found ftretched on the ground in the fame 
field, in the Department of the Gironde ; for, 
dreadful to relate I they were both fuppofed to have 
periflied by want, in the very centre of one of the 
moft fertile provinces of the Republic^ 

Thus 
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Thus fell, in the moft wretched and forlorn ftate 
that humanity can be expofcd to, the eloquent, the 
virtuous, the incorruptible Petion, but a few months 
before the idol of the French nation, and one of the 
main pillars on which it relied. He was a vi£llni 
to a revolution zcaloufly promoted by himfelf, but of 
■which its authors had not fufficient energy, or per- 
haps atrocity of chara6ler to control. 

In the mean time his wife, like thofe of the other 
profcribed Deputies, had been expofeJ to the vileft 
and bafeft perfections. Madame Petion, a beauti- 
ful and accomplifhed female, reje6^ing the counfels 
of her mother, a proud and haughty woman, who 
was attached to Monarchy and Ariftocracy, had 
imbibed and maintained the principles of her huf- 
band. While that celebrated man filled the civic 
chair, fhe prefided as Mayorefs with a dignified 
fimplicity, and exhibited on every occafion the moft 
affable manners and the moft engaging moderation; 
Soon after his efcape fhe was imprifoned, and re- 
duced to dreadful diftrefs, being obliged to have re- 
courfe to the bounty of her friends, in order to fup- 
ply her with common neccflaries. She was at length 
releafed, but her own calamities and thofe of her fa- 
mily, had made fuch a deep impreflion on her mind, 
-that her imagination was for fome time difordered, 
and what is not a little remarkable, (he ftill fuppofes 
her huft)and to be alive, and daily expedls his ar- 
rival ! 

Petion was a handfome, good-looking man, nd 

more 
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more than thirty-four years of age ; hi^ complexion * 
was fair and florid, and he is thought by many, in his 
perfon to have refembled the Marquis of LanCdowne, 
when that nobleman was at the fame period of life. 

GENERAL MOKEAU. 

This youthful General, deftined like many of his 
contemporaries, from humble beginnings to attain 

. high military rank and uncommon celebrity, was , 
born at Morlaix, in Baffe Briiagnej now included in 
the Department of La Vendee. 

His father was a man of great refpeflabilhy, and 
on account of his integrity, difintereftednefs, and pri- 
vate virtues, although a lawyer, was generally called 
the father of the poor. On the breaking out of the 
Revolution, fuch was the general confidence in his 

• honefty, that he was feledled by the gentry and nobi- 
lity of Morlaix, and its neighbouihood, more efpe- 
eially thofe who propofed to emigt-ate, as the moft 
proper perfon to be intruflcd with the management 
of their affairs. The great number of depofits which 
he received on this occafion from the nobles and 
emigrants, contributed not a Uule to luring him af-j 
terwards to the guillotine,, \inder the government of 
Robefpierre, and he was put to death at Brefl, by or- 
der of Prieur, then on miflion in the Department ofv 
Piaefterre. It is not a little remarkable, that on the 
very fame day the father fufFered by the command of 
the tyrant, the viftorious fon entered Sluys in tri- 
lamph, and added it to the dominions of the Republic ! 

Several 
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Several eye-witnefTes have declared, that the people 
prefent at his execution Ihed torrents of tears, ex- 
claiming feveral times, ^< They are taking our fa- 
ther away from us!" 

Young Moreau evinced from his early youth a 
ilrong prepofleflion for a military life, and at the age 
of eighteen, a£lually enlided as a foldier. His fa- 
ther, however, who confidered this conduftas thq ef- 
fe£l of imprudence, bought his congf^ and fent him 
hack to refume his ftudies. Whether the law prov- 
ed an unpleafant profeflion to him, or whether his 
propenfity for arms got the bettq^ of every other in- 
clination, it is certain ihat he foon enlifted again. 

The elder Moreau, hurt at this fecond a£lof rafh- 
nefs, with a view that he might experience fome of 
the harddiips of the life he had chofen, fufFered him 
to fcrve as a private for a few months ; after which 
he was prevailed upon, by his friends, not to let the 
young man continue any longer in that low condi- 
tion, as it would occafion him to lofe the benefit of 
his early education. Before the Revolution, a man 
who was not of the caji of the NobleJJey had little hope 
of advancement in the army, whatever might have 
been his merit. Moreau was therefore, almoft in 
fpite of himfelf, compelled again to return to the dry 
ftudy of the law, and to follow the profeflion of his 
father, who was eminent in this line. 

When the Revolution took place he was Prevot 
de Droit at RenRes, a mark of fuperiority among the 
iludenls in law. In that office he acq^uitted himfelf 

to 
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to the complete fatisfaftion of every body. It is 
faid, that when M.le Chevalier de Bremi^res brought 
the Edicls of May, 1788, to the Parliament of Ren- 
nes, to be regiftered, Moreau, then a fupporter of 
the privileged order againft the Crown, went to the 
Literary Chamber, and made an offer of the ferviccs 
of the ftudents, together with thofe of a great num- 
ber of other young people, againfTthe meafures of 
the Court. Obferving, however, their ftubbornnefs 
and want of principle, he foon relinquifhed his con- 
cern' for their intereft, and efpoufed the party of the 
people. 

In the month of 0£lober, 1788, the States of 
Brittany affembled at Rennes ; but the Tiers Etat 
were not then willing to fit with the two other or- 
ders, compofed of Nobles and Clergy ; the latter, 
therefore, fummoned the Syndics of all the Corpora- 
tions to appear among them, but were conftantly 
oppofed ; and this, inftead of quieting, increafed the 
general diflatisfadlion. At length, with a view to 
force them to put an end to their fittings, the people 
met in the place called Le Champ Montmorin^ and at 
the fame time, about twelve hundred young men of 
Nantes, zealous fupporters of the new order of things^ 
arrived armed at Rennes. The City Magiftrates 
were at firft unwilling to let them enter ; upon fur- 
ther confideration, however, they received and lodg« 
ed them in the houfes of the bourgeois, Thefe young 
men loft no time in joining the people, who conti- 
nued 
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the citjr. This daring motion was t6 unite ili the 
heads of the forty-eight feflions of Paris in one coun- 
cil ; ^ meafurc that would have fuperfeded the force 
of the legiflaAire itfelf, if not its authority. Thk' 
was a projeAy conceived in common with the famous 
Hebert, Momoro, and Mazuel, and would have been 
aided in its execution by the daring Roniin, who at 
that time commanded a body of the (arr^ee rovolu- 
tionnaire) revolutionary army. 

How far Robcfpierre wasr apprized of, or approv- 
ed the fcheme, does not appear ; many fhrewd ob- 
fervers of what was pafling, feemed fatlsfied that It 
was to have been only a prelude *' to the fwelling adt'* 
which was to follow, when the hero of the piece Wai 
to have been in full play. 

The majority of the Convention faw through the 
veil which covered the workings of the plot, and an- 
ticipated their own danger, fhould it be carried into 
cflFe£l. They, therefore, without lofs of time, annul* 
led the proceedings, and declared all to be rebels who 
fbould perfift therein. Chaumette appeared to put 
a good face on this corre£lion. He told the Com- 
mune^ on its next meeting, that his propofition muft 
be relrnquifhed ; for the Convention, with a patet- 
nal, though fcvere voice, had ftamped with nullit/ 
their* former refolution, and that it became thera^ 
like dutiful children, to fubmit. Hebert, Momo- 
ro, and Mazuel, were Toon after accufed as traitors, 
imprifoned, tried, and executed ; but Chaumette fur- 
vived a (hort time longer, as his enemies thought it 
fafer to wear away by degrees the remaining, populac 
partiality for bim, before he fliouid be ftruck at. 

Vol. L F Hc 
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He was taken up, howeveri on the 26th of Marchi 
1794, under a charge of confpiring, with the fore- 
going men^ againft the governmenti and guillotined 
on the 13th of April followingi without thp fmalleft 
efibrt> on the part of Robefpierre, to fave him* 

He confeiTedy at the place of execution/ that the 
Revolution had inflamed his imagination, and at 
times intoxicated his brain^ from the too free gratifi- 
cation of his vengeance, for the perfonal injuries he. 
had received. He faid, alfo, that three inflances had 
come to light, of his arifiocratic and inveterate ene- 
ipies attempting his life ; and that a defire of repri- 
bl, in which he conceived the fafety of the common- 
wealth in fome meafure involved, made him feek all 
occafions for arrogating power ; but that he never 
cherilhed an idea of poflefCng any permanent autho- 
rity not even of a fecondary or fubordinate nature. 

LANJUINAIS, 

Previ«iufly to the Revolution, was an advocate of 
very diffinguilhed reputation at Rennes, in Brittany, 
and he was appointed by this Province, in 17 891 a 
Deputy to the States-General. 

Soon after the meeting of that body, he projeSed 
the plan of the Br£tont fince known under the name 
of the Jacobin Club, aiid by this fmgle ad:, may be 
faid to have been the remote caufe of all thofe event- 
ful tranfaiftions which have ilnce agitated France, 
and all Europe^ He took the idea of fuch an infti- 
tution from a fimilar fociety, held during a former 
convocation of the States-General, in the reign of 

Hefijy the Thirdi and from its meeting under a/e>r- 

tk# 
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ttc9 of the royal 'palace of Blois, called tfjt Portico of 
the Bretons. This club of Lanjuiiiais, was at firft 
called the Breton Clui, but on the removal of the Na- 
tional AflTembly to Paris, it aflumed the name of the 
yacobin Qub, from its meetings being held in a con- 
vent of the Dominican- Friars, called after the Saint 
of that name. 

On the dilTolution of the National Aflembly, Lan- 
juinais retired to Rennes ; but on the calling of the 
National Convention, he was appointed ;a deputy to 
it. In this turb«lent body, wherein to appear con- 
fpicuous more boldnefs andenthufiafm were requifite 
than philofophyand equanimity, he remained ina6tive 
till the prpfcription of the Briflbtins. Conceiving that 
from this period the reprefentatives would be con- 
trolled by the Pari fiaix cut-throats, he with 72 others^ 
united in a ftrong proteft. A decree of accufation 
was, in confequence, palTed again (t them, and thofe 
who fcorned to fly, of which Lajuinais was one, 
were committed to pyifon. It is well known that, 
after the overthrow of Robefpierre, they were all re- 
ftored to their feats in the legiflature. 

His fufFerings tended only to increafe the efteem 
in which he was before held by his colleagues ; till 
the diflblution of the Convention, therefore, he was 
confidered as one of the leading members. He was 
firft chofen Prefident, afterwards voted into the Com- 
mittee of Legiflation, which was appointed for the 
purpofe of forming a new Republican Conftitution, 
and has always been confidered as one of the moft 
able, upright, and a£live of the French legiflators. 

Lanjuinais continued to /It in the newatTemtiVY^ 

F 2 « 
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as a member of the Council of Ancients, and proved 
the conftant cenfor of the Council of Five Hundred, 
Vfhen any law was propofed, inconfiftent with prin- 
ciples of juftice and public utility. He firmly op- 
pofed the decree for fequeftrating the eftates of-tho 
relations of emigrants, and his fpeech contained the 
following laudable fentiment : " Know, my country- 
men, (fa id he) that the eyes of all Europe are fixed upon 
usm Lei us prove ourfelvesjuji, anddemonflrate, that in 
the courfe of the Revolution, we have been always led 
away by error, and never by crime. ^* 

On the renewal of the laft third it was the lot of 
Lanjuinais, to return to the ftation of a private^iti- 
zen. He carried with him tl\e efteem of all rational 
Republicans. His prefent refidence isatRennes, in 
a modeft and virtuous obfcuri^y, confident with his 
philofophical charadler. Before the dete£tion of the 
late confpiracy, he was one of thofe Republicans 
who deprecated the dangers to which his country was 
reduced, hy the known exiftence of traitors in the 
two councils, and who obferved with forrow, the 
countenance given to royalijm Viwdfanaticifm. 

Lanjuinais is about fixty years t)f age, of a middle 
fize, very thin vifage, and not handfome. He is re- 
puted to be a firm believer in the tenets of Chriftia- 
nity ; and on all occafions has (hown himfelf the 
friend of religious toleration. 

M. DE LA TUDE. 

This extraordinary man, a noble by birth^ and an 
officer by profedion, was imprifoned for 4 great niim- 
•r ofyes^rs in th^ Baftillei the dungeons of Vincen- 
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DCS, and the Bicetre, by order of Madame de Pompa- 
dour, the midrefs of Louis XV, whom, unluckily, 
he had offended* By means of a rope-ladder, four 
hundred feet in length, with two hundred fleps, or 
crofs-bands, all conflruSed out of fhirts and (lock- 
ings, carefully unravelled for that purpofe, he and hig 
companion, d'Alegre, found means to efcape from 
one of the towers of the Baflille. 

At Amfterdam, he was claimed by the French Am- 
bafTador, conduced in chains to Paris, and indulged, 
or rather puniflicd, with the fight of his former com- 
panion, whom he found raving-mad in the hofpital 
for lunatics at Charenton ! 

After retnaining forty months in his old apartment 
in the Baftille, he learned, by means of a piece of pa- 
per parted on a window in la rue de St. Antoine^ that 
the Marchionefs was no more ; but as he refufed to 
difclofe how be came by this intelligence, he was re- 
manded by M. de Sartines, then Lieutenant de PoUcfp 
to the dungeon at Vincennes, whence he efcaped, by 
knocking down two centinels. Being again taken, 
he was committed to a gloomy cell in the Bicetre ; 
whence he was at length extricated by the kindneft 
of a charitable lady, called Madame le Gros, who 
became furety for his good behaviour, and aSually^ 
maintained him out of her little income. 

The Memoirs of Henry Mafers de la Tude, con- 
taining an account of his confinement during thirty^ 
five years in the flate prifons of France, were pub- 
liflied in 1788, and made a great npife throughout all 
Europe, as they verified every thing aflertcd relative 

Fj \o 
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to the horrid defpotifm that had prevailed, and niigfit 
at any future time be renewed in that kingdom. 

MESDEMOISELLES DE FERNIGS. 

Thefe two young heroines were the daughters of a 
quarter-maftcr of cavalry ; and by accompanying the 
troops in their excurfionsi at the beginning of the 
war, attained a certain degree of attachment to mili- 
tary exploits, and even anenthufiam againfl the com- 
mon enemy. Unlike the " Maid of Orleans," they 
vrere dreflcd in female attire, and pretended neither 
.10 prophecy nor to revelation ; but they headed the 
French troops in 179 1 9 M'ith the fame boldnefs that 
^he martial female alluded to^ was accullomed to do9 
Mwo centuries before, 

Dumourlez, who never let flip any occafion of 
infpiring his army with confidence, invited tbefe la» 
idles to the camp at Maulde ; and made fucb a flatter* 
Jng report to the Convention of their inodefty, intre- 
pidity, and good condud, that they received a houfe^ 
and an adjoining piece of land, as a p^efent from the 
.Republic. 

On the defection of this General, preferring gra- 
titude to duty, and perfonal attachment to the love of 
their country, they both took part with him, and 
were outlawed. 

It is not a liule remarkable, that this hoary-head- 
ed warrior, although old enough to be the grandfather 
of moft of our generals^ has yet found me^ns to at- 
•l^cb a great nuiAber pf ladies to him ; fome young 
«»d handfom<^ and fome old, ))ut accompliflicd. 
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ANACHARSIS CLOOTS,* 

Was t>orn in Cleves. Although a Pniffian, a 
Baron, and a man of fortune, he feems to have im- 
bibed, while yet a boy, a fade for liberty ; and, in- 
deed^ notwithfianding his (inguUrittes atid extrava«^ 
gancres, he never appears to have belied his original 
opinions, although his condud frequently threw an 
air of ridicule over them« At ah early period of Ufe, 
he travelled into all the different countries of Europe^ 
and being rich, noble, and fprightfy, he was every 
where received with difiinguilhed marks of attention. 

While in England, he frequently vifited Mr. 
Burke, to whom he was introduced by means of .let- 
ters from fome very learned and refpe^ble men .oa 
the Continent. 

The interview between the Philofopher of Bea- 
consfield, and the ** Orator of the human r^ce," will 
be deemed leCs whimfical, perhaps^ than may be at 
firft imagined ; when it is known, that Mr* Burke^ 
at the period alluded ,to, was neither the peniloner 
nor the pandar of royalty, but upheld a lofty ichar^- 
ter for independence, and poflefled fome of thofe ve^ 
fingularities fo confpicuous in hb friend Anacharfis. 

M. C loots was not only the nephew of a ncUa . 
of lettersyt but a£lually a man of lettexs himfelf. 

■'■■■■ • ■!■ I ■ « 

* His baptlfflaal name was Jean Baptifte : he adopted that .of 
Anacharfis. 

f Cornelius Pauw, author of many learned works, particu- 
larly <* Kechercbes PhiloTophiques fur Ics Americains, o«i M^ 
aooires inr6ftflans pour iervir a THiftoire dc TEfp^ce Humgdne^ 
A Berlin, l^.DCC.LXXL 

F4 In 
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In 17921 he publiflied a fmall oflavo volume, enti- 
tilled " La RipubUque Univerfelkf ou Addreffiaux Ty^ 
rannicidis ;" which was printed at Paris, in ** the 
fourth year of the Redemption,*' and had <* Veritas 
atque liberta$i* by way of mdtto. Voltaire having 
figned himfelf the Reprefentative of Phllofophers, 
the author pretends to be '^ the Reprefentative of the 
Opprefled ;" and claims an ^' univerfal apoftlelhip 
for the gratuitous defence of the million^ of flaves, 
who groan from one pole to the other/* In this 
traA he aflerts, .that nations are not to be delivered 
by the blade of a podiard, but by the rays of truth — 

• <* Steel can kill only the tyrant, but tyranny itfelf 
may be deftroyed by knowledge." 

i The following is a fpeech delivered by Anachariis^ 
at the bar of the Legiflative Aflembly, to which he 
Jiad condu3:ed a deputation of Dutch, Spaniardsi Ita* 

' lians, Gerttians, Americans, and Afiatics, a little be- 
fore the grand confederation — 
<* Legiflators! 
^* The awe-infpiring ftandards of the French em- 
pire are about to be difplayed on the r4th of July, 
in the Field of Mars, the fame place where Julian 
trampled all prejudice f underfoot f This civic folemnity 

' VfiH hot only be ihcfeftival of the French people, but 
that of the human race. The trumpet, which pro- 
claims the refurreSion of a great empire, has re- 
founded to the four corners of the world ; and the 

. joyful fongs of a chorus of twenty-five millions of 
freemen have awakened the nations buried in a long 
ilavery. The wifdom of your decrees, and the union 

of 
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of the children of France, that raviftiing pi£lure of 
human felicity, aiFord bitter anxiety to defpots, and 
juft hopes to the enflaved. 

" We have alfo conceived a great thought ; and 
fhall we venture to fay, that it will complete the tri- 
umphs of this glorious day ? A number of foreign- 
ers, aflembled from all the different corners *of the 
earth, a(k leave to range themfelves in the midft of 
the Field of Mars ; and the cap of Liberty, which 
they will elevate with tranfport, (hall be the pledge 
of the approaching deliverance of their unhapy feU 
low-citizens. 

*< The triumphant generals of ancient Rome 
dragged conquered nations at their chariot- wheels ; 
but you, exhibiting a noble contraft, behold freemea 
in your train, whofe native countries, at this mo- 
ment in chains, \yill become one day free alfo, by 
the influence of your unfhaken courage, and your 
philofophical laws. 

" No embafly was ever fo facred: our letters of 
credit are not written upon parchment ; our miflioi> 
is engraven in everlafting charafters in the hearts o£ 
all men ; and, thanks to the authors of the Decla- 
ration OF Rights, thefe charadlers will be no 
longer unintelligible to tyrants. 

" You have recognized the great truth, that all fo- 
vereignty refides in the people. Now the people are 
every where under the yoke of diSators, who call 
themfelves fovereigns, in defpite of your principles. 
Didtatorfhip may be ufurped, but fovereignty is in- 
violable ; and the ambafladors of tyrants wou\d not 

F 5 covtfet 
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confer Co much honour on your auguft feftival as we^ 
•whofc miflion is tacitly owned by our countrymen — 
by the fovereign people, under oppfeflion. 

^< What a leflbn for defpots ! what a confolation 
to unfortunate nations ! when we (haH inform them, 
that the firft people of Europe has given the (ignal 
for the happinefs of mankind in both hemifpheres! 

" We Ihall now retire, and wait in refpe£lful 
£tence for the refult of your deliberations on the pe- 
tition, didated to us by the enthufiafm for univerfal 
liberty,"* 

Cloots was a great advocate for one common lan- 
guage, and fo well convinced of the neceflity of one 
univerfal government, that he deems two funs above 



• This motley cinbafly, Ifwt are to believe fome, confiiled of 
very refpeftabic pcrfons, natives of the countries of which they 
aflamed the reprereiitation. On the other bandy if we are to 
credit otbers> they were a6)ually clotbeJ 2ind paid for that pur- 
f ofe. The following pail^^ges contains the ftntimepts of a De- 
puty on this fubje6l : 

** Cette seance eLoit lefervce pour dcs Ivenemcns extraordr* 
'naires* Des I'ouverture on vit fe prefenter des Deputes de tootes 
Jes nations du monde dans le coftume de Uur preUndut patrie^ 
venant feiiciter TAiltmblev Rationale fur Theureux fucces de 
fes travaux^ et ces pretendus ambaffadeors done aucun peut* 
lue n^avoit vu le pays qu''il difbit representer, n'^etoient que dts 
gens qtCon a*uoit pay is pcurjouer ce role, 

•* L'un d'eux s'^iant irompe de logement & de nom^ a ete 
demander a M. le Marquis de Biencourt, P^put^ de Gueret, ie 
falaire de cette jouinee. Comnoent ]es inventeurs de ces fraudes 
pretend ues pleufes n'ont-ils pas fenti quails infultoient ainfi de 
la nr»aniere la plus outrageante & a plus crimipelle, la digniie 
derAiTemblw^ational.*'- 
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one horizon^ or a pair of gods in heaven, not more 
abfurd than two feparate nations upon earth ! . 

He was accuftomed to treat a name revered by all 
Chriftimis as that of an impoftor ; and fo bitter was 
this extraordinary enmity, that he is faid to have de- 
clared himfelf the perfonal enemy of J — C— I 

Anacharfisy a Pruffian by birth, a Frenchman by 
adoption, and a citizen of the world by choice, at laft 
found means to 1)ecome a member of the National 
Convention. On the great queftion refpeding the 
death of the King> he voted in the affirmative ; 'and 
with the fame breath pafled fentence on the head of 
the houfe of Brandenboarg, and Louis XVI. — ** Et 
ji condamne pareillement a mort Vinfame Frederick Gil" 
laumeT* 

Soon after this he was implicated in the affair of 
Pere Duchefne^ arrefted, fent to prifon, and (as 
Robefpierre never forgave) he was put to death on 
• the 24th of March, 1794. It is but juftice to ftate, 
that he continued faithful to his principles, and that 
he appears to have died innocent. It is not a little 
Angular, that he infifted on being, the lad perfon 
executed that day, in order to have an opportunity 
of inftilling certain principles into the mind of each 
of his fellow- fufFerers, by means of a (hdrt harangue, 
which he pronounced as the fatal guillotine was 
about to defcdid on his neck. 

It is, on the whole, perhaps, a mrsifoTtune to the 
caufe of liberty, that fuch a man ihould have de- 
clared himfelf among its affertors. 

f 6 ^ A.I.- 



( »o8 ). . 

Both thought and wrote before the Revolution. 
In 1788, he publilhed a work entitled, " Moife cnn^ 
Jtdere comme I^egtjlateur iff comme Moralijie^* by way 
of fupplement to his com()ariron between Zoroaderi 
Confucius, and Mahomet, which conferred fome 
celebrity on his talents, and breathed throughout a 
Ijpirit of liberty and inveftigation. 

Such works as thefe at length taught the people 

to think alfo, and they began to be publiflied in great 

.plenty. Even in 1787, M. Mathbn de la Cour,^ a 

member of the Academy of Lyons and Villefranche, 

obtained the prize from the Academy of Chalons- 

fur-Marne, for his ** Difcoursfur les meilleurs Moyens 

, de faire naitre^ et d^encourager le Patrlotifme dans une 

Monarchies* in which he ably difcriminates between 

patriotifm and the love of one*s country* — " Patrio- 

tifm,'more rare," fays he, ** b^caufe it is more difin- 

tereded, than the love of our country, is an ardent 

deflre of ferving our compatriots, and of contributing 

to their welfare, happinefs, and fecurity. This de^ 

fire, noble in itfelf, is luch as is felt by the noble 

and virtuous : while the moft felfifli wretch loves his 

country only as it concerns his own welfare, the true 

patriot is always^ ready to facrifice to it, not only his 

deareft interefts, but even his life.** 

This magical word patriottfmj which began to be 
known and proclaimed throughout France, contained 
within it the emlrio of liberty ; and Paftoret, Con- 
dorcetj and Snflbt^ but developed the £erm; planted 

indeed 
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indeed by the hand of Nature fn the human hear;t, 
and watered by the hands of Roufleau and Voltaircr 

On the diflblution of the States General, Padoret 
was eledled a Deputy to the legiflative body, of 
which he had the honour to be eleflcd fir ft Prefi- 
dent, on its meeting, which took place on the ift of 
Oftober, 1791 ; but he foon after retired in difguft* 
He however 'Was returned a member to the fucceed- 
ing Aflembly, and for a time acquired great applaufe 
by his liberality and zeal, having, among other 
things, attempted a reform m the penal code, and 
propofed fome falutary regulations refpedling the 
trial by jury, fo far as the intention, or what wc in 
our courts term the qui ammo, is concerned. He alia 
reproached the Dire£lory, for their condu£l in refpedl 
to the Commiflfioners of Louis XVIII. and denied 
with equal fpirit and truth that they had any right to 
try them by military law. . 

Soon after this he became one of the moft ftrenu- 
ous oppofers of the prefent government; contended 
on popular grounds for a ftrift adminiftration of the 
conftitution, and declared himfelf ready to watch 
over and withftand the encroachments of a Direftory^ 
with as much jealoufy and vigor as thofe of a King. 
On the 2d of Meffidor, 5th year, while others were 
condemning the treaty between England and Ame- 
rica, as unfaithful on the part of the latter power, to 
her engagements with France, he ftrenuoufly de- 
fended it, in all its parts and provifions ; a circum- 
ilance which excited the furprife of many of his col- 
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leagues^ and cxpofed him to much obloquy and fuf* 
picion. 

During the difputes with the fe^Siions about the 
re-ele£lion of the two-thirds^ which he is fuppofed to 
have fomented, Paftoret, in confequence of his opl- 
nions, was returned a Deputy for Paris, in the Coun- 
cil of Five Hundred. Immediately after his eledion 
he joined the party of Pichegru, Camiile Jourdan, 
Boifly d'Anglas, &c. His condu£l now neither ado* 
ni(hed his friends nor his enemies, although violent 
and imprudent to the lad degree. He became a 
warm advocate for the return of the emigrants, and 
hinted more than once at the injuflice of confifcating 
their eftates. He thwarted every meafur£ for ge- 
neral defence, and at length he and his friends not 
only outvoted the Republicans, but a£lually forci^d 
them to abandon the Aflembly. 

At length a new revolution took place, and his 
name was included in the famous decree of tranfpor- 
tation, which pafled Sept. 4th, 1797 ; but \\t found 
means to efcape to Switzerland^ and thus prevented 
a voyage to Cayenne. 

Paftoret has been looked upon as an Ariftocrat for 
fome years pad, and his reproaches againd Condor- 
cet for writing in a newfpaper dedicated to liberty 
(Le yournal de Paris J was never forgot teii by the 
patriots of 1789. It is but jud, however to remark^ 
that his condu£t has always been open, his language 
candid, his fentiments liberal, and that he has been a 
condant advocate for morals ^ which he judly confi- 
dersthe bed fupport of every government^ more efpe- 
^^'dl/a Republicstn one. vy» 
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Was a Marquis, and a man of fortune ; but neither 
his title nor eftates exempted him from the mod 
cruel perfecution under the old government of France^ 
He was unlucky enough to have a handfome wife^ 
who happened to be admired by the Baron de B. then 
Minifter of Police : this was more than fufBcient to 
ruin one of the provincial nohlfffiy diffipated and dif- 
folute as he was, and, what was infinitely worfe^ un^' 
protected at court ! The procefs was fliort:*iWif- 
dame la Marquife is faid to have been feduced into 
the arms of the opulent, powerful, and amorous mi- 
nifter; and her hufband, under pretence of infanity, 
confined at Charenton ! 

. On being liberated, he inftantly repaired to Eng- 
land, and lived in London during 1777 and 1778, in 
great diftrefs. He is ftill remembered at the Strat- 
ford CofFee-houfe, on account of his bad Englifh, 
his amazingly good appetite, and his rooted but na- 
tural averfion to a government that bad connived at 
fuch flagrant oppreflion. 

Having found means to repair to Italy, he was 
•well received at Naples by the French Ambaflador, 
and the native nobility, notwithftanding his manners, 
drefs, and addre.fs appertained lefs to the noblejje than 
the Lazzar/sni. 

On the Revolution, he returned to Paris, and glutted 
his revenge at the execution of the King, Qijeen, 
and mod of the powerful nobles, whom he confi- 

dciQd ^s bis perfecuLors, He is even faVA to YvaN^ 

' .A 
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Ireen aflive in the maflTacres of the prifoners, both in 
the capital and at Verfailles : this procured him the 
appellation of Le Petit Septemhrijeur,^ 

So early as 1789, he became one of the moft ener- 
getic, if not the moft eloquent orators, in the circles 
of the Palais Royal^ but his clumfy figure and vul- 
gar phrafeology prevented him from being fo fuc- 
cefsful as Camillc Defmoulins and others ; for in- 
ftead of obtaining the applaufes, he often expofed ' 
himfelf to the laughter of the crowd. 

It was he who, in April 1791J a few days after 
the appearance of the apoftolic bull, breathing an in- 
vitation to a civil war, fet fire to the efEgy of the 
Pope, adorned with the tiara and Jpontifical robe, in 
the garden of the Duke of Orleans. Previoufly to 
this, the youth of the capital had afTcmbled, and car- 
ried the venerable figure in mock triumph through 
the city, after which it was fufpended to the branch 
of a tree, in the gardens of the Palais Royal, St. 
Huruge was the perfon feledled to make \hc polemi- 
cal fpeech, before the ludicrous ceremony of com-, 
mitting the Epifcus Epifcorum to the flames. Sig. 
Luigi de Pio, formerly in the fervice of his Sicilian 
Majefty, is faid to have fuggefted fomc hints to him 

I I »'■»■■ i ' ■ » ■ ■ ■ I *< ■ I ■■■■»■■ ■! ■ ■ I ■ ■ 1 » II 

^ The following is the chara5\er of this man, as given by M. 
dc Guillermy, a noble like himfelf, but of a different party : 

** Le Marquis dc S'Huruges, efpece de fou, connu dans fa 
province par les vexations qu'il a exercces contre fes vaffaux, 
mais appell^ aiijourd'hui patiiote ainfi que beaucoup de gens de 
meme trempe, ecoit alors I'inftrument dont on fe fervoit pour 
aracutg: Ic Palais-Royal." 

OH 
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on this fiibjed. Being a man of refcarch, he wa» 
aware that when Luther burnt the Decretals, in 
the fquare of Wittembiirg, in Saxony, he ufed the 
following remarkable words — " Qiiia tu conturbafti 
facra dominl Ideo te conturbet ignis aeternus;*' and 
he recommended to the ci-devant Marquis, to confine 
his fpeech to a mere paraphrafe of this fentence i 
but there, as ufual^ he failed, and inflead of laughing 
at the expence of the Pope, as was expedled, the po* 
pulace turned all their ridicule againft the orator. 

The frenzy of St, Huruge was at its full height, oa 
the appearance of the celebrated nianifeQo, ilTued 
by the Duke of Brunfwick, and it mud be acknow- 
ledged that on this occaflon he was of the utmoft 
fervice to his country by helping to give a (Irong im» 
pulfion to the public mind : for although his provin*- 
cial eloquence had jno effe£l on the minds of men of 
tafle or education, it was admirably fuitcd for the 
Fauxlourg St. AntoinCf which was at this period the 
fcene of his exertions. 

He alfo took an aflive part in the Revolution of 
the loth of Auguft, at which period he conftantly 
aflbciated with Legendre, Santerre, and other leaders 
in that memorable event. 

In the fucceeding contentions* he /r/w/w^^ accord- 
ing to the fuccefs or defeat of the different fadlions* 
During the monarchy of Robefpierre, he was one of 
his creatures ; on his condemnation, one of his revi- 
lers; on his execution, the bitterefl of his enemies. 
All the Englifh, imprifoned by the orders of the die- 
tatorj were well acquainted w^ih him ; for he vifited 
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them daily> and was accuftomed to affright the timid 
and appal the bold^ by his malignant predi6iions« 
After the thermidorian Revolution, they in their turn 
threatened him with vengeance. In ihort, he was 
ibon after included in the lid of emigrants! 

It was the perfecution experienced by the talkar« 
tive, lafcivious, infignificant ^^zr^u/V, that converted 
him into a favage. Injuftice generally begets hypo- 
crify, and not unfrequently cruelty; wrong is urged 
in retaliation forwrong. Thus, too, while Defpo- 
tifm is knotting her whips, arranging her chains^ 
and (harpening her axes, Anarchy, the daughter of 
Licentioufnefs, but often alfo the mother of Liberty^ 
hovers around^ bufied in preparing the fcorpions of 
revenge^ and whetting the fword of defolation I 

CHABOT. 

Tran9ois Chabot was bom at St. Deniez-Dol, in 
the Department of Avignon, in 1759; appointed a 
Deputy to the Convention in 1793 ; and executed at 
Paris on the 5th of April, I794f in confequence of 
being implicated in a fuppofedconfpiracy with Dan^ 
ton. 

He was a friar in his youth ; a hypocrite in his 
manhood ; 1)utj like the French in general^ who die, 
iperhaps, better than they live — he fuffered with the 
firmnefs of a hero. In allufion to his drefs, he was 
here termed^ by a familiar alliteration^ the jhabhy 
Chabot. One of the bed judges in Europe fpeaks of 
him thus — <* Chabot ne demeniit point la poltronnerie 
funpritriy m Thypocrific d'un capucin.'* 

la 
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7n jtrflic* to the ti-devant capuchin, it is, how- 
ever, neceflary to obferve, that although he periihed 
untamented, he was confidered innocent of the ridicu- 
lous charges exhibited againA him *. 

DUMONT OF GENOA, 

A republican by birth, was the editor of a news- 
paper, termed <^ Le Hepublicain.** It was publiihecl 
on the King's flight to Varennes, and confidered, 
on account of the title^ as a phenomenon. 

At that period there were but eight republicans in 
France — I mean eight natit/e citizens! Here follow 
«the names of four of them : Petion, Mayor of Paris ; 
Condorcet, fo celebrated for his attainments in the 
fciences ; Briflbt, who died in an honourable poverty, 
a martyr to his principles ; and t Du Chatelet, whom 
Louis XVI. in vain endeavoured to convert by all 
the blandifliments of royal favour. 

>■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . J . ■ ■■■■■—■■■■■ ■■>■■■ !■ I ■■■■ ■» mmtmmt ^j ^ 

* In one of theie he was accufed of taking money from a fo- 
reign court, but, in a letter to the Convention, he viflorioufly 
fefiited the charge of corruption, by an aflfertion never difproved 
nor even denied, that he had apprized two members of the Com^ 
miitee of Public Safety of a tran(a6lion, in which he had par* 
ticipated from no other motive than to betray the corruptorSf 
The fecret negociatiou here alluded to implicated two Dutch 
bankers, and at length brought them alfo to the fcaffotd. 

f Du Chattlet was a man of letters, and alfo a Lieutenant- 
Colomrl in the army. On being wounded on the frontiers, he 
was told that one of the royal litters was at his fervice, but he 
rejeded the ofR;r with indignation, and infiiled on being carried 
to-the hofpital with fucb of his fellow foldiers as bad ihared the 
fame fj»te. 
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Robefpierre, on being entrufled with their ftcret 
defign, aflced, with ^fneer — ** Ce ^iie citoit ^u*une re- 
publique ?* 

■ 

LACLOS, 

A man of extraordinary talents, great vices, and 
the author of Les Liaifons dafigereufcSy was the bo- 
fom friend and conftant companion of M. d'Egaliie^ 
the ci'devant Duke of Orleans. 

On the flight of the King, he repaired to the fo^ 

ciety of the Jacobins, and endeavoured to procure a 

petition from them, requcfting the National AflTen^- 

biy to dethrone Louis, and declare Philip forj/iiiUf 

4ional Monarch of France. 

Being defeated in this attempt by Briflbt, he tried to 
gain over the people, whom he hadaifembkd for that 
purpofe : and it was this circumftance that induced 
Bailly, then Mayor of Paris, to proclaim martiat 
law, and La Fayette to give orders, for what has 
ever fince been termed the maflacre of the Champ dt 
Mars, 

The misfortunes of the houfe of Orleans may be 
traced to the crooked politics of this man : And fuch 
was his afcendency over the mind of Philip Egalit^,. 
that he was entrufled with all, and is faid to have, 
projefled many of his fchemes of aggrandlferoent^ 

M. DEGRAVE, 

A Lieutenant- Colonel in the army, was the MI* 
nifter at War, when Roland prefided over the hopie 
department. The moft accompliflied woman that 

France 
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France has, perhaps, ever produced, defcribes him 
** a5 a little man in every fenfe of the word ; for. 
Nature having formed him gentle and timid, his 
prejudices tempting him to be lofty, and his heart 
infpiring him with the defire of being amiable, by 
an endeavour to reconcile all thefe, he became, in 
reality, nothing!" 

I have heard a very different charaSer of the cX- 
minifter, from a good judge of mankind ; and how* , 
ever much I may be inclined to defer to the difcri- 
mination of the amiable and unfortunate Madame 
Roland, there is fome reafon to fuppofe, thjt her 
opinion refpeSing this genllei)aan was fomewhat 
tindured by party prejudice. 

M. Degrave lives in the neighbourhood of Ken« 
fmgton; and confoles himfelf, amidft his misfor- 
tunes, by means of his books. — It is but juftice to 
fay, that the French bear calamity with a fortitude 
truly heroic ; if they are apt to triumph, perhaps, a 
Utile too much in profperity, they evince a noble 
conftancy in adverfity, that would have refleflcd ho- 
nour on the (loics of ancient times! 

ST. JUST. 

The name of this man, once fo terrible, Is ftill 
odious in France ; and notwithftancjing his exertions 
may have been of ufe to his country during one or 
two critical periods, yet, like his friend Robefpierrc, 
he has been eminently diflerviceable to the caufe of 
liberty. 

Louis Leon de St. Juft, was flill very young at 
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the epoch of the Revoluiiou ; but fuch was the opi- 
nion entertained of his learning and talents, that he 
was nominated an eledlor for the department of 
L'AIfne, of which he was alfo a native. In 1791, 
hediftinguifhed himfelf by a wprk entitled *^ Efprit 
de la Revolution et ae la Conftitution de France," 
in which he made ufe of the grofled flattery towards 
a man then afpiring to the fupreme power ; in one 
paflage in particular he addreffes him thus : '^ You 
whom I only know, as I do God — by his mi- 
racles \^ 

Soon after this he was appointed a Deputy to the 
National Convention, for the department ot la Nie^ 
vrcj and, as may be eafily imagined, inftantly joined 
the party of the Mountain. 

During the trial of Louis XVI. he made a very 
celebrated fpecch on the 13th of November 1792, in 
the courfe of which he inculcated the novel and ex- 
traordinary maxim, that it was criminal to be a 
king—" On ne pent point regner innocemment." 

Notwithftanding this, St. Juft had hitherto main- 
tained the reputation of virtue, but his condu£l to- 
wards /^^ Gironde^ and alfo during his miflion iri 
the South, rendered his name detedable* After this 
period, he was ufually termed Vanu damnie de Rohe- 
fpierre. 

He now became a member of the fanguinary 
Committee of Public Safety, and acEled but too con- 
fpicuous a part during the reign of terror. His hif- 
tory is therefore the hiftory of horrors. 

Not content with the facrifice of the Bdflbtins, it 

was 
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was be who delivered in the reports that Tent Anachar- 
fis Cloots, Herault> Phillippaux, and all the * Dan- 
tonifts to the rcaiFoId. 

While along with the Army of the North, he 
was attended by (la guillotine ambulante) 2l guillotine 
mounted on wheels, that followed the troops. 

From the head-quarters of the aroly of the Rhine, 
he boafted in one of his difpatches, that two young 
men (Hoche and himfelf ) had baffled the veteran 
General Wurmfer^ and the confummate Statefman 
Kaunitz, and preferved Strafbourg, and all Alface, 
to the Republic. Thefe, it mud be allowed, were 
noble exploits, and it is the meanSf not the endy that 
the mod fadidious enemy would condemn t. 

Two emigrants have been at great pains to 
depi& St. Jud in the blacked colours. Mallet du 
Pan aflerts, that he not only adopted, but a£lua11y 
a6led upon the abominable principle, that audacity 
produces fuccefs, and every crime is judified by the 

event, provided it is profperous. " Ofez r" he was 

I I I .. - . III. I ■ » 

• The great crime alleged againft thefe lalt was corruption. 

•* Ce fwt Us guineej de Pitt,^* exclainietl he,. ** qui payent 
les orgies que ces nowveaux Catalina? font au Palais Royal.'^ 
Cefi la qu^ on fait les repas a cent ecus par tele. Et non contens 
des hiens dont la revolution les comhle^ il Icur faut la rivolte 
pourfe procurer les otfeux de PbafeJ** 

f The following is fatd to be part of the difpatch alluded to 
above « 

*< Le cannon par devant, la guillotine par deniere, fair© 
fiaire des prodiges aux nouveaux republicains 1— Nous t*sido- 
Tons/aittte guillotinet c'eli toi qui nous aflure le regne de la 
Ubertl,** &c. 

accudomed 
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accuftomed to exclaim, ** Ofez! voila le fecret de 
tons nos fucccs." General Danican, not content 
-with this outrage to morals, adds an outrage to hu- 
manity, for he pretends, that he gave orders to ereft 
a manufa£lory at Meudon, in order to tan, during 
the night, the (kins of the perfons who fuflFered by 
the guillotine, for the purpofe of fupplying the army 
with boots and (hoes ! But with fo many real crimes, 
it is needlefs to have recourfe to fiditious ones. 

More than one of his fpeeches in the Convention 
have fubjedled him to the imputation of being an 
advocate for an equal diftribution of every fpecies of 
property ; and hen^ " le niveau de St. Juft" was 
aptly compared to the bed of Procruftes. It is well 
known, that he often fpoke openly in favour of an 
Agrarian }aw, or the equal diftribution of land; and 
among his papers was found a note (written how- 
ever by another hand), in which it was laid down as 
a maxim, " that a revolutionift (hould be ready to 
march with his feet fteeped in blood and tears." 

When the Ihermtdorean crtjis took place, St. Juft 
entered the AfTembly, amd commenced an artful and 
infidious fpeech relative to the rumours about a di- 
vifion among the Members cJf the Government. 
It was then that Tallin, afraid of his popular ta- 
lents, interrupted him, and poured forth a moft bitter 
invedlive againft his condudl, which prevented him 
from refuming the fubjeft of his difcourfe, although 
he never quitted the tribune^ not even when the de- 
cree of accufation was about to be launched againft 
him* His powers of utterance appeared, however, 

. to 
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to be ]nterdi(51ed during this awful fcenej and his 
countenance changed frequently as the danger ap- 
. proached. He was now even feen to ihed tears, al- 
though on a former occafion he had exhibited great 
perfonal courage, by placing himfelf at the head of 
the army, and expofing himfelf to the heat of an . 
adion, during an engagement with the combined 
powers. 

No fooner was the fatal deccec pronounced than 
he was arreted, and carried ^rom the hall of the 
Convention to the Scotch College, then convertedln- , 
to a prifon, and not to the Luxembourg, along with 
Robefpierre, Couthon, and the reft of his affociates. 
He was however refcued in about fix hours after, 
and conveyed in triumph to the Commune^ where he 
was conftituted ** Chief of the Executive Commit- 
tee," and meafures were inftantly taken to put all 
the authors of the new revolution to death. 

His opponents, however, proved viftorious, and 
he was feized a fecond time, and fent in a caxt to 
the guillotine. While on,the way thither, he feem- 
ed to have recovered a wonderful degree oifang-froid, 
and appeared but little afFe£led by the maledidtion? 
of an immenfc crowd, who we're taught to believe 
that all their mlferies had originated in his crimes^ 
and thofe of his accomplices. 

The writer of this article can teftify, that .the 
fight of the axe excited no terrors in the face of this 
fierce and haughty Triumvir, for he fubmitted to his 
fate with a firmnefs which could only have been ex- 
pefled from an eminently virtuous man, prepared to- 
Vol., I. G tuffcx 
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fuffer in a good caufe, and therefore armed with a 
confeience unacquainted with remorfe. 

Thus peri(hed) by the hand of the exQCutionery 
the Deputy St. Juft, on the loth Thermidor (28th 
July) 1794^ and in the 28th year of his age. The 
♦ fquare where he fufFered had often been the fcene 
of his own atrocities. It was there that his bloody 
profcriptions were literally executed, according to 
the tenor of his barbarous decrees ; it was there thai 
his enemies were immolated, in order to afluage his 
vengeance or gratify his ambition ; and it was there 
alfo, by a juft retribution, that a period was at lad 
put to his own life and crimes ! 

M. DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULD LIANCOURT. 

This nobleman, knovyn formerly by the title of 
Due dc Liancoiirt, although he does not now claim 
it, even by tourtefy, for he is a modeft, as well as a 
good man, was one of the members of the States- 
General, and joined the majority of the clergy, and 
the minority of the nobles, when they met — for 
they never united with the tiers-etat or Commons. 
He was alfo prefident of ihcLclub of ,1789. 

NotwithflandiiTg thi^, the Duke was perfonally 
attached to the t King ; and it was he who, at one 

• La Place de la Resolution, . 

t It has been infinuaied by M. Bertrand, in a work lately 
publiflicd in this country, that he became a patriot, in order to 
betray the patriots to the king, with whom he kept up a fecret 
coi refpondtnce 5 but no fooner was M. de la R. Liancourt in- 
formed of this, than he dlfaYowed the charge, in a letter publifh* 
td in a newfpaper on the Continent. 

o'clock 
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o'clock of the morning of the I5ih of July 1789, 
firft informed , Louis XVI. of the capture of the 
Baftile! His Majefty was abfolutely ignorant of the 
event, when his minifters left him, at eleven o'clock 
on the preceding evening : they carefully concealed 
it (for it is ridiculous to fuppofe them unacquainted 
with fo important a tranfaiSlion) from the dehidcd 
Monarch. The Duke having learned the particulars, 
by means of two deputies who had been prcfent, in- 
ftantly flew from the Aflembly to the palace ; and,' 
entering the privy-chamber, difclofed the fatal fe- 
cret to the king. ** ^^ai-je done fait four que le 
feuple seleve contre moi ?** dii-il avec une doukur pvor^ 
fonde mais calme, ** ^'il life avec moi dans ma con^ 
fcience^ W il verra ft jamais il a eti un meilleur amiy fi 
depuis que fai le droit de m'occuper de fon honheur^ mon 
cxur a jamais eu une autre penfee.^* 

This would have done great honour to his Ma- 
jefty 's heart, were it not fufpefled that he had pre- 
pared an army, at this very moment, under M. dc 
Broglio, on purpofe to chaftife the Parifians, and 
ftifle the infant cry of Liberty. 

On being brought back prifoncr, after his flight 
to Varennes, he exclaimed, in the fame ftrain> to 
the Duke — ** Ah I fi feus atteint le hut de mon voyage y 
le peuple aunit vujije merit fjisfes foup^ons £if fon in- 
jujiice I ' 

M. de la Rochefoucauld Liancourt foon after left 
France, and was lucky enough to arrive fafein Eng- 
land. Preferring the country to the capital, he took 
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up his refidencc at Bury St. Edmund's, in SufFolk*; 
but he foon after repaired to America, wliere a 
publication of his has appeared, on the improvement 
of the Criminal Code of Pennfylvania. 

In this Xrz&, he points out the difference between 
mild and fanguinary laws, by a reference to the ac- 
tual praftice of Pennfylvania, in confequence of 
which the number of offenders has been leflbned full 
one half! No whips, or chains are to be feen there. 
Great crimes are punifhed with a falutary feverity ; 
ptny polilical mifdemeanors are not expiated hy ff^ 
clufton fromfociety; hard labour becomes the juft* 
portion of the malefaftor or the vagabond, and the 
difcipJine of the houfe of cor region is admin iflered to 
thefe alone. 

When Louis XVL like our Charles I. was doom- 
ed to undergo a public trial, the Duke addreflTed a 
letter to Barrere, then Prefident of the Affembly, 
dated November igih, in which he offered to be- 
come his defender, at the bar of the National Tri- 
bunal. On the 2olh of December 1792, he alfb 
wrote a letter to M. Maleiherbes, who had been 
chofen by Louis as his advocate, in which he en- 
deavoured to depift his character as that of an ami- 
able and philanthropic fovereign ; exclaiming at the 
fame time — =■** Ah I ft la facnfice de ma vie eji utile au 
honheur de la France^ fyfuis prepare T 

The truth is, that the haughty Henrietta Maria» 
confort of Charles I, and the unfortunate Maria 
A-ntoinettc, the partner, not only of the bed, but the 
i' : cccupier 
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§ccupier of the throne of Louis XVI 9 occafioned tfa« 
cataftrophe of both. 

Louis was not unacquainted with his own foibles ; 
for the Due de Liancourt has fcen a MS. in his Ma- 
jcfty*s hand- writing, in which he freely depicled hit 
own charadefy and particularifed. iiis good qualities, 
not omitting even his faults; in which he recounted 
the obftacles he had met with, and endeavoured to 
furmount, in his own difpofition; the views with 
which he afcended the throne ; the plans he h^ re- 
fifled y thofe he was enabled to execute, and thofe 
he did not dare to undertake^ 

To fuch a difpodtiouy had he either added forti- 
tude, or been lucky enough to have been furrounded 
by a prudent confort and virtuous counfellors, h^ 
might have perhaps rivalled the only. two good Prin- 
ces of his family, Henry IV. and Louis XII. 

M. de la Rochefoucauld Liancourt, after a fliort 
refidence in America, has returned to Europe, and 
now re fides at Hamburgh. 

BOissy d'anglas. 

The Reprefentative Boi.lfy d'Anglas, was one of 
the order of the ci-devant noblefle, and voted uni- 
formly with that patriotic minority of the nobles 
which adied in union and concert with the ticrs-etat^ 
His reputation began to rife confiderably, about the 
time when the firft National AlTembly was verging 
to its clofe, in confequence of his eloquent and 
fpirited obfervations on Calonne's work — ** On the 
prefent and future State of France," — and his mafr 
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terly Reply to a Publication of the celebrated Ray- 
nal. 

Under the government of Robefpierrc and Danton, 
BoiflTy made no very prominent figure, being thrown, 
as it were, into the back-ground of the pidurc. 
Ever fmce the 9th of Thermidor, however, he has had 
occafion to ad grand and important parts. His po^i^ 
litical and oeconomical Reports, prcfentcd at Inter- 
vals to the Convention, in the name of the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, difplay unufual vigour and 
boldnefs of conception, combined with a fuperior 
elegance of manner ; while his fentiments on the ex<» 
pediency or inexpediency of reftoring the Belgic 
Provinces to the Houfe of Auftria, unfold the deep^fl 
political views. 

He is generally reputed to be the prinie mover 
and author of the exifting Conftitution, infomuch 
that the Jacobins, who are ftill attached to that of 
1793, do not fcruple to flyle the former — The Pa- 
trician Conjiitution of BoijJ'y dAnghi*. 

For fome lime, a report Avas very current at Paris, 
that Boifly, in the Committee of Legidation, had 
cxprefled an opinion favourable to the appointment of 
a perpetual Prejident of the Executive DireSfory. This 
circumftance rendered him for a time unpopular; 
drew on him the fufpicion of being a fecret tRoyalift, 

and 

* He was the Reporter of the Committee of Eleven, appoint- 
ed to examine and decide on its merits ! 

f The following very eloquent fpeech, pronounced in the 
Councilof Ancients, on the 13th Fiu6lidor (Auguft 31,) 1796, 

procured 
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and even occaHoned his being denounced in a Gene^ 

7al Committee. 

He 

procured him a multitude of enemies, as he was particularly de- 
firous to exclude the Jacobins from the benefit of a gtneral 
amneftjr, which however they obtained, in oppofitton to his opi^ 
nion : 

<* It was a memorable circumftance, a grand period of hifio- 
ry, when a man who had obiained great influence ovtr his fellow- 
citizens, a man powerful by his eloquence, his chara6^er, and 
his viAories j when Csfar, in a word, attempted to perfuade the 
Roman Senate to exercife clemency towards the accomplices of 
Cataline, the virtuous and inflexible Cato, appealing to the 
facred name of liberty, which was menaced ; to the dearelt inte- 
leils of bis eountj-y, which were endangered ^ and to the vcner* 
able rights of juflice, which were forgotten j caufed their pw- 
nifhment to be decreed and executed. 

** I will venture to rejwat, that tlii^ is neither the time n^r 
the place for exercifing that grand a£l of indulgence which is 
propofed to you. 

** Wherefore do I fay fo ? It was only yefterday that they 
were confpiring againll )ou j it was but yefterday that odi- 
ous and execrable colours were difplayed as the fignal for your 
aifallination ;• it was but yefterday that, had it not been for the 
c:rcumrp86bion and aflivity of Government, there would hive 
been an end of the flate, of you, and of liberty; and you will 
proclaim a generous pardon in favour of thofe who formed the 
ftrength and the hope of your enemies ; you will invite them to 
renew their plots, by holding forth impunity as the moft unfa- 
vourable iffue of their attempts I 

** No, no, you will not : at leaft when the period ofdifcuf- 
(ion arrives, I fhall find little difficulty in combating the argu- 
ments of the advocates of the meaiure. 

«« What is it that in cffeft they propofe ? To confign to obli- 
vion all revoltstionaiy crimes. Alas ! but in order to do this 
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He recovered his character however, during what 
was termed the Fendemarian Con/piracy^ when the 

fedlions 

you muft heal all the woundt that have been inili6ied ; you muft 
repair the efFefls of every calamity, and find confolation for every 
misfortune $ you muft change the hearts of die wicked^ and when 
you pardon them in the name of the peoule, you mull teach 
them to pardon them(i;ives ; the aflaHin, murderer, the Fobber» 
the denouncer, the plunderer, muft at your command change 
their manners and their principles, and become good citizen^. 

But this is ataik beyond your power \ and the oblivion which 
you proclaim will only be partial, or rather it never will exlft % 
no, it never will exift* Do you imagine that in the South, for 
example, in tbofe beautiful but unfortunate countries which have 
been fo much diftra^led by fa6iions, which have been enfanguined 
by fo many aifafii nations, which have been fo often laid waftt 
with pillage j in the countries from whence the Deputies come 
influenced by fentiinents of philanthropy which do them the 
greater honoiu", inafmuch as they perfonally have many injuries 
to pardbn ; do you imagine, 1 fay, that the relations of the un- 
fortunate viftims tliat were facrificed at Bidouin, at Toulonj at 
Oranges, and at Fort Jean, can ev-:r forget that you denied ihem 
the juftice that was promifed them ? Do you fappofe that- ihty 
can, without terror, without horror, without emotions of which 
you muft dread the impulfe, fee again at their houfcs, in their 
towns and in their fields, the ferocious butchers of their fathers, 
the frightful accomplices of their tyrants ? 

** Ah! you fpeak of reaction, and do you not refleft on all 
thofe reaftions which will follow if by one word, if by one 
decree you ordain a Citizen to look upon, to behold in cold 
blood, and without hope of any fatisfa6lion, liim who has ravi(h- 
ed his wife, or who has configned her to the moft horrible captt* 
vity. 

•* Citizens Reprefentatives,' the amnefty which ispropofed to 
you will be like an application of boiling vinegar to all theXe 
f- . wounds J 
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feftions of Paris were in open rebellion againflr the 

legiflature, and Ferrand, a Deputy, loft his life, i» 

confequence of the fury of the mob. 

On 

wounds J it wilf arm citizen againft citiicn 5 it will kinJie ihe 
flame of civil war In tho(c countries where k will moft generally 
operate. 

" An amnefty is the effeft of circurqftances, and not the re- 
fult of the will of a legiflature 5 it ought rather to be the confe- 
quence of an individual will, fo tofpeak^ than of a genera] will. 
It will take place of itfelf, for all have need of forgivenefs 5 and 
time, which confolidates every thin^, will alfo heal up wounds 5 
but you will retard its arrival by attempting to render it pre- 
mature. Make the people happy by your inftitutions and 
by your lawsi and you will produce an amntfty. Teach them 
to forget, under the bleflings of a good government, all the evils 
of tyranny, and you will compel thofe who fuffered, to remem- 
ber tlieir misfortunes no more. 

** An amnelly in legiflutjon is an aft of wcakilefs which can 
only give audacity to crimes, importance to ilie efforts of fac- 
tion, and prevalence to contempt of the 1 iws. Good men will 
profit nothing from it, it will only be of advantage to the profli- 
gate. 

Do you think that if the bloody faftion of anarchy, or of Roy- 
alifm,^wcre to rife into power by the aid of this f.^me amnefly, 
fo eafily granted, that they would extend its operations to you ? 
No, certainly, their leaders would be the fit ft to call it unconfti- 
tutional. < 

<* An amnefly was proclaimed at the difFolution of the firft 
Gonflituent Affembly : has it been refpeftcd ? Has it faved a 
fmgle individual from the execrable fword of Fouquier Tinvilie ? 
No, alas ! Recolieft the fate of the members of the Parliament 
of Touloufe, who returning to France upon the faith of this 
amnefty, fell viftims in a mafs to their confidence in the decrees 
©f the Reprefcntaiives of the People. 
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On this occafion Boifly affiimed the chair as Prefi- 
dent, and ailed not only with great heroifm, but alfo 

wiib 

*• Ah 1 were I permitted to iinfbltl 10 you for a moment the 
bloody archives of Robefpierre's Committee, I could leach yoU' 
the ufe which tyrants make of amnefties. Jof. Lebon confulted 
the Committee to know how he was to treat the amnefty of 
1 791 . 7 be amnefiy of the Conftituent AJfembly^ replied thefe De- 
c mvirs, ixjas a crime in tbofe ivbo proclaimed it, and ougbt t9^ 
froUQ no crime from tbe vengeance ef tbe law.- Jofeph Leboa 
obeyed his inftruf^ions, and configned all his viflims to death. 

** But why ihould I have recourfe to all thefe aiguments ^ 
fvlzy I not appeal to your own experience ^ Enough of amnef- 
ties have been proclaimed to enable you to calculate their eiie^s v 
tura over the pages of our hiftory, and tell me if the impunity oF 
criminals has not ftained them with blood* An amnedy is pro- 
claimed for the cut-throats of the Glaciere, and a few months 
are fcaicely elapfed when the crimes of the 2d of September are 
reprobated as a difgraee to the human fpecies. They pafs un- 
punifhedy and the confpiracy of the loth of March threatens the- 
exigence of the national reprtfentation. It paifes impuniflied in 
ks turn — What do I fay ? It is c» owned by tlie eftabliftiment of 
the Revolutonary Tribunal. On the 31ft cf March it is -exe- 
cuted J forty Reprefentativcs of the people are led in fucceflfion 
to the fcafFoId 5 all Fjance is befmeared with blood and bedewed 
with tears ; the country is covered with zfC^ms and butchers^ 
with burying-grounds and prifons ; tl^e villages are burnt, citi-^ 
zens are flaughtertd in a mafs, and v^hen the day of juflice ar- 
rives, the punifliir.ent of tlie culprits, modified by clemency, 
produces the revolt cf the jzth Germinal, and the impunity with 
wWch it paflcs produces that o{ tlie ift Prairial. At your feet, 
before your eyes, a Reprefentative of the People is murdered- j 
you are threatened with a (imilar fate, and his head is prefentsd 
to you as tbe fignal for your facrifice. 

<< Ah ! I conjure you in the name of humanity itfelf, in tht 

name 
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with uncommon prcfence of mind. A portrait of 
him was painted, defcriptive of this critical moment, 
in which with one hand he averts the pikes of the in- 
furgents from his bread, while he waved the other, 
in order to tranquillize the turbulent Aifembly. 

In 17949 BoilTy publifhed a work, greatly admired 
for its beauty and energy, under the modefl: tile of—- ^ 
** Certain Ideas on the Arts." 

The following paflage may ferve, in fome degree, 
to throw light on the philofophical fyftem planned 
and adopted in his mind — ** We ihould be enlight- 
ened with regard to the extent of our duties, our 
power, our means: let us calculate the quantum of 
our (Irength and riches, and then confider the end 
which we ought to have in view. Let us dill keep 
in mind, that it is not a new people we are called 
upon to organize — that it is not a few tribes dif- 
perfed here and there over uncultivated regions, with- 
out opulence, induftry, luxury, great cities, and 
grand eftablifliments — but that it is an old nation, 
whofe regeneration we are ambitious to produce. It 
is a mafs of adUvc and enlightened fndividuals, to 
whom induftry has become a want, luxury a natural 

pallion, and knowledge a neceflity. It is a people 

— - .■■■■■ 

liame ot'juflice, in the name ot tlic public mterell, not to return 
men to fociety who would agiin tear it al\indtr ; who, Tict con- 
tent with impunity, are i\\\\ thirfting for new affarinations, de- 
vaftation, and plunder. Do net expofe the haimlcfs and peace- 
able man, who once was the vi6lim of tyranny, which is now no 
morei to fee his opprelTors among hi's fellow-citizens— -What do 
I fay? Ambng his rulers, and perhaps among his Reprtfcnia- 
tives, and to become him fclf ferocious and murderous." 

G 6 pton\\ix^^ 
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prompted by their fublime and ardent genius^ to 
maintain the firil rank among poliihed focieties ; a 
people living in the moft fertile territory in Europe, 
pofTefCng extenfive colonies and commercial efia- 
blifliments in Afia, Africa, and America — i — 

*^ It is our duty, therefore, to organize for fuch a 
people, not the means of poverty j but of plenty — not 
to inftruft them in the things they ought to part with, 
but to (hew them how, and in what manner, they are 

TO ENJOY." 

Boifly d*Angla^, now in the 39th year of his age, 
has, on all occafions, exprefied himfelf frankly and 
boldly in behalf of a renovation of morals. He in 
particular denounced the numerous gaming-houfes, 
that had lately obtruded in every corner of Paris, and 
called down the vengeance of the legiflature on thofe 
ihameful confpiracies againft the peace and happinefs 
of the focial world. 

Not with (landing thefe fer\'ices, his condudl had 
long httx\fufpe£Iedhy the zealots of republicanifm, 
and he has of late given them but too fair an oppor- 
tunity to gratify their vengeance. 

Soon after the eftablifhment of that conftitution, 
in the creation of which he had fo eminent a {hare, 
Boifly feemed anxious on many occafions to deflroy 
the work of his own hands. His pppofition to the 
Diredtory has been uniform. He not only blamed 
the very culpable meafure of executing men by 
means of martial law, but feemed anxious to deprive 
the government of its energy, at the very pioment 
the interefts of the empire were at Hake. 

But 
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But it was his jundion with the party of Barthe* 
lemy, Camille Jourdan, &c. that gave the greateft 
offence, and was attended with the mod diraftrous 
confequences, for he was confidered as one of the 
ringleaders in the real or pretended " confpiracy to 
reftore Royalty,'^ and ordered to be tranfportcd to 
Cayenne* 

GENERAL LEFEBVRE, 

Is reproached by his enemies, with the crime of 
having been born in a cottage, God knows' that 
this muft have been involuntary, atleaft, on his part! 
But, in imitation of Marius, when the Roman nobi-> 
lity boafted of the ftatues of their anceftors, he too 
may open his bofom, and exhibit his honeft fears, by 
way of a reply. 

Deftined for the army, Lefebvre rofe to a halbert ; 
and would have flopped for ever at this point in the 
mufter-roll, under the ancient order of things; with- 
out patronage, friends, family, or title ; deftitule of 
every thing but talents to back his pretenfions, he 
would have been worn out in the fervice ; and pined 
away the latter part of a miferable exiftence (had 
death, famine, and fatigue, fpared him fo long) in 
either a jail or an hofpital." 

In confequence of a Revolution, wonderful in all 
its parts, the quondam drill-ferjeant hasdiftinguiflied 
himfelf confiderably, more efpecially on the paflTage 
of the Rhine. The many who made himfelf a ge- 
neral, was oppofed to a prince j whg was born one ! 

His 



134- 6REG0IRE. 

His Highnefs* had learned to dance ; and, unfortu* 
nately for him, is faid lo have been aftually praftif- 
ing zpas de deux^ at a ball, the very moment Lefeb- 
vre was beating up his quarters ! 

The AuHc council of war would have inflantly 
broken an untitled fubaltern, and chained him, per- 
haps, like poor Trenck, in a dungeon, ten feet hjr 
fix ; but exalted rank, and high blood, mnft be dealt 
differently with : Yvisferenity^ therefore, had a jocular 
kind of punifhment adigned him ; for being knawn 
to be attached to the Fyrrhick m«afure of the an- 
cients, he has been ordered, if we are to credit the 
foreign journals, to dance all the way to Vienna! 

GREGOlREi 

The Conftitutional BiQiop of Blois, is celebrated 
for his various and profound literature, no lefs than 
for the urbanity of his manners : he is, in (hort, al- 
lowed to be one of the mod accompliflied men who 
fit in the circle of French legiflators. 

He has been traced to a village near Nanci> in 
Lorraine, of which he was the cure ; and where, in 
fpite of the obfcurity of his (lation^ the fame of his 
learning and probity had already procured him un- 
common refpedt and celebrity* 

At the time of the convocation of the Etats Geni'^ 
rauxy in 1789, Gregoire was deflined to remain no 
longer in retirement: — his talents, and -the public 
favour, obtained for him a place in that augufl and 

• The yuung Piittce de W. a General in the Iir.j^al itrnny. 

honour- 
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honourable afTembly. Since hts firft appearance on 
the ftage of public Itfe^ h^ has always difplayed tho 
greateft moderation, and uniformity of charafter — 
ever deported himfelf as an ornament of his order — 
and ever been confidered as an honour to his country. 
His rare talents, incorruptible integrity, difinterefted 
patriotifm, and found piety, have conftantly (hone in 
the full blaze of meridian glory. 

He concurred with thofe virtuous clergymen in 
the fitting of the States General, who united them- 
ielves with the Tiers Etat-, in oppofition to the de- 
fign of allotting feparate chambers for the two fupe- 
rior orders. 

In the firft National AflTemWy, he appeared as a 
champion for the rights of the people, againft the 
exceffive authority exercifed by the church ; and is 
thought to have contributed more than any other 
man to the reformation of clerical abufes, which af- 
terwards took place : — in the article relating to the 
abolition of lythes, however, he conftantly voted with 
the minority — confidering the inftitution to be of 
Divine original ! 

His philanthropy was particularly di(lingur(hed by 
many fervid and eloquent fpeeches ahd motions in 
favour of the emancipation of the African flaves ; 
and he took an a£live part in all the debates of the 
Legiflative Body on that fubjcft. 

His talents alfo appeared to a<!vantage, on another 
extraordinary occafion. The reform introduced into 
the civil conftitution of the French church, being 
difreliihcd by many of the clergy, ihefe refraSlorlts 
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began to folicit flie church of Rome to difpatch St" 
monifory, prohibiting all attempts on their order- 
then it was that M. Gregoire publifhed his cele- 
brated brochure r entitled, *' A Prefervative agttipji 
Schifnu** Whatever fncccfs this work met with 
among his own countrymen, its reception was not fo- 
favourable In fome of the ftates of Italy, particularly 
at Naples, where an everlafting clafli of interefts 
fubfifts between the civil and prieftly authorities ; and 
at Rome, where the flighted appearance of innovai^ 
tion, in matters pertaining to ecclefiaftical difcL- 
pline, is looked upon as Atheifm. 

The tranflation of his work, gave rife to the pub- 
lication of another curious and pleafant trad, en- 
titled, ** A Queftion, Whether a yanjenljihi not alfo a^ 
yucobin ?** 

In the firft fitting of the National Convention, 
September 2ift, 1792, Gregoire concurred in the 
vote (on the motion of Collot d'Herbois) for the abo- 
lition of Royalty in France. At a fubfequent meet- 
ing, November 6th, 1793, when Gobet, Conftitu- 
tional Biihop of Paris, attended by his Vicar Gene- 
ral, renounced hi$ clerical funftion at the Bar of the 
Convention, (tinder the notion of preferring the wor- 
Ihip of Reafon alone) Gregoire, in a declaration full 
of zeal, aflerted his Chriftianity, and fcrupulous ad- 
herence to the faith of his forefathers. 

The Reprefentatives fent on miflion to the armies 
tind departments of France, have, as it is well known, 
been often guilty of great outrages, and have in- 
curred, in confequence, no fmall portion of popular 

odium* 
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odium. Gregoire, however, in every department 
which he has vifited, has condu(Sled himfelf in fuch 
a manner, as to carry back with him the gratulations 
of his fellow-citizens. 

The inhabitants of Savoy, and of all the diftrifls 
conquered from the King of Sardinia^ were remark- 
ably averfe to an union with the French Republic: 
the amicable difpofition they now fhoiv towards 
France^ has been chiefly excited by the gceat virtues 
of this popular Reprefentatiye, 

The higheft eulogy that can be pronounced on 
his chara&er, is the fingular obfervation, that fince 
the commencement of the Revolution, he has claim- 
ed the admiration, and won the confidence, of all the 
different fadions that have, by turns, prevailed in 
the French Government. Under the bloody regimen 
of Robefpierre, a fyftem of profcription had been 
cotximenced againil all men of letters, and profeiTec) 
rcligionifts. — Such, however, was the veneration with 
which M. Gregoire was even then regarded, although 
eminent in both thefe chara6lers, that no one was 
found hardy cncugh to attack him. A ftranger to 
pcrfonalities, and divefted of private pafiions and am- 
bition, bis faculties were wholly abforbed by his con- 
cern for the public welfare. 

As a member of the Committee of Public Inftruc- 
tion, M. Gregoire has laboured more abundantly 
than a/l his aflbciates, in foftering the growth of 
the arts and fciences, and in encouraging their pro- 
felFors. He has already addrcffed, in the name of 
the Committee, fome valuable reports to the Na- 

tlouaX 
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tional Convention, which, if collcfled and printecT, 
■with due regard to fyftematical arrangement, would 
furnifh the public with an excellent mircellaneous 
corapofition, or melange. 

The boldeft ftep taken by him, fince hisjcommenc- 
ing a public fundionary, was his addrefling an in- 
cyclie (circular letter) laft winter to the Biffipps of 
France, requiring their aid in the convocation of % 
National Council, agreeably to the decrees of the 
Council of Trent, the Synod of Borromeo, and the 
liberties and independence of the Gallican Church. 
It was taken for granted at that time, that M. Gre- 
goire would have incurred a profecution, on this ac- 
count, from the exifting Government ! — He was al- 
lowed, however, to pafs with impunity. 

The following extraft, felefted from his Report 
on the Bounties to be conferred by the Nation on 
Men of Genius, may enable the reader to acquire 
fome infight into the charader of this celebrated 
prieft 

" A great man is the public property, A preju- 
dice vanqnifhed, or a truth difcovered, are often of 
greater national utility, than the acquifition of a 
town. A man of genius is the foremoft of lirs cen- 
tury ; outftrips it, and is, as it were, from this very 
circumftance, expatriated. — As virtue, united with 
beauty, is liable to peculiar temptations; fo a ge- 
nius, poffcfling the gifts of fortune, is particularly 
cxpofed to the anathemas of the fickle goddefs.*' 

And, in another pamphlet, we find the following 
paflage — --- 

« Books 



Buzor. 139 

** Books confccrated to the mhUjJe^ treatifes of ge- 
nealogy, works calculated to flatter defpotifnii or 
pamper greatnefs, enfhrinedin Morocco-leather^ have 
always had a place in our mod fuperb libraries; while 
the immprtal works of Milton, Althufius, and Hu- 
bert Languety have lain neglected in an ignoble cor- 
ner, under the humble covering of parchment* 

** Works which laid open the crimes of princes 
and minifters of flate, which demonftrated the juft 
TJghts of the people, were, if I may be allowed tht^ 
expreffion, the Sans Oihties of our libraries." 

In a padoral letter addrelTed to his clergy, a little 
pofterior to the reAoration of religious woribip, after 
deploring the former errors of religious fa£kions, ht 
adds — << You, I truft, have not yet forfaken the faith 
which you once profefled ; yet, can I wonder, if 
even fome amongft you, through the contagion of 
example, have been perverted ? — Alas ! our religion, 
Uke our native country, has alfo its £MIGRANT&1" 

The charaSer of Gregoire may be beft colleded 
from a perufal of his writings at large. He is about 
forty- eight years of age; in his temper extremely 
good-natured, and no Icfs lively in converfation. 

Fran. Nic. Leon Buzot, was born at Evreuir, 
March I, 1760, and became a Deputy, firft to the 
Conftitutional Aflembly for the department of Eure, 
and afterwards to the Convention, for that of the 
Giionde. While yet a boy, he diftinguifhed himfelf 
by the precocioufnefs of his judgment^ and the pu- 
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rity and integrity of his* charafter were admirably 
adapted to fct off his talents to the bed advantage : 
iu (horty according to Madame Roland, he united 
** the morals of a Socrates^ wkb th^ geatlenefs of a 
Scipio." 

. Both in the Condituent AfTembly and the Con- 
vention, he was confidered as a firfi-rate Xpeaker ; 
and his report on the neceflity of a departmental 
guards has always been fpoken of as. a mafter- piece, 
^e was a man of letters alfo, as well as an orator — 
his addreifes to his conflituents abound with bold 
truths, and manly arguments. 

The charges adduced againfl; him by^his enemies^ 
aire fo many panegyrics. He was accufed of r^yaliftUf 
becaufe he afferted that morals were neceflary in a 
Republic, and ought to be cheriflied dnd encouraged 
there ; and of calumniating Paris, becaufe he abhorred 
the maflacres of September, and afcribed them folely 
to a handful of cut-throats ! 

He was one of the Girondifts; and his attachment 
to a Federative Republic, fuch as ihofe of Greecc> 
America, and Switzerland, inftcad of a Republic^ 
one and indiviftble^ cofc him his life. How much muft 
the idea of royally have been dreaded in France, 
when his enemies could undermine his reputation, 
and ruin his charafter, by the opprobrious nick-name 
of Le Roi Buzotl But this was at a period when 
naughty children were whipped by their parents for 
being les petit s AriJiGcrati ! 

The Jacobins and Girondjls were incenfed to a de- 
gree of fury againft each other, during the whole 

winter 
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winter of 1792. On the 30th of April, 1793, Bii- 
zot attacked the former in a fpeech replete witl^ elo- 
quence, and called for their immediate deftrudlion. 
On this occafion he employed the fevereft and mod 
pointed inve£lives,' and reprefcnted their club as the 
haunt of monfters. 

On the mention of one expreflion, fralomihalle 
repaire) charaftcrifing their place of meeting, all 
the Jacobin members arofe, and vented their rage 
and fury againft him, in confequence of which the 
AflTembly became a fcene of confufion. From this 
moment the rancour of both parties increafed, and 
in a few weeks afterwards, the mod energetic hav- 
ing proved triumphant, Buzot was profcribed. 

Having efcaped into the Department of the Gi- 
ronde, he wandered about for fome time, and led 
the life of a wretched fugitive, expofed to hunger 
and ihirft, and often deflitute of a place where he 
could fhelter his head from the fury of the elements. 
In this miferable condition he is fuppofcd to have 
died of want, for his body was found by the fide of 
his friend Petion, who had participated in all his dif- 
trelTes. 

p. M. LEBRUN, 

Originally known by the name of Pierre-Marie 
Tondu, was addided in his early youth to aflro- 
nomy, and remained at the Royal Obfervatory, un- 
der Caflini, until 1788. He foon after became tlie 
Editor of a newfpaper, celebrated for its early com- 
munication of foreign occurrences, and the diploma-- 
tic talents of its conduftor. 
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Shortly after the Revolution he was admitted by 
the Briflbtins into the Adminiftration, and became 
Minifter for Foreign Affairs. In this fituation he 
difplayed all the refources of a fubtle and intelligent 
mind, and had his agents in every court of Europe ; 
in (horty he wras deemed the mod able man, in point 
of real bufinefs, in the whole Council. 

On the triumph of the Jacobins, he was obliged to 
conceal himfelf ; and has been often known to flip out 
towards the evening from his lurking-place, difguifed 
under a black wig, and a (hzhhy furtout, in order to 
procure fuftcnance. As he was unprovided with a 
civic'Cardy he was not entitled to purchafe bread. 
This circumftance alfo fubjedled him to the interro- 
' gatories of every centinel, and to imprifonm^nt in 
every guard-houfe he happened to pafs by. After 
living fome time in conftant danger, he was at length 
feized, confined, and tried. 

He was born at Noyon, and decapitated at Paris 
in the 48th year of his age, on the 8th Nivofe, (28th 
of December), 1792. 

His brother, Achilles Tondii, vvho, like himfelf, 
had been bred an Aftronomer, accompanied Choifeul 
GoufEer in his embafly to Conftaniinople, and died 
there in 1787. 

CLAVIERkE. 

Etienne Clavierre, was a native of Geneva, whence 
he was driven into exile, or; the prevalence of the 
party he had oppofed. 

While yet a private man, he attained great cele- 
brity 
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brity by his knowledge of the refources and revenues 
of France ; ar^d wa« conftantly confultgd by Mira-. 
beau, who was indebted to him for much of his re- 
putation. 

Being a leading member of a Jacobin Club, he 
was introduced to Louis XVI. and became Miniftcr 
of Finance. On the overthrow of the Girondifts he 
was arrefted, and prevented his public execution by 
a voluntary death. 

He is faid to have been incited to this a£l, by the 
wifh to prcferve his property from confifcation, for 
the ufe of his family. His intentions however were 
fruftrated, for in oppofition to every idea of juftice^ 
the circumftance of felf-murder was deemed a con- 
clufive proof of guilt, and even tantamount to legal 
convi£lion. To fum up the cataftrophe, his wife had 
recourfe 10 poifon, and his children, thus bereft of 
father, mother, and fortune, were left deditute. 

Clavierre is faid by fome to have been the *author 
of the ojftgnatsy an idea which not only changed the 
face of France for a time,, but fcemed at one period 
likely to alter the dcftinies of all Europe. When 
BrilFot publiihed his work relative to America, he 
was affifted in the commercial part by him. Ma- 
dame Roland allows Clavierre to have poflefled ta- 
lents, but flie thought he was ** rather too much of a 
banker.*' 

AUBERT DU BAYET, 

Was a Revolutioniji ^ in every fenfe of the word;, 
for after aflifting in the troubles of his native coun-^ 

• • OehcijB, attribute fhiijo^^wion. ' . ., 
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try, he has been both officially and perfonally zealous 
to light up a new flame on the Ihores of the Archi- 
pelago. 

It was of the utmoft importance for France to in- 
duct the SulUrne Porte to declare againft Ruffia : the 
very probability of this event was, indeed, for a time, 
eminently ferviceable to the Republic, as.it confined 
the operations of the late Emprefs to empty threats 
and ineffedual bravadoes. 

Aubert du Bayet, lately a member of the Adminif- 
tration, i^as accordingly employed by the Dire6!ory, 
itl a diplomatic charader, on a miflion to Conftanti- 
nople, for the expriefs purpofe of efFefling a breach 
between the Greek Crofs and the Turkifti Crefcent, 
This Ambaflador was furnifhcd with the crown- 
jewels, to bribe the Divan ; and with engineers and 
taQicians, to inftruft and direft its armies. 

The annihilation of Poland has not only deftroyed 
the balance of power, but aflually endangered the 
political exiftence of the Turks as an European na- 
tion. In addition to this, it is the interefl of France, 
and perhaps of all the maritime ftates, that there 
(hould be a ^ounterpoifc in that quarter to the three 
great partitionirjg powers. 

Is Poland, then, to be entirely blotted out from the 
rhap of free nations, and lofe even its nan^e? — -Or 
fliall we behold that Republic which, under John 
So.biefki, fuftained Europe during the irruption of a 
horde of fanatic Muflelmen, arifirig, phoenix-likc, 
from its afhcs, more vigorous than before ? 

Thefe were the queftions which Albert du Bayet 

was 
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was agitating by means of his intrigues in theTuik^ 
ifh cabinet, when his wife died fuddenly of the plague* 
He hihnfelf was carried off foon after, by the fame 
fatal diforder, and thus did not live to witnefs. the 
invafion of Egypt, or to experience a rigorous con-^ 
finement in the prifon of the Seven Towers, appro- 
priated, time immemorial, for the reception of fuch 
Minifters as happen (o be in the capital on a declara- 
tion of war. 

MIRABEAU — MIRANDA-^WILKE^* 

Thcfc three very celebrated men, of whom two 
are now dead, and one in exile, met one day, :by io^ 
vitation, at t!ie houd* of a vefpe^table gentleman ia 
Chefterficld-ftrcet, May-fair. 

Mr. H. after dinner expeded great entertaintlfieitt: 
from his guefts ; but, unfortunately for him, the ora- 
tor and the general had a violent difpute relative to 
fome trifling fubjeS, which rendered the early part 
of the eve?iing uncomfortable. To complete the 
liiortificawon, they both foon after attacked John 
Wilkes on the barbarity and inhumanity of the Eng- 
li(h nation ; as an iniiancc of which, they mentioned 
the execution of feveral young men, for trifling offences ^ m 
the courfe of that very morning* 

The hoary patriot retorted the charge ; and, turn^ 
ing towa ds Mirabeau — it was feveral years before, 
the Revolution — farcafticaliy afked him — " What,- 



* I <lo not iccoll;£l t!»e particular year ; but I k^ow that the 
crcecutions at th.it time took place at Tyburn, and think 'hnt the 
ni»mb<rr ptit to death, on the njorning a'.ludsd lo^ vrat ninelttTvVW 

Vol.. I. H V« 
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he thought -of the very humane vc\oAe of breaking' on 
the wheel, as praflifed at the Grive in Paris, when 
the nobleffe weiie accuflomed to befpeak feats at the 
balcony windows, and fip their coffee with the fame 
glee, as if they had been at a con[iedy r" 

THOMAS LINDET, 

Was the fon of a refpcdable Advocate, fettled at 
Evreux, in Normandy. He entered early into the 
Revoltition, and by means of hts own intereft, and 
that of hit family, profited by the event. 

Having been bred to the church, he foon afpired 
to its honours, and at the time when fo many refrac- 
tory dignitaries refufcd to take the civic" oath, he 
prefented himfelf as a candidate for a mitre, and at* 
tained the rank of a Conditutional Biihop. 

* 

. ' ROBERT LINDET. 

The fccond cdi:iori of the Jacobins, and the firft 
edition of the Emigrants, were proverbially violent. 
Robert Lindet, the brother of the Biihop^ appertain- 
ed to the former clafs, and was one of the mod cki- 
morous membeis in the Convention for the arrcfl: of 
the thirty-two G'trondift Deputies. 

He had been originaUy bred to the law, in the prac- 
tice of which he obtained fome repti ration, and was 
returned a member for his native Department, that 
q\ Eure. 

In the Committee of Public Safety he difplayed 
great energy of charaSer ; and it mud be acknow- 
ledged, notwitbftanding the odium dill attached to 

their 
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(heir namc> that this party faved France^ and ciia« 
blifhed the foundations of the Republic. Les Philo^ 
Jophesi as the BrifTotins were termed, entertained a 
budable abhorrence of blood-fhcd, rapine, and injuf- 
tice — -eloquent, metaphyficaly dilatory, timid, they 
were not calculated to 

'• Ride in the vifhirlwind, and dirc6l the ftorm !*' 

They were admirably fitted, however, both to pre- 
cede and fucceed the temped. 

By fome of the fouthern departments, whithef 
he was fent on mifllon, Robert Lindet has been ac- 
cufed of fanguinary proceedings ; but, by others, his 
innocence has been aflcrted, even after the loth 
I'hermidorf when the colleagues of Robefpicrre were 
arreded. His integrity was never aflailed. 

It ought to be mentioned to his credit, that during 
the latter part of the reign of terror, he lived in a 
ftate of almoft total inaftivity ; for although his name 
was frequently ufed, yet he himfelf was not entruft* 
ed with the fchemes of the fecnt executive^ that di- 
re£led all the fprings of government. Accordingly, 
on the Thenn'idorian Mevolutiofiy he entered into all 
the views of the viflorious party, and continued, 
during three months, in the Committee of Public 
Safety. 

It would appear, however, thkt he changed his 
opinions, when *Boi(ry d'Anglas, and fome others, 



* This member was at that tin>e cailaJ D''Anglas V Affameur^ 
in cunfeciuence ofi ft me reports, (ending in the opinions of the 
patriots, to famith the capital, as a pi elude to the reftoration of 
Monarchy. 

H 2 wv'^vwJl 
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wilhcd to extirpate all the Jacobins, for he then dc- 
cbimed aloud againft the impolicy and Injiidtce of 
the new fyftcm, and even attacked the recent re%'olu- 
tion with great bitternefs, always memioning it as 
r execrable jour nee a'e 9 Thermid'^r. 

On the new arrangement of the legKIature, Ro- 
bert Lindet did not happen to be one of the two* 
thirds ; in other words, he war* not re-ele£ied. Soon 
after this, he appears to have been implicated in the 
confjpiracy of Babceuf and Drouet, but th^ DireQory 
dad not appear anxious to punifli him. 

M. DLMORANDE, 

Was formerly Editor of the Courier de Londrrs. 
He came over to this country, and publiflied a book 
that made great noife at the time, called Le Gazetier 
CuriaJU'e\* containing a variety of fcandalous anec- 
dotes of the miftrefTcs of that very contemptible and 
debauched monarch, Louis XV. 

The French court being determined on revenge, 
fent over an exempt^ with orders to fpare neither 



* Le CaxOicr Cuirajfe : ou Anecdotes fcamiaUufes de la cour de 
Trance, Imfrime a cent luues de la Bafidky a l* etifeigne de la 
liberie, MDCLXXIL Fi cm this, now a fcarcc tiacl, I fliall 
here give a fjiiotaiion, in which tlie author expfeHVs a wiOi, that 

h3s fince been in part verific! •* W ferait hien a fou'iaitcr *n 

Fiance qu'il cut quelqucs rnil)i»r" s tU rnoincs en unifornic de gre- 
nadiers, Sc Ojiitlq'.itsctntair.es ci'abbes a Jeur ^i't^ iia ftre ent plus 
^itiies a. Te'^at avcc un mtu/qiiet, 011 un hoyau a ia main, qit'u^ec 
le c^oupillon dent ils ai rcfcnt les JinbeciHes/' Note to p. 15. ' 

'His prophecy that M?dair.e du Bane would peri/h by the 
kands of the executioner, has proved but loo true. 

trduble 
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trouble nor expence tafecurc the liieUfr, and convey 
him to tlie Baftille. On his arrival in England, in 
the charader of an unfortunate gentleman v^ho had 
fled from perfecution, he found means to get intro- 
duced to M. Demorande, and, afFeSing to compaf* 
fionate his fituation, as a perfon expofed to the ma- 
lice and Intrigues of the French miniftry, proiiertd 
him the loan of a Aim of money. This was indanti/ 
accepted by M. D. with many cxpreflions of grati- 
tude ; but he completely outwitted his countrymany 
although one of the mod ikilful officers belonging to 
the Police of Paris; for he inftantly applied to Sir 
'J. Fielding, and fo frightened this fatelliteof Ma- 
^.dame du Barre, that he was happy to efcape r/ m- 

i Soon after the commencemei>l of the Americarr 

, war, M. D. received a penfion from Lord North ©f ' 

.about 300I. a year, in confequence of which he rc- 

figned the editor (bip of the French newfpaper, and 

retired to Stanmore, in Middlefex ;. where he took a 

fmal! houfe in the cottage ftyle, and cultivated a 

beautiful garden, which was furnilh^d with a fine 

. colleSion of foreign roots. 

When the French Revolution took place,^ he re- 
turned after a long abfence to Paris, and publiflieda 
weekly gazette, called VJrgus Patriate. He enter- 
tained a violent diftike to Briflbt, whom he hated 
both perfonally and politically, and endeavoured to 
injure him in the efteem of his countrymen, but 
without efibwl. This clrcnmdance, perhaps, and this 

H 3 ?lVou*v 
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alone, faved his life under the monarchy of Robe- 
fpierre. 

He now repairs daily to tlie Palais Royal on crutches j 
and, being a man of fome eloquence, entertainis ihofc 
around him with his opinion of the events of the 
time, and the great men of the day. 

He formerly married an EngUfli worfan. 

MON6£. 

Originally a Stone-cutter at Mezieres, in Chanu 
pagne, became a mathematician of fome celebrity, 
by the liberality of the Abbe Roufluety who refcued 
him from manual labour, and iidaally fuperintended 
his education. He was appointed Minifter of the 
Marine, on the recommendation of Condorcet.* 

He is a virtuous, but dull, plodding mali; and was 
totally incapacitated, bolh by nature and education, 
to a£l the important part afligned ^im by friendfhip, 
on one hand, and the want of able zni patriotic com- 

* ^'*0n ns /wvoit q^L puitrs a la marine: Condor cei parla de 
^. Mongff farce qu'il r^yott *uit refoudre, des problemcs de gtornetrie 
a VAcadamie des Sciences, ^ Mongefut elu, Cefi un efpeced'oru 
^inal quiferoit bien desjingeries a la n.anicre des ours que fat <vus 
jouer dans lesfofes de la mile de Berne, &c.^\,»,Apfel de Mad* 
Roland, 

<* They were at a lofs for fome body to occupy the marine 
department : Condorcet on this mentioned Monge, merely he- 
caufe he had Teen him refolve geometrical problems at the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, and Monge was accordingly appointed. He 
is a fort of original, and performs antic tricks-, in the manner of 
the bears which I have feen in the ditch that furrcninda the city 

of Berne, &c." 

petitory, 
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petitor?, on ihe other- for all ihofe appertaining to 
the ancient marine- toy al^ from ihe ininiltcr of the de- 
partment down to the enjeignty which anfwers to our 
midshipman, were, at this period, notorioufly couf^ 
Ur^revoluiionary, 

Monge had folved fcveral diflicult problems, whil^ 
a boy, before the Academy of Sciences ; a circum- 
flance that had captivated ihc regard of the Secretary. 
As th€ infpcflor of a feminary for fhip-building, 
4hi$ might have been a fufficient qualification ; bi>t 
wtven, inflead of contending with the pafllve fignsof 
triangles and paralcllograms, the mathematician was 
to enter upon adive life, and regulate men and fleets, 
he was quite bewildered. The refult was, accoitU 
ingly, what might have been expe&ed — the French 
marine became almoft annihilated, during the admi- 
nitration of a minifter, an adept indeed in geometry, 
but an ignoramus in refpefl to mankind. 

Monge foon retired, or rather was driven^ from a 
(ituation which he could not fill either with credit to 
himfelf, or honour-to his country ; and, followinjg 
the natural bent of his inclinations, took refuge once 
more in the bofom of the fciences. 

He was foon after nominated a Profcffbr in a neiV 
national eftablifhment, called {VEcole Polytechniqwe^ 
the Poly technical School ; and has acquired confi-' 
derable reputation by a fkilful application of Ge^mc^ 
try, and even of Algebra, to the perfedion of taftc.* 

* II fembla au premier abcn'd que rien li'efl Ji oppoje que Usjuge^ 
mens du gout, & les op rations de V algebra^ ^ Von aura de lafe'ine 
a conce'voir, £fr. 

H 4 W 



In a (hort time after this, he publilhed one of his 
Ie£iures — ** Sur la forme le plus convenabU pour une 
Salle a'AffemlUe'' He propofes that the hall (hotild 
be con(iru<Sed after the manner of an amphitheatre, 
but of an elliptical figure, as it is demonflrated by 
experience that the fpeaker is heard beft in front. 
Thus bea»ity and utility are attempted to be recon- 
ciled together. The moft proper form for the roof, 
is faid to be the moiety of an ellipfoide— /^In place 
4i lajalle itant elUj.iiquc on ne pourrait donner a la vouie 
une forme plus convefiaile que celle de la moitie d^um eh- 
lipfoidf.) The.vault is to be fupported by an elliptU 
cal arch; that thus, '* by confining the volume of 
air, the orator's voice may acquits a greater forpe*'* 

No fooner had Buonaparte by his brilliant achieve- 
tnents acquired a decided preponderance in the affairs 
of Italy, than the Dire£lory difpatched three com- 
miflioners thither. Thcfe confifted of Monge, Duii- 
nou, and Florent, who repaired to Rome, and began 
their career, ^y reprefling the diforders of the troopii^ 
Inconfequence of their reprefentations. General St. 
Cyr was difmriTcd on account of pecculatiop, and re- 
placed by General Mc. Donald, a native of Scotland* 
The natives were alfo treated with more lenity and 
refped^. 

The next objeS of their mifRon was to cpllefl all 
the^rand effortis of human art, and tranfmit them to 
'France. This they have fully accompliflied, and 
the National Mufeum at Paris, is now become the 
repofitory of the fpoils of Italy. Such was the ge- 
neral fatisfa^ion at the condud of Monge, during 
>; his 
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bts refidence in a public capacity at Rome> that he 
was fecond on the lift of candidates for the Direc- 
tory, an office for which, it is not difficult to pro- 
nounce, he was by no means calculated. 

He is at prefeni in his proper element — for he ap*- 
pears far better calculated to fuperintend the embel- 
lifliments, than to launch- the thunder>. of a great- 

commoawealth. 

» 

GENERAL MIRANDA 

W^ bom in Mexico ; for his colleague, Dtfrnou^- 
ricr, commits an error when he terms him a Peru*» 
vian. , Notwithft^nding the jealou(y with which th^ 
Spanianis were accuRomed to treat the native Ame^ 
xican^ this gentleman found means to obtain zCo^ 
lonel's commiflion„ and was employed by the Qover-' 
Ror of GuatTmala in fevcral confidential fituations. 
He is thought very early iTi life to have entertained^ 
the generous refolution of emancipating his country^ 
ixienirom thraldom ;. and to this is attributed his pre* 
cipitate retreat from. New Spain. 

Since thai time,, he has been almoft literally a> 
WANBERifrR. In the Gourfe of his travels, he hat' 
vifited every part of Europe, and refided more than 
once in England. Being poflfeired of tafte, learning^. 
and a claffical ftyle, he vv^s enabled to colie(3 and ta 
narrate a variety of anecdotes^ and obfervations rela^ 
live to the manners, policy, laws, learning, and^. 
above all, the military eftabliffiments, of every na*- 
rion. 

No fooner had the French Revolution taken ^lace^^ 
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and a foreign war become inevitable, than he repair- 
ed to Paris from St. Peterfburg, where he was in 
great favour with the Emprefs *, who endeavoured, 
but in vain, to attach him to her perfon and fervicc. 
By means of Pction, he obtained the rank of Major- 
general, and very ably and effedually feconded the 
efforts of Dumourier in Belgium. Being an excel- 
lent engineer, he difplaycd great military fcience in 
the art of attack ; in ihort, he foon became refped- 
ed in the army, and popular in the capital. 

When the hero (f Jemappe penetrated into Hol- 
land, he was appointed to the command of the troops 
dcftined to attack Maedricht : the attempt proved 
abortive \ but, as this evidently proceeded fiom the 
negligence of the General at the head of the 'cover^ 
ing army^,^ his burels were not blighted by the 
event. 

The condudl of Dumourier, as foon as he began 
to experience a reverfe of fortune, becaihe fufpici- 

ous ; and his frequent conferences with the Auftriah ' 

, ', ' • 

* -Miramfa was introctuced at Cherfotiy to the Ute Emprtfs^ 
h^ Prince Potemkin, who prefented him at the fame time to * 
the Emperar Jofeph, and he was moft gra^ioufly received by 
bcth* 

The Court of Spain afterwards claimed htm as a fubjeft, but 
he was prote^td by Catharine, who refufed to deliver liim u{). 
' Htr Imf erinl Majefty^ indeed> always treated him with great 
re^pefl, and offered to confer many favours on* him \ however, 
ai:.the commencement of the French Revolution, he left St. Pe« 
ter(burg> with a decided intention to ferve in the French armies, 
a circumftance that gave great cffence tq the haughty Spvereign 
%ii4>m he had abandoned. 

General 
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Generali which ended at length in his entire defcc- 
tion, rendered all the patriots in the army jealous of 
him. Miranda inflantly communicated his fears to 
his friend Petiony at that time a Member of the 
Committee of Public Safety ; and orders were foon 
after iflued to arreft the Commander in Chief. Thi^ 
circumftance faved the life of * Miranda ; for Du-* 
mourier had attributed the lofs of the battle of Ncr- 
windiir to him, and ftill blames him in his hiftory: 
To this the other has made a reply, equally able and 
animated. 

No fooner had the party of the Gironde been over- 
whelmed by the energies of the Mountain^ than Mi- 
randa was imprifoned. He was liberated at the ge« 
neral goal-delivery on the execution of Robefpierre ; 
took an adlive part againft the fed ions of Paris^ 
during the laft infurre^lion, and was once more put 
under arreft by order of the Directory. 

Since that period he has been enjoined to quit 
France, under pretence of being a foreigner. This 
ungrateful return for his fcrvices was, perhaps, fug- 
gefted at the inftance of the court of Madrid, which 
ha5 long viewed him with a jealous eye. Iffo, it 
was baffled in the firft inftance ; for Miranda rcfufed 
to obey the order ; and, claiming the rights of French 
citizerjjhipy appealed to the legiflature, in confequence 
of which the Executive was obliged to defift, for a 
time. Its power, rather than its jufticc, however, 
prevailed at length, and he was driven into exile. 

• He was it^rlunnt; enough to be acqniiltd, alter a iriai ot 
five day?, before the Revohuiouaiy Tiibunal clPaiis. 

il 6 Ctuc\^ 
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General Miranda at prefcnt refldes in this country ; 
but, like the other emigrants (Pichegru, De Putfaye, 
and a few more excepted), he receives no counte- 
nance from Government^ being tolerated ratlier than 
cheriihed. 

CERUTTI, 

Was a man of letters, amiable in bis manners, 
gentle in his deportment, and poflefled of the happy 
faculty of adapting his talents to the capacities of th« 
multitude. This circumftance rendered him pecu- 
Harly proper to fupcrintend a popular work ; and 
we accordingly find him uncommonly fuccefsful in a 
paper called La Feuile Villageoife^ wliich he con« 
trivcd to render tQUte-a-taus. ,Thls publication ap- 
peared every Thurfday, and had an extenfive circu- 
lation throughout ail France, and more efpeci^ly in 
the fiDuthern departments*. In Lyons, which a- 
bounds with manu£a£lurers, it was much read ; and 
the Revolution is not a little indebted for its popu^ 
Urity to the labours of this enlightened citizeO, who 
i^cd with an unftained reputation, while in the height 
pf his glory. 

On the demife of Cerutti, who, in the early pait 
of the Revolution, had been pointed out as a candi-> 
date for the office of Governor to the Prince Royal* 
the FeuiUe Fillageoiji was configned to the care of 
Giouvelle and Guinguene, both of them men of 
talents. 
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* Mad. Gcnlis fiift pub! /hid, her little pa(tora)« entitled, 
" The Shephtidtfs of tb« Pyrtce«s,*' In this paper. 

As 
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As a file of this paper is now before tne^ I (ball 
exhibit an idea of the manner in which it was car- 
rted on under their management, from No. 34, 
Thurfday, 23d May, 1793 — 

" SPECIMEN OF A COUNTER-REVOLUTION, &C. 
** A HINT TO REPUBLICANS. 

iitb January 138a. 

«* The inhabitants of Paiis ro**e on the lA of March, i j?», 
in confequence of the exo.bitant taxes : this waa the third revolt 
dorin; the leign of Charles V[. on the fame fubje^. 

** Charles, who had carefully di^emble I his defire of ytn- 
geancey arrived> on the loth of January, 1382, at Sr. Dennit^ 
where he offered up thanks to God, on account of his y't&ory 
over the Fltminjg;s at Roibecq, 25,000 of wlwm had been ieftott 
the field of battle. 

«« 'Hie Provoft of the Merchants, and feme others of the chief 
Bnrgefles, were imi'mdcntenotighto repair thither^ to falate the 
vi6ioriou8 King, and to re^utft him to enter his capital. The 
Monarch accepted the invitation j and on the next day, march- 
ing at the head of his troops, he overturned the barriers^ cnt 
doMvn the gates, took pofltiiion of the principal puts of the city, 
' and inttantly fciied 300 vi' ihe moft relpe^Vable mhabfanrs. 

'* A goldiinith and a draper were both hanged j Nicholas 
Flamcl, another infurgent, was beheaded; and John Defma- 
rnis, a itfpe^lable Magiftrate, ihared the fame face. On this, 
feverai who were confined killed themfelves, to avoid a public 
execution ^ and molt of thole who negle^led to do fo^ were either 
privately put to death in prifon, or thrown into the river during 
the night. \ 

** This. tragedy being ended, the people were aflembkd in* 
cotirt before the palace j and the King having feated himfelf on 
his throne, the Cliancellor reprimanded them in a fet fpeech for 
their frequent revolts and rebellions. On thii, knowing the 
bloody difpolition of the court, they were afraid of being maf- 
facred by the foldieiy; but the Dukes-of Berry and Burgundy 
falling at the Monarch's feet, his Majcfty granted to fuch ef tho 
prifoners as were ft. 11 alive a free pardon. They were accord- 
mgly rellored to liberty ; but they were ftripped of nearly alt their 
fortune. 

<* Charles VI. did not (lop here: he increafcd the ihipofts 
according to his own caprice f and robbed tin: rich merchants^ 
at one time, under pretext that they had excited the revolt, and 
at another, that they ha<!fnot o^poftd it.. But thde taxes and 
confifcaiions enriched neither the ftate nor the King 5 for the 
courtiers, t!ie cfHcers of the armyi and tlie financiers, &;c. ^'oed 
ttpon the whole » 
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** Citizens of the French Cnmmoru^'ealth j ye who have writ- 
tcxif a6ted» ind fpoken agttinit Royalty, ani In behalf of Liberty ^ 
ye who have acquired ecclediilical and natwnal property, or any 
thing appena-ning to the Emigrants -, ye who have poiTt/Ted any 
authority, or exercifed any fun-Slions, duiiig the prefent Revo- 
lution J ye who may even chance to have a few offigntas in your 
pockets, learn fiom this authentic hiflorical document, what 
will be your lot, if you (hould ever ceafe to employ your abilities 
and talents in fupport of the infant Republic !'' 

This newfpaper was publiflied at Paris, and coft 
only nine livres a-year. 

Had Cerutti lived until the monarchy of Maximt- 
Ian I. he would have been then perfcculed on ac- 
count of his talents and his virtues. It was lucky 
for him, perhaps, that he died before he witneired 
the cxcefles that difgraced — not the Revolution— but 
the authors of thofe atrocities. The maifacres ojF 
the prrefts and nobles in September ; the civic bap* 
tifmsy or drownings in the Loire ; and the puni(b- 
ment infli6led on the wretched infurgents at Ly- 
onsy by means of cannifter and grape-(hot, attach 
only to the perpetrators. All kings do not refemble 
our Henry VHI. nor do all Republicans emulate 
the vicqs of Cotbt D'Herbois, and M. Robefpierre ! 

WALLOT, 

A man of fcience, and one of the laftviAimsof 
th^ Robejpitrrean tyranny, was a native of the Pala* 
tinate ; but he had fettled in France, where he cul- 
tivated aftronpmy for fome ye^rs. In 1768, he ac- 
companied Caflini to America, in order to obfervt 
the longitude of different ftations, and try the marine 
time- pieces. 

He was behcaddd on the 27th of July> 1794 1 had 

his 
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tiTs ferecutfon been deferred but a few hours longer, 
he would afluredly have befen faved ; as the guillo- 
tine fevered the head froitT the body of his perfe- 
clitor, Maximilian Robefpierre, on the fucceeding 
day f 

I.EQT7INIO. 

As Anacharfis Cloots termed himfelf " the Ora- 
rator of the Human Race,*' fo Lequinio afTumed the 
title of "Citizen of the Globe." The latter was 
a patriot previoufly to the Revolution, and a Re- 
publican before the decree for the abolition of Mo- 
narcy. 

He fat in the Convention, ind voted for the death 
of Louis. His celebrated work, " Lis Prejuges De^ 
iruitSy^ abounds with marks of genius. It was print- 
ed at Paris : anno evenfus^ quo regis i^ JacerdoteSy al 
0rbe terrarum obTiterandiJ** ( 1 7 9 2 . ) 

Here follows a thort ahalyfis of it : 

Chap." I. which is introduftory, condudes thus: 

*• Men 1 'dare to think! Nations, arife! Tyrahts, 
difappear !** 

Chap. II. is occupied in dlfcufling the queftion, 
•* Whether i man be formed a thinking animal f* 
Tht author dfecU'res himftlf for the fiegative. 

Chip. lU. Of Fr^judicer. Thefe are defined* td 
be ** gtr\eh\ errt>rs to which men incline Without rci 
fledion, becaufe they fuppofife them to be truths." 

** PrejiidlciSj" adds the author, arife out of igno- 
rance and the want of confideration ; thefe form the 
bafis on which the fyftem of defpotifm is eit5\eA \ 
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suid it is the mafterpiece of art in a tyrant, to pe^ 
petuate the ftupidity of a nation, in order to perpe- 
tuate its flavery and his 4>vfn dominion. 

*' MaboiiiBied> that audacious monfler, who was 
arrogant enough to command carnage in the name 
of Heaven, has made ignorance an exprefs article of 
jreligion y and the greateft difficulty which virtuous 
men, who may wi(h toreilorc the Mahommedans to 
liberty, have to encounter, will be to.make-^tbem 
iriolate the principle that prohibits inftrudion. 

" The Pruffian foldiers, thofe military machines; 
who are fo powerfully fublervieat to the defpotifm 
of Frederick, have no conlmunication whatever with 
the citizens: this circumftance engenders a fltameful 
prejudice, which renders them at one and the fame 
time the Haves of the defpot, and defpots theob- 
fclves." 

Being determined to hunt down errors of every 
lind, he advifes thofe who have not courage to hear ^ 
him — *' To pI,uDge into the miry ocean of ancient 
ahfurdlties, and from fable to f^le afcend to the B^e* 
velations of MofLS ; to the thirty incarnations of the 
God Wifnou ; to the creation of matter extra&edi 
out of pothin^ ; to the immortality of the foul ; the 
refurredion of ihe body ; and to all the monftrPMS 
abfurdities which,, until this day, haVe degraded 
naan, by ixnpthering ^. iARlledual power and. fet-? 
tcring his reafon-** ,. r - ' 

Chap. IV. QiTruth, 

Chap. V. Of Glory. 

Chap. YI. giBcmurK 

Chap*. 
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Cbap. VII. Oi Eloquence. This b called <«The 
art of deceiving mankind." 

Chap. VI I L Of ReUgion. Religion is here con* 
iidercd as hurtful to the human xace ; and many 
great names among the Jews, whom all Chriftians 
iiave been taught to venerate, are termed *< the Mcf- 
mers and<^aglioftros of former ages.'* 

Chap. IX* Of King!. Here again the author 
prelumes to combat received opinions, srhich he is 
pieafed to term piejudtces, and aSually Jaughs both 
at monarchs and their admirers : ** It is ridiculous 
enough,'* cries he, ** to fee royalty propagated from 
father to. fon, like the king*s evil ; it is ftitl more ri- 
dicubos to (ee nations fo deceived, by being fo ac* 
cuftomed to flavery, as to become the fervile idolnh ■ 
tors of that power by which they are opprefled^ 
without onCe recollecting it is their own." 

Chap. X. Of Efuality. It is an equalization oC 
rights, not of property, that is here contended for. : 

Chap. XI. Of Virtue. 

Chap, XII. Of Domejiics. 

Chap. XIII. Of the labouring Clafs. Thcfc 
three laft chapters inculcate feme excellent lefTons 
in fairour of morals, humanity ^ and education, as the 
.bed means of attaining virtue and happtnefs. 

Chap. XIV. Of Women. This is in unifon vrith 
the work on the ** Rights of Woman." 

Chap, XV. OiBaJiards. 

^Chap. XVI. Of A'/av/rx. _ 
. Chap. XVIL Oi Death. 

Chap. XVIII. OiMaurmng. 
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Chap»XIX. tii the punijhment of Deaths and Sui- 
cide* 

Chap. XX. Oi Oaths. « Mankind mtift have 
been convinced that they were naturally diflioneft 
when they invented Oaths as the teft of truth : thefe 
do- not bind' rogues, and good men have no manner 
of occaflon for them." 

Chap. XXI. Of IntokrAfice. ,The author here, 
unjudiy, attributes the crimes of the priedhood to 
Chriftianity. 

Chap. XXII. Oiff^ar. 

Chap. XXIII. OiHiJhrf. 

Chap. XXIV, Of thiCreaiion and Antiquity ofth§ 
tVorid. The Mofaic chronology is eonfidered as £a* 
^ulous. 

Chap. XXV. Of Politics and Intrigues. 

Chap. XXVI. Of Je/us Chrijl. This chapter is 
Vruly edifying ; for it contains an elcgaut eulogium 
•n the founder of Chriiliftnity, whom he is pleafed 
to confider as a friend of " liberty and equality." 

Chap. XXVII. Of the Grave. If immortality be 
a flimulus to virtue, thedodlrine infinuated in this 
chapter mud be pernicious. 

Chap. XXVIII. Oi Impiety. 

Ft will appear from the above (ketch of a work, 
which has made fome noife, that the aruthor is one 
of thofe philofophical fceptics to whom Dr. Prieftley 
addrefled a letter, a little before he was driven from 
this country by the iron hand of perfecution — a 
country which will hereafter be proud to claim him 
«s her own. 

Lequinio 
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I^quinio has been nominated to many important 
miflions ; and in particular to La Vendee* y while in 
a fta'tc of infurredion* We too frequently detefl all 
thofe who do not believe juft as much^ ahd exaAIy in 
the fame manner as ourfelvcs : certain it is^ how- 
ever, that although the author of <' Prejudices de- 
ftroycd,*' may be obnoxious to celifure, even from 
moderate men, his condud in private life ts fuch as 
to afford an example to believers of alt kinds. ' 

It was a liberal principle profeflfed by a wife na- 
tion of antiquity, '< that they left crimes againft the 
Qods to the vengeance of the ofitnded Deities. "^ 

DROUET. 

It is the uniform eiFe£l of revolutions to brtftg 
obfcure perfons into notice, and to create as it were 
talent, where it was lead likely to be fought after« 
A Republic calls forth the energies of all its dti- 
zens ; and, as it grants to none, the exclujive privi" 
lege of being ufeful to the ftate, every adlive and am^ 
bitious mind rulhes forward in its fervice. 

Emulation has, in no era of the hiftory of tne 
world, been fo confpicuous as in that oft he French 
Revolution, during which we have beheld private 
foldiers elevated to the rank of Generals, and bbfcurfc 

• In this ne^w edition, the editor fceli it incupihent on him 
to declare, that Lequinio has been accuied of perpetrating many 
enormities during his miiUon in that diftra6>ed departmtnt. • He 
»s faid to have treated the unfortunate inhabitants with uncom- 
mon feverity, and to hate had. recourfe to mUtary tribunals for 
thtir puniihnnent. 

cVAXtna 
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citizens cleAed to the dignity of Senators. The 
.part of Drouet's life, which may be called political, 
has been tempefluous.in the extrcn)€ ; the florin be- 
gan on his preventing the efcape of Louis X Vi. Cnce 
which adventure he hinafelf lias efcaped three diflfer* 
ent deaths. 

The firft was the projeiEl fet on foot by two prieAs 
for aflallinating him at his lodgings in the Kuede Tu* 
renne at Paris, in revenge for hi« fruftrating the eva- 
(ion of the royal finmily . The fecond was meditated 
by the enraged and trandently victorious emigrants in 
the Auftrian army, when he fell into their hands, ou 
which occafion they ordered an iron cage to be made, 
in order to exhibit bim to the public view : and 
laiUy — had he not broken from prifon^ — that which 
jie would have fuiFered with Baboeuf> in-confequence 
of his Oiare in the confpiracy of May 1796, which 
one party aiFe£led to unravel with great ingenuity, 
while the other as pofitively denied the exiflence 
of it. 

Whatever the objeft of this real or pretended con- 
/piracy ulight have been, Drouet was as deeply in- 
volved in it as thofe who have been condemned and 
,execi|fed for carrying it on. It neverthelefs appears 
to have been a fubjeCl of no uneafmefs or regret to 
the members vefted with the powers of government 
at the time« that he contrived to elude the fentence of 
the law. 

It is impoffible to difcover what fate is yet referved 
for fo refilefs and perturbed a fpirit : he left a note 
with an intimate friend, faying^ that when the proper 

moment 
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moment returned for afierting the ctufe which he 
had fo heartily adopted, he ihotild (hew himfelf 
again. He is reported to have made the Payt di 
Faudhis temporary refidence, near the border of ihe 
lake of Tverdufgf where his knowledge of agriculture^ 
and his enthufiafm for libertyi obtained him a wel- 
come reception. His wife and fifter live with him, 
but they go by fi£litious names** 

Dfouet's mind, liCe his perfon, is of a robuft 
flrudure ; his voice and gefture too, as well as his 
features, are rough and harfli ; and every motion of 
his body, liay, every fentence he utters/ exhibits a 
peculiar air of turbulence ; finally, it may be faid of 
this Frenchman, that Nature feems to have formed 
him on purpofe to labour in her mod dangerous 
works, and to druggie againft the greatefl difficulties 
and dangers. 

Drouet was certainly out of his proper element 
when in the National Convention. It was thie re- 
ward his fellow citizens thought proper to beftowon 
him for his zeal, his courage, and his fidelity, at Va- 
fcnnes ; where he contrived to overturn a loaded 
cart, in order to block up a bridge over which the 
King was to pafs — where he braved the fwords and 
piftols of the guards and followers of the royal fugi- 
. ■.■ ■ ■.,. — I. 

• * In a petition tranfmitted by him to the Council of Five 
Hundred, he referred to tl}en:i the con (id era t ion of his cafe, and 
begged iliey would wipe off the ftigma hoi^ Republics, " ihat 
they were always ungrateful," He was ijierwaids retuintd a 
member of the /aft third, through ti;e Jnco'in intereft, but never 
attempted 10 takt bis feat* 
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tive ; and where, in company with M. Sauflei he 
refufed a confiderabie pecuniary offer by way o£- 
bribe. 

A recompence more fuitable to the genfus a^nd 
(lender education of Drouet might have been deyifed ; 
for as he knew little of the world, and lefs.of the po- 
lity and government of nations, he made but an auk- 
ward figure among his colleagues.* His warmth of 
temper would not allow him to abftain from difcuf- 
fmg fubjeds which he had fcarcely refleded on ; and 
this inexperience, with fometimes an ungrammatical 
or provincial expreflion, expofed him to the farcafms 
of his. adverfariesy and thence he became irritable 
and intemperate to a great degree. This is faid to 
have occafioned the extraordinary miiSon he was 
fent upoa, a$ the only lawful expedient to put hini 
fafely out of the way. 

VALADY. 

Godefroi Yzarn, Marquis de Valady, was a na- 
tive of that diftrifi of France, which, under the old 
government, was called La Rourgue, and which is 
now included in the department of L'Aveiron. 

His family was rich, noble, and ancient ; but hav- 
ing been for many years refident on its edate, in a 
remote province, it was unknown at Verfailles ; and 
was confcqucntly excluded from the favours and ho- 
nours fo liberally beftowed upon more afliduoits 
courtiers. To relieve it from this obfcurity, Valady 's 
father fought an alliance with thofe.poflefled of what 
was called illuflration at court ; and pitched upon the 

family 
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family of the Comte de Vaudreuili then in high fa- 
vour with the Queen. Nor did the Count hefitate to 
accept for his fon- in-law a young man, who was heir 
to an eftate much larger than his own. In confe- 
quence of this agreement between the two fatbeiis^ 
Mademoifelle de Vaudreuil and young Valady wem 
married, when her age did not exceed thirteen^ and 
he had fcarcely numbered three years more. 

Endowed by nature with ftrong faculties^ and an 
exalted imagination, Valady, while growing up to 
manhood, imbibed from the ancient authors a love of 
philofophy, an ardent paflion for liberty, and a ro* 
mantic turn of mind. This difpofition accorded ill 
with the feverity of an unfeeling father, the brutal 
tyranny of a pedantic tutor, and the arbitrary man* 
ner in which his hand had been difpofed of, in confe- 
qucnce of which his affeSions were pledged to a 
young woman, whofe moral qualities bore no refem* 
blance to his own. 

^* He wanted a foul, (he faid) and they had given 
him nothing but a body.** 

His refentment at the ill-treatment he had received^ 
increafed with increafing years; while his fpirits, 
which were naturally high, fubfided into a deep and 
liftlefs melancholy, from which the neceffity of exer- 
tion, or fome incident more than commonly pleafant, 
could alone roufe him. In his moments of dejec- 
lien, it was painful to be in his fociety. He was as 
wayward. as a child: but when he fuddenly darted 
into his fiiblimer moods, his flights of fancy were 
equally lofiy, delightful, and eccentric. 
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Such was his (late of mind, when, in tiie year 
1786, he refolved to efcape from a kingdom of 
whbfe artificial manners he had been 'the viilim, in 
order to fearch for mere fimple habits of life, and for 
Ibuls more congenial, in countries reputed to be free. 
With this view he came to England, being at that 
time about nineteen years of age. He had not been 
long in London,* before every effort was made by 
ftis family to prevail on him to return. The French 
Ambaflador foiicited in vain ; and a friend,^fent over 
by M. de Vaudreuil, found remonflrances and en- 
tiraties equally ineffeSfuaL But as Valady was fearful 
that force or artifice might be advantageoufly em- 
ployed in the metropolis in order to get him away, 
he removed to an academy at Fulham, where he ftu- 
died the Englifli language, and laws, with great affi- 
duity. 

A (lay of three or four months, fcconded by great 
powers of mind, obtained him the niaftery of ouf 
tongue; but was far from confirming the enthuiiaflic 
VImiration he had felt tor the Britifh Conftitution. 
He fancied, Heaven knows wiih what truth, that 
the executive government had contrived, by mean^sof 
influence and corruption, to identify itfclf with the 
^egiflative body ; and thence he concluded that Par- 
liament, inftead of being the ^gis of Liberty, was-a 
more potent engine of defpotlfm than could be pro- 
duced in any other form ; becaufe ancient prejudices, 
furviving its ancient c6n(litution, gave the fair colour 

* He was recommended to Mr. Bell, of ihe Strand, and lor 
the fijft two or three months rcikied at hit houfe. ' 

of 
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of legitimate power to the fouleit encroachments 
upon Qur national rights. 

Strongly imprefled with thefe opinions, he was de- 
firous of vifiting Americai where he hoped to meet 
with freedom in a lefs fophifticated (hape. But this 
was not a project of eafy execution. — His family re- 
fufing to make him any remittances, his purfe wa^ 
altogether inadequate to the exigencies' of an adven- 
ture of this kind* Some kind of a bargain, how- 
ever, he made with an American Captain ; and was 
waiting for a fair wind at a miferable alehoufe in 
Wapping, when Madame de Vaudreuil, and her 
daughter, came to England in purfuit of the young 
runaway* The entreaties of his mother-in-law, and 
the tears of his virgin-bride, feduced the young phi- 
lofopher from his purpofe ; and he confentcd to ac- 
company them to France, where immediately after 
his arrival, he obtained an enfigncy in the French 
Guards. 

Still, however, his opinion of the unfuitable match 
made for him by his father remained the fame. He 
went, indeed, frequently to the country-houfeof M. 
de Vaudreuil, and fometimes pafled whole weeks 
there ; but, to the great furprife of Madame, and pro- 
bably to the ftill greater aftonifhment of her daughter, 
he never indicated a wifh to confnmmate his nup- 
tials, although the hand of Nature had long written 
** woman*' upon the fair perfon he had efpoufed. The 
patience of Madame de Vaudreuil, who was defirous 
of having in her family an heir to Valady's eftate, 
being at laft exhauded, (he led him one evet\\r\g,. 

Vol. I. I Jomtwhai 
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fomewbaf laathf to her daughter's room ; and, giving 
him to underftand that her hoiife afforded no other 
bed for his accommodation, left him there to lament 
his hard*fate, in being thus compelled to pafs the 
night witKone of the prettied women in all France ! 

It was not to be fuppofed that the enthufiaft of li- 
berty, and the philofopher, could patiently endure the 
flavifli reftraints impofed on the armed agents of def* 
potifm, or relifli the light and frivolous convecfation 
of young military men. Valady accordingly made 
but an indifferent foldier, and aflbciated little with 
bis co^s* At leiTgth his fituation became fo uneafy^ 
that one morning, in the early part of 1787, he wait- 
ed upon the Duke de Biron, and refigned his com* 
miilion Into that veteran's bands. Then returning 
to his lodgings, he cut off* his hair clofe to his head; 
laid afide his yfual drcfs, the neatnefs of which bor* 
dered upon elegance ; and afTumed a habit, quaker- 
like in form apd colour, but worn in a very flovenly 
way. 

Shortly after he made an excurfion to Geneva ; 
and there he chanced to meet with an Englifli Py- 
thagorean, well known by the name oi Black Pigot, 
who confined liimfelf entirely to vegetable fare. Va- 
lady immediately adopted this gentleman's dietetic 
fyflem, and for feveral years after never tafted animal 
food. 

Notwithflanding a mode of living, wihich in a long 
voyage would have fubjeSed him to the greatcft pri- 
vations, and the far more agreeable expedient that 
Madame de Vaudreuil had employed to reconcile ^him 

to 
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to bis wife, Valady (iill retained his intention of vi^ 
iiting America, whither his friend BrifTotw^s already 
gone. But his vfupplies of money were fo completely 
cut ofFby his father's avarice, and difpleafure at his 
eccentric condud, that when he came to Nantz, he 
found his embarraflment ftill greater than it had been 
at Wapping. He had not wherewithal to pay his 
paflage. He told the American Captain, however, 
that though deftitute of money, he had it in his power 
ta make him an amplecompenfation for the trouble 
and expence he might occafion durfng the voyage. 
'< In what way? " £iid the Captain, who expeded to. re-- 
ceive fome article of merchandize inftead of ca(h« 
<• I will teach you philofophy," faid Valady. Unfor- 
tunately, philofophy was a commodity for which the 
honed feamen knew of no market, and he begged* 
leave to decline taking it on board. 

While Valady wa^ waiting for more fnbftantial 
means of efFe<Sling his purpofe, the increafmg difficul- 
ties of the court, and the growing difcontent of the 
people^ induced him to revifit Paris. — " I thought 
you were in America," faid one of his friends on fee- 
ing him. ** No," anfwered Valady — " things are 
growing too interefting in my own country."^ 

But as the progrefs of evtnis, and of public opi- 
nions, was fluggifli in comparifon to the operations 
of his ardent mind, his hop^s of feeing the French 
arife from their knees, and aflume the commanding 
attitude of a nation determined to be free, foon fub- 
fided. He no longer thought that his prefence could 
lie of any avail^ and in the fummer of 1788, return- 
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ed to England. So little was his fondnefs for philo- 
fophy abated during his abfence, that one of his 
firft careSy on arriving in the capitaU.was to vifit a 
gentlemen of eminence in the literary world,* and to 
propofe to him the ftatlon of chief of the Pythago- 
rean (c&. Followers, he afiured him, he could not 
fail to find in every quarter of the globe. Upon his 
refufal, Valady intimated fome intention of afluming 
the honourable pod himfelf. ** But, in that cafe, 
(faid the Englifhman) would it not be proper that 
you (hould underdand Greek ?" ** True, -(anfwered 
Valady) I had forgot that. I will go and ftudy it at 
Glafgow." 

Jie (et off for that place on foot ; fUid there fix 
months; and then returned to Londoti, where he 
chanced to hear, by means of Mr. Williams, that 
Mr. Thomas Taylor, of Walworth, was generally 
cpnfidered as the principal Pythagorean in England. 
Valady immediately purchafed his works ; and, after 
having pcrufed them, difpatched the following fcroll, 
which is highly chara£lenllic of his eccentricity, ta- 
lents, and temper of mind 

TO THOMAS TATLOR, BETTtR NAMED lYSIS, G, YZARN 
VALADY, OF LATE A FRENCH MARX^IS AND TANISSAIRE: 

Sendeth Joy and Honour, 12 Xbre, 1788, *vu^, dtra. 

'* O Tliomns Taylor ! mayft thou welcome a brother Pytha- 
gorean, led by a Saviour God to thy divine fchool ! I have loved 
wiidom ever fiuce a cJiiid, and have found the greateft ini}<tdi- 
mcnts, and b(en forced to great ftruggles, before 1 could clear 
my way to the lource ot it 5 for I was born in a more barbarotis 
country than tvcr was lllyria of old. My family never favoured 
my inclination to ftudy j and I have been involved in fo many 
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cares and troubles, that it cannot be without the intervention of 
forte friendly Deity, that I have ^fcaped the vile ruft of barba- 
rifm, and its attendant meannefs of foul. My good fortune was, 
that I met, eighteen months ago, an Englifh gentleman of the 
nanie of Pigott> who is a Pythagorean Philoibpher, and who 
eafily convetted me to the diet and manners agreeable to that 
moft rich and beneficent Deity— Mother Earth; to that heaven - 
inipired change I owe perfe6l. health and tranquillity of mind, 
boih of which I had long been deprived of. Alfo my own oath 
has accedtd to. the eternai oath,, (which mentions the golden 
comoicntator on G. V.) and I would mote cheerfully depart from 
my prefeut habitation on this Themis>forfaken earth, than defile 
nty (elf evermore with animal food, (lolen either on earth, in air^ 
or water. 

** I met with thy works bat two days paft. O divine man f a 
prodigy in this iron age ! who would ever thought thou couldtt 
"ex ft among us m our ih:ipe ! I would have gone to China for a 
man endowed with a tenth part of thy light 1 Oh, grant me to 
fee thee, to be iuArated and initiated by th«e ! What joy, if, 
like to PrucLs Leomu, to thee I could be a domeftic I who fe^l 
living in n^yfelf the foul of LeonUas. 

*' My determination was to go and live in North America, 
from love of Liberty, and there to k^ep a fchool of Temperance 
and love, in order to preferve fo many men from the prevailing 
difgrac"eful vices of brutal intemperance and felfifti cupidity.— 
There, in progrefs of time, if thofe vices natural to a commer- 
cial country are found to thwart moft qf the blciUngs of Liberty, 
the happy fele6t ones, taaght better difcipline, may form a fo- 
cieiy by themfv-ives, fuch a one as the gods would favour and 
vifit lovingly, which wculJ preferve tr\ie kjibwledge, and be a 
feniinary and an afyiinn for the lovers of it. 

** There I would devoutly crc6l altars to my favourite gods-— • 
Diofcari, Hir6lor, ArilioiTienes, Meifen, Pan, Orpheus, Epami- 
nondus, Pythagoras, Plato, Timoleon, M.ucus Brutus, and his 
Portia ; and, above all, Paoebus, the god of my hero Julian, and 
the father of that holy, gentle Commottivealih of the Peruvians, 
to whicti nullus ultor has, as yet, been fufcited 1 

Murtc and Gymnaftic are fciences necefTary for a teacher tg 
/o^/— (what ikcp and various fenlie thtfe two words contain !) 
and I ain a ftr.inger to both ! O Gods ! who gave me the 
thought and ihe fpiiit, give me the means, for all things are 
from you. 

*' Thomas Taylor, be thou their inftrument to convey into 
my mind knowledge, truth, and prudence ! Do thou love and 
hc!p me. I will go to thee to-morrow morning. 

P. S. May I look to thee, endowed with an ancient and no 
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According to the promifc contained in his letter, 
Vulady waited upon Mr. Taylor the following day ; 
threw himfelf in due form at his feet: tendered to 
him a fmall fiim in bank notes, which at that mo- 
ment conftituted all his fortune ; and begged, with 
great humility, to be admitted a$ a difciple into his 
hoiife. His prayer was grarrted ; and for fome tim* 
he enjoyed the advantage of imbibing philofophy 
from the fountain-head : but, finding himfclf more 
fortned for an adive than a,^ contemplative life, he 
cietermincd to quit hi$ (Indies, in order to take Torn* 
fliare in the political commotions yvhich began to 
.agitate France with redoubled force. When he took 
leave of his mafter in philofophy, he exchanged his 
^uakerlike apparel for a complete fuit of military 
clothes. " I came over Diogenes, (faid he) I am 
going back Alexander." * 

Here follows two letters from him, copied UuralJy^ 
•ven to the errors, after his return to France— 

LETTER I. 

" DEORUM PONTIFF^ SAGER, CARUSQUE ! 

. ** He mighty Neptune, fent propitious gales, and 
in three hours blew me over the main on my native 
and welcome ftiorei I (hall greet the capital on 
Monday next, about mid-d^. There I vM. embrace 
.three or four worthy acquaintance, and hafle to my 
heft beloved friends in the South, and to the recovery 
of my ravi(hed wealth from the piratic hands of my 

father. 
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father. In two months or before you (ball hear of 
me again. Vale adfirit tibi Dii omnes. 
From your well aproved friend, 

G. YzARN Valady." 

7homas Taylor^ Phr. ^ 

No. 9, Manor^Place^ Walworth^ London* 

LETTER II. 
*' Dear Sir, Parisy 12 March ^ 89, v. a. 

** I will write you fooner than I fuppofed, and I 
am induced to it by the change that I confidcr is 
taking place in my circumflances. Firft, my old 
grandfather has fent me an extraordinaiy bounty, 
which has taken me out of great uncafmefs. 2dly, 
I have reafonable grounds to hope a iTeconciliatioA 
with my father. 3dly, it is mod certain that the 
Duke of Orleans will petition the States General 
for the eflablifliment of divorce in France, which 
would enable me to break my fetters, and marry 
the girl of my heart. Then my father would furely 
give me a fetilement, and I would live happy in a 
delightful folitude, and quietly expe£l in my owa 
country till circumftances (hould enable me topurfue 
my great views abroad, toward the execution of 
Heaven's decrees. After the whole of my fortune 
fliould have fallen in my hands, whether I (halj or 
fhall not meddle with politics and embrace an a£live 
life in this important crifis, is what I cannot deter- 
mine, liil I have fcen the Marq, de la Fayette in my 
awn country, whereto I (hall fet ofFin four days. 

<* I requcft your prayers and facrifices to all the 
Gods for me, but chiefly to both Venu^, Kx\vei\t, 
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and Hermes, to which I intreat'yonivill prepare by 

abftinence. 

I am for ever your friend, 

G. Y. Valady. 
A Toukufe en Langiiedoc pojie rejiante. 
** Do remember the buying of Lamprias dc Plu- 
tarch Patre, in the Pinelli Library." 
Mr. Thomas Ta)lor^ No. g. 

Manor Place, Walworthy London^ 

It was now the fpring of 1789, and every thing 
announced a revolution, in which he was far morp 
inflrumental than is generally fuppofed. 

At the death of the Duke de Biron, wKom th^ 
French Guards confidercd as their &ther, the Mar- 
quis du Chatelet was appointed to command them' in 
his place. He was a rigid difciplinarian ; and, be- 
ing one day prefent at the exercife of the grenadiers, 
was imprudent enough to fay, that there was not one 
of them ivho ought not to be fcnt to the drill of the 
Regiment du Rot. The bold and veteran bands he 
was infpe^Ung, boiled with rage at the infulting ex- 
preflion ; forwarded it from mouth to mouth, and 
treafured it up with their' revenge. Valady was no 
Granger to their difcontent. He went to the barracks 
of the grenadiers, and pcrfuaded them to accompany 
him to the Palais Royal, where the Parifian male- 
contents were accuftomed to aflemblc. The foldiers 
were received by the people with joyful acclama- 
tions, and were welcomed with refrefhments, which 
they repaid by declaring themfelves friendly to the 

popular 
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popular caufe. WKen this manoeuvre had been prac- 
tifed feveral times under the fame aufprces, the go-* 
vernment took the alarm ; iffiied orders for Valady*s 
arreft ; and, if his own affertion may be credited, 
condemned him to be privately put to death. But 
timely intimation being given him of his danger, he 
fled to Nantz, and concealed himfelf on board an 
American (hip ; vdiere the police officers, by whom 
he was clofely purfued, fought for him in vain. 

In the mean time, the people of Paris, encouraged 
. by the promifes they had received from the Guards, 
and fure of their neutrality, if not of their fupportj 
proceeded to the attack of the Baftille ; at length'^ 
aided by the (kill and intrepidity of' their n6w mili* 
tary friends, they carried the " King^s Cajtle'' by af- 
fault. This was the fignal of Liberty to Valady, as 
well as to all France. He ventured forth from his 
hiding-place, re-appearcd upon the fcene, and was 
witnefs to the annihilation of a government which a 
few days before had doomed him to die. 

Some time after he repaired to his native country, 
in order to oppofehis popularity to the refentment 
which the peafantry harboured againft his father. 
He faved the Cy;<7/^^«, and the Seigneur \ biit ihefe 
fervices were of no value in the eftimation of the old 
man, who detefted his political fentiments (Hll more 
than his former eccentric purfuits. Valady could 
obtain neither marks of affcdlion nor money ; and 
returned to Paris in a ftate of poverty highly honour-^ 
able to his filial affeflion ; fince he father chofe ta 
endure it, than to compel his father by law, to fat* 
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render an eftate to which he was entitled in his 
mother's right. 

From this extreme indigence he was relieved, in 
17929 by a Bourgeois of his own province, who pur- 
chafed of him a reverfion of t fmali piece of land for 
thirty thoufand iivres. Since his return from his 
father's manfion^ his drefs had been either the coarfe 
habit of a common national guard, or a (habby blue 
coat, generally accompanied by a beard of frightful 
length, and always by a brown c/opt head that was 
kept a (Iranger to the comb — a figure dirty and 
gaunt, and gria^, and horribly unlike that of a 
French Marquis. But when this golden (bower 
waflied him clean, his perfon aflunied quite a differ- 
ent appearance. His quakerlike fuit was of the beft 
cloth, and moft delicate bloITom colour, and was 
worn with all the concomitants of a (ludied and re- 
fined fimplicity. 

Though his perfon was thus polifhed, his political 
ferocity remained the fame. On one of the latter 
days of July, a friend, who called at his lodgings *, 
was furprifed at feeing a common muflcet, a car- 
tridge box, and the fabre of a grenadier, fufpended 
in his room. 

^* What!** faid he, ** ane you going to the fron- 
tiers?*'— " No,** anfweted Valady, «* but I have 
every thing prepared for the aflault of the Thuille- 
ries.** It does not follow hence that there was any 
regular plan to attack the place, or that Valady was 

1 — - - _ _ _ _ - - ^ 

* Jn the Hotel du Koi, clofc adjoining to ihfi couil-yard of 
tile ThuUlerict. 

one 
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one of the confpirators. It is- far more probable 
that he forcfaw, in common with other fagacious 
men, that tlie King's equivocal condud, and his de^ 
taining the Swifs Guards about his perfon^ in de-* 
fiance of a pofitive law, would produce the explofion 
that, on the loth of the following month, hurled 
the unhappy monarch headlong from his throner 

The diHoIution of the Legiflative Aflembly fol^ 
lowed ; and the convocation of a National Coven- 
tion, to which Valady was returned a member for hi» 
native province, the department of L*Aveiron, im-* 
mediately took place. In that fadtious body he ad-^ 
bered to the Girondifts ^ and, though he did not 
diflinguiihhimielf as a fpeaker,. his talents, his in- 
fluence, and hi^ name, afforded ihem confiderabl^ 
fiipport. On the trial of the King, nothing could be 
more noble thanVala.dy's condudl. He voted that Louis^ 
ihould be kept in honourable confinement till the ter« 
mination of the war ; that he (hould then be fent out 
of the Republic with a large penfion ; and that a 
fortune (hould be beftowed by the nation upon Ma*- 
dame Elizabeth, fuitable to the high e:cpevS)aiions oi 
a daughter of France. — His fuffrage being erroneoufly 
reported by the Jounaltfts, Valady, to corr€<3 their 
mifrcpre fen tat ions, affixed a placard to the walls o£ 
Paris, which ended with the following remark- 
able words; ** It became Philip Egalite, whoip 
Louis XVI. pardoned in 1787, to condemn him to 
death; and it became me, whom in 1789', and in* 
his fecret council, he condemned to die, to vote for 
tfie prefcrvation of his life." 
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This was a grievous offence to the fadioa of the 
Mountain ; and fome hand-bills^ which he iigncd 
with the name of Anningtmj and in which he endea- 
voured to expofe their dangerous pradices, exafpe- 
rated them ftill more. He was confeqitently in- 
cluded in the profcription of the party of philofo- 
phers who were not more richly ftored with talents 
and virtues, than deficient in vigour, prudence, and 
a knowledge of the world. Valady got fafe out of 
Paris; joined Lou vet and his companions in their 
flight to Brittany; and (hared in their perils, liard- 
fliips, and hair-breadth efcapes. The ftate of his 
mind on one of thefe occafions was highly: affe£lipg ; 
for though we may admire the man who meets 
death without difiTiay, our feelings are certainly aS- 
cd upon with more effeft by thofe iVho appear to 
have fome feeling for themfelves. Being concealed 
with Lou vet and fome others in a loft, where they 
had reafon to fuppofe themfelves in danger of im- 
mediate detedion and death, Valady, who was worn 
out with previous fatigue and anxiety, confefled that 
he was unable to endure the idea of his own deftruc- 
tion. A few 'minutes after his terrors redoubled, 
when a hoarfe voice rudely bade them come down, 
and rcfufed to explain the meaning of the injunc- 
tion. 

• This alarm, however, proved a falfe one ; and 
Valady, while- wandering from place to place in 
fearch of an afylum, obtained a fatal experience of 
the liitlc depcndi:nce that is to be plac^i upon friends 
in ihe hour of diftrefs. At length, in a defperatc 

attempt 
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attempt to pafs through Perigueiix, he was recog- 
nizcdy and guillotined on the iiih of Decembeif 
1793, by the ferocious agents of Robefpierrc, 

Thus perilhed one of the pureft and moft ardent 
patriots that France has feen — a man whofe judg- 
ment was not equal to his capacity of mind ; whofe 
weak nerves did not always fecond the generous 
impulfes of his foul ; and whofe unequal temper 
often caft a (hade over the benevolence of his heart. 

It muft alfo be acknowledged, that on the whole 
he was diflerviceable to that very caufe which it was 
the obje£l of his life to promote. 

KAPOLEONE BUONAPARTE*. 

It requires but a Very fuperficial examination in- 
to the hiftory of mankind to difcover, that great 

events 

• The following account of Buonaparte was pubUflrd in 
America by M.Volney, in 1797. It correfponds in all the cfT.n- 
tial points witii that given above. 

" The family of Buonaparte belongs to Corfica. The father 
of the Buonapartes now Jiving, was a farmer (he /hould have faiJ, 
a man of property) at AjacciOj a Jittle town and port upon the 
weftern coait j tliere he poffefled lamis, which is indeed a proof 
that he was not a foreigner. Dying about fourteen or fifteen year» 
ago, he left a widow and fix (feven) children, tbor fons and two 
daughters. 

** Governor Marboeuf, who was fond of his family, flnt 
to one of the miiitar)' fchools in Franc, the two cldeli boys, 
viz. Napoleone, and Guifcppe, his younger brother. Mar- 
boeuf dying in 1786, they returned to rhtir mother In Coilka. 
The prcfent General was then eighteen or nineteen ytars o\A% 

<* When the revolution began in Corfica, in 1750, \Ue vov.Tv^er 
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events are produdive of great characters* Tbeyr. 
excite the paflions; invigorate individual talents;, 
refcue merit from undcfervedobfcuriiy ; and, fitting 
afide the fiditious didinSions founded on the follies, 
rather than the conventions of fociety, give full play 
to exertion, and ample fcope to genius. But this 
fad is never more fatisfadorily illqftrated, than ia 
the contefts conneded with, and founded on^ the 
love of freedom : a principle intimately blended with 
our exidence and our happinefs ; and which, being 



b/o:l)er vvas appointed a member of the Departmental Dirc6lory 
at Corte, and the elder, commander of the internal guards aC 
Ajacclc. It was here I firft got acquainted with him, and fromi 
that circumllance I am enabled taglve you t^ following account 
oi this celebrated man^ 

^ As to language^ I never could perceive he undevfto#d a word. 
ofF.ngllfli. Italian, he of courfe fpealcs with great eafe and 
elegance, it being his mother-tongue; and French, better than. 
any Corfican I evtr met with* He is a man of middle ftature, 
of a pale and delicate complexion, though tolerable (Irong, blue 
(black) ey^T, aquiline nofe, the chin prominent,, the forehead 
wide 'y the Tvhole a countenance ftrongly indicative of a difcern- 
h)g and elevated ipind» He'is habitually of a taciturn and conf- 
temp'i^tive difpofiiion^ yet he is not deroid of the French ele- 
gance anJ gaiety. 

** He appears paflTionat-ely fond ef nothing but politics, and. 
the military art. Paoli who feaixd, did us the fervice to drive 
him and his family from CorHca. According to public accounts,, 
lie has married the widow of General Beauharnois j. fo that 
for the future be appertains to France,, in confequence of that 
union ; hot inJeed be belonged to it before, by the ties of educa- 
tion, a/id almoft by chofe of biith, fince CocHca bat for fomt 
)ears back been one of its p^ov.nccst^* 

founded 



aENEKAL BUONAPARTE* iSS 

founded in nature, is latent in the bafeft and moft 
feliilh hearts* 

The hemifphere of Greece exhibited a galaxy of 
heroes, during her ftruggle for liberty, againfl the 
domeftic tyrants who oppreiTed, and the foreign 
kings who endeavoured to enflavc her. The names 
«nd actions of Pelopidas and Epaminondas ; of Le- 
onidas and Agis ; of Hermodius and Artdogiton ; 
are familiar to every clailical fcholar, and have been 
long dear to niankind. In Rome, we behold one; 
Brutus arife to expel Tarqnin, and another to puni(b 
Ocfar. The burning hand of Soieyola appalled the 
heart of the king of Etruria ; and a fingle citizen, in 
the perfon of Horatlus Cocles, defending a bridge 
againft a little army, ftruck an aftoniihed enemy 
with terror and difmay. 

To recur to modern times, a few obfcure pea-r 
(ants, fuch as Tell, Erni, Stauffaucher, refcued Swit- 
zerland from the oppreflion of the haughty Hcufe 
of Auftria, and eflablifhed a federal commonweaIth> 
that has laded longer unahend than any monarchy 
in Europe *. In our days, we have beheld a few 
American citizens ennobling, by their ftruggles, 
a memorable revolution, achieved by a printer t, a 

lawyer J, a farmer §: we have often heard one of 

^ __ 1 

• Alasl it no longei- exifls, evtn in name. Since the publi- 
cation of the firft edition this grand change has been cffe6led ^ 
and it muft be owned, that the event appears highly inaufpici- 
0U8 to the caufe of liberty. 

t Franklin. J Adam-s, the jjrcient ,Prcfidtnt. § Waifr- 
in^too. 
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Its authors-reproached with being a ftay-maker'*; 
and the St James's Gazette adually ridiculed a man 
as a horfe-deaUr^^ whofe promotion to the rank of 
Major-general in the Britifli fervice it was after- 
wards /orced to record. 

' Similar caufes in France have produced nearly 
fimilar efFefls, and the triumphs of the monarchy 
have been obliterated by the glories of the Republic. 
Diforganifed, undifciplined, diflatisfied ; her armies, 
at the beginning of the contefl, exhibited numbers 
without valour, and enterprife without fuccefs. It 
can have been no Common principle, then^ that has 
forced the veteran troops of Europe to turn fATe bc- 
" fore her frefli levies ; and the Brunfwicks, thfe Cler- 
fiayes, the Wurmfers> to bend their filver locks to 
men, new to the fcience of war, and utiknewn to 
hiftory. 

At one lime we have fcen Dumouriez feebly op^ 
pofing the allies, and ad^ually deprecating their ef- 
forts ; at another time, invading their pofleilions ; 
and, foon after, flying to them for fuccour and pro- 
teaion. Jourdan, by the exertion of foldiery bravery 
alone, taught the enemy to rcfpeft his countrymen ; 
Pichcgrudifplayed all the refources of a great tadli- 
cian, and directed every movement by the rules of 
art. Moreau, in imitation of Xenophon, acquired 
more glory by retreat, than others have achieved by 
vidory ; and Buonaparte, by uniting the warrior 
and the ftatcfman in his own perfon, appears to have 
confummated the glory of his adopted country. 

• Paine. f «« One Arnold." 

This 
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This extraordinaiy man, bom in the town of 
Ajaccio, in Corfica, in 1767, is the fon of Charles 
Buonaparte and Laetitia Raniolini. His father, who 
was alfo a native bf Ajaccio, was bred to the civil 
law, at Rome, and took part with the celebrated 
Paoli, in the ever-memorable ftruggle, made by a 
handful of brave iflanders, againft the tyrannical ef* 
{(xXs ofXouis XV, and the Machiavelian fchemeft 
of his minifter ChoifeuL 

I am aflfured, by a near relation of the family, that' 
he not only laid afide the gown upon this occafion, 
but aAually carried a mufket as a volunteer ! 

On the conqueft of the iiland, he wifhed to retire,, 
with the gallant chieftian who had fo nobly ftruggted 
for its independence ; but he was prevented by his 
uncle, a canon, who exercifed a parental authority 
over him* 

In i773> a deputation from the three eftates was 
fent to wait on the King of France ; and, on this oc- 
cafion, Charles Buonaparte was felefted to rrprefent 
the nobles. He was foon after promoted to the of- 
fice oi procuratore reaU of Aj^ccio ; where his anccf- 
tors, fuppofed to have been originally from Tiifcany, 
had been fettled nearly two hundred years. 

The progeny of the elder Buonaparte was nume- 
rous, for he had feven children ; four fons and three 
daughters. It was his good fortune, however, to be 
cherifhed by the French; and both he and his family 
lived in the greateft intimacy with M. deMarboeuf, 
the Governor, who received a revenue of fixty thou- 
fand livres a-year, on condiuon of doing nothing I 
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An intendant was paid nearly as much ; and a 
fwarm of hungry leeches, engendered in the cor- 
ruption of the court of VerfaiUes^ at one and the 
fame time fucked the blood of the Corficans, and 
drained the treafure of the mother country : in fhorf, 
like the conqoefts of more recent times, the fubju- 
gation of tiiat ifland fcems to have been achieved 
for no other purpofe than to gratify avarice, and fa^- 
tiate rapacity. 

On the death of his friend, Charles Buonaparta, 
M. de Marboeuf continuing to patronize his family, 
placed his fecond fon, * Napoleone, the fubjeft of 
thefe memoirs, at the Ecole Milhaire, or Military 
Academy. 

The advantages refulting : from . this feminary^ 
ipphich has produced more great men. than stny other 
in Europe, were not loft on young Buonaparte ; he 
there applied himfelf, with ^qual iCdiduity and ad- 
drefs, to mathematics, and ftudied the art of war at 
a regular fcience. 

Born in the midft of a republican ftruggle in his 

♦ A French periodical writer ha».been plea fed to alTert, that 
General Paoli was his godfather, (/on J>arrMnfut lefameux 
Paoli) \ but, on making the proper enquiries, I find that thi^ 
circumftance is doubtful. General Paoli recollefts that he flood , 
godfather to a fon of Charles Buonaparte, but he is net fure 
whether it was to Napoleone, or one of hit brothers. So much 
was Charles Buonaparte attached to General Paoli, that, on hear* 
,lng from M. de Marboeuf that fome Frenchmen intended to af- 
faflinate him, he failed from Ajaccio to Leghorn, whence he re- 
paired to Florence, in order to communicate the particulars of 
the plot to the Engliih miniftci'. 

native 



6ENBRAL BUONAFARTB. 187 

natjv€ land, it was his good fortune to biirft into 
manhood at the moment when the country of his 
choice (hook off the chains with which (he had been 
manacled for centuries. There was alfo fomething 
in his manners and habits that announced liim equal 
to the fituation for which he feems to have been def- 
tined : inftead of imitating the frivolity of the age, 
his mind wa? continually occupied by ufeful flu- 
dies ; and from the lives of Plutarch, a volume of 
which he always carried in his pocket, he learned, at 
an early age, to copy the manners, and emulate the^ 
anions, of antiquity. 

With this difpofitipn, it is butvlittle wonder that 
he (hould have dedicaled his life to the profeiFion of 
arms. We accordingly find him, while yet a boy» 
prefenting himfeif as a candidate for a commilTion 
in the artillery ; and his fuccefs equalled the expec- 
tations of his friends, for he*was the twelfth on the 
lift, out of the thirty-fijc who proved vidorious in 
the conteft. In confequence of this event, he be- 
came a Lieutenant in the French army, and fcrved 
as fuch, during two or three years, in the regiment 
of La Fere, which he joined at Valence, in Dau- 
phiny *. 



* In 179'^, he repaired to his regiment at Auxona, afier a 
flmrr nhlence, and on this occafion he was accompanied by his 
brother. On being aikcd by his companions, what he intended 
by 'MMns^mg Tuch a youtU along with him } he replied as follows : 
<< J'ai 'vjulu lu't faire 'voir mi beau j^e£iacle\ un grand n Hon 
qu: 'ueut fe regenerer^ 9U perir.^"'^^^ 1 am defiroiis to exhibit a 
nobie ipc^ixle to him j that of a gi eat nation, whicU re folvet 
ckher to regenerate itfelf or perifli." 
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In 1790, General Paoli repaired to France, where 
he was honoured with a civic crown ; and there he 
embraced the ion of his old friend, who had ferved 
tinder him at St; Fiorenzc in 1768. They met 
again, foon after, in Goffica ; where Buonaparte, 
then a Captain, was eleiled Lieutenant-Colonel ^of 
a corps of Corfican National Guardsr /;i aSiivity, 

On the fecond expedition fitted out ^ainft Sardi- 
nia, he embarked with his countrymen, and landed 
in the little ifland of Maddalena, which he took pof- 
fellion of,. in the name of the French RepublicV but 
finding the troops tha^t had been got together for this 
expedition, neither poUeileid organization nor difci- 
pline, he returned to the port of Ajaccio, whence he 
had fet out. 

In the mean tiinfe, a fcheme was formed for the 
annexation of Corfica to the crown of England ; 
and the cabinet, in an evil hour^ aicceded to a plan 
which, while it diminifhed the wealth, has contri- 
buted but little either to the honour or advantage of 
this* country. 

Buonaparte had a difficult part to aft on that occa- 
fion: he was perfonally attached to Pafqualc Paoli ; 
he refcnied the treatinent he had experienced during 

- M l Mil !■ I I I ■ ■ I I I ■■ . ■ I I 11 « I II ■ ■ 

* ** M. de Lomcliini obferved one day to Dumaurlez, during 
hlo refi'Jence in Genoa, that it would be a vei'y happy thing, 
wcrj it poil'.ble to bcve a large hole in the centre of Corfica, in 
orctvr to bury it under the cctan. He meant to exprcfs by this 
figure, that it would always cccaHon great trouble to whoever 
mig'jt be in poflVflTion of ir, and become the caufe of frequent 
wars.''— Z.j/^ of Gen, DumouriefC, FoL J, p, I'Zi, 

' the 
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the reign of the Terrorijis'^ and had a£lually drawn* 
up, with his own handy the remonftrance tranfmit-' 
ted by the Municipality oF Ajaccio againft the de- 
cree declaring the General aa enemy to the Com- . 
monwealth. 

Indeed, he was fuppofed to be fo intimately con-^ 
nested with him, that a warrant was iflued by La- 
combe de St. Michety and the two other Commif- 
fioners of the Conventioni to arreft young Buona- 
parte ! Notwtthftanding this, he was determined 
to remain faithful to his engagements; and, learn-, 
ing that the Engliih fleet in the Mediterranean had 
failed for the purpofe of feizing his native ifland^he* 
embarked, along with his family> far the continent^ 
and fettled within eighteen leagues of Toulon. 

That town, the fecond fea-port in France, was 
at this moment in the poflefllon of the £ngli(h, hav- 
iog been juft feized upon by Admiral Lord Hood, 
who had.fubftituted the Britifh Crofs in the place of 
the three-coloured flag. The military talents of the 
young Corfican were well known to Salicetti, who . 
introduced him to Barras, now one of the Dlreftpry, 
to whom he afforded indubitable proof of the fince- 
rity of his pfofeflions, at a period when fufpicion 
was juftificd by the mofl ferious and frequent defec- 
tions. He was accordingly advanced from the rank 
of Chef de Brigadey to that of General of Artillery ; 
and dire(9ed, under General Dugommier, the at- 
tacks of the various redoubts that furroimded and 
flrengthened this important port, in which Collot 
d*Herbois foon after declared, " that he had found 
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the gallcy-flaves alone faithful to the Republic*!" 
It is almoft needlefs to ndd^ that the energy of the 
French troops, added to the fcientific arrangements 
of the engineers, overcame the zeal and reflftance 
of a motley garrifon, and reftored the key of the Me- 
diterranean to France. 

It may be neceffary, however, to remark, that 
Bnonaparte, in 17939 took an a£tive part againft 
General Paoli and the Englifli ; for, in the courfe of 
that year, he appeared with a fmall armament before 
Ajaceio, the town and citadel of which he fummon- 
ed in the name of the Republic ; but he met with a 
formidable enemy in his own coufin, the brave Cap- 
tain MaflTeria, who commanded a corps of Corficans 
during the (lege of Gibraltar, and had learned the 
management of red-hot fhot under Lord Heathfield. 

The conqueft of Touldn contributed not a little 
to raife the credit of Buonaparte ; and it proved 
equally advantageous to his friend Barras. That 
deputy had been alfo bre«d a military man, and was 
employed by his colleagues on all great emergen- 
cies. One of thefe foon occurred: this wa9 the 

* Thevoluntaiy exile of the inhabitants prevented Ccllet 
d'Herbois from pafTing a fentence on Toulon fimiiar to that in* 
fli6led on Lyons— 

•* Slue c£ite fvilUfoh detruite j que lefang de ces bahitam groffiffi 
ki eaux du Kh.one,^'* 

'* Let this city be dcftroyed, and the blood of its inhabitants 
increafe the waters of the Rhone." Neither the advocates of 
ariftocracy or democi acy fccm to be fufficiently awrare, how niach 
tbey hurt the caufe of either by cruelty, 

diilurbance 
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dtfturbftfice among the fe£lions of Paris, known by 
the naaie of the Infumciion of Vendemaire. 

On this occafion he took care to be fi/rrounded bjr 
able men, among whom was General Buonaparte, 
whom he had invefted with the command of the ar- 
tillery at the fiege of Toulon. It was to another ' 
Cordcan, however, that he confided the fuperintend- 
ence of the army : this was Gentilii who had juft 
acquired great reputation by his gallant defence of 
Baftia. 

On trial, however, it was immediately difcovered, 
that the deafnejs of Gentili was an invincible ob- 
ftacle to fuccefs, as he could neither hear nor attend 
to the multiplied and complicated reports of the 
Aides du Camp^ who were continually bringing him 
meffages, or addrefling him relative to the (Ituatioa 
of thp enemy. Luckily for the Convention, Na- 
poleone Buonaparte was, at this critical and de- 
cifive moment, appointed his fuccefTor; and it is to 
the maflerly difpofitions made by him, that the 
triumph of the Reprefentative Body is principally 
afcribcd. It is but juflice to add, that the moiKsra- 
tion dirplayed on this occafion is, perhaps, unequalled 
in the hiftory of the civil wars of modern times! 

A nobler field now opened for the exertions of 
Buonaparte ; for he was foon after invefted with the 
chief command of the French army in Italy, which, 
under his direction, prepared to open the campaign 
of 1796. 

In the fpririg of that year, we find the Auftro- 
Sardinian troops defeated within forty miles of Tu- 
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rin ; fouifteen thoufand were either killed or*taken' 
prlfoners on this occafion, and the cannon and camp 
equijpage feizcd on by the vi&ors. The army of 
lyombardy was alio doomed to experience a nloft hu- 
miliating dtfafter, although led on by a cautious ve- 
tcran» Beaulieui in perfon : this was attributed folely 
to the ikilful manoeuvres of the commander in chief, 
feconded by the adive exertions of Generals Laharpe, 
Maflcnay and Servona. 

The Auftrian General Provera was taken pri- 
foner in a third engagement ; in confequence of 
which, forty field-pieces, with the horfes, mules, and 
artillery waggons, &c. were captured by the French ; 
and two thoufand five hundred of the allies killed, and 
eight thoufand made prifoners. In (hort, the battles 
of Millefimo, Dego, Mondovi; Monte Lerino, and 
Montenotte, were decifive of the fate of Sardinia ; 
for the aged and fuperAitious monarch then feated 
on the throne, found himfelf reduced to the humi- 
liating fituation of relinquifhing Savoy and Nice, 
and fubfcribing to fuch terms as were granted by the 
Viflor, who could have driven him from his throne, 
and obliged him to fpend the ihort remainder of a 
wretched life in exile, and perhaps in poverty! 

The battle of Lodi, fought on the 2rft Floreal, 
(May loth} nearly completed the overthrow of the 
AuftriaR- power in Italy, and added greatly to the re- 
putation of the French arms. On this occafion, a 
battalion of grenadiers bore down all before them, 
and reached the bridge of Lodi, (houting — ** Long 
live the Republic !" but the dreadful fire kept up by 

the- 
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file enemy having ftopped their progr^fs, Generalt 
Benhter, Maifena, Cervont, &c. xdihed forward ; 
even their prefence would have proved inefiefSual, 
had it not l^een for the intrepidity of Buonaparte^ 
who, fnatching a (landard from the hand of a fubal- 
tern, like Csefari on i fimilar occafion, placed himfelf 
in front, and animating hit foldters by hit adtonf 
nnd gefiicula«ions-^for bit voice was drowned in th« 
nmre of the cannon and mufiLctrjF-^-^Vi&ory onoi^ 
more arrangdi herfelf under the GalUc bannert. 

In confequoiice of this feries of vtdoriety Beaulicilt 
mks obliged to y i«U the palm to a younger rival ; for 
he fek Mtnfcrlf rddtKcd to the neceffity of treating 
among the mountains of Tyrol, on which the French 
took pofleffion of the greater part of Lombaidy, and 
acquired aftonilhing refourcesi and immenfe maga«» 
zines. 

After eroding the Mincio, in the face of the Au^ 
ftrians, the Republican army entered Verona, Which 
fo lately had afforded an afylum to a tituiar King of 
France, and feized on Pavia. Here a new and more 
dreadful enemy attempted to ftop the progrefe of the 
conquerors. It was fuperflition, clothed in cowls 
and furplices, brandiihing a poniard in one hand, and 
a crucifix in the other ; but the fpeedy puniftment 
of the priefts and their adherents put an end to the 
infurrediion, and thus faved Buonaparte and his army 
from a more imminent danger than they had as yet 
experienced, and from which no French army, that 
hitherto crofled the Alps, has been exempt. 

At length Mantua alone remained in pofleflion of 

Vol. L K ' <tv^ 
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the AuftrianS) and this alfo was foon invefted by the 
vigors, whoy at the fame time, made inroads iptothe 
Tyrol ; and, by the battle of Roveredoi and the pof- 
feflion of Trent, became mafters of the pafles that 
lead to Vienna. 

In the mean while, the gallant Wurmfer deter- 
mined to (hut himfelf up, with the remainder of his 
difpirited troops, in Mantua ; and the Auftrians made 
one more grand effort, by means of General Alvinzy, 
to refcue his befieged army, and regain their ancient 
preponderance in Italy. But the battle of Areola 
completely difappointed their expe^tions, and the 
capture of Mantua at one and the fame time con- 
cluded the campaign, and their humiliation. 

In the winter of 1796, General Buonaparte was 
united to Madame Beauharnois, a beautiful French- 
woman, who had experienced a variety of pqrfecu- 
tions during the time of Robefpierre. Her former 
*hufband attained the rank of General in the fervice 
of the Republic, and always condu£ted himfelf as a 
friend of liberty. 

On that memorable day, when Louis XVI. and 
his family repaired to Paris, M. de Beauharnois fat 
as Prefident of the National Aflembly, and exhibited 
great dignity of demeanour: notwith (landing this, 
he fell a vi£lim to the Terrorifts, who, joining the 
narrow ideas of Se£lari(ls to the ferocious character 

* Before the Revolution he was known by the appellation of 
Count Alexander Beauharnois^ and pofTefTed great influence at 
court. He was one of the many loobies who fell during the ty- 
ranny of Robefpierre. 

peculiar 
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peculiar to themfelves« perfecuted all whofe opinions 
were not exadlly conformable to their own ftandard. 
M. Barras, at length, luckily for her, extended his 
protedion to the widow, who is now the wife of his 
friend. 

The campaign of *i 797, opened under the moft 
aufpicious circumftances for France ; Spain was now 
in alliance with her ; Sardinia a£ted a fubordinate 
part under her control ; Tufcany obeyed her requi- 
iltions ; Naples had concluded a feparate peace, and^ 
Rome was at her mercy. In this fituation, the eyes 
of the Court of Vienna, and indeed of all Europe, 
were turned towards the Archduke Charles, who was 
faid to inherit the ipilitary talents of the Houfe o£ 
Lorraine. 

It was accordingly determined, that this young 
prince (hould be appointed commander in chief, and 
that the hero of Kehl fhould oppofe the hero of Italy. 
The conteft, however, was not long between birth 
and genius ; between a young man of illuftrious ex* 
traSion, furrounded by flatterers, and educated in the 
corrupting circle of a court, and a hardy Cordcan, 
brought up amidft perils, breathing the fpirit of the 

ancient republics, acquainted with all the machinery. 

■ . I I ■■■ — . - ■ — » " .... 

* One of the moft difaiirous circumftanccs that occurred during 
this memorable campaign, was the military execution infli6ledoa 
the towns of Macegata, Pcrmo, Porto di Fermo, Grotto di 
Mari, and Jtfi, on the 8th of March, 1797, by order of Buona- 
parte. 

The Inllfcrlminate butchery of the many, on account of the 
fuppofed crimes of a few, refle6ls infinite difhonour on this great 
warrior. 

K2 «>'E. 
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ef modern warfaret direding every thing under hi$ 
own eye — whofe miftrefs was the Comnrjonweahh, 
and whofe companion was Plutarch I 

At length, in April, 1797, the Houfe of Auftria 
deemed it prudent to fue for an armiflice, and accept 
of terms of accommodation, that would have been ' 
at one time deemed humiliating.* 

A few weeks after this,t Buonaparte granted peace 
.to Venice, or rather acquired podeflion of every 
thing appertaining to that ancient ariftocracy. In 
confequencc of this, he took advantage of the ab« 
fence of the EngliOi fleet from the Mediterranean, 
embarked a body of French troops on board his 
lately acquired navy, and took pofTeffion of the ifles of 
Corfou, St. Maur, Zephalonia, and Zaute. 

All thefe were confirmed to France, by the treaty 
of Campo Formio, figned OS. 17th ; and no fooner 
had the victorious chief received the ratification of 
his Imperial Majefty, than he returned to Paris. 
The event of a peace with Auftria was celebrated at 
the Luxemburgh, by a grand fcftiyal, at which Bu- 
onaparte aflifted. On this occafion, the Minifter for 
Foreign Affairs, after prefcntiwg him to the Direc- 
tory, made a fpeech, in which, by pointfng to a dif- 

• The prelirainaries were figned at Leoben, April 18th, 1797^ 

on the following bafis : ^ 

X. His Imperial Majefty renounctd- Belgium ; 
%. He recognized the new limits of the French Republic 5 and 
3. He ackhowlcidged the eftabliibment and independence of the 

Lombard KepubUc. 

t May 14, 1797. 

> ferent 
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ftrent obje£l| he dexteroiifly concealed the future 
dcdgns of the French Cabinet.* 

The reply of the " conqueror of Italy," has btcft 
famed rather for its eloquence than corrednefs. 
** Citizen Diredors^ 

" The French people, in order to be free, had 
kings to combat. To obtain a conftitution founded 
pn reafon, they had to overcome the prejudices of 
eighteen hundred years. Religion, abfolute monar«- 
chy, and the feudal fyftem, governed Europe d^uring 
the lad twenty centuries ; but with the peace which 
y9U have concluded begins the era of reprefentative go^ 
vernmenti, 

" You hav« futceeded in oi^aniting the great na*> 
lion, whofe vaft territory is now ciicumfcribed fay 
thofii' Kimta alotM which Natuiv hcrfeif has traced. 

<< You hatt Aim tnore. The two firft countriep 
of Europe, mce cekbrated for ^ the arts, fcienees^ 
tnd great men they produced, behold the genius of 
Liberty arifing from the tombs of their anceftors* 
They are two pedeftals on which Fate is about to 
place two powerful nations; 

•* I have now the honour to prefcnt you with the 
treaty of Campd Formio, figned and ratified by his 

' ■ ■ Ill I. ■■H>I H »I— ■■' ■■«tl» 

* ** A new enemy is to be conquered. This enemy (adds hc^ 
is celebrattd for its hatred agair.lt the French, and for the info- 
lent dominion it exercifes over all the nations upon the earth« 
Xet the genius of Buonaparte make this haughty foe foon ex- 
piate its hatred* and dictate to the tyrrnts of the fca, a peace 
worthy of the glory of the French Republic." 

K 3 Majeft^ 
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Majcfty the Emperor. This peace fecures 4he li- 
berty, the profperity, and the glory of the Republic. 

^''When the happinefs of the French people (hall 
be fettled on the bafis of the bed and wifed laws, ail 
Europe will be free" 

In order to deceive the enemy, relative to an ex* 
pedition ecjiially fingular and important, which was 
now become a favourite objeA with the French ca- 
binet, Buonaparte publifhed an addrefs to the •* army 
of England." He then fet off from the capital, and 
at Calais beheld, for the fird time, the hodile (bores 
of Britain. Both there, and at Dunkirk, he review- 
ed the troops, and as his time would not permit to 
examine the army in Flanders in perfon, he difpatch« 
ed a general in his fuiie thither* 

After this, he returned once more to Parisi and fe^ 
out privately for the fouthern provinces* 

In the mean time, a large fleet, and an immense 
jnimber of tranfports, were colle£ling in feveral of 
the feaports of the Mediterranean. Great bodies of 
thfi bed troops were marched from a variety of dif- 
ferent points, and embarked on board veflTels of every 
defcription. If we ar^ to believe reports, accompa- 
nied with an air of authenticity, the army colle£led 
on this occafion amounted to 35,000 chofen men. 
The (hipa of vsrar confided of *fifteen fail of the line, 
fourteen frigates, and feveral corvettes. The tranf- 
ports under their convoy were 293 fail. 

The ports of Marfeilles, Toulon, Genoa, and Ce- 

» I ■■ ■ ■ - — — ■ ■ ■■■»■■■■ I ■ I — I II ■ 1 ^ — »» m m I ■■■ ■ I ^11 ■ I .^ I ■ ■ ,■■■ 1^ ^ — 

* Ir may be r.ecciTary to obfcrve, that two of thefe were Vcne- 
tiarl fixty- four's, anned enfluie^ 

vita 
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Vita Vecchia» were fixed on for the embarkation of 
the (lores, proviilonSy artillery, ammunition, &c. A 
body of learned men went on board at the fame time, 
with the apparatus appertaining to the diflFefent arts 
and fciences in which they excelled. 

This *grand armament, the greateft that had ap- 
peared in the Mediterranean fince the time of the cru- 
fades, fet fail on the 19th of May, with a favourable 
gale, and formed a line of feveral leagues in extent. . 

While every one was contemplating this great 
event, and wondering to what point of the com^ 
pafs this new temped was dire£led, intelligence was 
received, at one and the fame time, of the attack and 
furrender of Malta; a rock, which both nature and 
art had contributed to render impregnable : and it 
feems ftill to be a moot point, whether it fell by ilra* 
tagem or treachery. 

Immediately after this, the adventurous Corflc an 
fleered towards the Nile, took poifeifion of Alexan* 
dria by dorm, beat Murat Bey in two anions, the 
fecond of which feems to have been decitive, drove 
Ibrahim Bey into Upper Egypt, and feized on Cai- 
ro, Rofetta, Damietta, and Suez. 

In the mean time, by an exploit that has conferred 
on him immortal reputation, Sir Horatio Nelfon, 



* Of the fifteen fail of the line, employed upon th:« occafion, 
eleven were taken and dtllioytd by Lord NclA.n, two made their 
cfcape to Corfou and Malta, and two are ftill in the old port of 
Alexandria. Gf the fourteen f» If^ates, two were deftroyed in 
ihe grand engagement, one was taken by the Turks, one by our 
Ciuizeri?, and nine or ten are ilill in, the port of Alexandria. 

K 4 -aXtcvo^ 
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almoft entirely aonihiiated the French fqusdron^ 
under Admiral Brueys, which had been injudiciauily 
moored in the road of Bequircs : 

^* If in refpei^ to this calamitous icvent, (fays Bu« 
onapartei in one of his difpatches) he (the French 
Admiral) was to blame ; he has expiated his faults 
by a glorious death. The deflinies (adds he) have 
keen defirous to prove on this occafion, as on many 
others, .that if they grant to us a decided preponde^ 
ranee on land) they have given the empire of the (eas 
to our rivals." 

Difappointed in his wifti to penetrate into India^ 
in confeqjuence of the latencfs of the feafon^the op- 
pofition of the Mamaiukes^ and the ftill fiercer re« 
iidance of the Bedouin Arabs, the French General 
determined to extend his authorityi and confoltdat^ 
his power in Egypt. With this view, he is faid to 
have availed himfelf of the religious prejudices* of 
the inhabitants to gain their efteem ; he has alfo em-» 
ployed other means, that fpeak feelingly to the hearts 
of all men, for he has refcued the Cophts from fla«. 
very, and divide the paternal inheritance among the 
furviving children, infleadof permitting it, as here- 
tofore, to be claimed by the Grand Signor, and de^ 
voured by his fubordinate officers. 

By way of ftrjking their fcnfes with awe, on the 
I ft Ventofe, he celebrated the feventh anniverfary of 
the Republic with uncommon magnificence. At 

• If we arc to believe fom?of his countrymen, he affefts the 
oriental drefs, pretends a great refpedV for the Koran, ami is 
termed by the natives Ali-BvonaparT£. 

Alexan- 
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Alexandria, the garrifon alTembled at the ^ pillar of. 
•Pompey/* on that occadon decorated with the /r/-r«* 
Ivu red cockade ; . and in the evening ^' Cleopatra's nee«. 
die'* was iiluminatedt 

At Cairo, a pyramid was ere£)ed in the public 
fquare, the feven faces of which contained the names 
of fuch of the feven divifions as had fallen in bat- 
tle, while the troops in Upper Egypt celebrated the 
event on " the ruins of Thebes !" 

Such hitherto have been the principal features of 
an expedition which a *Mini(ler of this country has 
termed '< frantic/' and which, pn the firft view, af- 
furedly bedrs a near refemblance to the crufades of 
the middle ages. The peaceable poUeifion of Egypt 
would, however, procure to France, by m^ans of an 
eafy navigation, mod, if not all, the commodities 
fhe has hitherto obtained by diftant and tedious voy- 
ages to the regions fituated within the tropics. The 
commodiiies of India mighty in time, be alfo circu- 
lated once more throughout Europe, by means of 
this grand entrepity while the ftream of riches that 
flows from Afla to England could perhaps be inter- 
cepted, and the latter receive a deadly wound in th& 
extremities of her empire. 

But what, on the other hand, has not Buonaparte 
hazarded by this romantic expedition? He who fub- 
dtted Venice, conferred a new form of government 
on Genoa, ftruck the triple crown from the head of 
Pius VI., made Sardinia a kingdom only by courtefy, 
reftored Corfica to France, overthrew five Auftriaa 
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armies in fucceflioiiy and tanght even an Emperor to 
tremble beneath his diadem? We now behold him> 
with his fleet deftroyed, his army expofed to ficknefs, . 
obliged to fight for every inch of territory, aflailed 
by the hordes of the defart, with the month of the 
Nile blocked up, and nearly confined, if we are to 
believe report, to the fcalnty territory of the Delta! 

Is this an Alexander, laying do.wn plans for the 
benefit of pofterity, and Aibduing favage nations, in 
order to accomplifli his projects — or is it Charles 
XII. blading all his laurels, by liftening to the perfi- 
dious counfels of Mafleppa, and wandering like a fu- 
gitive, rather than a conqueror, among the Coifacks 
of the Ukraine ? 

As to his perfon, Buonaparte is of fmall (lature, 
but admirably proportioned. He is of a fpare habit 
of hcxiy, yet robuft, and calculated to undergo the 
greated fatigues. His complexion, like that of all the 
males of fouthern climate, is olive ; his eyes large and 
black, his chin prominent, the lower part of his face 
thin, and his forehead fquare and proje£iing. The 
large whole length Italian print, publifhed in London 
hy J cJiiAini J exhibits a good likenefs; but the beft 
portrait ever taken of him was one painted at Ve- 
rona, in confequence of the folicitations of an En- 
glilh artift, who applied lo him for this purpofe, by 
means of a letter from a relation, now in London. 

In rcrpe£t to his mind, he pofleircs uncommon at- 
tainments. He converfes freely, and without pedan- 
try, on all fubjcfls, and writes and fpeaks with fluency 
and eloquence. Above all things, he Jias attempted, 

and 
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and in a great meafure obtained, the maftery over 
his paflions. He is abftemious at his meals, and was 
never feen, in the flighteft degree, intoxicated; he 
poflefles many friends, but has no minions ; and pre- 
ferves an inviolable fecrecy, by means of a rigorous 
filence, far better than other men do by a loquacious 
hypocrify. 

His mother^ the beautiful Lactitia Buonaparte, is 
dill alive, as are alfo two of his fifters, one of whom 
is juft married to a diftinguiffaed Frenchman. They 
were lately taken prifoners by an Engliih armed vef- 
fel, during their paflfage from France to Corfica, but 
have been reftored to their country and their friends. 

GENERAL AMGERF.AU. 

It was once faid of a man, as it is dill of a horfe, 
that in order to be good for any thing, he muft be of 
fome particular ^r^i/w or breed. What the Arabian 
crofs or mixture is to the one, nobility was conddered 
to be to the other, and heroes were fuppofed to be de- 
rived exclufively from that clafs! What contributed 
not a little to fupport this chimera, was the circum- 
flance of mod of the armies of Europe being officered 
by the nobles only. 

This, however, is one of the many ridiculous 
and degrading illufions difpelled by the French Re- 
volution. Jourdan and Hoche are roturierSy or de- 
scendants of the mobility \ and Dumouriez and Buo- 
naparte would fcarcely have been confidered as gen- 
tlemen under the old government. 

Angereau, fiding with the people, to whom he ap- 
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pertains by birth — for he is the Ton of a petty Parir 
ftan tradefman — fuddenly rofeto the rank of General. 
He ))as often diftinguiflied himfelf in the Republican 
ranks, and of late acquired great celebrity in Italy, 
'where he commanded one of the wings of Buona* 
parte's army — ^^of that army that has annihilated fo 
many Audrian ones ! 

Angereau ferved in a fubordinate fituation in a 
Neapolitan regiment of Epirots, until 1787, when he 
aSually fettled as a fencing-mafter in the capital of 
the Two^icilies. In 1792, he was bani(hed, along 
with the reft of his countrymen. On this he repair- 
ed to the army of Italy, and became a volunteer* 
Fading through all the intermediate flaps, he has at 
length rifen to the rank of General of Divifion. He 
is not a mere fotdier ; for, after aSing as a political 
miflionary in Italy, he concerted, with the friends of 
Liberty in that.country, on the beft means of felici- 
tating the entrance and progrefs of the French army. 
He is now about forty-five or forty-fix years of age. 
^' He is a low fellow! I aflually knew him a 
fencing-mafter!" exclaimed an Italian Signora^ on 
hearing of the battle of Lodi— ** This fame Ange- 
reau taught my fon !'* 

'^ I hope yojur fon will follow the examples of fa 
great a mafter,** replies a Frenchman — " he will 
then have fbmething of the ancient Reman in him !" 

'* He was nothing more than a drummer at Na- 
ples," cried a pert Sicilian. ** Ah J this man," re-* 
joins the lively Parifian — '' feems to have been de- 
fined to make a naife^ I perceive^ from lua very in* 
fancy nr ' •► No 
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No fooner had the glad tidings of the capture of 
Alanttia reached the Capital, than the elder Angereau^ 
"who is an honeft grocer, was complimented on the 
valour and talents of his Ton. A fraternal banquet 
was prepared to celebrate the great event. At the 
age of feventy five, the father of the vi£lorIous Ge- 
neral was placed in the feat of hoi^our at a table co- 
vered with an elegant repaft, and a wreath of laurel» 
adorned with a three-coloured ribband, was prefented 
to him, in the name of iin applauding country. 

Thus, to honour an aged parent, was the mod de- 
licate compliment that could be paid to an affe&ion* 
ate fen ! • 

" Zf J kommesjbnt igaux ; ce tCeftfotni la naijfaucet 

Cefi lafeule *vertu qui fait leur difference, ^^ ^ Voltaire. 

Angereau, on his return to France, enjoyed the 
confidence of ihe majarUy of ihe Diredlory, and was 
accordingly employed by them in order to bring al)out 
the Frudidorian Revolution. On that memorable 
occafion, Barras, La Reveillere, and Rewbell, aflfum- 
ed the command of the capital, and appointed this 
general their lieutenant. 

He accordingly marched to the Thuilleries, with 
a chofen body of men, and fummoned the grenadiers 
compofrng the guard of the Legiflative Body. Inftead 
of oppofmg, they received him with open arms, and 
formed a line for his paflage. On this, the gates of 
the Aflembly were forced, and the real or pretended 
confpirators arreded by this intrepid man, who af- 
furedly flaked his life on the event of the conteft. 

The fuceefe of this day^ as may be eafily fu(M 
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pofedy foon led to new preferment, Angereau was 
accordingly appointed Commander in Chief of the 
French army on the frontiers of Spain, with a view, 
as was then thought, to penetrate into Portugal, and 
arrived at Perpignan on the 27th of February, 1798. 
On thi» occafion, the Government teftified its ap« 
probation in the following terms : 
. <* The Executive Diredory depends with full con- 
fidence on the refult of the operations of General 
Angereau in his new and important miffion; After 
having ferved the Republic with fo much glory and 
fuccefs, he muft daily acquire frefh claims to na- 
tional gratitude." 

RUSCA, 

Who was bred a phyfician, could not withftand 
that revolutionary ardour which has lately been in- 
fpired into fo many youthful bofoms. 

H« was born at Dolce Aqudy a viHage on the Ri^ 
vieray or coaft of Genoa, fubjedl to the King of Sar- 
dinia. Having exprefled himfelf in fuch a manner 
as to give umbrage to a fufpicious court, he was ex- 
iled by the Piedmontefe government^ at the begin- 
ning of the Revolution, 

On this he joined the French army ; in confe- 
quence of which, his fmall patrimony was confif- 
cated, and his aflaffination encouraged, by the offer 
of a fam of money for his head. 
. Profcribed in one country, and adopted by ano- 
ther, Rufca, from that^ moment, confidered himfelf 
sus a Frenchouin. He accordingly ferved with fuch 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary bravery and fidelity in the army of 
Italy, that the popular fociety of Nice prefented him 
with a fword, and petitioned the reprefentatives of 
the people that he might be appointed a General 
of Brigade, and employed with the army of the 
Pyrennees. 

On the concluflon of the peace with Spain, he 
returned to Italy, and was appointed Commandant 
of Leghorn, which he lately occupied with a body 
of French troops* 

GENERAL MASSENA. 

No nation in Europe has experienced a greater 
degree of degenefacy than the inhabitants of modern 
Italy. Does this proceed from fuperftition that de- 
grades? tyranny that humbles and debafes? or an 
unmanly refinement, that burds into exta^ies at the 
warblings of a caftrato^ unmans the fex, in order to 
charm the ear, and cuts ofF'the fource of population, 
to gratify the momentary longings of a debauched 
appetite ? 

It has been aflerted by a refpeftable traveller, that 
the defcendants of a people who once enriched the 
world with fcience and the arts, and afforded the 
nobleft monuments of human virtue and human 
Ikill, notwithflanding the cruel yoke of the Muflul- 
mans, flill call to mind the greatnefs of their ancef- 
tors. We arc aflTured, they not unfrequently hint 
that they are fprung from thofe Greeks who were 
no lefs memorable in arts than arms, and not only 

recapitulate 
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recapitulate the feats of their progenitors, but a£lu- 
ally point out the fcenes of ibcir glory. 

Notwithftanding appearances, this is precifely the 
cafe, and perhaps in a dill greater degree with the 
defcendants of the ancient Romans* Among them, 
tpo, firft arofe the free and independent little common- 
wealths of modern Europe ; and the feeds of early 
liberty have not yet been entirely choked by the triple 
fervitude of civil, TeHgious, and foreign dutnination. 
In addition to this, the foundat^ions of a new.Repub* 
lie have lately ^been laid in a claflic foil ; and not- 
"withftanding they arc ftill kept in thraldom by their 
Uherators^ the people may at fome future day be- 
think themfelves of the Brutufes, the Catos, and the 
Scipios of antiquity. 

MalTena is now about thirty-feven years of age* 
He was born at Nice, at a period when it appertaii^ 
cd to the Houfe of Savoy, into whofe fcrvlce he en- 
tered at an early period of life. The reproach is 
not peculiar to the court of Turin, that, without pra^ 
teuton, merit cannot make any progrefs there. How . 
many officers of talents in our own country have 
beheld the baAard or legitimate Ton of a lord takiag 
rank and precedence of them, in confequence of fu-» 
perior intereft ? It was well obferved by an Englifh 
fubaltem, *' that, in order to attain a rapid promo- 
tion, he would rathef be backed by a rotten laroughp, 
than poflTefs the military talents of Turenne !" 

MaiTena became an Enfign in the Sardinian army ; 
and an enfign he might have remained to this mo« 
ment^ bad he chofen to continue in that fervice. But 

a better 
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a better dediny awraited him, and in purfuit of that, 
he threw up his comtniflion ; and, entering into » 
French legion, foon diftingiiiflied himfelf. 

It was at the capture of Sofpello that he firft de<* 
veloped his military talents ; and it was entirely 
owing to him, that Saorgio, iti the campaign of 
1794, yielded to the Republican arms. For this 
fervice he was rewarded with the rank of General 
of Divifion. 

No fooner was Buonaparte appointed to the com* 
mand of the army of Italy, than the local knowledge, 
intrepidity, and experience of Maflena, pointed him 
otst as an able officer, capable of feconding his views, 
and advancing his progrefs. We accordingly find 
him, in the fpring of 1796, aSing a brilliant part^ 
under tho diredion of that celebrated warrior, at thi' 
battles of Montenotte and Monte Lezino, againft tha 
Sardinian army, in which he had formerly ferved at 
an obfcure fubaltern. 

He was alfo prefent at the fuccefltve anions of 
Millefimo, Dego, Mondovi, and Coflaria ; in all 
which he diftinguifhed himfelf by the impetuous 
valour with which he attacked the armies under 
Provcyra and Be^ulieu. He was no lefs fuccefsful 
againft Wurmfer, and contributed not a little to tho 
capture of Mantua. 

After being the companion of the glory, he aSed 
as the proxy of his General ; in whofe name he re- 
paired to Paris, in order to concert with the Direc- 
tory relative to the preliminaries of peace, and the 
removal of the vidorious armies of the Re^uXiYift 
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from fuch of the conquered provinces as were to be. 
reftored to Audria. 

Maflenay fince that period, has taken a very a£tive 
part in the organisation of the Roman Republic. It 
was he who nominated th^ Condituted Authorities, 
and inflalledxht ♦ Confulate in its authority. 
' ** The French Republic," fays he, in a procla- 
mation iflbed en this occaiion, '* renounces the right 
of conqueft which appertains to it over the terri- 
tories of Rome, and proclaims the eftablifliment and 
independence of the Roman Republic. 

** France had cruel injuries to revenge ; but flie 
will be avenged in a manner worthy of herfelf, pro- 
vided the Roman people be but happy and freer — ^^ 
The liberty and property of a nation can only be 
gpiaranteed by a conftituiion: the Executive Di^ 
rcfiory of the French Republic offers one to the Ro- 
man People. By this offer, the Republic /hidds 
them fronj the, political convulfions and fa£tTons 
which continually arife in a (late wbetl deficient in 
this point ; and the Romans, at her call, (hall enter 
on that career of liberty, and prafticeof virtue, whiclv 
immortalized their anceftors." 

Refpeft for hiftorical truth will not permit the 
concealment, that this General has been accufcd of 
peculation, and removed from his command, in con- 
fequence of complaints from the army, accufing him 



* This is the title given to the Dire^ory, by way eF flattering 
the vanity of the people, with the revival of an old Roman ap- 
pellation. For the fame renfon, the greater council is termed 
tbc Tribune f and the lefs, the Stuate. 

of 
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©f having permitted the inhabitartts of Rome to be 
.plundered and oppreflTed. This event refleSs infi- 
nite difgrace on the Commander, but it at the fame 
time does honour to the troops who denounced him. 

THE ABBE DE LILLE. 

Montannier de Lille, autlior of " Les Jardins,'* 
and tranflator of the Georgics, has been called •* Vir-' 
gil de Lille" by his own countrymen. In his youth, 
h€ was admitted into, and initiated in, the inferior 
srders oi the Catholic church, with a view of ob- 
taining a rich Abbey, but it was never mtended that 
he (hould become a prieft. He accordingly aimed 
to procure revenue, not celebrity^ from the church : 
he however continued to acquire the reputation of 
being one of the bed dida6lic poets in Europe. 

When the Duke de Choifeul GouflSer repaired to 
Conftantinople, the Abbe accompanied him thither, 
apd amufed his friends by a feries of very interefting 
letters, which appeared from time to time in the 
French periodical works of that day. 

At the convocation of the States-General, he poC-* 
fefleda moft ampile income ; for his Abbey, his little 
paternal eftate, his honoraria as a profeflbr in the 
College of France, and a member of the Academy, 
HKift have produced him about 30,000 livres per art" 
num, in confeqnence of the revolution that foon 
after enfued, his"wholc fortune did not exceed the 
yearly fum of 40I. fterling! This circumftancc 
alone, expofed M. de Lille to the fufpicion of being 
an Arijiocrat^ but he has never evinced iheVcaft. we-x* 
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fion to the Republican regimen, although he blauticd 
bis friends Herauh Sechelles, and Boiify d^Anglas, 
for plunging into the revolutionary vortex. 

It is not a little exAaordinary, that while th« 
heads of To many famous literary men fell under the 
guilloiiney that of de Lille was fccured, and (hielded 
by the xgis of defpotifm, for both Robefpierre and 
Chaumette took him under their protedion. The 
latter repeatedly advifed him to change his drefs, 
which was by far too fprtice for the times» and 
might fubjedl him to a variety of mortifications^ 
while the former employed him to write a * hymn 
for the feftival of the Supreme Being. 

In- the courfe of the year 17941 de Lille left Pa* 
riiy and retired to St. Diea^ in the department of 
Voiges, whence he repaired to Lupac» near MoBte« 
idUe. In the fummer of 1796, he returned to the 
capital, but he did not remain long there; 

The Revotutioniffs, on the formation of the Na* 
tional Inftitute, were iurrow*ininde4 enough to 
make enquiries, as well into the civijm^ as the ta* 
lents of -the candidates. In confequence of this, 
La flarpcy the ex- Abbe Suard, &c. were excluded, 
and the adrntflion of the poet de Ltllei notwithftand- 
ing his acknowledged talents, became problematic 
cal. Actuated by a fufpicion of the event, he de- 
termined to avoid the fuppofed difgrace, by declin- 
ing the nomination, ard accordingly addreiFed a let- 
ter to this purpofe to the Prefident. 



I 
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canaille du fajut public/* 
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At the fame time, he folicitcd the Dircdory for 
leave to retire from France, " in order to finifli his 
career, in peace and obfcurity, in a foreign coun* 
try." This demand being immediately complied 
with, he repaired to Bafil in Switzerland, M'here he 
has lately publi(hed his poem, entitled, '^ L*homme 
des Champs,'* in which he happily defcrlbeshis own 
Htuation, in the following lines : 

" Heureux qui dai\s le fe»n de fes vieux domcftique* 
Se de obe au fracas des tempctes publiquts, 
£t dans un doux abri trompant tous les regards, 
Cultive Ccs jardins, les vertus et Jes arts ! 

•* Tel, quand des triumvirs la main enfanghntce 
Difputait les lambeauvde Rome epouvaniee, 
Virgilc^des partis laiiTant rouler les flots, 
Du nbm d*AmaryUi9enchanuit Ics echos. 
Comme lui je nVus point un champ de mes ayeux, 
£r le peu que j'avois je Tabandonne aux dieux. 
Ma.s, commc iui, fuyant Its tiifcordes civil«s, 
J*ec)v4ppe dans les boisau tumulte des villes. 
Vous done qui pietendiez, profanant ma retraite^ 
En intrigarvt d'etat transformer un (K>ete, 
Epargnez a ma mufe un repaid indi(cret« 
De f jn heureux loifir refpeaer le fecret. 
Aiignrte triomphaiu pour Virgiie iut juOe : 
J imit:<i le Poeie, Unitez done Augufte : 
Et laiitcz moi fansniotn, fans fortune et fans fers 
Rever au bruit des eaux, de la lyre et de-s vers." 

In addition to his other works, he has meditated a 
poem on the ** Imagination ;" for, what is fingular 
enough, this has never as yet been committed to 
paper. The truth is, that the Abbe, relying on his 
extraordinary memory, never copies out any of his 
verfes, until they are about to be printed *. 

The 



* Le plus bel eptfade defon poemi fur t: imagination , dont itfujtt 
efi Va'venture du celebre peintre^ Robert ^ perdu pendant quelques 
heures fans guide & fajis fiamkinu dans Us immenfti §QvXvtroak\ 

nQmmcs 



214 ABBE DE LILLE. 

The following tranflation from one of the poets 
of our own nation, will convey fome idea of the 
Abbe's verfiiication : 

TRADUCTION DE L'fPITRE DE POPE. 

'* Ferme la portf , Jean, et qii*on me barricade, 
QiCcn roette les verroux j dis que je fuis malade, 
Dfs que je fuis inourant, dis que je ne fuis plus. 
Ditux ! quel flots de i imcurs, pres d^Ici repandus ! 
Mon oell epouvante, croit vot fur cette pbice 
Tout Phopltal des fout^iOU bkn tout le Pamafle. 

*< Les vois-tu, recitaat, courant en furieux, 
Un papier dans les mains, Sc le feu dans les yeux ? 
Contre ce Til eflaim qui fourmille fans cefP, 
Quel re mpart alTes sur, quelle ombre aflez epaiflc ? 
II m*attaque par terre, il m'afTicge par eao, 
Se glifle dans ma grotte, inveftit roon berceau, 
Inonde mcs bofqueH, borde moSi avenoe. 
Me pourfuit dans Peglife Sc m*atteint dans la rue ; 
Ou, chade par la faim, de Ton noir galetas, 
M*aborde — ^justmemt a Theurc du repas,*' 

EPISTLE to dr. ARBUTHNOT. 

** Shut, (hut the door, goo^ John ! fatigued, I faid ; 
Tic up the knocker, fay I'm fetk, I'm dead. * 
The dog-ftar rages ! nay, 'tis paft a doubt 
All Bedlam or PainalTus is let out : 
Fire in each eye, and papers in each hand, . 
They rave, recite, and madden round the land. 

♦* What walls can guard nee, or what (hades C2B hide ? 
They pierce my thickets, thro' my 'grot they glide ; . 
]^y land, by water, they renew the charge, 
They ftop the char-ot, and they board the barge ; 
No place is facred $ not the church is free ; 
E'en Sunday (hines no Sabbath-day to me : 
Then from the Mint walks forth the n)an of rhyme, 
Happy to catch me juft at dinner time." 



** Eft-il nn vil rimeur dont la verve grofliere 
Exhale en plars ecrits les vapeurs de la bierre; 



ncmmcs Us catacombes de Rpme. Ce poeme tT eft point im^ 
prime \ fiVauteur eut pe'ri^ nous perdions a la fois & le poete & 
l:ouvrage, car, Monf. T Abbe de LilU fe repofant fur Jon exceL 
knte menwire n'ecrit jamais les nsers qu'il compoje que lorfqWil 
viut les U'vnr a V imprejfiMr '-^^oit by Madame dc Gen lis. 

Eft 
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Eft- 11 uo grand feigneur, aiireur de pertit versy 
Un poete m jupeaa, qui rime de travti's, 
Un clerc encore poudreux, qui deferteur du ccKk, 
Sache, au lieu d''un contra c, me griiFoner une oJe» 
Un tbu, qui renferir6 fans encie Sc fans papier, 
Alt charbotinede vers les murs de Ton greivier ? 
Tout vienncnt m^sfTailler dans leurs fuieurs etranges^ 
Outres de ma critique ou fiers de mes louanges. 
" Arthur voit-il les fiis negliger le barreau ? 
Ce font mes maudits vers qui troublent leur cervean. 
Et le pauvre Comus trahi parce qu'il aime, 
S*eD prcnd aux beaux elprits, a nia mule, a inoi-meme> 5:c« 

** Is there a perfon much bemus*d in beer, 
A maudlin poeteis, a rhyming peer, 
A cieik ForedoomM his father *s foul to crofsy 
Who pens a ftanza when he (hould engrois ? 
Is there who, lock'd from i»k and paper, fcrawls 
With defpVate charcoal round his darkened walls f 
Ail fly to Twit*nam» and in humble ftrain 
Apply to me to keep them, road or vnln. 

*• Arthur, whofe giddy fot\ neglefls the laws, 
Imputes to me, and my damnM works, the cau(e : 
Poor Comus fees his fiantic wife elope, 
And curies wir, and poetry, and Pope.'* 

M. de Lille is nearly fixty years of age, and both 
fliort and ugly. He is, however, mild and good 
tempered, very agreeable in converfation, fimple in 
his manners, and exceedingly beloved by the ladies*. 

ROGER DE LILLE, 

Nephew to the Abbe of the fame name, like the 
bards of old, is at once a poet and a mudcian ; and 
in confequence of a rare union of both characters, he 
w^s enabled to compbfe both the mufic and the 
words of the Marfeillois hymn, which by conneft- 
ing his name with the French Revolution, will in 
all probability render it immortal. 

I ■!■ ... ■■ J l« 

• <« V enfant gate de toutes les dames, ^* 
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During the reign of Robefpierrc, he was arrefted 
and kept in confinement for a confiderable time. 
This circumftance was noticed with juft indignation 
by Gregoire, in his celebrated r^ort on " Vandal- 
ifm,*' who terms it an eternal difgrace on the De- 
cemvirate: 

'< On a fait languir dans les prifons Duflault, le 
premier chinirgien de TEurope; rcxccllcnt tra- 
du6leur d'Homer, Bitaube, Roger de Lille^ qui 
par fon hymne a jamais celebre des Marfeillois^ a 
donne peiit-etre deux cents mille hommes a nos 



armees *. 



Young de Lille entered the army early in the Re- 
vohition, and foon obtained the rank of Colonel : he 
is now a Major-General. 

NECKER, 

A native of Geneva, and Ton of a profeffof there, 
was firfl a clerk, then a banker in Paris t. This 
celebrated man was deflined to rife from the defk of 
a counting-houfe, to one of the higheft employ- 
ments in Europe^ — that of Minifter of Finance to 
.the French Monarchy, Vanity, egotifm, oftenta- 

' ■il.llMII I ^1 .III I I ■ I ■■ 

* ^hey caufed to languifh in prifon, Duffault, the firft Air- 
gcon ih Europe ^ Bataube, ihe excellent tranflator of Homer j 
and Roger de Lille, who by his ever.n>eniorable bymn of the 
MarfeiUeisy has perhaps added two hundred thoufand men to 
^our armies. 

f At an early period of life, he was taken into the banking- 
houfe of the late Mr. J. Thellufon of (Geneva, then fettled in 
Paris, and became partner with hi« fon, under the firm of Thel- 
lufon and Necker. 

tioa 



tion — thefe are faid to be hi^ failings ; but, on the 
other hand, a good hufband, a good father, a good: 
citizen — he is in pofleffion of all the public and 
private virtues. If he evinces lefs ability ^han his- 
rival Calonne, be it remembered, that he can boaft of 
more integrity. Sufpicion has never Mailed hi3 fitiir 
fame with the charge of unaccounted millions** 
A man of bufinefs in office, a philofopher in diigrace 
— he never allowed himfelf to be elevated, or ()e«: 
preiTed, either by the fmiles or frowns of a (cling ; he 
(till remembered that he was a citizen of Geneva ! 

He, however, experienced a variety of mortiii*^ 
cations, for which he indemnified himfelf, perhaps, 
by the hope of proving ferviceable tq mankind.-— 
Old Maurepas never allowed him to fit in his pre- 
fence ! 

To the preponderance of the Tiers Etat, produced 
entirely by his means, France is indebted for her Re- 
volution ; but for this, the nation would haye rq-. 
lapfed into fervitude, and the crowft (being hots de 
page) into defpotifm. , He was once bani/hed, and. 
once recalled from the country of hia adoption ; 
the lad, perhaps, final retreat, was voluntary on ' 
his part. 

Necker has written on religion, morals, finance^ 
and government. His late . wife, formerly ^J^- 
demoifelle Curchod, the daughter of a Cure of the 
reformed religion, was greatly admired by Gib- 

* Garat indeed obferves, ;:.at Salies accufed hmi of'having , 
robbed the treafury while in ofnce, but ihe charge is'lcbVa^uc 
and too ridiculous to be attended to. 

Vol. L L \>o\x^ 



ai8 KBCK.E1L. 

bon *f the hiftorian, about thirty years fince ; but 
his love, which does not appear to have been very 
violent, eafily yielded to the admonitions of parental 
prudence. She is allowed to have been a moft ami- 
able and virtuous woman. 

His daughter, Madame de Stael, is married to the 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from Sweden to the French 
Republic. She has writtep many political trads, 
and gave fome good advice to the coalefced powers, 
about eighteen months fmce ; but on her return to 
Paris, (he was denounced by Legendre, as entertain- 
ing views hoftile to the commonwealth. This put 
an end for fome time to her political fpeculations ; 
for the Court of Sweden iind^ its neutrality too 
profitable to rilk.it by any difpute with the French 
Republic. 

M. Necker has lately publifted a work, in four 
volumes, on the French Revolution ; and, perhaps, no 
man of the prefent day has written more than himfelf. 

Notwithftanding his uninterrupted ftruggles. for 
celebrity, few have proved more unfortunate in this' 
iHcfpeft ; for, while treated with the moft mortify- 
ing contempt by the Republicans, he is detefted by 
the Royalifts, who, with their accuftomed modera- 
tion, zfftSi to conflder him fometimes as a confpira- 

tor, and fometimes as a charlatan t. 

From 

* Mr. G. refidcd for a confiderable time at the houre of her 
father, by whom he was educated. Madame Necker^s pofthu- 
mous works have been lately publifhed at Paris. 

f It is thus that a late writer dtfcribes the origin of his poli- 
tical greatnefs : 

" M. Necker, 



CHARLOTTE CORDAV. 21^ 

From the multitude of fatirical vcrfes, written 
againft him, the following couplet is fele£led« ra« 
ther on account of its wit than truth. 

M. NECKER. 

<* Agioteur adroit, miniftre fans moyttn 

" De ricn il fit d'or, ct d'un empire rien." - 

MARIE ANNE CHARLOTTE CORDAT, 

Born at Saturnin, in the department of Orne* and 
"whofe name is rendered illuflrious as the aiTaflln of 
the monfter Marat, was the daughter of a man at- 
tached by a place to the court.* The demoifeUe Cor- 
day was zealous for freedom : rich, young» beautiful 
-—a woman — (he was, neverthelefs, a Republican. 
An enthufiaft, but not a fanatic ; (he poflefled the 
warmth of the one charaSer, without the extrava- 
gance of the other. At the place of execution, (he 
uttered not a (ingle word ; her face ftill poflefled an 

■—^tmmmommmmmm Ii . ■ i . i i ■■ i 

** M. Neckcr devoit fa place de Dircfleur-des-Finances a Tin- 
triguant Marquis de Ptzay, a qui il foumiflfoit de Targent pour 
ttitretf nir fa correfpondance avec le roi ; place ou n^auroient ja- 
mais pu le porter, ni les ouvragcs qu'il compofa fur ce Aijet, ni 
I'efpece de reputation quUl avoit tach6 d*acquerir parini les gens- 
dcs-lettres." 

* Jaques Adrian de Corday married Mary Rcr& Adelaide de 
Belkau, Lady of la Motte, in the parifli of Courtone, near Or- 
bec } and left four fons and four daughters. 

The third of the fon9> was James Francis de Corday 9 iieuC- 
d^Ermonty who married Mary Carola Gadtier dea Antiers. 
They had four fons, who, it is believed, at this time are emi- 
grants, and two daughters 5 one of whom was the for-eyer ce- 
lebrated Charlotte Corday. Her father is (Hll livinf ,in the town 
•f Argcntan, in the department of rOrnc. ' "\ 
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heroic calmnefs ; (he fcemed confcious of future 
glory, and approaching happinefs ! Ahhough (ilent, 
her gefticulations were eloquently impreffive; for 
ihe frequently placed her hand on h%x heart, and 
feemcd to fay — " 1 rejoice in having exterminated 
a monfter!"* 

Brutus and Corday both equally ftruck for Liber- 
ty ; but, alas ! neither of them was fo happy ^s to fe- 
Cure it. The execution of Rofeefpierre, however, in 
the ifTue, effeSed, for modern France, what the pu- 
nifhment of Anthony, and thehanifliment of Oda- 
vius, could not, perhaps, have produced in degenerate 
Rome. 

To this woman, Greece would have ereAed fta^ 

-■ ■ ■ .* 

tues, Rome- temples : France may fome day infcrt 
her name in the calendar of her martyrs — the an- 
cients would have placed her among their gods! 

*The foUonjuing is a Tranjlation of a Letter from Marie Anne 
Vi6loire Charlotte Corday, to ber Father. JFritten on the 
rvening before ber Trial. 

** From tbe prifon of the Conciergerie, in the apartment 

lately occupied by tbe Deputy Brijfot. 

" My dear and rcfpefted Father, July 16, 1793, 

" Peace is about to reign in my beloved native country, for 

jMarat is no morel. ^ 

*f Be co|nforted, and bury my memory in eternal oblivion. 
** I am to be tried to-morrow, the 17th, at feven o^clock in 

the mwnlta. * *• 

. *' I have lived fosg enough, as I have achieved a glorious 
exploit. 

* Charlotte Corday 1 n'as pas produitle plus leger mouvement 
dans une ville qui nc meiltoit pas qu*^ie la delivrat d^un mon* 
itrt,^'*'^jMadame Rokfutf AppeL yne.ParU 
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** I put you under the proteftion of Barbaroux and his col- 
lenguesy in cafe you fhould be moleiled. 

** Let not my family blufh at my fatej for, rennember, ac- 
cording to Voltaire— 

* That crimes beget difgrace, and not the f caff old," 
«* Your affe^ionate cfaughter, 
Marie Anne Victoire CHARLOXTfi Corday."* 

LUX. 

* T.h« figure and condu£l of Charlotte Corday, at and during^ 
her trial before the Revolutionary Tribunal, impreffed all the 
beholders with refptftful ajve. The Public Accufer, having 
adccd her the reafon why fhe had committed the bcld aft, for 
1^•hich ftie was arraigned ? the following reply was delivered with 
a dignified calmnefs : 

**-.I came to Paris, on purpofe to acquire glory by it ; to dj- 
liveF n^y country from an afpirijng monfter, and to (lop the 
wounds his audacious hands had opened/* 

Pub. Accus. .** Are you not afhaiied to bec9me a com* 
loicn criminal and be tried for aflaflination ?** 

Mad. Cord ay. ***^It is a crime to have committed murder; 
but no difgrace tb'afccnd the fcarfTold for this aft T' 

Pub. Accus. «* Do you recognize this.faiiguinary dagger?'* 

Mad. Cord ay, ** I myfelf purchafed it in the Palais Royaly 
and remember it well ; it is the fame I plunged to His hearty 
and am fatisiied.** 

The fcene which her execution prefented was awful beyond 
defcrjption. The hcVoic viftim afcendcd the fcafFold with intre- 
pidity, pulled off her cap atnl handkerchief^ and only recoiled* 
when the executioner advanced in order to bind her legs. 

Imagining that Tome indignity was about to be offered, fhe 
exclaimed : ** Are you To bafe as to expofe me here V* but oa 
being informed of his intentions, (lie bid Iiim proceed. 

The inhuman monfter, after the horrid ceremony, exhibited 
her head to the people, and flruck it twice on the cheek I Even 
the Revolutionary Tribunal was (hocked with this enormity, 

L 3 «ft4. 
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LUX. 

Adam Lux was one of the commiflioners from 
Mayence^ after that Imperial city had fallen into the 
hands of the French^ and is only mentioned here, as 
conneded w^th the heroine^ who forms the fubje£lt pf 
the foregoing article. 

The death of Marat^ the feizure of Marie- Anne- 

« 

Charlotte- Corday, and the dignified deportment of 
that celebrated female, had made a deep impreflion 
on his mind. Happening to crofs the ftreet, through 
which ihe was dragged to the place of execution, he 
beheld her for the firil time — and what has not been 
furp^fTed, nay, not equalled in the iiflions of ro- 
mance — headually became enamoured with thebeaur 
tlTul viftim. 

As if enamoured of the guillotine alfo^ a few days 
afterwards he publifhed a pamphlet, in which he 
propofed to raife a ftatue to her honour^ on the pe« 
deftal of which was to be infcribc d . ■ 

<* GREATER THAN BRUTUS!** 

He, at the fame time, invoked the (hade of his de- 
parted miflrefs, while wandering through the groves 
t)f Elyfium, and holding converfe with thofe great 
perfonages, who had devoted themfelves to death in 
order to ferve their country. 

and condemned the executioner to twelve years imprironment in 
irons. 

The corpfe wat buiied in the church-yard of St. Magiielaine» 
-near the grave of Louis XVI. ihe having fuifered in the fame 
fti^on with that Mosarcb. 

As 
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As may be eafily fuppofed, thefe proceedings on 
the part of Adam Lux,' irritated the victorious ty- 
rants, and he was accordingly carried to the prifon 
of La Force^ where he remained fome time. He 
fcorned however to intercede for mercy ! The in- 
ftrument which had fevered the head from the body 
of Charlotte Corday, became in his eyes an altar> on 
T^hich he alfo^fpired to be facrificed ; and he w^s 
accordingly gratified in his wiflies, for he fuffered, as^ 
he had wiflied, by the very fame guillotine^ a few 
weeks after. 

MADAME LAt^AYETTE. 

This lady, the wife of a man whofe , hiftory is 
blended with two important Revolutions, wa^ a Mar« 
chionefs before the late changes in France : the fa- 
mily name of her hufband was alfo both fpelled and 
pronounced diflFerently, being then De la Fayette ; 
but the de being a mark of nobility, as having a feu- 
dal alludon — the French term it a nome de terre — it 
was, of courfe, omitted on the extinftion of titles. 

Mad. Lafayette is an eminent indance of the in- 
ilability of greatnefs, the mutability of fortune, and 
the inefGcacy of wealth. Defcended from an ancient 
lineage,"*^ united to an amiable and illuftrious hufband, 
who pofTeiTed eflates in Europe, America, and thd 
Weft Indies ; (he, neverthekfs, has not been ex- 
empt from the mofl bitter calamities that can affli£l 
fufFcring humanity. 

When Lafayette refitted the commands of the fole 

* She is a Noailies, and niece to the Prince de Polx. 

L4 x^- 
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remaining legitimate power in France, his " widow*^ 
cd wife'* was arretted. ' Under the defpoiifm of Ro- 
be fpierre, (he efcaped death only by a miracle — part 
of her family was actually immolated to his ven- 
geance — but, what to fome will appear more terri- 
ble, fhe experienced an unremitting captivity of fif- 
teen months ; during which fhe fufFered all >he hor-* 
rors of a clofe confinement, being immured within 
four walls, fubjeSed to a fcanty and precarious diet, 
fecluded from herchildren^ and prohibited even from 
the light of heaven. 

On the death of the tyrant, the voice of humanity 
was once more heard, and fhe was liberated, and re- 
flored to the arms of her afHided daughters. But 
fhe was a wife as well as a mother, and her beloved 
hufbarid was flill in bondage! For he who had en* 
deavoured to avert the execution of Louis XVI.—* 
fuch is the gratitude of courts — was languifhingm an 
Auftrian prifon ! 

She accordingly repaired to Hamburgh, accompa- 
nied by her children only ; for fhe had not wealth 
fufEcient to hire a fingle domeftic ; and fhe pofTefTes 
a lofty fpirit of independence, which taught her to 
rejedl pecuniary afliftance, even from her few re- 
maining friends. As foon as her health was a little 
ireftorcd, fhe fet off for Vienna, and proflrated herfelf 
at the feet of the Emperor. 

Francis III. is in the flower of his youth. The 
chilling hand of age has not yet rendered him mo- 
rofe ; and, furely, vicfory cannot have blimted his 
feelings, and made him at once haughty and infenfl- 

blc: 
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ble! — No! no! there is not a prince of his houfe^^ 
from the obfcure Count de Hapfburg of a former 
period, to the late powerful tenant of the Imperial 
diadem, who has had more occafion to feel that he is 
but a man. 

Weeping beauty did not fupplicate in vain; the 
German Monarch raifed her from her lowly pofture, 
and promifed better days. With his permiffion, (he 
flew on the wings of afFe6lion ; and, (Irengthened by 
conjugal love, knocked at the gate of thefortrefs 
that confined her dearly beloved hufband, whofe 
fpeedy deliverance (vain idea !) (he hoped inilantly to 
announce. 

The maflive bolts of the dungeon give way ; the 
grating hinges of the iron doors pierce the ears ; (he 
and her virgin daughters are eycd^ fearched, rifled, 
by an odious and horrible gaoler ; and thofe who, 
but a moment before, deemed themfelves deliverers, 
are now captives! 

Reclining in the bottom of thy dungeon, thefe 
tears cannot be feen, thefe fighs cannot be heard ; 
nor can the quick decay of youth and beauty, can- 
kered in the bloom, and diflblving amidft the horrors 
of a German prifon, be contemplated. But the 
heart of lympaihy throbs for you, ye lovely mourn- 
ers i the indignation of mankind is aroufed; the prc- 
fent age (hudders at your unmerited fufFerings ; and 
pofterity will (lied a generous tear at their recital. 
Anguifh may not yet rend the bofoms of your perfe- 

» 

cutors, but a dre^diul fu/uri/y waits them ; and, were 
it poflible to cfcape the fcourge of offended lleaven> 

L 5 vVv:^ 
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they will yet experience all the vengeance of indigo 
nam hiftory !* 

BAB(£UF« 

• 
Revolutions produce extraordinary charaders, and. 

elevate fometimes poor, and fometimes worthlefs 

men^ to the highefl and mod eminent (ituations. 

A proverb well known to the ariftocracy of every 
country, although illiberal, and in general falfe, is 
ncverthelefs, on forae particular occafions, true: — 
** When the pot boils, the/cum gets to the top." Co- 
lonel Pride, born in a church-porch, is a familiar in- 
ftance 9f the juftice of this, in our own hiftory ; and 
fiaboeuf, perhaps, in that of France. The firft, who 
was bred a drayman, adually diflblved that houfe of 
commons which bridled Europe, and punifhed its 
own king ; the fecond, who under the eU government 
is faid to have worn a ihoulder-knot, was but lately 
the leader of a formidable confpiracy, whofe objeft 
is faid to have been to murder the Diredory, diflblve 
the Legiflature, and new-model France f 

Baboeuf is a native of one of the diftant provinces r 
from a footman he became clerk to a procureur ; and 
from that rofe to be an aftorneyi His wife, at the 
fame time, accompanied him from the kitchen to the 
parlour ; and as (he )ad6. fhared in his indigence, fo 
fhe very juftly partook of his profperity. He prac- 



* Tlic above aiticle was written before the releafe of the fa- 
mily of Lafaye.te, fi om a bondage that had excited the indigna- 
tion of .'ill Euro^-.e, and of which thufecret motive flill remains 
unknown. . 

tifed 
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fifed in the country far fome time ; and^ if we are to 
'give credit to his enemies, exhibited all the little 
tricks of a low petty-fogger. Certain it is, however, 
that he was fitted, by a feries of imprifonments, and 
a long and intimate acquaintance with all the minute 
particulars of the Revolution, both to ad and to fuf- 
fer ; and there cannot be a doubt, but that he muil 
have poiTeflfed fome extraordinary talents, either in 
council or in adion ; or elfe it is not to be fuppofed, 
that fuch men as Drouet, Robert Lindet, Antonelle, 
and Felix Lepelletier, would have chofen him for 
their leader. 

Baboeuf fuiFered a long confinement, without be-> 
ing put on his defence* He was, however, at length 
tried in great form before the High. Court at Ven* 
dome. May 26th, 17979 and executed next day. The 
candid and equitable proceedings of the Court on this 
occadon imprefled the world for fome time with a 
favourable idea of the fecurity afforded by the new 
conftitution to the life of a French citizen. 

M. VALENCE^ 

Rofe to the rank of Lieutenant-general. Hi& 
forehead is (lill fcarred with wounds ; one of which, 
infli£led by an oblique (Iroke of an Auftrian hulfar's 
fcymitar, peeled oflF the ikin in fuch a manner, as to 
roll it like a bandage over his eyes. This occurred 
when he was charging the enemy, at the head of a 
detachment of cavalry. 

He is a brave foldier ; and, although the aSions 
of Pich^gru and Jourdan have obliterated, in fome 

L 6 ^L^^T^a^ 
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degree, thofe of Dumouriez and. Valence, the twa 
lauer mud be allowed to have formed the troops that 
have fince acquired the former moft, if not all, their 
glory. It was in the fame manner that Philip ^pre- 
pared the viftories of Alexander. 

In confequence of one of thofe extraordinary 
changes of fortune, lately become fo familiar to us. 
General Valence is now a farmer. He is married 
to the niece of Madame Genlis, who at this moment 
refides along with him, in Danifli Holftein, in the 
neighbourhood of Altona ; and he has cheerfully ex- 
changed the truncheon for the fpade ! 

CHAMPAGNEUX, 

Was the editor of one of the threefcore news- 
papers, that imparted the revolutionary {limulus to 
France* 

He is the father of a numerous family ; a man of 
unimpeached morals ; and was attached to Liberty 
from principle, at a time, and in a country, when it 
was not unufuai to be fo from mere fpeculation ! 

Champagncux was felefled by Roland, on account 
of his induftry and, talents^ and was put by him at 
the head of the principal divifion of the home depart- 
ment. In (hort, during his adminiftration, he be- 
came what is termed in England an Under Secretary 
if Statey and proved himfclf worthy of his fituation. 

CAMUS, 

•Originally bred to the bar, became a member of 
the Conflituent Affembly, and diftinguiftied himfelf 

by 
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by his aflivity in forming a new conftitution, which 
it was fondly hoped would have rendered France 
free, and made her King adored. 

He is another of Roland's eleves, and does great 
credit to his difcernment. Soon after the refignation 
of his friend, he quitted the home department, was 
eledled a member of the Convention, and is now ^r- 
chivift to the prefent legiflature. 

He was one of the Deputies deli vered over by Du- 
mouriez to, and confined by, the Prince de Cobourg. 
From an Auftrian prifon he has been reftored to the 
cxercife of his legiflative fundlions, — he is one of the 
tvio-thirds — and, on the firft vacancy, is likely to be-^ 
corae member of the DireSory ; a fituation for which 
he is admirably fitted, both by education and expe-> 
tience. 

Camus is, of courfe, odious to the Royalifts, as 
may be feen from the following fatire : 

I. 

Camus eft un tres grand Seigneur, 
11 achette des terres ; 
Qnand on devient legiflateur, 
Qu\)n fait bien fes affaires ! 
II ne fut jamais fcrupuletix 
Quoi qu'il foit Janfenifte, 
La France aura pour roi dans peu 
Cc fameux Aicheviftc. 

n. 

Rien ne peut froubler Je repos 

De ce favant jurifle, 

II fcjiit meprifer les propos> 

£n devot Janienifte : 

W 
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II CgMt profiler du moment 
Jamais rien ne Tarrete: 
II n'a plus befoin maintenant 
De la boete a perette.* 

Ill- 

Camus eft altera de Tor, 

11 peut bo ire a fa fourcey 

De la nation la tr^for 

Peut-etre fa reflburcc 5 

C'eft un autre Perou pour lui . ^ 

II en fait faire ufage, 

C^u- s'il n^aima jamais Louis^ 

II en aima Timage. 

VERGNIAUX, 

A native of Limoges, and one of the deputies 
from Bourdeaux^ was a mod able orator ; in fhort^ 
he was inferior, in point of eloquencci to no man 
who has appeared in France fince Mirabeau. 

He was a Girondift ; and, what is no common 
praife, in point of eloquence, may be placed at the 
head of the Gironde, 

Like all the members of that celebrated and un- 
fortune party, he was actuated by a rooted hatred 
againft the Houfe of Auftria, infpired by a full con- 
vid^ion of its perfidy : and he alTerted in the Conven- 
tion, *• that the rupture of the treaty of 1756, was 
^ ' •••• ,11 I > ■ ■ ■ II I, . ■ . ,. 

* La boeie a perette, was a box where the Janfenift devotee* 
put money, to pay their defenders^ patrons, Sec. and as Camus 
was originally a famous counfellor in ecclefiaftical matters, and 
know|A to be a Janfenift himfelfy it is fuppofed that he knew 
ibmething of the boete a pereiie, 

as 
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as neceflary to Europe, as the taking of the Baftille 
to France." v ' 

It was he who made the memorable report in fa- 
vour of Jujf endings inftead of dethroning the King ; 
and he expofed himfelf on this occafion not only to 
the fufpicions but the inveftives of the inflamed Ja- 
cobins, of whom he predided, " that they would 
reign over dead bodies only." Beholding Marat one 
day, very aflive in the Convention, he exclaimed-— 
^< Give that cannibal a goblet of blood — he thirfts 
after it." 

On the memorable loth of Augufl:, 1792, he oc- 
cupied the Prefident's chair ; and conduded himfelf 
with an uncommon dignity on that very critical oc- 
cafion. He was gifted with a happy delivery, and 
an eafy flow of words : this enabled him to fpeak on 
all fubje£ls with eafe, and without premeditation. 
But he was both indolent and negligent ; he defpifed 
mankind ; yet he loved Iriberty^ and died for it on a 
ipublic fcafibld, in 1793* 

MARAT, 

Short in flature, deformed in perfon, and hideous 
in face, was born at a little village,* near Neufcha- 
tel, in Switzerland. 

This man, or rather this monfter, from the very 
beginning of the Revolution, evinced the mod bar- 
barous intentions. It was he who, at an early pe- 
riod of itj^ and ere any blood had yet been fhed, ut- 
tered the execrable fentiment — " That throe hun- 

* Beaudry. 
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dred thoufand heads muft be ftruck off before Liberty 
could be eftabliflied!*' This horrid expreflion, re- 
garded at that time as a prophecy by the infatuated 
multitude, a6lually contributed to the anaflinations 
that enfued. 

If not the advifer^ he was at lead the apologifl for 
the maffacres of September. On that, and on every 
other occafion, where there was the leaft profpe£l of 
danger, he difappeared ; and is faid to have taken re-* 
fuge in a fubterVaneous apartrnent, where he care-'- 
fully fecluded himfelf, till his own fadiion prevailed. 

His difintereftednefs, joined to his fuficrings, had'^ 
endeared him to the Parifians ; for he lived in po-, 
verty, and was adlually tried for his life before one 
of the tribunals, by which he was acquitted. 
. By turns the tool of Danton and Robefpierre, he 
lived, as it were, the enemy of the whole human 
race, and died the vi£lim of a woman's vengeance.* 

It is not to be denied, that Marat poflefled fome 
abilities, although they were disfigured by prefump- 
tion, and obfcured by paflion. Previoufly to the Re- 



t 



* Briflbt, in his addrefs U) his conftltuents, confiders Marat 
as a man ** whofe foul h kneaded up of blood and dirt'* — ** the 
flHgrace of the Revolution and humanity*'—*' a wretch, whofe 
unpunirtied crimes added to the malfacres of the fecond of Sep- 
tember have put bact the uni'verfal revolution of mankind for 
whole sges." 

He further adds, that, although *' convi6led of having preach- 
ed up royalty, the d;61a'orfhip, theabafement of the Convention, 
the ma/Tacre of the Deputies, and a counter-revolution, he ftill 
remained unpunilhed, in fpite of the remonftranccs of all the de. 
partments,'* 

XoluUon^ 
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Volution^ he paiTed through Switzerland to France^ 
and refided for fome time in England. He eren dif* 
tinguifhed himfelf as a man of letters, and acquired 
the reputation of conflderablejcientifioattainments. 

His firft work was a treatife on *^ Light,*' which 
is acknowledged to poiTefs merit. His next — << A 
Philofophical EiTay on Man ; being an Attempt to in* 
vefligate the Principles and Laws of the reciprocal In- 
fluence of the Soul and Body," 2 vols. 8vo. London. 

This publication, the fecond edition of which is 
now before the writer of this article, has the follow* 
ing motto prefixed to it : 
*' UiuU animi confietnatura bibitulum.^^-^Lucrtt, de Nat. Rer« 

It treat s 

I. Of the human body, confidered as the general 
organ of fenfe and motion ; 

a. Of the human foul, and its faculties ; 

3. Of the reciprocal influence of the foul and 
body; 

4. Of the influence of organization on the aiFec* 
tions. 

Marat, on this occafion, appears in the charader 
not only of a metaphyfician, but alfo of an anatomift; 
and endeavours, by means of this union, to account 
for the various phenomena which had puzzled all pre- 
ceding philofophers. 

As a metaphyfician, he tells us that " man, in 
common with all animals, is compofed of two dif- 
tin£l parts, foul and body;*' and then adds — " I (hall 
not ftay here to prove a truth fo well eftabliflied: 
(hould any of my readers entertain the lead doubr^ 
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he may dirpcftife with reading my work; it i$ not 
for fuch I write." 

As an anatomift^ he feems to have built many of 
his theories on a£)ual experiment ; and: appears de* 
lighted, when he fpeaks of '< forcing the point of a 
lancet into a miifcle, in order to render it paralytic — 
dividing a nerve^ with a view to produce the fame 
effe£t — punduring the heart of » living animal f for 
the purpofe of exciting contra£kion," &c. The fbU 
lowing willy perhaps, be efteemed by fome a curious 
paflage, as it fliews the dedjion with which the au- 
thor pronounces[^on a controverted point 

** Anatomifts agree, that we muft look for the feat of the foul 
in the head \ but they are not imaiiitnous as to what pjace it oc- 
rupies in that part of the body. Some place it hi iht pineal 
gland, others in the Corpus collafuvt, others again in the r^np- 
brum \ fome in the cerehti/um, and ibnr.e in tiie meninges. But 
of thefe different opinions* the laft only is well-founded 5 for, if 
we trace the nerves to their entrance into the membranes of the 
brain, we (hall 6nd they confound them felves. with the meninges^ 
and form one fimple uniform fubflance with them. 

** Hence, if the nerves only are fenfible, and if the fenfationf 
are not continued to the foul but by thefe organs, we plainly 
J)erceivc that the meninges muft be efteemed the feat of the foul. 
For as thpftr membranes and their produv^ions are the general or- 
gans of fenfation, and as the foul is at the concourfe of all the 
ftnfations of the body, its feat muft be in that part where this 
concourfe appears, 'vix, at the centre of all the organs of fenfa- 
tion : thefe membranes are this centre. 

" Experience likewife daily confirms it : the (lighteft inflam« 
mation of the meninges occafions a delirium, a temporary infa« 
nity. The irritation of the nerves, by the fumes of wine from 
drinking to excefs, or by the fumes of tobacco, is followed by 
the irritation'of the meninges, and the lofs of reafon : this never 
happens to any other pqrt of the head. 

*• The fubftance of the cerebrum and cerebellum may l?e 
taken from a living animal, without the foul's being inftantly 
afFc6led} and though the wouu 's of the centre of the brain, of 
the pineal gland, and of the corpus callofum, fometimes injure 
the fun€lions of the foul, it is not becaufe the feat of the miud 
is in either of thefe parts } but becaufe thefe parts l«crete a kuid 

which 
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which is neceflary to its operations, and by reaAm of the irrita* 
tion which wounds in there parts communicate to the meninges, 
<< In thefe niembranes Eternal Wifdom has placed the foul, 
and united it to our organs by imperceptible bands ) here it has 
iixed the feat of tbo\ight> of memory, and of the wilL vol. u 

P- 5«- 

While the pia mater and dura maters are here pro- 
nounced to be the long fought fox feat of the foulf wc 
find the nervous fluid to be '< the band which unites 
the foul and thehody ;" and learn, that << all voluntary 
motions are by the inftantaneous influx of the nervous 
fluid into the mufcles.'* 

The organization of the body, we are told, ** de« 
ternrines the capacity of the mind, and renders man 
fagacious or dull, fedate or volatile, and the judg- 
ment clear or confufed." It is this which produces . 
<< the impetuous j£fchylus, the agreeable Horace^ 
the judicious Baconi the profound Newton, the fa- 
gacious Montefquieu ; in a word, every man owes 
the turn and chara<^er of his mind to the conftitu* 
tion of his body.'* 

The following paflage, written many years before 
the event, recalls certain fcenes, which afterwards 
became familiar to the mind of the writer, and at 
length hardened his heart to an aftonifbing degree 
•f brutal infenfibility * 

** Such as are brought up in anexcefs of delicacy, and a con- 
tinual habit of imlulging tnemfclves in every fort of pleafure, 
are not aflFe61ed by the fuiferings of others : tbe'tr feniibiiity ia 
conftantly employed on tbemfelves 5 they are altogether uncon- 
cerned about other beings; and their hearts are fteeled againft - 
the fufferings of mankind. In proportion as this love of felf 
increafes, pity decays, and frequently becomes extin6^. 

<< He who now melts into tears at the diftrefles of the unfortu- 
nate, were he his enemy, inllead of alleriating would aggravate 
his misfortunes. 
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<* Nero, who wiihed he had never learned to write when preiTed 
to (ign the warrant for a criminal^ execution, could delight in 
the murder of his enemies. The tyrant, who loudly bewailed 
the fate of Hecubea and Andfwnacbe as reprefented on the ft age, 
could hear without emotion the cries of thofe he had doomed to 
deftru6lion. 

•* Pity is dcftroyed by the paflions ; it is even generated in 
the heart only by prudent reflections, is nourished only by tender 
ientimtnts, and is wholly extingui(hed by the frequency of thofe 
objeCls which ought naturally to confirm ir. Let us fuppo/e a 
man has never heard anyone dilcouife on ideas of juftice, gcod- 
nefs, clemency, and g^nerofiiy : he muft lemain for ever igno- 
rant of the very names of thofe virtues. . . 

** By a frequent attendance at thofe bloody faafts^ which in 
fome great cities are given by avarice to idlenefe, you will foon 
lofe all lenfe of the iFrong emotions you had hitherto felt at the 
cries of inangltd animals; in time you will htar them with 
pleafure, and wait impat ently for a repetitiori of them. By fre- 
quenting fuch fcenes, the foul becomes callous to impreHions j is 
unafftCled with the profpeCl of human miferies, and mfehiible to 
to evejy tender emotion. 

<< Do not theie reaibns prove that pity is not a native of the 
human brea^?^* vol. i. p. 144. 

We are told, in another part, that a duck 'will 
run about feveral minutes after its head has been fe- 
parated from its body ; that a viper or fnake will 
n ove a confiderable time, and flies a whole day, after 
undergoing the fame operation ; but it is added, 
** that man, after decapitation,*' is fcarcely feen to 
move ! 

The author had but too many opportunities to re- 
alize this lad bloody theory by adual experiment ; 
and, with all due refpe6l to anatomifts, it would ap* 
pear that Marat's heart had become hardened by fre- 
quent diflcdions, and excruciating rgfearches into 
the organization of animals \ 

SALICETTI 

Is a native of Baflia, in Corfica. His family, 

which 
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ivhich is one of the beft in the ifland, is known and 
efteemed throughout Italy, on account of his great 
uncle, Monjignor Salicetii, a prelate of diflinguiflied 
knowledge and learning. -*' 

Salicetti was educated at the Univerfity of Pifa, 
and afterwards brought up to the bar ; he even prac- 
tifed for a confiderable tiitie in the capital of his na- 
tive countfy, but would moft probably have lived 
and died in obfcurity, if the French Revolution had 
not railed him to celebrity. Soon after that event, 
he was appointed a Deputy to the National Aileofi- 
bly; and, in that (ituation, acquired the reputa* 
tion of a learned civilian, and an excellent patriot ; 
while, on the other hand, his colleagues. Arena, 
^uttafouoco, &c. were thought to exhibit many 
fymptoms of contrafled minds, and aridocratical 
prejudices. 

" On the 5th of December, 1790, the gratitude of 
his countrymen was evinced, by a deputation to the 
National Aflembly, exprefsly entrufted with orders 
to praife the condufl of Salicetti, and blame that of 
his colleagues. The cofe droit, or court party, took 
fire at the language made life of by the Corfican who 
delivered the fpeech ; M. de la Chaize moved, that 
he (hould be committed to prifon ; and the AbbS 
Maury infilled, that the moft exentplaVy jiiftice 
(hduld'be inflifled on the calumniator. Mirabeaii, 
however, not only palliated, but even applauded th*6 
conduft of the deputy ; for he read feveral original' 
letters from the Corfican ' reprefentative#, in Vhich 

^ • the 
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the majority of the Aflembiy was defcribed as an 
impious, rebellious, and immoral crew. 

Soon after his return to his native country^ an 
event which took place on the breaking up of the 
Legiflative Body, Salicetti was eleded — in Septem- 
ber, 1792 — a Deputy to the National Convention, 
where he exhibited proofs of a decided Republican 
fpirit : he was the fole Corfican Deputy who vQted 
for the execution of Louis XVI. He was alio one 
of the Mountain, and aded a confiderable part du- 
ring the reign of Robefpierre; 

From the autumn of i793> ^^ ^^^ autumn of 
1794, he was employed conftantly in a public caps- 
city» having been fent fucceilively to the fouthern 
provinces, and to the army of Italy. It is to his zeal 
that the French are indebted for the conqueft of 
Vado and Savona, in the riviera of Genoa. Not- 
withftanding thefe fervices, he was expofed to great 
perfecutions during the fummer of 1795: for at 
that period, the odium very juflly attached to a few, 
bad with the greateft injuAice been transferred to all 
the Deputies of the Mountain, many of whom were 
imprifoned in confequence of the popular infurrec- 
tions of the fauxhurg St. Antoine, on the lath Ger* 
minal, and i PrairiaU 

Salicetti was threatened with the fame fate; but 
he avoided it by eroding the territories of the Repub* 
lie incognitOf under the difguife of a Genoefe mer- 
chant, in which aflumed charader he embarked, 
without moleflationj at Marfeilles. From Genoa, 

where 
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where he was claimed by the French Minifter, Citi- 
zen VHiard, he repaired to Venice, in which city 
be refided until the new conAitution was accepted^ 
and an amnelly granted. 

He returned to Paris during the winter of 1796, 
and found means to ingratiate himfelf with the Di- 
r«&ory ; in confisquence of which he was once more 
employed as a Commiffioner to the army of Italy, in 
the courfe of the fummer, 1796. In the defence of 
his native country, againft the Engliih, he took an 
uStivt part, and contributed not a litUe to the dif- 
graceful evacuation of Corfica* 

Salicetti is at prefent a member of the Council of 
Five Hundred. He is about forty years of age, tall, 
well (haped, eloquent, and courageous. Heis^ac- 
cufed of having acquired a fortune of four millions 
of French livres, during his miffion into Italy ; but 
a chara&er like his is not likely to be tindured ;^ith 
avarice, which is generally the concomitant of a Cttle 
and a narrow mind. 

MADAME ROLAND. 

When fomc pretended fage of antiquity was la- 
bouring hard to difprove the exigence of motion, a 
philoTopher of another feft, in all probability aperi^ 
patetUf arofe, and by merely pacing up and down be- 
fore him, tore to pieces the flimfy web in which he 
had enveloped himfelf, and entangled the underftand- 
ing of his hearers. In like manner, while fome of 
i\ie/oi'difan$ fages of modern times are denying all 
the nobler endowments of human nature to the fair- 
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fex, a female now and then ftarts up, and pafles 
along the ftage of life, with a difpHiy of talents, and 
^ dignity of demeanour, that ought to put thefe par* 
tial reafoners to filence. 

Madame- Roland was one of thefe women, of 
whom, no doubt, the number would be greater, if 
girls in general received an education like hers. Her 
father, M. Phlipon, a refpedable engraver and jcti^-' 
eller, in Paris, inftru£ted her in the arts analagous to 
hts profeffion ; while her mother, a woman pf gteat 
prudence, and exquifite fenfibility, inculcated the 
pureft principles of virtue, and encouraged the fond- 
nefs for literature, which Ihe djfcovered at z very 
early age. Nor were either pains or mafters fpar«d 
togive her the cuftomary accomplifliments of her fex. 

The profpeft of a fortune, confiderable for her 
ftation in life, a great (hare of beauty, and the fame 
of fo many acquirements, attrafted a whole hoft of 
fuitors ; and with two of them the negociation was 
carried to a great length; Thefe were Gardanne, a 
phyfician, who has fince diftinguifhed himfelf in the 
walks of fcience, and la Blancherie, who needs no 
particular defignation. — Who has not heard of the 
Jgent General of the correfpondence for the' advancement 
of the arts .^* With the fon of ^fculapius, the match 
was broken qff by the indifcpetion ot M. Phlipon, 
The Jgent General, after having been ifeje6^ed by 
her father on account of hi$ poverty, was finally dif- 
mifled by the lady herfelf, when (he found that he 



' •* Madame Koland's Appeal to Impartial Poftcrity. Part IV. 
' ' * was 
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was fo general an admirer of young women of for- 
tune, as to be known, even iti the circle of her own 
acquaintance, by the appellation of the lover. of the 
eleven thoiifand virgins. Neither of thefe gentlemen 
had made any ferious impreflion on her heart.— 
When fpeaking of the phydcian, (he ufcd to fay ' 
that her fancy never could figure fuch a thing as 
love in a peruke. Her liking for la Blancherie was 
flight and fuperficial ; but in the works (he has left 
behind her, are repeated indications of a violent 
padion for fome objefk which (he is careful to con- 
ceal. 

When (h6 had attained- her twentieth- year,- *a 
ftroke of the pal fy deprived her of her mother, A 
long and dangerous illnefs brought on by her grief, 
was not the only misfortune that enfued from the 
lofs of that amiable woman. Her father, having no 
longer the fame domeftic ties, gave hintfelf iip to 
habits of diflipat ion ; formed connexions of an im- 
proper kind ; and, to fiipport the sextraordihary cx- 
pences they occafioned, engaged in commercial f|>e« 
culations foreign to his art. The event was the very 
reverfe of his expeflations. He not only beggared 
himfelf, but fpent a great part of his daoghtfir's fore- 
tune. Alarmed at the profpc^ of total ruin, (he 
colle6ted all (he could from the wreck; iand, aftef 
making fome further facrifkes to a parent's want^ 
retired to a convent, with an income of five hundred 
livres a-ycar. Upon this fcanty annuity flic fubfift- 
ed in a ftate of dignified poverty and folitude, her * 
only amufement and confolation being derived (xovcv 
Vol, L M \>oots^ 
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books, and her fpod connfting entirely of aliments 
of the cheapefl: and mod fimple kind. 

A few years before, (he had becon>e acquainted 
viiih M. Roland dc la Platricrei a man of condder- 
able talents and information, who held the place of 
Infpe<Stor of Manufadures at Amiens^. His efieem 
and friendship having gradually ripened into love, 
he demanded her in marriage of her father, when 
the latter was already fallen into decay. But M. 
PhIipon,difliking the feverity of his manners, rejed:«- 
ed his propofal, with more infolence than even his 
former affluent circumftances would have warrantedf 
and the treaty was brokep pAFr M. Roland, how- 
:cver,. renewed his vifit^ ^pd It^isf offer at thje grate of 
the.convteni; and was accepted, though his age was 
nearly double that of the> lady^ who had then com- 
pleted her five and twentieth year. 

Shortly, after their riiarrjpge,, hq obtained his re- 
moval to Lyons, where he; continued feveral years, 
paffing the winters in fown^ and the funtmer months 
on his paternal eftate in the vicinity. At length the 
Revolution came, and by depriving him of his place 
of InfpeSor, brought hipi to Paris, to devife new 
means for the improvement of his fortune. There 
he be(:ame acquainted with BriiTot, Pet ion, and 
many other political chara6^ers ; entered into the 
Jacobin Club under their aufpices ; and took upon 



• He was introduced to her by MademoiTelle Cannet, who, 
after being educated at the fame convent with Mademoifclle 
Fhlipooi returned to her lAother at Amiens. 

hinifcif 
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himfclf a part of the corrcfpondence of that fo« 
ciety *• 

About two years after> the difcontent of th? na« 
tioQ at the apparently perfidious co.ndudi: of the ini- 
nidersy having rifen to an alarming height , Louis 
XVI. was prevailed upon to compofe an adminiftra- 
tion of men of known and decided patriotifm. In 
this arrangement Roland was inckided, ths reputa- 
tion of his talents and civic zeal pointing him out 
as a fit perfon to fill the place of Minilter of the In- 
terior i but he did not preferve it long. — The Kingp 
F finding himfelf (Irenuoufly urged by bis new coun- 
fellors to fan&ion decrees, of which the objeS was 
to ftop the irruption of the foreign armies, and to rq# 
prefs the Infolence of the nonjuring priefls, fudden- 
ly difmifTed the wh®le of the miniftry, except Du- 
mouriez, whofe fpirit of intrigue helped to drive his 
colleagues out of their places, and to keep him for 
fome time longer in his own. This degree fealcd 
the fate of the unfortunate monarch. The difcon- 
tent of the peoj)]e, which was in fome meafure fanc- 
tioned by- his fufpicious condu£l, continued to in- 
creafe, till it burft into a flame, that confumed every 
remaining vefHge of royalty. 

Upon the eAabliffament of the Republic, Roland 
was again appointed Minifter of the Interior; and 
while in that fituation, was aflifted in his patriotic 
labours by Madame Roland, as he had been before 
in his fcientific purfuits. Many of the writings^ 

* It woukl appear from her pofthumous work> that Madams 
Roland roanaged thi» department in hit name. 
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vhich he publifhed in. his official capacity, were the 
ofTspring of her ipind, and were remarkable for the 
force and beauty of the ftyle *. 

This was made a fubjedl of reproach to the Mi- 
fiiftcr by the fadion of the Mountrin, who hated him 
on account of his attachment to the Girondtfls^ and 
included him in the profcription that followed the 
famous 31ft of May, when the whole of that party 
was impeached. 

Roland found means to efcape from Paris ; but 
his wife, difdaining flight, was apprehended, and 
Conveyed to the Abbey. After an imprifonment of 
feveral week?, flie was equally furprifed and de- 
Kghted to find herfelf releafed, and haflened home 
with a bounding heart ; but fcarcely had (he fet her 
foot upon the threfhold, before (he was arrefted 
anew by the fatcllites of Robefpierrc, in thi name rf 
the lawy and upon the vague charge of being ** a fuf- 
picious perfon." Full of indignation at this proceed- _ 
ing, (he took refuge in the houfe of her landlord, 
and prevailed upon his fon to carry her claim of pro- 
tcftion to the Committee of the Parilh, which had 
declared it would fufFer no arbitrary arrefts. Tl»e 
performance of this kind office was fatal both to him 
and to his parent. The young man was ihortly 
after dragged to the fcaffold, and the father died of 
grief I 

The interference of the Committee was of no 

avail to Madame Rolland. After the mortification 

/ — ■ 
* Among many others of lefs note, (he was ihe author of the 
famous letter to the King. 

of 
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of hearing that her enlargement was. merely meant 
to afTord a pretence for what was deemed a more 
legal commitment, (he was fcnt to the convent of St. 
Pelagic, which had been converted into a gaol. 

Madame Roland bore her imprifonment with he- 
roic fortitude ; calmly difcufling, in a fecret cor^ 
refpondence with her friends,* the propriety of ef- 
caping from the violence of Robefpierre's revolu- 
tionary monfters by a voluntary death ; and com- 
pofmg, in a very few weeks, with an almoft incre- 
dible facility, two volumes, containing Hiflorical 
Notices, Anecdotes, and her own private Memoirs. 

The title which (he gave them of an Appeal to 
Impartial PbAerity,* was not a vain one: they will 
long be a monument of her talents and virtues, and 
of the ferocious rage of the tyrants by whom (he 
was perfecuted. Writers of the firft abilities, and 
of the moft pradifed pens, may envy her the power- 
ful manner in which (he fo aptly delineates men and 
manners, the felicity of her cxpreflions, and the ener- 
gy of her ftyle. Hej; private nie.mojra. are Dariicu=^_ 
larly valuable. No lefs intcreliing than ihe moft* 

ingenious works of fancy, they at the fame lime af- 
ford a favourable fpecimen of the habiis and cha.- 
tttSLcTS of French fcwiales; ia 4he middle raiQks. of 
life. Our fa(hionable travellers, who only alToci- 
aied with the two extremes of proflituiion in that 
country — the women of fa(hion, and the women of 
the town— have neither entertained, nor given, an 
idea of the modcft virtues that lay without the 
fphere of their obfcrvatio;!. 
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When Madame Roland approached the end of her 
career, and plainly perceived that her fate was in- 
evitabie> (he ufed to fpeak of her approaching cimI 
to her fellow prifoners with the gxeateft unconcern ; 
nor was her fortitude at any time dimini(hed> unlefs 
when the idea of her hufband, and of her only 
daughter, came acrofs her mind. The woman then 
refumed the afcendency ! 

Before the fatal tribunal to which (he was at 
length dragged, ihe ftood calm and compofed, until 
one of her barbarous judges drew tears of indigna*^ 
tion from her eyes, by aflcing her queftions offcnfive 
to her virtue. It is unneceflTary to fay, that a fcn- 
tence of death followed the vagfie and empty charge 
of a confpiracy againft the fafety of the French Re- 
public. On the day of trial, fhc wore a white drefe> 
as a fymbol of the purity of her mind ; and, after 
receiving judgment, pafled through the grate of the 
prifon with an alacrity that befpoke fomething like 
joy, indicating to her companions in misfortune^ 
jj^v on AvnfAfTTvf* aefture, that (he was condemned 
to die. ThoTjgh fhe wras then in her thirty-ninth 
year, the beauty of her perfon was but little im- 
paired. 

At the place of execution, fti6 conduced herfclf 
with her ufual courage ; bowing down before the 
flatue of Liberty, and pronouncing thefe memoraWc 
words — " O Liberty! how many crimes are commiUei 
in thy name /'* As^foon as the unfortunate Roland, 
who till then had lain concealed, heard of her death, 

he 
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he quitted- his afylum, and fliot* hiinfeff upon a 
public road, that the friend, to whofe courageous 
hofpitality he was indebted, might not be expofed— 
a ftrong teftimony of the worth of this extraordinary 
woman, upon whofe like we can hardly hope to 
look again •« 

• H^d her vigorous opinions been followed by the 
Girondrfts, the liberty of the world would not have 
been checked by the infamy of Robefpierre's pro^ 
ceedings. But it was the peculiar misfortune of her 
party, that while the only woman among thent was 
more than man, the men, generally fpeaking, were 
lefs than women 1 



MALESH£]2BES, 

Chriftian William de Lamoignon Maleflierbes 
was born on the 6th of December, 1721. At the 
age of twenty, four, he became a Counfellor of Par- 
liament, and Ax years afterwards Chief Prefident of 
the cour des aides. He remained in that important 
fituation during a period of twenty-five years ; and 
difplayed, on many occafions, uncommon proofs df 
firmnefs, eloquence, and wifdom. 

When the Prince of Conde was fent by the King, 
in 1768, to filence the magidrates who oppofed the 
taxes, Malefherbes replied to him — " Truth, Sir, 
mud indeed be formidable, fince fo many efforts are 
made to prevent its approach to the throne." About 

* Madame Roland had prtdifled ilns melancholy event j ivv 
in her p )fthumous work flie aflTerts, that her hufband woold not 
lurvive her I 

M 4 x\\^ 
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the fame time that be became Prefident . of the cour 
des aiJeSfhc was appointed by his father, then Chan- 
cellor of France, furperintendant of the prefs— a de- 
partment created for the exprefs purpofc of en- 
ilaving ideas, znA paralyjing genius and philofophy ; 
but which, under the dirc£lion of Maleiherbes, 
fcrved only to extend and accelerate their progrefs. 
' To him, France is indebted for the publication of 
Ihe Encyclopaedia, Rouifeau's Works, and many 
ijihers, which, at that period, contributed fo rapidly 
to advance the (lock of public knowledge. When 
Icarntd men were brought before him 4n his official 
capacity to undergo examination, he appeared to 
them as advifing, afTiding, arid proteding them, 
againft that very power which' was vefted in him- 
felf ; and they experienced in hini, at" once, a pa- 
tron, a counfeilor, and a father. 
- In 1775, he refigncd the office of ChiefPrefident 
of the cour des aides, and was appointed Minifter and 
Secretary of State, in the room *of La Vrillierc. 
•'^hus placed in the centre of a frivolous, yet brilli* 
wht court, Malefherbes did not. in the leaft deviate 
from his former fimplicity of life and manners ; but, 
ift lieu of complying with the eftabliflied etiquette 
which required magiftrates, when they became mi- 
nifters of ftate, to exchange their fable habit and 
head-drefs for a coloured fuit, bag- wig, and fword, 
he retained his black coat, and magifterial/^rtti^/ 

As, when in vefted with the power defigned to fet- 
ter the freedom of the prefs, it was his chief aim to 
encourage and extend that freedom ^ fo, whe^i raifea 

. - - to 
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to an office which gave him the uwlimited pow^r of 
ifluing lettres de cachet^ it was their total fuppreflloiv 
that became the earlieft objedl of his moft ardent 
zeal. Till that time, being confidered as a part of 
the general police, as well as of the royal preroga- 
tive, they were ifllied not only at the will of the mi- 
nifter, but even at the pleafure of a common clerk„ 
or perfons ftill more infignificant. Malefherbes be- 
gan by relinquifliing for himfelf this abfurd and ini- 
quitous privilege. He delegated the right to a kind 
of board, compofed of the moft upright magiftrates, 
whofe opinion was to be unanimous, and founded 
upon open and well-eftabliftied fads. He had but 
one ol>je£l more to attain, and that was to fubftitute 
a legal tribunal in the place of that which he had 
eftablilhed ; and this objeft he was upon the point 
of accompliOiing, when the intrigues of the Court- 
procured the difmidion of the virtuous Turgot, and- 
Maleftierbes, in confequence, refigncd on the i2thF 
of May, 1776. 

After this epoch, he undertook feveral journeyar 
into different parts of France, Holland, and Swit- 
zerland ; where he coUec-ed, with zeal and tafte, 
every kind of obje<3 intereilingto the arts and fcien- 
ces. As he conduced himfelf with, the fimplicity 
and oeconomy of a man of letters,, who had emerged 
from obfcurity for the purpofe of making obferva- 
tlons and acquiring knowledge, he, by that means, 
was enabled to referve his fortune for important oc- 
cafions. He travelled Uowly, and frequently on foot, 
that his obfavations might be the more Hivu>ue \ ^^4. 

M 5 ew\^\o^<d. 
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employed part of his time in fuitably arranging them. 
Thefe obfervations formed a valuable coUeflion of 
interefting matter relative to the arts and fciences : 
they were unfortunately almofl wholly deftroyed by 
the fury of fome of thofe Revolution ids, who have 
done as much prejudice to the interefts of fcience as 
of humanity. 

Returning from his travels, Malefherbes, for fe- 
veral years, enjoyed a philofophic Icifure, which he 
well knew how to direft to ufeful and important ob- 
jefls. The two moft excellent treatifes which he 
compofed in the years 1785 and 1786, on the Civil 
State of the Proteftants in France, are well known. 
The law which he propofed, on this occaHon, was' 
only preparatory to a more ex ten five reform ; and 
thefe works were to have been followed up by ano- 
ther, the plan of which he had already laid : public 
affairs grew, however, too difficult to be managed 
by thofe who held the reins of government, and they 
were compelled to call him to their councils. 

The court favourites did not affign to him the di- 
reflion of any department, but introduced him mere- 
ly — as fubfequent events have (hewn — to cover their 
tranfadions under a popular name, and pafs them 
upon the world as a£ls in which he had taken part. 
Malefiierbes accepted thefe overtures folely to fatkfy 
the defire he felt to reveal fome ufeful truths ; but it 
was not for this purpofe that he had been invited to 
the councils of the fovereign. Thofe whoprefided 
at them, took umbrage at his firft efforts to recall 
Ibeir attention to the voice of truth and wifdom ; 



and fucceeded fo well in their oppofitioni that he 
was reduced to the neceffity of delivering in writing 
the advice which he wrfhed to ofFcr. This was the 
origin of two treatifes relative to xht calamities of 
France, and the means of repairing them ; he tranf-* 
mitted both thefe to the King, who never read either, 
and h6 was unable from that moment to obtain a 
private audience, although a minifter of ftate. 

Perceiving the inutility of his endeavours, difgu{]:<*r 
ed with the repeated errors of government, and de- 
prived of every means of eiipofing them, 6r prevent- 
ing their fatal effeiSs ; after frequent foUcitations, 
he at length obtained leave tp retire. On this ho 
l^epaired to his eftate at Male(herbes, and from that 
moment entirely devoted his time to thofe occupa- 
tions which had ever formed the chief pleafure of 
his life. He pafTcd the evenings, and a great part 
©f the night, in reading and ftudy. 

In this tranquil ftate, while enjoying himfelf a- 
midft his woods and fields, an unforefeen event called 
him forth from his retirement. Louis the XVlth 
was brought to the bar of the National AiTembly as^ 
jt criminal :■ abandoned by all thofe on whom he 
formerly had heaped his favours, he little expeSed 
to find a defender in him whom he had facrificed to 
their intrigues ; but Malefherbes confidered the faU 
len monarch merely as an unfortunate nlan, and a£l- 
cd entirely according to the didates of his native 
benevolence. He offered himfelf a5 an advocate^ 
and his oiFer was accepted. 

Having difcharged this painful and hax2t^do\x% 

M 6. ^>^M > 
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duty with firmncrs, modei'atio;!, and fidelity^ he 
once more relumed to his country refidcnce, and re- 
fumed his tranquil courfe of )ife. JBut this tranquil* 
lity was of (hort duration. About a twelve month 
afterwards, in the month of Decemberi 1793^ three 
members of the Revolutionary Committee of Paris 
came to reiide with him, his fon-in-law, and his 
daughter, and apprehended the latter as criminals. 
Left alone with his gi-and-children, Maleiherbes en- 
deavoured to confole the reft of his unfortunate fa- 
mily with the hopes which he himfelf was far' from 
entertaining. On the next day, the new-formed 
-guards arrived to apprehend him, and the whole of 
his relations, even the infants. This circumftance 
fpread a general confternation throughout the whole 
department. Four municipal officers had fufiicient 
courage to convoy him, in order to infure his fafety, 
and even to accompany him and his family, on 
purpofe to avoid the humiliating fight of an armed 
force. 

In this calamity MaleQierbes preferved the un- 
didurbcd equanimity of viptue. His affability and 
good humour never forfook him, and his converfa- 
tion was as ufual ferene ; fo that to have beheld him 
—without noiicing his wretched guards — it would 
have feemcd that he was travelling for his plqafure 
with his neighbours and friends. He was conduct* 
ed the fame night to the prifon of the Madflonneiles^ 
>vith his grandfon Louis Lepelletier, and his other 
grandchildren were fent to different prifons. 

Tiiis feparation proving extremely affli6ling to 

him^ 
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him, he proteded againft it ; and at length, on his 
repeated entreaties, they all met together once more 
at Port-Libre. They remained there, however, but 
a fliort period. The fon-in-law of Malefherbes, the 
virtuous Lepelletier-RaH^mbo, the firft of them who 
was arrcded^ was ordered into another gaol, and fa- 
crificed a few days after. Maleflicrbes himfelf, his 
daughter, his grand-daughter and her hufband, 
were all brought to the guillotine. They ap- 
proached it with fortitude and ^erenity. It was then 
that his daughter addreflcd thefe pathetic words to 
Mademoifelle Sombceuil, who had faved the life of 
her parent on the 2d of September — " You have 
had the exalted honour to preferve your father — I 
luve, at leaft, the confolation to die with mine,'' 

Malefherbes, ftill the fame, even in his laft mo- 
ments, exhibited to his relations an example of for-, 
titude. He converfed with the perfons that were 
near him, without beftowing the leaft attention on 
the brutalities of the wretches who tied his hands. 
As he was leaving the jprifon to afcend the fatal 
cart he ftumbled againft a ftone, and made a falfe 
flep — '* See," faid he, fmiling, ** how bad an omen ! 
A Roman in my fituation would have been fent 
back again." He palFed through Paris, afcended the 
fcafFold, and fubmitted to death with the fame un« 
(liaken courage. He died at the age of fcventy-two 
years, four months, and fifteen days. He had only 
two daughters; and the fon of one of them — Louis 
Lepelleticr, a young man of the faircft promife — 
alone remains to fucceed him. 
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GASPARD THIEVRr, 

Colonel of the ninth regiment of huflars, was out 
on a reconnoitering party ^ and, having difcovered a 
body of the enemy, he poftcd fome markfmen in 
a ravine In his rear, it being his inteation to fly orr 
their approach, m order to draw them into an^aih*- 
bufcade. 

His troopers^ accordingly, in cotiformrty to oi>- 
ders, began to term the Auftrians *^ Slaves of the 
tyrant ; — bafe mercenaries, fighting for a made? 
who kept them in chains!'* &c. &c. 

They, ia their turn, called their adverfarics " Pa- 
per-eaters, bell-meliers, and regicides ;" but wouW 
not advance a ftep. 

On this> a private belonging to Thievri's regiment 
rode up to- the Auftrian line at full gallop, and level- 
ling Ins piftol vviih a' deadly precifion, killed a horfe- 
man immediately oppofue to him, Tlie veteran, 
enemy, however, undifmayed by this a6l of temerity,. 
Indead of pufliing forward, continued to joke, ex- 
claiming — ^^ Bravo y mentkn honorabhy itiferiion aw 
hidhtinr 

The preceding exhibits a remarkable rnfhince of 
hardihood in a private trooper ; the prcfent furni(he& 
an anecdote infinitely fuperior, of which a perfon of 
the fame rank is the hero. 

Petre, a huffar in Thievri's regiment, was fent tO' 
M village of Brabant, to prevent it from being plun- 
dered* 
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dered. Some freebooters belonging tpr xhc army, 
who were fearching after hicklen treafure, dug up a 
box, in which the inhabitants of the vHlage hart con- 
cealed all their property. The faithful guard, em* 
ployed to proteft the peafants, luckily arrived at the- 
very mdment when they were about to break the 
box open, and drawing his fabre, by his firmnefs 
and bravery, at kngth fucceeded ia driving away 
the pillagers. 

After this^ he inftantly aflfcrnWed the inhabitants ;. 
who, charmed with the bravery and generofity of the 
exploit, and plcafed, fbo, perliaps, at the idea oi 
having their future fafcty infured, und<f the guardi- 
an fliip of fuch a defender, oflfered to make him a 

« 

prefent of the coffer, which contained ninety thou- 
fand h'vres (from 3000L ta4oool. fterling) ; but the 
generous Petrc, who abfolutely refufed to accept 3 
fmgle Ihrd, after thanking, addreflcd them as foU 
lows : 

** In preferving your property, I only did my 
duty ; vou therefore owe me nothing. I exhort 
you, however, to be at more pains to conceal your 
riches." 

Will it be believed, that fome of the officers 
termed this unfoldter-Uke conduSf, and that it aftually 
flopped his preferment for fome time ? 

AMAR, 

Was by birth a gentleman of Grenoble, and • 
Counfellor, under the ancient regimen, in the par-* 
iiament of Dauphinc. In early youthi hewasex.^ 



a56 AMAR. 

pofed to the calumnies of the Abbe Elie, Canon of 
the Cathedral of Grenoble ; who accufed him of 
having offered violence to him — the pried — by means 
of a pidoly in order to force him to impart the facra* 
mental abfolution to a young lady, hi$ coufm, whom 
he had debauched. Amar was able completely to 
refute this abominable calumny : the circumftance, 
however, feemed to infpire him with a melancholy 
turn, an averijon to fociety, and a predominant love 
of folitude. After having, therefore, fulfilled the 
duties of his profeffion, he conftantly employed his 
leifure hours in the fludy of philofophy, and natural 
and political hiftory. 

In the mean time, his reputation daily increafed 
in the provitice of Dauphine, both as an honed law- 
yer, and a well-informed man. In 1799 he was 
chofen, by the department of Iflere, a Deputy to the 
National Convention. When the Revolutionary 
Government was Amoved and carried by Danton, 
patriots of the moft auftere principles were feleded 
for the offices of the Committees of Government ; 
and Amar was appointed a Member of the Commit- 
tee of General Security. He immediately became 
the organ of that Committee to the National Con- 
vention, the reports of which were, for the moft 
part, drawn up, and all orders of flrr{^^//<?» figned, 
by him. This power, added to the too frequent ex- 
ercife of it, could not fail to- draw down the animo- 
Cties of all the Ariftocrats and Royalifts, and atlaft 
of all the Republicans, who imputed to him the va- 
rious horrors of the revolutionafy regimen. 

The 



AMAR. 257 

The moft celebrated, ^s well as the mod atroci- 
o\is report made by Amar to the National Conven- 
tion, was that againft the Girondine party, on the 
3d of October, 1793. It was in conrequence of 
this that the National Convention iiTued a decree of 
accuration againft the twenty-one members, all of 
whom were foon afterwards beheaded *. He con- 
tinued to exercife his'fundions until the death of 
Robcfpierre, when a new order of things was in- 
troduced. 

Roverc, who fucceeded Amar in the Committee, 
fpared no pains to- (lain the memory of his predecef-. 
for, and to involve him in the fame profcription with 
Barrere, Vadier, &c. All his efforts, howev/er, proved 
fruitlefs, to bring this terrorift to punifliment. 

Amar a£led a very obfcure part during the re- 
mainder of that feflion ; and when the famous con- 
fpiracy of the firft of Prairial was difcovered, . being 
afraid led the inflamed fpirit of party fhould accufe 
him of being concerned in it — as others of his col- 
leagues had been — he concealed himfelf in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris ; nor durft he appear in public 
again, till the new government was re-eftablifhedy 
and a general amnefty proclaimed for all pad errors. 

He repaired, however, to;thc capital in the winter 
of 1796; where he lived in great obfcurity and po- 
verty. He dined conftantly at Mde. Meaux's, in 



* It was he alfo, who, on the 19th of March, 1794., prefentcd 
the i\£l of acciifation againft the deputies Chabot, Bazire, Dc- 
launey, and Julien of Thouloufe, all of whom but thelaft, who 
had Aid, were condemned and executed, April 5tb, 1794.. 
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the Palais Royal, among other poor people, and was 
unknown to every one ; until one day he happened 
to difcover himfel/ by a jeft. — Going out of the par- 
lour, the landlady obferved to him, that he had left 
his hat behind : Amar politely thanked the lady ; 
begged her pardon for being fo abfent ; and added, 
with the ufual French vivacity — ** // is htturfor me^ 
M^daniy to leave my hat here^ than my head on. ihefa^" 
fM." 

Thefe myfterious words excited a curiofity ia 
Mde. M. to know who he was ; and (he took the, li- 
berty to alk his name. He replied, that he was 
Amar, fo much tolked of in the time of the late go* 
feitimeBt ; that he was now happy to lurcffcaped aU 
further profcriptkm ; and that he: was iatis^ with 
bavihg fpeitt his time and fortune iu ferving his 
country, although he had beea rewanted by it with 
the bafefl ingratitude. The landlady, though by jno 
means a Republican, could not avoid feeling fome 
mtereft for a perfon fo roughly handkd By Foctune,. 
and (he communicated her fcnttments to fome of her 
cuftomers ; among whom was the writer of this ar- 
ticle ; who, obferving his good fcnfe, his civility, hi« 
modefty, his various knowledge, and his oratorical 
abilities, made it his bufinefs to afcertain why he had 
been fo fcvere during his adminlrtration. Amar, 
fcarce able to fupprefs a tear, replied — ** If my name 
was hated, becaufe I am a Frenchman, by the ene- 
mies of the Republic at home and abroad, I can par- 
don them, having done them the greatefl: injury. 
^ut when I* find myfelf ill-ireated by R.epublicans, I 

cannot 
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cannot help reflecting on the examples of Democri- 
tus and HcracHtus. No other nation, befides the 
French, could exhibit fuch proofs of inconftancy and 
ingratitude. ' Wlien I was tn the Committee, the 
revolutionary laws purported, that all forms were to 
be difpenfed with, in regard to counter-revolution- 
ifts ; that all fufpefted perfons were to be arretted ; 
and that the members of the Committee were re* 
fponfible for the execution of thefe lavvs, under thd 
penalty of death. 

*• Toulon was, at that time, in th^ hands of the 
EngUfli ; Lyons was in open rebellion ; all the fouth<*> 
em countries of France, from Nice to Bourdeaur> 
from Marfeilles to Oranges, were embroiled in civ3 
commotions ; Valenciennes, Conde, &c. in the powef 
of the Emperor ; Landau and Straftnirg befieged ; 
the Spatitards poflTefled Roufillon; and La Vendee 
menaced the very exiftence of the Commonwealth, 
and even the Metropolis itfelf. Certain it is, the 
Republic could never have formounted fuch a hofl 
of difficulties, if the Committee had not adopted ri- 
gorous meafures. It was its indefatigable zeal that _ 
faved France from fo many combined and powerful 
enemies. Barras, Rewbcl, &c. are become rich un- 
der the Republic, and arc cfteemed ; we have con- 
tributed to fave the Republic, and are poor, and de- 
fpifed." 

Ehiring the fame winter of 1796, Amar frequent- 
ed the meetings of the new popular focieiy of the 
Pantheonifts, but was too prudent to take any very 
a£live part in it. When the confpiracy of Drouet 
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was difcoveredythe Legiflative Body ifTued a d<ecree, 
that all the ex-members of the late Convention 
(hould quit Paris in the fpace of twenty*four hours, 
under penalty of tranfportation. Amar, who was of 
the number, remonftratedy that no fuch fufpicion 
could fall on him, who lived in Paris, like a monky 
in entire folitude, and that he did not mean to retire 
to Grenoble, where his recent misfortunes had be«* 
reaved him of all his friends. 

. His remonftiance not being Hflened to, the Execu^ 
five DireSorygave orders for his arred. Amarwas, 
cpnfequently, carried before the High National Court 
at Vendome ; where, having been tried, the judges 
pronounced him " not guilty.'* Accordingly, on 
the 28th of May, he was fent back to the ordinary 
criminal court at Paris. 

Amar is about forty years of age.— —Whatever 
might have been his errors, or even his crimes, while 
an adive member of adminifiration — and whatever 
may be the efforts of his enemies to flander him, no 
one has ventured, hitherto, to arraign him of the 
charge of ambition or rapacity : and he will always 
be cfteemed by confiderate perfons, as a man led into 
atrocious excefles, from a miftakea idea of piroiQ^-^ 
i^jf the welf^ of his country* 
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GENERAL LAHARPE. 

Amadee Laharpe was born in 1754. in the Cha- 
teau des Uuins, near Rolie, a litile town in ihe Pays 
de Vaud, of a family always dill inguiflicd for its pa- 
triotic fenliments. His father poireiFtd the Lord- 
(hips of Yens and Lcs Uttini. It was not known 
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. at firfty even in Switzerland, that the name of Mbn- 
. fleur de Yens, which indicates a title of Noblefle, is 
that of the General who, in France, has immorta- 
lized the name of Laharpe, by defending what he 
confidered as the caufe of Liberty with a courage 
equal to his talents. 

His father gave him a good education, and pro<^ 
cured for him a fub- lieutenancy in the fervice of the 
States General, in the Bernefe regiment Di May, 
commanded at that time by Colonel Conftant,* an 
officer of rare merit, under whom young Laharpe, ' 
endowed by nature with a found judgment and a 
very prompt conception, ftudied the military art. 

The folicitations of his father, then (Ixty years of 
age, and domeftic cares, which required his prefence, 
induced him fome years after to quit the fervice, arid 
to fettle in his country ; where, raifed to the rank of 
captain of grenadiers, he lived in peace, furroundeS 
by his family, occupied in agricuhure, and beloved 
and efteemed by all who knew him. . 

On the breaking out of the Revolution in France, 
the Swifs ariftocracy fliewed itfclf openly averfe to if. 
They entered into the refentments of the EmigreSy and 
infulted the numerous partizans of French Liberty 
in the Pays de Vatid. An immoderate joy was ma- 
nifefted by the ruling party on occafion of the flight 
of Louis XVL ; a Te Deum was chanted at Fri- 
bourg, to thank God for having faved the king from 
the hands of the rebels ; and at Berne, and in other 
places, the fame event was celebrated by banquets. 

• ' ■ ■ -r. — r— 

♦ A native of LaufAriTje. 
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The annivcrfary of the 14th of July was held a 
few days afterwards; when- the friends of Liberty 
thought they might, in their turn, make zfcU of that 
memorable epoch.' But, not to caufe alarms with 
regard to their intentions, they declared the fame 
with franknefs ; even inviting to their entertain- 
ments, perfons who were known to be of different 
fentiments ; abftaining from all malignant allufions, 
pnd imprudent expreilions, and preferving order and 
tranquillity. The cap of Liberty, however, was pa?- 
raded — an antique and revered fymbol of the eman* 
cipation of the Swifs, the impreiiion of which \% 
borne to this day on the medals and coins of Berne ; 
patriotic toads were given, and t^a ira was fung. 
This was enough .to furniifa their enemies with a pre- 
text they had been long fceking for. 

The State Inqu]fitim—2i word of intolerable import 
in a Republic — immediately repaired to the Pays de 
Vaud, accompanied with 5000 men, to protedl its 
operations. 

Laharpe well knew how odious he was to the Go- 
vernment, for having propofcd, conformably to the 
ancient conftitution, to convoke the ftaies of the 
Pays de Vaud ; but not being chargeable with any 
other crime, and enjoying the approving teftimony 
of his own confcience, he continued to refide in his 
chateau, although only two hundred paces from the 
place where the Inquifition held its fitting, till the 
inftant when two refpeflable citizens, in contempt 
of the laws, were fent to the Baftille of Chillon. 
Then, perceiving that the friends of Liberty were 

going 
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going to be delivered up defencelefs to the fury of a 
tribunal, all the members of which were at once 
judges and parties, he efcaped from oppr£flion by 
flight. It was high time ; as he fct out at the mo- 
ment when the armed bark, which was to convey 
him to the Chateau dc Chillon, was coming up the 
lake,^ in order iot receive him. 

Efcaped from this danger, Laharpe addreflftd his 
perfecutors, in a juftiticatory memorial, wherein he 
demanded to be judged accord! ng^o the laws, by the 
tribunals of the Pays de Vaud« He offered, if his 
deniand were granted, to return and furrcnder him- 
felf prifoner. By way o'f anfwer to this he was de- 
clared guilty of high ireajon^ ai\d, condemned to be he^ 
headed \ and the procefs, on which this horrid fen- 
tence refted, remained buried in obfcurity. 

After having profcribed his perfon, his enemies 
wiftied to tarnifti his reputation. They declared him 
infolvent; Ipld his eftate, which was difpofed of at 
a low price, the purchafers not thinking the acquifi- 
tion valid, and confifcated his other property. 

Exiled by what he deemed tyranny, Laharpe fought 
an afylum in the camp of the French. He was wel- 
comed as a brother, and honoured as a martyr in the 
caufe of the people. Appointed chief of the fourth 
battalion of the volunteers of Seine and Oife, at the 
end of 1 79 1 , he was rtationed, in 1 792, at the Cha- 
teau <le Rodemak, and expofed to the iirft onfet of 
the coalition army, which was then advancing. 

That critical moment for France is yet remem- 
bered wilh adonilbnient ; when the infubordination 
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of the army was at its height ; when^ a general dif- 
tfudf and the defedions and daily treafons of ^he 
officers and commanders encouraged diforder in the 
troops, and diforder paved the way for the entrance of 
the enemy into France. Well knowing he could 
not keep the place, Laharpe refolved at lead to give 
the firft example of felf-devotion which freemen owe 
to their country ; nor had he any difficulty in com- 
municating to hisji^rave brethren in arras the entKu- 
fiafm which infpired him. They all fwore not to 
capitulatei but to open to themfelves a paflTage, fword 
in hand; or> in cafe of an abfolute impoflibility of 
doing this, to bury themfelves with the enemy under 
the ruins of the Chateau, the fubterranean paflages 
of which, converted into ,mines, had been already 
prepared for the purpofe. 

The general, however, who commanded 'at that 
period, was not willing to deprive France of fuch 
brave defenders. He gave orders for the evacuation 
of Rodemak ; the artillery and (lores of which ^cre 
tranfported to Thionville, in the face of the com- 
bined troops, already mafters of all the fiirrounding 
ports. A daring feat, which procured for him who 
achieved it the furname of Bravej an appellation 
with which Luckncr honoured Laharpe at the head 
of the army, in the camp of Richemont. ^ 

Being foon after :^^^om\t\\ Cotiimandant of Bitche, 
which was threatened, and from which the Swifs re- 
giment of Chal.aU'Vteux had jiift: deferted, he not 
only preferved that place for France, but 'appeafed, 
by his a6tivity'and conciliatifig temper, the infurrec 

' tions 
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tipns which the priefts had at that time excited in the 
Vofges. 

He took part, for a (hort time, in the fucceffivp 
attacks diredled againft Treves by Bournonville ; and 
had his clothes perforated with balls at the foot of 
the enemy's entrenchments. The bad weather caii- 
fing this enterprize to be relinqui(hed» and the vii^o* 
ries of Dumouriez, Kellerman, and CuAine, having 
removed the feat of war to a diftance from the fron- 
tiers, he procured an employment of a more afiive 
kind* 

% Appointed at firft to the command of Brian^on, he 
carried on in the Alps a petty, yet inftriiflive war ; 
the only compenfation for the perils and fatigues o£ 
which, was the fatisfaflion of approving himfelf tife- 
ful to the Republic, in the fphere wherein he found 
himfelf placed. Called, in the fequel, to the army 
which befieged Toulon, he was appointed to the at- 
tack of Fort Pharon, which he carried by alTault 
with the greateft intrepidity, forcing the enemy to 
evacuate the place. This aflion procured him the 
applaufe of the whole army, and the rank of General 
of Brigade, It was in this laft capacity that he was 
inveftcd with the command pro tempore at Marfeilles, 
where he had the rare happinefs of making himfelf 
at the fame time beloved and refpefted. 

Returning to the army of Italy, and being always 

in the vanguard, he (hared, under the orders of Ktl- 

lerman, all the painful labours of that general ; and, 

at the end of 1794, completely defeated the Auftri- 

ans at Garefio and Cairo, thus keeping up the com- 

VoL. I. N muu\e;xuov\ 
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munication of the army wilti Genoa, and overturn- 
ing the projefts of the enemy. 

At the beginning of 1795,* Laharpe was feleilcd 
to^command the troops embarked for the purpofe of 
re-conquering Corfica : this expedition, however, 
not fucceeding, by reafon of the inferiority of the 
French fleet to that of the Englifli, he refumed his 
pod in the army of Italy ; which at that time, though 
lefs than the Auftro-Sardinian army by about two- 
thirds, and deftitutc of every thing, neverthelefs dif- 
puted its ground with a bravery worthy of the greateft 
eulogiums. 

During the retreat, General Laharpe, placed in 
the rearguard, that is, always neareft the enemy, 
defeated them again at Vado ; and De Vins, who 
had already grafped in his mind the conqueft of Pro- 
vence, faw himfeif checked by an enfeebled army; 
the deftruflion of which had been announced to Eu- 
rope, and which yet remained unaflailable in the line 
of defence it had taken up, till the arrival of reinforce- 
ments enabled it to refume ofFenfive operations, and 
finally to complete the conqueft of all Italy. A little 
before this, Laharpe had been promoted to the rank 
of General of Divifion, as a recompence for his con- 
duft. 

While meditating, in his winter- quarters, on the- 
means of opening the c^impaign with eclat, his per- 
fonal enemies, the Ariftocrats of his own country, 

• In the courfe of ihc fame year, (179J) he was fuip-.nJed 
from his command, imder the pretext of Jacobmi/m, but was 
foon after leftored and promoted. 

fpared 
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fpared no pains to circulate reports to his prejudice 
by means of their emiflTaries ^t Paris ; and, towards 
the latter days of the Convention, had flattered them- 
felves with the hope of feeing him difplaced. 

They, however, failed in their attempts ; andcon- 
foled themfelves for their difappointment, by giving 
out in Switzerland, that Laharpe had difappeared, 
faking away with him the military cheft ; although 
at that very time he was co-operating in the brilliant 
fuccefles of Buonaparte; although he had juft re- 
ceived from the Executive DireSory a letter of fe- 
licitation on the (hare he had in the vidlories of Mon- 
tcnotte and Dego ; although, in fine, he had juft fa- 
luted with cordiality the Bernefe officers of the regi- 
ment de Stettler, made prifoners at Mondov i ; and, 
without reproaching any of them for having for- 
merly voted for his profcription, had only faid to 
them—*" I hopt wejhall one day fee each other again 
in Switzerland as good friends.^* 

This brave man, alas ! was to be cut down in the 
fummer of his life, and in the midft of his career of 
glory, by one of thofe miftakes too common in war, 
and which are not one of its leaft calamities. After 
the paflagc of the Po, the 19th Floreal, his vanguard 
being attacked during the night by a numerous corps 
©f the enemy, he ran to the fpot to repulfc them, and 
in a very fhort time fucceeded." After this, he was 
returning to his quarters, when his efcort of huflars, 
being met by a corps of French, was miftaken in the 
dark for Auilrian Hulans : and a mutual difcharge 

Nz of 
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of mufquetry taking place, the general fell at the 
firft fire. 

Vidorious in all engagements, invulnerable by the 
enemy, it was his deftiny to fall by the hand of thofe 
whom he loved, and by whom he was beloved, and 
whofe bitter regrets attended him t^ the tomb. To 
the mod indifputable courage, he united uncommon 
intelligence and activity: he poflefled the eloquence 
of the heart in the highefl degree, that bcn-hommie^ 
(good nature) that affability, which nothing can re- 
fift. His difintereftednefs, his generofity, which made 
• him forget the wrongs he endured, and his inviolable 
attachment to the caufe of Liberty, are virtues which 
ought to render his memory refpeflablc, while his 
military talents have rendered i> glorious. 

Here follows the teftimony which Buonaparte 
gave to his military virtues, in his dlfpatch ad- 
drefled to the Executive Direftory, the day after 
that fad event — <* The Republic has loji a man much 
attached to if, the army one rf its hejt generals , and all 
the fcldiers a comrade as intrepid as punclual in dijci^ 
pline,'* The news of his death caufed tears to be flied 
by all good men, whether friends or enemies, not 
only in his native country, but throughout Europe. 

General Laharpe has left an orphan family of fix 
children behind him. His eldeft fon, in the courfe 
of 1 aft year, received a lieutenancy in the fervice. of 
France, and, in the language of his friends, is " am- 
bitious to emulate the career of his illuftrious father." 

HERAULT 
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Few men made a greater, and, it may be added a 
more refpeiiable figure in the French Revolution, 
during the fix months previous to, and as many after, 
the fall of the BsiiTotineSt than Herault de Sechelles. 
He was of a rich and diftinguiihed family, which had 
given him a liberal education ; and was ennobled, 
independently of his patent place, as Advocate Ge- 
neral of the Parliament of Paris. He was born in 
the capital, and was chofen a deputy for that depart- 
ment to the National Convention. He enjoyed a 
confidcrable fortune of his own, and in addition to 
this, he had very confiderable expeflations from a 
wealthy uncle, greatly advanced in years. 

The fall of Herault is not, perhaps, wholly to be 
afcribed to the political fins imputed to him: he was 
unqucftfonably a Republican in his heart ; but, from 
a variity which may be confidered as natural, he paid 
too much regard to the charafter he had acquired of 
being what the French term un jolt gar^on. Thus, 
though his language was never incompatible with 
the aufterities of the newly-adopted government, yet 
his drefs was, by many, thought highly inconfiftent 
"wiih it; and frequent farcafms were thrown out 
againit him on this fubjeft, by his fellow deputies, 
who made it a point to drefs as much as polFible en 
jfacobin. 

However unpardonable this offence againft the ex- 
terior of republicanifm might appear in the eyes ot 
thofe fhallow-minded reformers, who confov\iE\d \\^ 
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attributes with its cfTence, others at that time confi- 
dered it as z peccadillo only, and fixed upon him as the 
inoft_proper perfon to open a communication with 
foreign powers for obtaining a peace. The Com- ^ 
mittee of Public Welfare accordingly diftinguiflied 
him by the appellation and authority of diplomatic 
member. In this capacity he made various fruitlefs 
eflPorts to treat with two of the ftates combined againft 
the infant Republic ; but fuch were the haughty and . 
overbearing tone and conduct of the Jeague, at thai 
period, that every overture was rejefted with a cH^ 
dain as rafh as it has fince proved puerile. 

When thofe jealoufies became general, which may 
be confidered as the natural concomitants of a Revo* 
]ution like that of France, and they who were ia tbf 
jecret of his defigns, had conceived pro;e£ts which 
they were fure Herault would not join in ; they con- 
verted the means «he had adopted for founding tli^ 
hodile cabinets, and efpecially that of Great Britain^ 
into fufpicions, and charges of compromifing the ho- 
nour of his countfy. 

Another aft, unfupported however by proofs, was 
imputed to- him, which could not fail greatly to in- 
jure his reputation : it was, that he had employed 
more than one agent to veft a confiderable fum in 
the Englifli funds. The circumftances of his fpeak- 
jng our language, and aflTociating greatly with the 
EnglKh in Paris, gave colour to thefe furmifcs. He- 
rault had not only failed in every endeavour at paci- 
fication ; but the war, at this precife time, took a 
peculiarly unfavourable turn : feveral of the ftrong 

^arrifoa 
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garrifon towns fell into the hands of the allies ; and 
thcfe circumftances were, by the enemies of the di- 
plomatic member, attributed to Herault's complai- 
fance, and to the fymptoms of weakncfs which he 
had betrayed in his offers for accommodation. 

In colIi{ions of parties of this kind, the lead popu- 
lar is fure to fall. While Robefpicrre and Coiithon 
were flattering the powerful Jacobins in their hall, 
and the facile people in the t'ribunes of the Conven- 
tion, Herault was inconfiJerately trifling his time in 
the company of a chire amU and her mother, whom he 
.had gGllanily conducted to Paris, on his return from 
Chambcry, whither he had been fent on a commif- 
iion,. and on which expedition he was accompanied' 
\>y the celebrated American Joel Barlow. 

The envious foes of Sechelles had a great advan- 
tage over him, in the people's eyes ; fince, while 
they were feen walking on foot to the club of the 
Jacohim^ or other popular focieties, he was difcover- 
ed in a tete-d-teie with a fair lady, at a fplendid houfe 
in the Boulevards, or peeping through the glafs of a 
gilded chariot.. Thefe were fcenes which, however 
tolerated a (hort time before, could not be looked on 
with compofure by the ftcrn eyes of Republicans, 
efpecially by thofe who confidcred themfelves fuch 
par excellence. Thus the very man who had, a few 
weeks before, prefented the plan of a new conftitu- 
tion to the Convention, and had prefidcd in the Fi'eld 
of Mars on the day appointed for its formal accept- 
ance, was now treated as a fufpefted perfon by his 
colleagues in the government-committee ; infomuch 
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when Barrcre, on the 17th of March, 1794, an- 
nounced to the Convention that Hera ult had been ar- 
Tcfted, it appeared that he had not, for feveral weeks, 
afJilied at its councils. 

Above half a million of people had lately looked 
up to Heraulr, on the elevated altar of Liberty, and 
dcjne homage to him, as perfonifying the new deaio- 
cratic conflitiition : he was now, fad reverfe ! about 
to be ingiorioully facrificed on an ignominious fcaf- 
fold! 

Danton, the famous leader of another party, had 
been taken up the evening before Heiault, by order 
of the fame Committee ; and, as fuch violent fac- 
lions give but little breathing-time to their antago- 
nifts, when the favourable moment arrives for direft- 
ing a blow with efFeft, the accufed wctfc brought to 
trial on the third day ; and, to the furprize of a great 
many, the aEl d'accujation — indidlment — charged 
them with confpiiing together to overturn the Na- 
ti(mal Convention, to re-eftablifh royalty in France, 
and to maffacre the Committee of Public Welfare, 
There are times, when the ipfe dixit of a popular ora- 
tor is fufficient to condemn any obnoxious charadler 
to public odium. The corrupt fervility of the Revo- 
hitionary Tribunal ftudiedand obeyed the will of the 
few in power, who now appeared to have perpe- 
tuated their authority. The judge and jury, there- 
fore, after the moft inconfiftent accufaiion and evi- 
dence, condemed Herault de Sechelles, and the other 
defignated confpirators, to die by the guillotine. This 
the new tyrants called xht fecond weeding of the Re- 
publican 
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publican garden ;• which work, if they had been aU 
lowed to have proceeded in their own way, would 
doubtlefs have ended, in converting it into a defert^ 
for the chace and pleafure of one or two defpots. 

Herault, Danton, Chabot, Phillippeaux, and five 
others, were, on the 5th of April, conveyed in three 
carts to the place of execution ; compelled to wear 
the fcarlet fhirt, the opprobrious badge of treafon. 
They fuiFered in the prefence of an immenfe multi- 
tude ; among whom, many did not fail to exprefs 
their doubts concerning the juftnefs of the fentence, 
and the truth of the charges. 

Herault, who was but thirty years of -fige, pofRntd 
a handfome perfon and pleafing addrcfs. He fpoke 
with confiderable energy when before the Tribunal ; 
and told the people, as be afcended the platform of 
the guillotine, that they wjpuld foon diftinguifti their 
enemies from their friends. It was pretty generally 
believed that a refcue would have been attempted, as 
fome hundreds of the fociety of the Cordfeliers, wo- 
men as well as men, had entered into an Engagement 
to that efFe6^. Robefpierre, however, by means of 
his mouchards^ was apprized of tHe defign, and fruf- 
trated it, by ordering the execution fooner than it was 
expefted to happen. 

When Herault was in danger of being arrcfted by 
a mandate of the tyrant Robefpierre, a friend of hi?, 
M. Thyerry, a foreigner of liberal education, and 
of refpeftable character, offered him a fecure re- 
treat in Switzerland ; and a paflport, m a fifiitlous 

* Spie«. 
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name, from the agent of Bafil refiding at Paris. He-« 
rault thanked him for his kindnefs ; and heroically 
adiled — ** / would gladly accept of your offer , Gtiztftytf 
I could carry my native country with me J* 

Herault de Secheiles was elleemed fo good a 
writer, that he was appointed to compofe> in con- 
jundion with St. Juft, the conditution of 1793. 
That conftitution is, in confequence, very elegantly 
written, and is confidered, by men of letters in 
France, as a pattern of flyle for a code of civil law* 
He was alfo the author of a work upon Declama- 
tion ; and of a pamphlet refpeding the private life 
of the great BufFon. 

DUFRICHE DE VALAZE. 

Charles Eleonora Valaze was borh at AIen9on» 
the chief town jn the department of TOrnc. His 
parents were honeft burgefles, whofe circumftances 
enabled them to give him a liberal education. As 
the paternal eftate was divided among three brothers, 
his (hare was fcarcely fufficient for his fubfiftence; 
he, therefore, entered himfelf at the bar, and for fome 
time exercifed the fundions of a counfel, with ho- 
nour and reputation. 

Although he was confidered as one of the beft law- 
yers in the baillagej and pleaded caufes with a grace 
and eloquence feldpm witnefled in a provincial town, 
he had not many.clients. Either his diftinguifhed 
manners gave him an air of fuperiority, which was 
conftrued fnto afFedaiion ; or, by his well-known 
contempt for pricfls, and averfion to the eftablifhcd 

religion. 
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religion, he had drawn upon himfelf the ill opinion 
of the inhabitants of a country, where every man 
who did not go to mafs, and rehearfe his chapelet^ 
was confidered as an atheift. 

His elder brother^ who was alfo a barrifter, and 
efteemed alinoft as great an orator as himfelf, was, 
on the other hand, much confulted, and had many ' 
clients. He was a)fo a zealous partizan of the RiC^ 
volution ; but the defireof beii^g named himfelf, in- 
duced him to feparate his intereAs from thofe of his 
brother, and thereby prevented the latter from being 
nominated Deputy to the Firft Afferobly, where he 
would, doubtlefs, have quickly diftinguiihed himfelf 
as a fir ft- rate orator. 

In the firft Electoral Meetings, the public mind 
was fo prepoflefled againft Valaze, that although he 
outflione, as a public fpeaker, all the ele£lors of the 
department, he was hifled and hooted whenever he 
opened his mouth. This treatment, however, did 
not difconcert him ; and very frequently, afier having^ 
allowed ample fcope to the derifions or farcafms of 
the crowd, he arofe, and, with admirable fang froid 
and precifion, repeated, verbatim, alt he had fpokeQ* 
before, and refuted every objeftion made againft hini^ 
His eloquence, like that of AlcibiadeSy bore along^ 
■with it the fufFragcs of his enemies themfelves;, 
who, in fpite of their inveterate prejudices, never 
failed to adopt his propofrtionsr 

Valaze was mair£ of a little town, called EfTay^ 
two leagues diftant from Sees, and four from Alen- 
^on. In this capacity he took care that all the de- 

N 6 c\^t^ 



a'jS DUFRICHB DE VALA^E. 

crecs of the National Aflembly fliould be rigoroufly 
executed ; he explained the fame to the peafants ; di- 
redled the pariflies of the canton in their operations ; 
and managed all intereds with fuch addrefs, that he 
prevailed on the curate of the town to take* the oath 
prcfcribed to the priefls ; and on the abbefs, with alt 
the religieufes of her Community, to acknowledge the 
Conflitutional Bifhop, and thereby feparate them- 
felves from the refra£k)ry clergy. Of all the reli- 
gious communities known in Francei under the 
, name of Royal Abbeys, this was, perhaps, the only 
one which facrificed bigotry to reafon, and the necef- 
fity of circumftances : it was, doubtlefs, to the ma- 
nagement of Valaze that we muft afcribe this fpecies 
of anti-fuperditious phenomenon* 

Afrer having difcharged fiicceflively the offices of 
Eleftor, Mayor, and Adnfiniftrator of the diftrid, hi 
was, at length, nominated Deputy to the National 
Convention. It is well known, that he early at- 
tached himfelf to'the Girondift party, then the only 
one truly Republican, and that he boldly avowed his 
principles, and never varied from them. Madame 
Roland, in her Appeal, affures us, that the Girondift 
Deputies fometimes met at the houfc of Valaze, to 
concert meafures to^prevent the ftorm which the ftill 
increafiDg afcendancy of the Deputies of the Moun- 
tain in the Convention portended. 

He had been appointed to draw up a report of 

all the papers found at Versailles, which were to 

fervc as articles of accufation againft Louis XVI. 

The manner in which he acquitted himfelf of this 

> delicate 
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delicate and difficult commiffion, is well remem- 
bered.* 

On the famous 31ft of May, when the decree of 
arreft was carried againft the twenty-two Deputies 
of the Gironde, Valaze could have efcaped, and 
found an afylum in the revolted departments, which 
might have lengthened out his life, and perhaps faved 
it. He was preffingly folicited to take this ftep : he 
obdinately refufed, however ; and rather than fully 
his repi>tation by the lead appearance of fear, be 
chofe to remain at his poft, and furrender himfelf to 
the fatellites of Robefpierre, who fent Briflbt^ and 
his other virtuous colleagues, to the fcafFoId, on the 
31ft of 06!obcr, 1793. 

Valaze heard his fentence of death pronounced 
with fang froidy and without complaining. He had 

s 

• It appears from ** Lc Proces de Marie Antoinette, dc Lor- 
raine— d'Autirfche, Vejive Capet," &c. that Valaze was fum- 
moned as an evidence on the trial of the Queen, but it was ^ 
merely to authenticate certain papers that he had accefs to for- 
merly, as Reporter of the Committee alluded to above : 

<« Charles Eleonora Dufriche Valaze, late deputy of the Na- 
tional Convention, declared upon oath, that he had feen among 
the papers mentioned before, an order, or rather a receipt for 
1 5 or 2o,coo livres, and alfo a letter from the Miniiler, in which 
he befought the King to communicate to Mane Antoinette the 
plans pf the campaign which he had tranfmitted to him. 

** The Quiten denied the flgn^ture j and in refpe^ to her in- 
£ueRce over the King, fo dire^ly alluded to in the Minifter^s 
letter, obferved, that there ijoas a great difference betiveen ad- 
^vijing a meafure, and caufing it to be executed,^"* This muft be 
allowed to have been a ihrewd reply, on the part of the unfortu- 
nate Queen, 
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indeed anticipated it ; for he was provided with a 
poniardy with which he ftruck himfclf in the court 
before his execrable judges, who were covered with 
the blood of this wife and virtuous man. In fine^ 
ht died with all the enthufiafm of a high-fpirited Re- 
publican. 

FABRE d'£GLANT1NE> 

Was bom at Chalons, in Champaigne. He was 
early inftru£ted by the care of his parents, in polite 
literature and natural philofophy. From his youth, 
he felt an invincible inclination to court the mufes ; 
and in the year 1786 he publifhed, in a French pe- 
riodical work) entitled) Les Etrennes du Pamaffe^ a 
little poeni) called Chalons fur Mame \ in which he 
drew a very charming pi£lure of the moral pleafures 
that were to be found in that place, and its neigh- 
bourhood. This piece, however, was then confidered 
as a juvenile compofition, and fell very (horf of pro- 
ducing that degree of celebrity which its author af- 
terwards attained. 

In the years 1789 and 1790, he ufhered into the 
world two well kno>vn comedies: Le Philintey and 
V Intrigue Eptjiolaire. Befides his talents for writing 
comedies, he felt, like Moliere, an inclination to per- 
form parts upon the Aage. He accordingly a&ed in 
his own plays at the theatres' of Lyons and Nifmes. 

In 1792, his acknowledged patriotifm caufed him 
to be chofen a Deputy to the National Convention* 
\n that affembly, during the winter and the fpring of 
Ifae year 17931 his conduct v^as not very commend- 
able. 
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-able. It is generally underftood at Parisi that, in 
conjunaion with, Danton aod Robcfpierre, he con- 
tributed not a little towards efFeding the infamous 
arreft of the Brirtbtines, on the 3 1 ft of May. A few 
days afterwards, he obfcrvcd to a friend, that the do- 
mineering fpirit of the Girondifts, who had engrofled 
all the power and offices ^ of the ftate, had compelled 
him and his colleagues, in order to fliake off their yoke, 
to throw themfelves into the hands of the Sans cullo* 
Urifm He could not help, however, foreboding dan- 
gerous confequences from the proceedings of that 
day ; as the fame mob which had been taught to de- 
fpife the legtflature, might, at the inftigatton of an- 
other fa£lion, overthrow him and his friends, in their 
turn. This prefentiment of Fabre was afterwards 
but too fully verified. 

On the removal of the Girondifts, and the efta- 
bliftiment of the Mountaio party in power, Fabre 
began to a£i a confiderable part. He was appointed 
a member of the Committee of Public Inftrudlion ; 
and in that ftation, in'the month of Auguft, 1793, 
gave his vote for fupprefling all academies and lite- 
rary corporations, which, from -their privileges and 
ariftocratic fpirit, were confidered as unfriendly ttt a 
Republican Government. 

In Odober, i793> he fubmitted to the National 
Convention the plan of the new Calendar, which 
has fince been adopted. The accuracy and regularity 
with which this calander was executed evinced aa 
uncommon degree of knowledge in mathematics and 
natural philofophy^ and refleded on its author ^K«. 
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higheft reputation. It gave birth, however, to a 
pleafant pamphlet, entitkd, Le Legtflaieur a la Mode ; 
which was an endeavour to prove, that the 31ft 
chapter of the Travels of Anacharfis, by the Abb6 
Barthelemy^ where^ the defcription of the ancient 
Greek calendar was introduced, had furniflied the 
leading ideas of the new calendar of Fabre d'Eglan- 
tine. 

la the winter of 1794, the Mountain party had 
fpHt into two divifions, the Jacobins and the Corde* 
Jiers ; or, in othej. words, the Rohefpierrijis and Dan^ 
tonijis. Fabre was of the party of Danton ; and was 
arrcfted and confined, with Danton's other adherents. 
In the prifon of the Luxemburg, in March, 1794. 
From that jail he wrote a number of letters, which 
were afterwards printed : and have been highly ex- 
tolled, as beautiful exhibitions of fenflbility and ta- 
lents in didrefs. After a month's imprifonment, he 
was, with many others, cruelly butchered in the Plac€ 
de la Revolution in the thirty- fifth year of his age. 

ROBESPIERRE. 

The very name of Robefpierre excites a variety of 
diAigreeable fenfations — wonder, rage, horror, and 
revenge, occupy the bofom by turns. Of his<:oua- 
trymcn, fome claim a murdered parent, others theiji^ 
mangled fons and daughters ; the hufband his bleed- 
ing wife ; the wife her decollated hufband. France, 
converted into a charnel-houfe under his adminiftra- 
tion, beheld more than an hundred thoufand of her 
^ children profcribcd, ftarvcd, expatriated, aflaffinated 
■fe> ' and 
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and cut ofF, either wirfi or without the forms of law! 
The Patript and the perfidious Citizen — ^.the Repub- 
lican and the Royalift — the Anarchift and the Lover 
of Order -^all equally experienced his hatred, and , 
periflicd by his deadly enmity. Never did Liberty 
fufFer more than by his hypocritical attachment*: 
never did defpotiTm receive fo much confolation as 
arofe from his cruelties. Tyranny brandifhed her 
whips, and fhook her chains, from Mofcow to Ah- 
giers ; and boaded, with a perfidious triumph, her 
milder empire! 

Maximilian Robefpierre was born in 1759, with- 
in the walls of the city of Arras, the capital of the 
f/-^^i;fl«/ province of Artois. The Royalifts, as if 
fiftion had been neceflary to render his memory 
more deteftable, pretend that he was the nephew of 
that Damiens who aflaflinated Louis XV. It is but 
juftice, on the contrary, to (late, that his family wa» 
both ancient and refpeftable ; for his progenitors had 
occupied fome ef the higher departments of the ma- 
giftracy, and appertained tothatclafs formerly term- 
ed /^ noblejfe de la .rohe. 

His father was an Advocate of great knowledge 
and purity of manners ; but, as ceconomy was not 
among his virtues, his two fons and a daughter in- 
herited nothing from him but his poverty. His un- 
fullied reputaiion. however, proved ferviceable to his 
family ; for a relation undertook the maintenance 
of the female, and the two boys had the good for- 
tune to be proteded, or rather adopted,^ by the Bi- 
(hop of Arras. 
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Maximilian, the elder brother, was accordingly 
educated under the immediate infpedlion of this 
Prelate, who, doubtlefs, indilled excellent principles 
into his mind; but malice, alvsrays a£iive, and al- 
ways uncharitable, has traced to this very fource 
^hat confummate hyprocrify which diflinguiihed his 
pupil through life, and which, it is pretended, he 
could have only acquired under the tuition of a 
prieft ! 

At a proper age, young Robefpierre was fent ta 
the college of Louis le Grand, a famous feminary. 
formerly under the direction of the Jefuits. ^ There 
he didinguifhed himfelf by his afliduity and talentSk 
and bore away the annual prizes from all competU 
tors of his own clafs. 

This — and it muft be allowed to have been a veiy 
honourable one — was the only di(lingui(bing cha* 
raderiftic of his youth ; for it is allowed, that he did 
not devclope even the germ of ihofe paffions which 
influenced his bofom in his more advanced years, and 
rendered him not only the fcourge of his country, 
but of mankind, Pafchal, amidft the filence of his 
prifon, meditated on Euclid ; and Voltaire chalked 
the firft lines of his flenriade on the walls of hfs 
dungeon : but Robefpierre did not. difcover his fu- 
ture deftiny by anticipation ; and it was the opinion 
of the profefTors, that his reputation would never 
extend beyond the walls ^f the college in which ha 
had been educated. 

At the age of feventeen, it was determined that 
he (hould be bred to the bar j and his friends, judg- 
ing 
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ing from his early fuccefsy already imagined that he 
would difpute the palm of eloquence with the firfl: 
lawyers of France. He was accordingly committed 
to the care of a M. Ferrieres, nephew to an Advo- 
cate of the fame name, who had diftioguiflied him- 
fclf by an excellent treatife on Jurifprudence. 

It is aflerted, however, that notwithftanding the 
repeated admonitions of that gentleman, Maximilian 
could never be prevailed upon to pay any degree of 
jittention to his profeiConal - ftudies. Incapable of 
application, difgufted with the flighteft difficulties^ 
he \%fatd to have acquired an antipathy to know- 
ledge, and to have fworn a deadly enmity both to 
learning and learned men ! 

It was at firit determined that he (hould pra£liie 

before the Parliament of Paris, but this fcheme was 

never carried into execution ; for he returned to his 

native province, and was admitted an' Advocate in 

' the Superior Council of Artois. 

We do not find that he didinguifhcd himfelf there 
by his eloquence ; and have every reafon to fuppofe 
that he would never have rifen above mediocrity, 
or been noticed in the crowd of provincial plead- 
ers, had npt an uncommon concurrence of circum- 
ftances elevated him to a fituation in which the eyes 
of all Europe were fixed upon him. He, however, 
made himfelf known as an Author, if not as an Ad- 
vocate ; for he publlflicd two treatifes about this 
time, in one of which he explained the principles of 
EleSricity, and removed the vulgar prejudices that 
prevailed refpedling condu^orsy theercdion of whicli 
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was oppofed by the ignorant, under the pretence that 
they were impious, and better calculated to produce 
deftru£lion than enfure fafety. 

The other ^as on Death, confidered as a punifli- 
^tnent. In this, all the modern governments were 
juftly reproached for the fanguinary laws (till pteva- 
lent in their criminal codes, and dqubts were hinted, 
as to the right claimed by fociety of cutting off the 
life of an individual. 

No fooner had the letters of convocation to the 
States-General been iflued, than Robefpierre deter- 
xnined to become a candidate. He proved fuccefsful 
in his endeavours ; and was, accordingly, nominated 
one of the reprefentatives of his native province. 
He is faid to have drawn up the Cahiers*^ or In- 
ftrudions; by means of which the Elc6lors were 
accuftomed to regulate the condu£l of their deputies. 

In the National AfTembly, he fat and voted with 
the cote gauche, or patriotic fide ; and was fometimes 
confounded with the Orleanijis^ and fometimes with 
the Conjiltutionels. The former wifhed to place 
Philip on the throne of Louis ; the latter were zeal- 
ous for the adoption of the Englifti Conflitution. It 
is no lefs true than fingular, however, that Robe- 



* The following is reported to have been a pafTage in one of 
the Cahiers alluded to*—** Nous nous foumeirons bien fvolontiers a 
Vautorite du Rot pendant pour un an *^ et Ji nous en fommes con* 
tens, nous le contrnuerons/' — We will readily fubmit ourfelves 
to the authority of the King during one yearj and, if we be 
content with his corvdud at the end of that period, we w'll pro- 
txa£l it. 

f^ierre 
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fpierre remained in the greatefl; obfcurity during the 
firQ legiilature; and W2S confidered as a padionate^ 
hot-headed young man 9 whofe chief merit confided 
in his being warmly and (incerely attached to the 
caufe of Liberty *. 

It was he, however, who firft brought the term 
Anftocrat into common ufe. This occurred on 
Thurfday, Nov. 19, 1790; when a deputation from 
a corporation in the Cambrefis^ having complained 
at the bar, of fome abufes, the Deputy from Arras 
afcended the tribune, and exclaimed, that the peti« 
tioners deferved no favour, being themfelvcs (un corps 
arijiocratique) an ariftocrattcal body. The AflTembly 
burd into a fit of iaughtcr on the mention of this 
word ; it, however, foon produced far diiBFerent fen« 
fallens \ 

It was about this time that he became the editor 
of a journal entitled UUnioriy ou Journal de la Ltlerti. 
The Royal ifts, who accufe him of grofs ignorance, 
enumerate, with exultation, the geographical, poli^ 
tical, and even grammatical blunders daily exhibited 
in this newfpaper. It is allowed by every one, that 

^ > I - 1 n ■ ■■ M ■ ■ r !■ L-H 1 ' r ' j i - , , i _i_i 

♦ On tbe a7th of July, 1789, when M. Lally Tolicndal pro- 
pofed a proclamation to re(^rain the exctiTes and violence of the 
people, Roberpierre, who oppofed the meafure, fpoke as follows : 

** What has happened atttr all, in confcquencc of this revolt 
ip Paris ? The public liberty has been achieved — fome little 
blood has been fpili— a few heads have been fti-uck off, but they 
were gu Jty ones! 

. <* Ah ! Sir, it is to this comraofion that the nation is Indebted 
for its freedom, and that we are now Jittiug in this place I" 

• it 



I 
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it was condu£ted Tvith extreme violencei and difplay- 
ed but little tade or genius. Indeed* the exagge« 
rating difpofition of the editor had brought him into 
fbme degree of contempt ; and it was at that time 
cuftomary to remark, with a kind of fatirical eulo- 
gium — que Mirabeau etoit U flambeau de la Provence^ 
is R$befpierre la chandette d' Arras! — that Mirabeau 
was the flambeau of Provence, and Robefpierre the 
candle of Arras ! This much is certain, that he 
never was eleded into any of the Committees, or 
honoured with the Prefident's chair in the Firft 
AiTembly. 

To the Society of the Jacobins, Robefpierre is in« 
debted for all his celebrity, and all his power. He 
became their chief ; and it was the members of this 
body who firft propagated the idea, " that the Af- 
fembly had ruine'd France, and Robefpierre could 
alone faveit!" 

It is but candid here to confefs, that the early part 
of his condudl in the Legiflative Body was pure and 
ujjfpotted ; that Jhe ftcdfaftly oppofed the interefted 
revifion of the conftitution, and withttood every 
temptation ariGng from the corruption fo prodigally 
adminiftered by the court. Alas! this very circum- 
ftance, in the end, rendered him more dangerous to 
Liberty, and the furname of Inccrniptibhy enabled 
him to facrifice all his real or fuppofed enemies to 
his vengeance. 

Robefpierre did not refufe to fill fubordinate offi- 
tes, as has been afferted : he, however, did not re- 
tain them any cowfiderable time. He was firft no- 
minated 
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minated Prefident of the Tribunal of the diftriS of 
Verfailles ; and was confequently empowered to de*- 
cide both in civil and criminal affairs, as the juries' 
had not been then organized. Having refigned this 
employment, he next obtained that of Accufateur 
Public to the Criminal Tribunal of the department 
of Paris, whicn he alfo held but for a {hort period. 
T s condu6l in the exercife of thefe funftions (lands 
unimpeached ; no one inftance of cruelty or injuftice 
has been adduced by the bitterefl: of his enemies ; 
and had the court but proved faithful to that confti- 
tution, from which it could not recede without th^ 
fouleft perjury, Robefpierre would never have been 
elevated to the DiSatorfliip ! 

It Was during the National Convention, that this 
man attained the fummit of his ambition. In the 
firft Legiflature, he joined the patriots ; in the fc- 
cond, he declared for the Republicans : in both his 
party proved finally vi6lorious. It was in the third, 
that he himfelf was doomed to triumph, not only 
over his rivals, but his country. 

T\\Q Commune oiVzxxSj the Jacobin Society, and 
even the Aflembly itCslf, were filled with his crea- 
tures, and became obedient to his commands. In 
fliort, the nation looked up to him as to a faviour. 

No fooner, however, had he attained the gid^y 
eminence of power, than his nature feeras to have 
experienced a total change ; aiul Robefpierre, like 
many others, here affords a memorable inftance of 
the effeds of fudden elevation in debafing the hu- 
man mind^ by making it ferocious. Rendered cruel 
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by habit and fufplcionj both Royalills and Republi- 
cans equally experienced his vengeance ; a number 
of the firft, were cruelly butchered in prifon ; and of 
the latter, Briflbt, Vergniaux, Genfonne, Valaze. 
&c. &c. fell by the guillotine ; while the E<-Mirii- 
ftcr Roland, and the celebrated Ex-Secretary Con- 
dorcet, were reduced to the melancholy neceflity of 
putting themfelves to death. In the Glrondijis perifli- 
ed nearly all that was great and amiable in France. 
In Madame Roland fell the iird female genius of her 
age ; in the perfon of her hulband, virtue itfelf was 
outraged ; while, in the executions of Condorcet, 
Lavoifier, and Bailly, fcience received a mortal and 
irrecoverable flab. 

The profcriptions of Sylla and Marius were once 
more renewed in the moft poliftied country of mo- 
dern Europe, and in an age, too, boaftful of its flu- 
died refinements. SufpeSfed perfonsy or, jn other 
words, every one either dreaded or hated by thofe in 
power, were arretted : damiciUary vijus awakened the 
fleeping viftims of perfecuiion to mifery and de- 
ft rufl ion ; while E evolutionary Tribunals condemned 
them infcores, unpitied and even unheard. The laws 
were no longer maintained ; the idea of a conftiiu- 
tion became intolerable ; all power was concentrated, 
as among the eaftern nations ; the government de- 
generated into a Turkilh Divan: it was the Com- 
viittee of Public Safety that regulated every thing, that 
abfolved or tried, that fpoiled or enriched, that mur- 
dered or faved , and this Committee was entirely re- 

* gulated 
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gulaled by the will of Robefpierrei who governed it 
by means of his creatures, St. Juft and Couihon. 

He referved for himfelf, howeverj the immediate 
fuperintendence of the Revolutionary Tribunals ; and 
was acctidomed at night to mark down the vidims 
who were to perifli before the fetting of the mor- 
row's fun. . . 

The execution of four or five a-day did not fati- 
ate his vengeance ; the murder of thirty or forty wai 
demanded, and obtained : the (Ireets became.dehiged 
with blood: canals were neceflary to convey it to 
the Seine ; and experiments were a^ually made at 
the Bicetre with an inArun^nt for cutting off half a 
fcore heads at a (ingle motion ! 

At length, the tyrant began to be dreaded even, by 
his own accomplices ; and all parties feem to have 
cordially united in the deftruSion of a man, during 
whofe life they themfelves were expofed to the moft 
imminent dangers. A circumftance, fimilar to what 
occurred to a famous defpot of antiquity*, is faid to 
have accelerated his fate ; for the Committee of Pub*^ 
lie Safety, having found a long roll of profcriptions 
on one of his creatures, who had been arretted by 
miftake, they are reported to have difcovered their 
own names infcribed in the bloody regifter. 

The ftorm firft burft in the Convention. Billaud, 
Panis, Freron, Cambon, Tallien, and Vadier, ac* 
cufed him of his crimes to his face; Barrere and 
Collet overwhelmed him with reproaches; and ih^ 

* The Emperor Domkian. 

Vol. I. O u\>^ftvc^ 
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abaflied traitor himfelf is faid to have called out for 
death *. 

While the Legiflature were exercifihg a grand 
t£l of' national juftice, the Municipality founded 
the tocjifif and many members of the Jacobin Club 
marched to the fuccour of their chief. By lurns a 
prifoner and a leader, vanquifhed and triumphant, 
he was at length fcized in an apartment of the town- 
houfe, and pierced with wounds. 

On the morning of the loth Thermidor (July 28, 
1794^} he was led to execution, amidfl the execra- 
tions of the people, with one eye hanging out of the 
focket, and his lower jaw attached to the upper by 
means of a handkerchief. It had been feparated by 
a mufket ball. 

Thus periflied Maximilfctn Robefpierre, in the 
thirty-fifih year of his age. His charafter does not 
poflefs the lead refemblance to any of the illuftrious 
ruffians of antiquity, who have been rendered me- 
morable either by their crimes or their exploits. 
Sylla and Marius, bred up to arms, and inured to 
warfare, were both brave to excefs. Julius, before 
he crolTed the Rubicon, and became the tyrant of his 
country, had difplayed uncommon perfonal courage 
on many occafions. Even the luxurious Anthony, 
and the vile Auguftus — the latter of whom it has 
been too long the faftiion to jraife — were at times 
capable of exhibiting inftances of intrepidity. Ca- 
taline, in the very hour of his death, was terrible ; 

• <* £/; bien! donnez fm, donn<z moi la mortr^ 

for 
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for his mutilated corpfe was furrounded by heaps 
that had perifli^d by his own hand. But Robcfpierre* 
was a bafe coward, who on all occafions was folicit*' 
ous for his own fafety, and trembled like a woman at 
the very idea of danger. He was bold only in words 
andgeduresi — ** Ignaviffimusquifque^ et ut ra docuit^ 
inpericulo mn aufuruSf nimii verbis^ lingua f ernes *^ 

On the loth of Auguft, he hid himfelf asufualt* 
and only came out of his lurking hole to claim the 
triumphs of that memorable day. Even on the ift| 
2d, and 3d of September, he is faid to have been 
concealed, until he could fafely reap all the advan* 
tages of the: barbarous murders committed by his 
partifans. It was then he made his appearance, it- 
was then he realifed the horrid pi(5lure of Cicero: — 
'* Vultus ipjius pknus furoris^ oculi fceleris^ fermo tfr- 
rogofitia*^ 

The perfon of Robcfpierre was below the middle' 
fize ; the terffperament of his body was nervous and 
irritable ; and <ie tiad fomething hideous in his afpefl, 
which was gteatly increafed by means of a pair of 
green fpeSacles. This acquired him the appella- 
tion of the Dragon : that of the BqfiUJk would, per- 
haps, have been more appropriate. 

He afteded to be called a Sans-Culotte ; but hif 
clothes were always chofen with tafte ; and his hair 
was conftantly drefled and powdered, with a preci- 
fion that bordered on foppery. He was but an in- 
different orator ; for his perfon, voice, and provin- 
cial accent, militated againft the grand charader- 
iitics of eloquence. He was generally deficiecit ^U 
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fo in point of compofition ; his fpeech on the trial 
of Louis XVI. is, however, an exception. That on 
the recognition of the Supreme Being, is faid to have 
been written by a member of one of the ci-devant. 
Academies. 

It was the idea of his virtue, and confidence in 
his principles, that procured him the unbounded 
ilfteeip of a corrupt age. Until intoxicated with 
power, his conduct and morals mud be allowed to 
have been unimpeachable. While a private man^- 
he exhibited virtues that feemed to render him 
Worthy of command.; and it was not until he was 
veiled with:rupremeautbori,ty, that, Yikfi \\it deified 
Casfars of ancient times,, he threw off the charader- 
of humanity, and became a demon. He was nevei^ 
a Republican ; for the idea of a Commonwealth, 
like that of a limited monarchy, fuppofes a reflraint 
on governors, as well as on the governed ; and, if 
we are to believe an illuftrious woman '^, bafely" 
murdered by him, he was accuflomed to fneer on 
the meiition of the term, and a(k what it meant ? t 

DE LA TOUCHE, 

Was the fon of a counfellor in the parliament of 
B/ittany, one of thofc municipal jurifdiftions that 

: * Madame Roland. See her '* Appeal to Impartial Poftcrity," 
wh I. page 58. 

f The younger brother of Robefpierre, inftead of wlftiing to 
avoid his fate, offered himfelf as a facrifice. Like the tyrant, 
he had fat in the Convention, like him he had pofTtfTtd un- 
bounded authority, during his pro-confulfhip ir/ the fbutb, and 
he peiifhed along with: him on the iUme day* ^ i 

for 
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for a long time inefFeftiiallj oppofed the inroads of 
Defpotifm. Hehimfelfhad received an excellent 
education^ which qualified him to be a man of let- 
ters ; or, in other words, enabled him to cultivare 
his tafte, and increafe his fenfibility ; in fliort, af- 
forded him the means of juft keeping himfelf from 
ftarving 1 

Prom the perfecutions of M. de Vergennes, thfe 
■French Mini Her for Foreign Affairs, whom he was 
accuftomed to term le houte de V Europe^ M. de la 
Touche found it necefFary to repair to England. — 
•Like feveral of his countrymen, he procured bread 
-in' this capital by meanf? of the Courier dt VEurofty 
■a French paper at that time In high reputatien, and 
•which loft none of its celtbrity while linder his ma- 
nagement? At length, on Demorande's becoming 
■editor, he ftarted another journal, under the name of 
the Courier de Londre^^ a title which the former has 
fince afliimed ; but it fo happened, that there either 
were not readers fufBcient to fuppo^t two -French 
newfpapers,' or the former was too firmly eftablifli- 
ed to be cafily overfet. 

Failing in this proje£l, he repaired to Holland; 
and lived for foaie time under the immediale pro- 
tedlion, and we believe in the family, of Sir Jofeph 
Yorke, afterwards Lord Dover, who remained fij:nj- 
ly attached to him until his death. 

Having returned to England, in confequence of 
the diftnrbances that had occurred in the States- Gs- 
peral, he foon after learned with rapture that a Re- 
volution had taken. place in his native country. Be- 
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ing very eloquent, he was accuAomed to harrangpe 
an audience of foreigners, at the Orange Coffee-* 
houfe; and he, had many battles with the Italians 
there, whom he always termed hajiard Romans. 

At length, Mr. Dundas tranfmitted an order, to 
him to quit the kingdom in fourteen days. He 
obeyed ; and after taking leave of all his friends, re* 
paired to Dover, and thence pafled over to Calais. 
There he addreflfed himfelf to the municipality ; and, 
being at once an energetic and able man, found 
xneans to inhered fome of the members of the legif- 
]ature, then on miflion, in his behalf. Accordingly, 
* on his repairing to Paris, he was taken great notice 
of, and is at this moment a juge de paix ; iji which 
capacity, with an lye in his magiflerial ftaff, as an 
emblem of penetration, he daily .adminiftersjuftice^ 

M. de la Touche is well known in London. He 
is rather fat, and of the middle fize \ his hair is grey, 
his complexion frefh and ruddy ; he fpe^ks gpod 
French with great fluency, was formerly accuftomed 
to drefs conflantly in black, and geniculates much 
during his converfation, and with confiderable ele- 
gance and effe£t« 

MIRABEAU, JUN. « 

Was the brother of the celebrated *orator of the- 
fame name, and the favourite fon of the famous Mi- 

• Epigram on the elder Mirabeau, 

Un Frai 9018 amateur du beau, 
.Difoit hicr a Mirabeau, 
Tous VO& decrets font incroyables, 
Vos orateut s inconcevables 
£t vos aflignatf iBpayabiei. 

rabetu^ 
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rabeau, the author of the treatife VAmi des Hommes, 
of whom the French ladies were accuftomed. after 
his quarrel with his countefs, to fay^ that he could 
not pretend to be Fami {lesfemmes. 

The younger, commonly called Le Vicomte de Mi- 
rabeau, was the darling of his father, who, in his 
will, exhibited a partiality to him, that bordered on 
injuftice : jhe confeq^uence was ajaw-fuit, and a 
deadly enmity between the two children. 

A fimilar contention took place relative to their 
politics: the one was the advocate of the people; 
the other of the king. The elder Mirabeau, at the 
commencement of his political career. Teemed fitted 
for Rome and Athens in their beft.days ; the young* 
er, had he been a Greek by birth, would have left a 
country ia which all were free^ to become the fa- 
trap of a Perdan court, where all but a privileged 
clafs are ilaves. 

They were both men of ftrong paffions. The one 
gave vent to his fiery temperament in the dilirium 
of play, and a boundlefs attachment to the fair fex ; 
the other, termed tonneauy a nick-name he had ob- 
tained from the refemblance of his body to a cajk 
— (it was generally filled with the contents of 
one) — had recourfe to the charms of the bott4e, 
a vice always deemed difgraceful in France, and 
yrhich indeed ought to be fcouted in every civilized 
ftate. 

While one brother was preparing the way for a 
commonwealth in his native country, the other was 

O 4 fuftaining 
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fuftaining the declining caufe of *monarchy in Ger- 
many, at the head of a body of emigrants, 'termed 
L^s Chaffeurs de Mirabeau. When he once got inta 
a tavern, he never left it until either the wine or his 
own credit was exhaufted. This, joined to his cor* 
pulent habit, foon put an end to his exiftence ; and 
his countrymen, as ufual, made his death a fiibjeCl of 
merriment, as may be feen from the following 

" Epitaph de Riqueitl^-^MiraheavL — ITonneau. 

** Ci-git Mirabeau la Futaillej 

*' Sancho Pan^a des e.ntgres j 

« Ce heros d'tftoc & de taille 

'< Fit maint exploits tous Celebris 

'< Par ia nobleiTe & la pretrailie. 

*' Helas ! ce rude champion, * ' 

" La furvcille d'nne bataille, 

** Frappe d*une indigeftion, 

•• Giffant le long d'une muraillei 

*' A la porte d'une cabaret^ 

" II rendit fon dernier hoquet." 



* BOUFFEE D'AriSTOCRATIE. 

** Aux pieds de ce monuinent 
*' Ou le bon Hen« i refplre 
** Certain confcdcre Normand 
•' S'arrete, conterople & foupirc. 

*' Pris de cet ebleme fi cher 

<< Arrive Mirabeau— cravate; 

*< Impatient de s'epancher 

*« Avec le loyal democrat e, 

<' Vois, lui dit-il, brave etranger, 

*•' Vois comme iJ nous regaide — 

*' Ah ! s'il pQuvoit marcher." 
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The Vifcount was allowed, €ven by his eYiethies^ 
to have been a bfave man, a qualification which even 
the friends of the orator could n6t always boaA of in 
refpedl to him. Happening to be wounded in a dueli 
Mirabeau Tonneau received a vifit of condolence 
from the patriot, and on his being about to depart^ 
fatirically obferved to the latter, " ^Brother, I am 
afraid you will never permit me to return the com- 
pliment." 

COUTHON. 

By viewing the conduct of this man in the latter 
part of his life only, it might eafily be conceived that 
he was as cruel by nature as Sylla. This, however, 
was not the cafe ; for, till he had been corrupted by 
evil communication, he was admired for the amia- 
blenefs of his manners. 

His countenance, which was animated, djenoied 
great JTufceptibiliiy ; and, at the fame time, exhibit- 
ed figns of unufual be'nignity. 

He enlifted under Robefpicrre, as Lucius Cornc-f 
lius did under Marius ; and in corifeqiience of the 
inftruftions of that able mafter, was qualifying apacjc 
to pat as many of his feUow-creatures tp death, by 
the defpotifm of the law, as th6fe fajiguinary gene-r 
rals had done by the edge of the Jword, He pre- 
ferved, however, during the firft part of his pollt.ic^V 
career, his reputation for the gentlenefs of his difpo- 

. * ** Mm frhrk je *vpus remirciade 'vutvi .'ui/W'.^-^li^ ^fiJ'^^H 
grat'itue—car.'VDUs ne mi mettrefc ja,niiii da^ k cas- de ^vous en 

• , O 5 ^\UQW> 

1 
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fition, and for the equity of his fentimcnts, info- 
much that he was perfuaded to aflume the prenomen 
of AriftidiSf which t fentiment of vanity only could 
have prevailed upon him to do. He lacked, how<» 
ever, the generoGty of the Athenian vrhofe name he 
had borrowed, for he could not forgive even a fuppof- 
ed enemy i but, like him, he appeared to difregard 
riches, as, after his execution, it was found that he 
had not left money fufficient behind him, to convey 
his wife and child to the place of her original re- 
iidence ! 

Gboilgb Couthon, — Was a native of Ofary^ 
in the department of Puy de Dimet for which he 
was elefled a reprefentative to the Convention. 
The firft time he diftinguifhed himfelf there, was 
during the proceedings againfl: the twenty-one de- 
puties, on whom his inveSives fell with conOderable 
weight. 

He was the more attended to on this occafion by 
the aflembly, from the circumft^nce of his being 
allowed to fpeak on his feat, being a cripple from 
his infancy. When, therefore, he wiflied to deliver 
an opinion, a member neat him always addrefled the 
prefident, faying, " Couthon defires to be heard ;*' 
and he was perhaps the only member who never ex- 
perienced any interruption. 

The flattering approbation beftowed upon him by 
the .minority, on account of the reproaches beftowed 
on the Girondifts, marked him out to Robefpierre as 
i fit perfon to iiitereft \n bis defignsi which were to 

dellroy 
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deflroy all thofe men whofe exidence he conceive^ 
menaced his own. From the dupe^ Couthon, in a. 
fliort time, became the abfolute creature of Robe- 
fpierre : fo that when the latter had any daring or 
odious meafure to propofe to the legillature, the for-- 
mcr was thought the fitted perfon to communicate it. 

The French Revohition has "never ceafed to pro- 
duce flriking events ; but it appears unaccountable^ 
that the fame Convention which ftood the mod for* 
midable (hocks and dangers, as it were, unmoved^ 
{liould become for a moment fo tame and fubmif- 
five, as to allow a committee^ created entirely by 
themfelves, to propofe and obtain their fandion 
to a decree for accnfing any of its members, and 
hurrying them to the tribunal, without the ufuaL 
forms of impeachment ; not to mention another de- 
cree, dill more abominable, that of denying to im^ 
putedconfpirators the benefit of counfel on their trials^ 

When the commltl^ee proceeded to thefe meafures^ 
every thinking man concluded the crifis of the revo- 
lutionary fever was approaching rapidly. By the 
manner in which the tyrants proceeded, it was im- 
poflible that any obnoxious perfon marked down for 
dedru£\ion, could efcape, fince the tribunal was for- 
bidden to fet any one at liberty, though acquitted by 
thejury^ until a report was made to the committee^ 
and its approbation obtained for the prifoner's en- 
largement. 

The eighth of Thermidor decided the fate of the 

ufurpers, and, it may be added, of the liberties of 

France ; fince, had any one of them poirefTed the 

O 6 covux^^ 
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courage and prcfcnce of mind of a Cromwell, he 
might have triumphed over ihe Convention, anl at- 
tained fupreme power. 

Couthon was almoft immediately refcucd from the 
Luxembourg prifon, to which he had been com- 
mitted ; for it was impoffible that his imprifonment 
could be concealed, fmce the diftorted condition of 
his frame made it neceflary to carry him from place 
to place in men's arms. 

During the decifive ftruggle, the imbecility of 
Couthon's mind appeared as confpicuous as that of 
his body. He was feized in a clofet, in the Maifon 
de Ville^ drowned in tears, with a knife in his hand, 
an inflrument which he had not courage to make ufe 
pf. The horror of his execution was increafed by 
the difficulty of attaching him to the moving plank 
of the guillotine. The executioner was compelled^ 
at laft, to lay him on his fide, to receive the ftroke of 
the axe; fuch was the frightful contraftion of his 
lower limbs. This (hocking ceremony took up twice 
the lime occupied in difpatching the other feven fuf- 
ferers ! 

CHAMFORT. 

If a want of the advantages of birth predifpofc us 
to favour a government which levels all family dif- 
tinftions, no man could be born a republican more 
truly than Cham fort. He was the fruit of illicit 
love, and, as it (houldfeem, of promifcuous amours ; 
for he never knew his father — a circumftance which 
in no degree diminilhed his afFedion for his other 

parent. 
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parent, tofupply whofc wants he often denied him^ 
AJf the ncceflaries of life. 

He was taken at a very early age into the College 
des Grajfinsy at Paris, in quality of Burfar^ and was 
known there by his Chriftian name of Nicolas. No- 
thing, during the two firft years, announced extraor- 
dinary talents ; but in the third, out of five prizes 
that were diftributed annually, he bore away four, 
failing in Latin veffes alone. The next year his 
fuccefs was complete ; and he made a remark upon 
the occafion, which difcovered good tafte, a fuperior 
mind, and the opinion he entertained of the judges : 
" I loft the prize laft year," faid he, " becaufe I imi- 
tated Virgil ; this year I obtained it, becaufe I took 
Buchanan, Sarbievius, and other moderns, for my 
guide." 

In Greek he made a rapid progrefs ; buf his petu- 
lence, his wit, and his waggifh tricks, threw theclafs 
into fo much diforder, that he was expelled from it 
by M. Lebeau, the profeflbr of that language ; and 
not long after left the college altogether. Thrown 
upon the wide world, without friends or any means 
of fupport, he was foon reduced to the loweft pitch 
of poverty. He bore his misfortunes, however, with 
philbfophic patience, and cheered himfelf with the 
moft flattering hopes : " I am a poor devil now," 
faid he to Sells, another man of letters ; " but da 
you know what will happen ? I (hall obtain a prize 
from the academy, my play will fucceed, I fhall be 
courted by the world, and well received by the great, 

* A kuid of inferior uflier, with a I'mall ftipend. 
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whom I Jefpife : they will make my fortune for me> 
aind I (hall afterward live like a philofopher." 

The firft part of his predidion was foon verified. 
He obtained a prize, and fent a copy of his produc- 
tion to the very M. Lebeau who had expelled bim 
from the Greek clafs, accompanied by the following 
note : ^' Chamfort fends the work that has obtained 
the fuffrages of the Academy to his old and refpeA- 
able mader ; and, at the end of nine years,, begs his 
pardon for Nicolas.'* M. Lebeau made anfwer, ** I 
always loved Nicolas ^ I admire Chamfort.** A few 
days after they met, and the mafter and the pupil 
embraced each other with tears. * 

Nor was he deceived by his prefentiment of his 
future fortune. By the cares and intereA of his 
friends, it gradually fwelled to eight or nine thoufand 
livres a year ; but the greateft'part of it conOfted of 
penfions, and the whirlwind of the revolution fwept 
them away. The day after they were fuppreffed, he 
went to fee his feUow-academiciaa^ Marmontel, and 
found him lamenting the lofs that his children would 
fuffer by the fame decree. Chamfort took one o( 
them upon his knees: ^' Come here, my little felr« 
low," faid he^ " you will be a bettei man than eithec 
of us^ Some day or other you will weep, over yout 
- father, on hearing that he had the weaknefs to weep, 
over you, becaufe he feared that you might not be fa 
rich as himfelf." 

That meteor thatrofe in the French Revolution^ 

, ru(hed through the political fyftem like a comet^ and 

dtfappcared iu the midft of the long furprife and un- 

cafy 
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eafy admiration it excited — Mirabeau, in fliort^ was 
the friend of Chamfort^ and often borrowed his pen« 
The mod eloquent paflages in the Letters, on the Or- 
der of Cincinnaius belong to the latter. . He was, in- 
deed, his counfel upon all occafions ; and when Mi- 
rabeau went to pafs an hour with him, as was his 
cuftom in the morning, he ufed to call it going to 
rub the mod ele£trical head he had ever met with. 

The light emitted by this eleftrical head could not 
fail to ihine in oppofltion to the blading rays of the 
mock fun of liberty — of the felon Robefpierre — to 
whom talents and virtue were alike obnoxious. 

It was difficult, however, to lay hold on Chami- 
fort. Frank, upright, decided, and independent of 
all parties, he had (leered a d^adv courCe through 
the revolutionary dorm ; openly profeflihg an equal 
hatred of prieds and nobles, and of Marat and the reft 
of the men of blood. At the fame lime that he was 
the author of the faying, " Guerre aux chateaux, pai^ 
(lUx chaumieres"* he explained, by the appellation of 
t\\t fraternity of Cain and Mely the compulfive fydem 
of fraternization, devifed by the Jacobin Club. 

At length, however, an obfcure informer was 
found to denounce him, and Chamfort was carried 
to the Madelonnettes. Unable to obtain there tha 
attentions, and the occafional folitude that fome ha- 
bitual infirmities imperioufly required, he conceived 
fo profound a horror of imprifonmcnt, that when he 
was fuffered to return, a few days after, to hi$ apart- 
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* War to tli« palacC} peace to the cottage* 
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ments, under the cuftody of a guard, he fwore he 
would rather die than be immured anew. 

In a little more than a month, the gendarme told 
him he had oiders to carry him back to a houfe of 
confinement. Chamfort retired to a clofet, undei^ 
the pretence of making his preparations; fired a piftol 
at his head ; fliattered the bones of his nofe ; and 
drove in his right eye. Aftoniftied at finding himfelf 
alive, and refolved to die, he took up a razor, tried 
to cut his throat, and mangled the flefli m the mod 
dreadful manner. The weaknefs of his hand made 
no change in the refolution of his mind : he attempted 
feveral times, in vain, to reach his heart with the 
fame inftrument ; and finding himfelf begin to faint, 
made a laft effort to open the veins at his knees. At 
length, overcome by pain, he uttered a loud cry, and 
fell almoft lifelefs into a chair. 

The door was broken open, and furgeons and civil 
officers foon repaired to the fpot. V/hile the former 
were preparing dreflings for fo many wounds, Cham- 
fort didatcd to the latter the following truly Roman 
declaration : " I, Sebaftian Roch Nicholas Cham- 
fort, declare it was my intention to die a freeman, 
rather than to be carried back, like a flave, to a hbufe 
of confinement. I declare, moreover, that if violence 
be ufed to carry nie thither in the flate I am in, I 
have ftill ftrengih enough to finifh what I have 
begun." 

An hour or two after, he became perfedly calm^ 
a,nd refumed his ufual ironical manner. " See what 
it is," faid he, «' to want dexterity ; an iuk ward man 

cannot 
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cannot even kill himfelf." He then went on to relate 
how he had perforated his eye, and the lower part of 
his forehead, inftead of blowing out his brains ; /cored 
his throat, inftead of cutting it ; and fcartfied his 
breaft, without reaching his heart. " At laft," added 
he, " I recolledted Seneca ; and in honour of Se- 
neca, I refolvcd to open my veins ; but Seneca was 
a rich man ; he had a warm bath, and every thing to 
his wiQi : I am a poor miferable devil, and have 
none of the fame advantages ; I have hurt myfelf 
horribly, and here I am ftill.** 

Not one of the multitude of woupds he had mad« 
was mortal. Strange as it may appear, they were 
even attended by beneficial confequences. By giv- 
ing vent to an internal humour that had long preyed 
upon his conllitution, they reftored htm to a ftate of 
health he had been a flranger to for years ; and Cham- 
fort might now have been alive, if, when his wounds 
were clofed, the furgeons had given iflue to that hu-^ 
mour by other nrieans. But they neglefled the pre- 
caution, and this amiable and courageous chara^er 
was foon after feized with a mortal difeafe. 

COLLOT d'HERBGIS, 

A comedian on the ftage, a tragedian in power. - 
This fame Collot^ as he was familiarly called by the 
Parifians, is afluredly one of the mod extraordinary 
men the prefent age has witnefled. ,After throwing off 
th^focky and taking his leave of two or three excel- 
lent theatrical pieces, in which he himfelf had aded, 
he repaired to Paris ; and being poirefled of a good 
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figure, a ftrong voice, great energy, wonderful in- 
trepidity, and uncommon addrefs, he fpeedily be* 
came one of the oraches of the Jacobin Ciub. 

From this fociety he obtained t,he prize for the 
befl Manuel of Liberty, by his " Almanac du Pere 
Gerard r* 

It was the fafhion, at one time, to idolize Lafa- 
yette, and call him (U fere) the father of the revolu- 
tion; but Collot, who affirmed he^had been intrigu- 
ing with the queen, out of mere enmity to M. d'E- 
galite, contrived to get him called M [fief -father \ 
(U beau-f^re) and this was no trifling achievement m 
the time of civil contention y for, at Paris, and evea 
io London, much is done by means of zfobriquet^ or 
'nick- name. 

On the firft day of the meeting of the Convention, 
be was the member who moved for the abolition of 
Royalty ; which motion was feconded by Gregoire, 
and carried by acclamation. On the trial of the 
King, he was perched on the v^ry Jummit of the Maun'- 
tuiriy being placed next to Robefpierre. During the 
conteft between the two parties, it was be who de- 
nounced and profcribed the Girondifts. When the 
crimes of Robefpierre had attained thtit full growth 
of enormity, it was Collot, who, on the gth of Ther- 

* This happened on the 23d of 0£lobcr, 1791. The judges 
who decided on the meriis of the lefpeflive candidates were Gie- 
goire, Condorcet, Polverel, Claviene, Lanfhenas, and Dulaulx. 
The report was made by Dufaulx, after wh'ch Collot was em- 
braced by the prefident, who at the fame time crovriied hint with 
a wreath of JaurtU 

m!dor» 



COLLOT d'hERB )IS. 307 

midor, as prefident of the Convention, joined Bar- 
rere in impeaching and punilhing him ! 

Collot d'Herbois >yas the mod a£iive member of 
the famous Committee of Public Safety. Such was 
the excefs of his zeal in what he conceived to be the 
fervice of his country, that he was known to pafs 
fifteen days and nights fucceflively, at the office of 
the Committee, without leaving it even for the pur- 
pofes of fleep and refrefhrnent. His dinner fre- 
quently confided only of a fiice of bread and butter. 
He was the mod vehement of the Jacobin party, and 
the mod bloody of the Terrorids. His condud, on 
numerous occafionsyjudly procured him the epithet 
of Tiger-Collot. From bis firing upon the Royalids . • 
at Lyons, with grape^ihot from cannon, he was alfo 
called k mitrailieur. 

. ^n coofequence of unflieathing the fword of the 
exterminating angel at Lyons, he experienced a kind 
of modern ojiracijm ; but, indead of a puniflinxent, 
it was a triumph, for he had not been a week at Ca- 
yenne, before he was a£tualiy faid to have poflefled a 
greater (hare of authority in the Settlement than the 
governor himfelf. He has even been lately dep- 
nounced by one of the colonial deputies, as U rot de 
Cayenne^ but no attention whatever was p^d to the 
obfervation. 

After appearing in fuch a variety of different cha-^ 
raders, this Angular man, whatever may be his final 
catadrophe, has infured to himfelf a niche in the 
Temple of Hidory ; and, if ever his atrocious maf- 
facres in the fouth be forgotten, his memory will^ 
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perhaps, be honoured, and even revered ; for he muft 
be allowed to have been one of the founders of the 
French Republic, and alfo one of its mod firenuous 
fupporters. He has feveral times been reported to 
have been dead,* but we believe this rumour has no 
foundation in truth. He is about fifty years of age. 

0£N£RAL MARCEJVU« 

Among the innumerable calamities incident to 
warfare, one, and that too not the leaft lamentable, 
is the premature death of many of thofe illuftrious 
men who fmooth the rugged furface of a (late, deem- 
ed, by philofophers, little better than iegaliTUtlmur* 
^er\ and, in fome mieafure, recompei^Ce human na- 
ture for the multiplied miferles to which* (he is un- 
naturally fubjeded. The prefent conteft exhibits 
numerous inftances of this kind, in the armies of all 
the belligerent powers ; and in none mote particu- 
larly than in the perfon of him who* is the fubje<^ of 
this memoir. 
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* The following article appeared in one of the Paris newfpa- 
pcrs, on 06lobtr 7th, 1796 : 

" The infamous Collot crHerbois has at length terminated 
his execrable career at Cayenne. He was carried off by a vio- 
lent illnefs, whtch generally attacks thofe who do not feel the 
lealt indifpofition on their firit arrival in that climate, ahd againft 
which no ieriiedy has as yet been difcovered. 

** A few days before his death, he made another attempt to 
poffefs himfelf of the authority ot a Diftator at Cayenne, and to 
ftir up an infurre^lion among the negroes j but his projefls hay- 
ing failed offuccefs, he was thrown into a dungeon, and there 
p:w/hed." 

General 
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General Marceau was born in 17691 and was 
confequently but twenty years old at the commence- 
ment, of the Revolution. In common with almoft 
every Frenchman not oi the privileged orders^ and, to 
their honour be it fpok^Hi of many alfo born within 
the pale of nobility^ he felt that his country was en- 
flaved, and rejoiced at the profpefl of beholding the 
liberties of his nation vindicated.* 

On the impolitic intervention of the Emperpr 
Leopold, Marceau burned to revenge what he deem* 
ed the infult offered to the independence of France^ 
He accordingly entered into the army, and made his 
firft campaign in Brabant : Mirabeau repented until 
the lad moment of his exigence, that he had drawn 
his maiden-fword againfl: the free-born Corficans ; 
while this young wafripr, on.^he othex hand^ and all 
the patriots of that day, gloried in the profpedt of ref- 
cuing the Flemings from what they were pleafedlo 
term the iron yoke of Aufiria. 

After fighting under a conjiiiutional King^ a new 
epoch occurred in the hiftory of France and of Eu- 
rope, and the army which had acquired nothing but 
difgrace under a feeble and wavering reprefentative 
of monarchy, in the perfon of I<rOuis XVI. follow- 
ing the meniorable example of the camp at Maulde> 
readily fwore obedience to the common wealth.— 

The youthful hero perceived that the happinefs, at 

_ ' .■.■■,..-. 

* It may be neceffary to remark here, that on this, and. all 
fimilar occafions, the blame attached to the old gouernment ouglit 
not to be torttucd fo-as to produce an inference, of a'ny pratjk 
being con vej'ed-rofpeSlngtlMi new. ' » •. t"* 
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kaft the glory of France, as well as his own ad- 
vancementi were intimately conneSed with the 
change : he was thus attached to the new govern- 
ment, both by patriotifm and ambirioni which will 
be allowed to be no common motives, in the hiftory 
either of nations or individuals. 

In addition to this, he was friendly, even by edu- 
cation, to the trandtion, for he had juft come from 
the fchobls where, notwithftanding the advice of 
Hobbes, after the civil war in England, a monadic 
order (lill condefcended to teach the dailies ; and with 
them, unwillingly infufed a portion of that kindred 
fpi^it, which illuminated and dignified the hiflories 
af Greece and Italy. ' 

The ftruggles of Athens and of Rome for liberty 
wereihu« fanuliar to him ; and the crimes and ex- 
pulfion of the Tarquin race pointed out, and, in 
a nearly fimilar Htuation, fan^lioned, in his mind, 
the excifion of the dynafty gf the Bourbons. With 
principles Aurh as thefe, added to dauntlefs intrepid 
dity, unabating exertion, and military (kill, it is not 
to be wondered that his rife was rapid, and his pro- 
motion certain. 

Soon after the breaking out of the war of La Ven- 
dee, by far the moft calamitous of any that has oc- 
curred in modern times, Marceau was fent thither 
with the rank of general of brigade. There he had 
to contend, m)t againft difcipline, fuch as he after- 
wards encountered during two campaigns on the 
banks of the Rhine, but fomething inSnitely more 
terrible — it was fanaticifm, which, clad in canvafs 
•'■ aod 
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and wooden (hoes, and armed at firft with nothing' 
more formidable than clubs and pikes, encountered 
and defeated veteran troops. Such were ** the royal 
and catholic armies," the '* avengers of the crown," 
the " league of Jefus," the " band of the holy and 
immaculate Virgin;'' names that but feebly imply 
the fuperftitioa of the (lurdy and ignorant peafantry 
who compofed them. Againft fuch enemies, it was 
almoft impoflible to fucceed in an ofFenfive war ; and^ 
indeed, they were never completely overthrown, un- 
til other means were employed for their fubjugation. . 
Yet,^ notwithftanding this, fuch was the reputation 
of young Marceau, that he was appointed, in the 
25th year of his age, as general in chief, ad interimp 
of the army employed againft the infurgents in La 
Fendie ; and Turreau, whom he fuperfeded, bears 
ample teftimony to his merit, in his " Memoiresy* 
although a mifunderftanding afiually fubfided be** 
tween them. 

At the period we are now treating of, there were 
no lets than three commanders in chief, and three in* 
termediate ones', nominated within the fpace of three 
months ; fome qf whom exchanged the baton for the 
axtf and were dragged from their own head-quarters 
to the fcaiFold. Marceau was more fortunate. On 
the appointment of a fuperior officer, he was in- 
vited to repair to the army of the North, which 
happened at that critical period to be earning laurels 
on the frozen waters of the Rhine, the Waal, and 
the Polders, and canals of Holland, under the famous 
Pichegru.* 
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It is not a little memorable^ that the joint ages of 
thefe youthful commanders, did not at that time ex- 
ceed fifty-feveny a time of life,, which, before this 
e\'entful period, fcarcely entitled a foldier to become 
a htro:^ it is to be obferved alfo, that the Prince de 
Cobourgi Duke of Brunfwick, generals Wurmfer, 
Beaulieuy and, in (hort, all the veterans, grown hoary 
under arms, have been, beaten by fchoolboys, like 
thefe ! 

The fuccefs of this army was truly aftoniihing ; 
and it is, in a great meafure, to be attributed to the 
enthufiafm of the legiflators deputed to fuperintend 
its adions ; they kindled a congenial fpirit around 
them, and acquired a popularity highly beneficial. 
Among other in (lances, it is fu(ficient ohiy to ob- 
ferve, that they were acceflible to all, lived in public, 
and adtually placed the following infcription, in let* 
ters of gold, on the front of the houfe which they 
inhabited : " Nous voudrons que la maifon des repre* 
Jentam du peuple fut de verre^ pour que k peupU put 
itre temoin de toutes leurs aCfions," ♦ 

On the difmiffion of Pichegru, Marceau ferved 
under Jourdan, aflifted at the brilliant and rapid paf- 
fage of the Rhine, which, in the age of Louis XIV, 
bad been celebrated by means of poems and medals^ 

—.■■■» ■■!■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ^mm^mm.mm ■»■ ■■■ ■■■■■■■■■■■■ ■ ' . - , ..i. ■■ ■■■■-■ ■■■ ^ ■■ i i ■< ^ ^ 

• " We wifh thai the houfe itrhabitcd by the reprefenfatives of 
the people Were com poled of glafs, that the people themfelvcs 
m'ght behold all their anions." 

It muft be allowed by every body, that this infcription hat 
theaijr oigafconaak \ but on the other hand, it cannot be doubted, 
that it was admirably fuited for the people, and the occation, aikl 
Contributed notaljttk to produce the effefl intet>ded. 

and 



and then porictra;ted,^ with the army of the Sambre 

aod Meule, into the heart of Germany. During the 

memorable 9nd fktal retreat that fbccceded, he waa 

entrufted with the rear guard, whioh, on fuch occa* 

fionsi iseonfiderad as a poft of honour* In this (itua* 

tion^ whiift coveriJ^ the army in sits retrograde mo- 

tios^through the .dax^;eroul defiles of Altenkerchent 

apd aAingat oneetbepart of aToldidr and a generalf 

ha expofed himfelf to the too certain aim of a Ty«« 

rotefemailimanrandt Uke our Hampden, during 

the civil wars, was pierced by an obfcure hand, ia 

the field of baittl6^ and fdl lamented even by the 

enemy*. 

It 

^ H«rei«U««KS.tfaeOtrmin accooot ef the death andburiaJ of 
thni celebrated Frenchman : 

<* General Marceau was wounded on the 19th of September 
(1796) : he died two days aftei\— 'Kc was in his %yth year. 
Several battles gained in La Vendue, and two ikilfiil campaigns on 
their '^"^ the Rhine, had obtaiqed him a diftinguifhcd rank 
among the moft eminent commanders in the preient war. 

" Ob the retreat by Sieg, he was charged with covering the 
rear, and keeping the enemy in check, while the French column 
defiled by Altenkirchen. It was there he received his death- 
wound. 

** Some chafleurs were ftirmifhing in a wood with the Aui^ 
tr n huflars. Marceau, accompanied by a few ordfrlUSf aad a. 
{i;.gle oflicer, entered, in order to reconnoitre. On this, one of 
the Tyrolian chafTeurs (efteemed the beft markfmen in Ger- 
nany}, who was concealed behind a tree, perceiving the badgie 
of his rank, aimed at, and fliot him through tho body. Mar« 
ceau retired a few paces, after receiving, the wound, and fell fiom 
kis horfe. 

« He was then carried^long the column, fuppofted by gvetv*-* 
Vol. I. P ^'ym&-. 
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It is here neceflary to do jufiice to the generoiit 
pity of the Germans, and particularly of Generalt 
Haddick and Kray ; the firft of whom ordered him 
to be conveyed, according to his own requeft, to a 
meighbouring village, while the latter ihed tears over 
a gallant rival, whom he had fo ofteii combated. 
The Archduke Charles, himfelf, fent his fui]geoii 
to attend him ; but on the fifth comptimentcry day^^ 
the fyo^ptoms betokened an approaching diflblutiody 
and he expired, at fix o'clock, in the 27th year of 
his age I . ' 

The regiments of Barco and Blackenftein con- 
tended for the honour of paying him the laft dutieis. 
The French officers infilled on his being buried 

within the territory occupied by the Republic, and 

- — . I .■ ■ .. .-I ..I, — 

dlers i the livelieft grief fpread through all ranks : General Jour- 
dan and a crowd of officers Airrounded him: all ihed tears.-* 
Marceau alone maintained tran^illity, as if refolved to brave 
death. 

" When he was about to be removed to the left bank of the 
Khine, he requeued to remain at Altenkirchen, with the Pniflian 
Commandant The following day the Auftrians took poffeflioR 
of Altenkirchen ; and as foon as General Haddick was informed 
of this circumftance, he fent a guard to Marceau^ and General 
Kray himfelf went to fee him. 

** This brave old warrior wept on beholding him.— He had 
been oppoied to Marceau during the two laft years. 

*' The firft furgeon of Prince Charles attended him, In con- 
fequence of his Royal Highnefs^s fpecial orders, and every pof- 
fiblc care was beftowed ; but notwithftanding this, he died. on 
the morning of the lift, 

** The body of General Marceau was buried in one of the 
baftions of the entrenched camp of Coblentz> amidft the com- 
plimentary fire of both armies." - 

the 
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file Emperor's brother confented : annexingi how-^ 
every the generous condition, that the Auftriant 
fhould be apprifed of the time when* the ceremony*- 
commenced, that they mi^t join in the militarjr 
honoyrs paid to him. 

Thus, two hdlile armies, with muffled drums^ 
arms reverfed, and joint difdiajrges of artillery, cele« 
brated the interment of Marceau, in the entrenched 
camp at CoUentz, and paid a glorious teftimony t^ 
a man, whofe memory, like that of his countryman^ 
the Chevalier Bayard, will ever be dear to French* 
men, and who, like him, will be deemed ^ foldier^ 
^* Sans peury^ fans reprocht**'* 

JEAN BON ST. ANDRE. 

This deputy, whom the Royalifts jocularly terna 
yamlon de St. Andre, was, prior to the revolution^ 
a Proteftant miniiler. His imagination caught fire 
on the firft grand colliGon of opinions, relative to the . 
rights of the tiers itat to vote according to numbers^ , 
in* the States-General, and he became a decided pa* 
^ript. 

He was elefted a deputy to the Convention, and . 
was foon difcovered to be what the French then de- 
nominated a rhauteur des €lrc<injiancis. He was one^ 
of a confiderable number of reprefentatives who met 
•very Sunday, at the houfe of a female patriot near 
the Place de Fi^aire ; to compare notes, as it were^ 
at leifure, out of the heat of the debate, and to ex-., 
prefs their opinions and apprehendons concerning the 

* Without fear, and without repcoack* 
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twO/dommcBiua^ though nearly balanced partis, of* 
TRiobedgipste an^ Danton, Coutlu>», J^liende Thou- 
louCs) ClQ€»tZ|.find Breard; furmed gatt of thefe^.aDdr 
n^c^At that time coniidered as a kind of ncuind 
Jquad^ ahhough Republicans of ihe deipefi'Jye^ Robe- 
fpteri}^>*h<lwl!veri (bdi) s^ikcrrwords; enlifledCoutitt^n 
and'St. Andte, ^nd poded theoi in his. oUffi ^wnpaftf* 
With the fe, and other recrmfSy be was at length aa- . 
aUed to attack D4nton,rand^b)r the ufe of Three ^6a«> 
b^iAic words — an OrUansfafiimf he, in the feq^i^l,. 
brought hiin to tlie fcaffbld. At this iaft period; Sr« 
Andre was a member of the Committee of Public 
Safety, but happ)ened to be on mifliony firft at Tou- 
lon, and afterwards at Bred, and abfent from the 
Coriveniion at the time the jealoufy of the tyrant 
cdAiplctely deftroyed his rivals in popularity, and al- 
fo thole who had adhered to them. 

St. Andte Was rvot fuppofed to pofTefs rt\\ic\i fkiU 
in nauticfal affairs ; it was confefled, however, by 
everyone, that he thoroughly yiiwx-n/ii?//^*/ the fai- 
lors of the port of Breft, who, otherwifc, might have 
followed the example of thofc at Toulon. He alfo' 
embarked on Ijoard the fleet which failed on the im- 
portant afid hazardous enterprife of meeting and 
convoying the lai^ prdvifion fleet expeded front 
America. He was on the deck of La Montagiu^ a 
ffrftrate, on the firft day of the fatndus engagement 
which took place on- the firft of Jnne ; but, being 
wounded in the arm in the couirfe of the adlioii, he 
removed into a frigate on the iecond day, -and, in 
eonfequcnce, bis reputation for courage fuFered 

fome 
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fomc injury. It is even Taid that duriflg the con- 
flidk, the frigate having occafion to engs^gc with an- 
other belonging- to the enemy, St. Andre, who wats 
then in the cockpit with the ftirgeon, alked 0!>e of 
the boys, employed in carrying powder, how th« 
aSion went on? '< You had better (f^d the young 
failor) go upon deck, if you would know with cei*- 
tainty." 

The erent of thfs battle was peculiarly unfavour- 
jiWe to the naval honour of France, though it faved 
4hc American convoy, confifting of two hundred and 
thirty (hips, deeply laden with corn, and other necef- 
faries of life, which were mnch wanted at that time in 
France. Neverthelefe, t-ke lofe of fix fhips of \he 
tine was a mortifying cipcumflance to the pride of 
the otherwifie elated Republicans ; and, therefore, 
it is no wonder if ftrldl jiiftice (bould not be done to 
this commi (Boner in the decifion of the public con- 
cerning his merits. 

St. Andr^ went oul of the Convention, by balloty 
to make room for the new third, and after that pe« 
riod took as little fhare in the public affairs of ht9 
country, as a man, once in the vortex of themi catk 
be fuppofed capable of*. 

One 
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* Jean Bon St. Andre ha* been fent on njiflion to ihe Dey of 
Algiers ; and it was lately reported, that having cndcavouied to 
revolutionize and republicanize his Highnefs*s fubjtfts, he had 
ordered him to be arrelled, and after levying contributions on all 
the French lefident within his territories, commanded the execu- 

P 3 tioner 
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One circumftancc greatly to the credit of his in- 
tegrity , ought to be mentioned, it is, that he livds 
with as much fimplicity and plainnefs as if he bad 
never quitted his native village ; and is reputed to be 
sot ten pounds richer, notwithlianding his falary as a 
Deputy of. the Convention, and his influence as a 
commiilioner or cmJuU as he was Called, than befoi% 
he commenced bis* public career. This virtue of 
felf-dcnial has, indeed, been very juftly afcribed t# 
the whole of the members of that powerful Commit- 
tee of Public Safety of which Robefpierie and St. 
Andre once formed a part. 

Had tliey been but as cautious of (bedding human 
blood, as averfe to the accumulation of riches, the 
gratitude of their country, and the applaufe of pof« 
terity, muft have formed their juft reward* 

BAILLT. 

The fate of this great man is. truly lamentable^ 
»ot merely becaufe he addidted himfelf to learning, 
and was diftinguiftied for his love of, and know-* 
ledge in, the fciences, but, as being a patriot, inthe 
full fenfe of the word; this, indeed, he proved him- 
felftobe, even before the Revolution; by whicb 
event he loft fome* valuable places, and almoft the 
whole of his fortune. 

Jean Sylvain Bailly was born at Paris, on the 



tioner to ftrike off his head, which fentcnce was carried into 
cfFt6l before the Dey's palace, &c, 

Th*3 Itcry, improbftbfe as it was, ac\ i: ally obtained ci edit for 
fowetime! 

15th 
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15th of September, 1736. His family, during near- 
ly a century and a half, had followed painting as a 
profeflion ; and the difeafe which proved fataLto his 
grandfather, proceeded from an attachment to his 
art, it being occafioned by fome experiments on 
marble with pigments, which hehimfelf had brouglvc 
from China, 

Young Bailly was alfo dcdined to be a painter*, 
and had afiually made fome progrefs ; but as he ex^ 
hibited a marked predelidion io Belles Lettres^ he did 
not cultivate the powfers of the pencil with that afli- 
duity which could alone have enfured celebrity. — 
Poetry, in particular, engaged and fafcinated his at- 
tention ; he even- produced fome tragedies which 
were praifed by Lanoue, who however advifed him 
to turn the bent of his thoughts towards the fciencey. 
His friend Mademoifelle Lejeuneux, at length in- 
troduced him to Lacaille, and thiscircumftance con- 
tributed not a little to dire£l his attention to the 
ftudy of Natural Philofophy. Accordingly, in the 
year 1762, he prefented " Obfcrvations on the 
Moon,'* to the French Academy, drawn up under 
the infpedlion of the former. 

His reputation at length became fo confiderable, 
that he was deemed a proper candidate for the office 
of Secretary to the Academy of Sciences, which, 
however, in 1771, was beflowed on Condorcet. In 

• In a biographical work, in 2 vols. 8vo. jull publifhed, 
among many other grofs errors, the father of Bailiy is faid to 
have I)ecn a wine merchant, and he himfelt is defcribed as iifft^ 
inUQded'for tlie church, and then bred to the bar ! 

P4 'l^^^» 



1 784, lit fWs tcwmpcufed by the French Acadeiiiy» 
having at titat period been appointed the fucceiTor ai 
Trcflan. 

During the fame ye^H*, he was nominated OfM^ ^ 
the Natural Philofophers who adembled, in or4ft 
to report on the Anin^al Magnetifm o£ Mefmefy 
as prafiifed by Deflon ; and foon attained a high de- 
gree of reputation^ in confequence of his various^ 
fciemific publications. 

M. Bailly* after dillinguiihing himielf as an aftro* ' 
nomer* and philofopher, wal elected a deputy for 
the tiers etal to the States-Generalj and was Pre- 
iuicnt of the firft National Aflfeipblyy at the time the 
King's proclamation^ ifTued the 20th of Jun.e» l^%% 
ordered it to difperfe. On that m^mpfajble pcpafi^a^ 
when the X^egiJlatiye Body was eifclttded frem tbf 

* His Hiikory of AftroAoiB.y, in 5 vqIs. 410, obtained Jaim 
great reputation throughout all Europe. His XKeory pf the 
Satellites of Jupiter was ilill more prized by fcientiflc men \ and 
Jerome Lalande, one of the firft altronomcrs of the prefent day, 
and who at this moment preiides over the Nationorl Ohfervatorj 
at PviSy was fo much pleafed with the paper on the light emit- 
ted from the fatellites of Jupiter, infcrted in the proceedings of 
tlte Academy of Sciences, in 1771, that he afterwards told the 
Author, while in the height of his glory, « that he would have 
rather compofed that memoir, than been Prefident of the States 
General.*' " For," added he, ** there are aflurcdly many citi- 
zens worthy of being Mayor of Paris, or of filling the chair of 
fhe National Aflembly, but there are not ten men in all Europe 
capable of writing fuch a diflertation as that 5 it will therefore, 
of courfe, become a more certain pafTport to the notice of pof- 
terity/* 

Senate*' 
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SeDatc-houfe, by royal order and a military force, 
he invited the members to aflemble in the Tennis- 
court, fituated in the Rue du Vieux VerfaiUes. If 
was there he dictated the oath ** to reOft tyrants and 
tyranny, and never to feparate till a free Conftitu-' 
tion fiioiild be obtained for the French people." 

On the 14th of the fucceeding month, the famous^* 
or rather iniamous, Baftille v^as attacked by xYit Pa^ 
lidai^s, headed by a few national guards. 

It being necefiary after this event, that the ^fFair^* 
of the capital Ihould be well adminiftered, efpeciaHjp' 
as the apprehenfions of a famine rend^ved that pe^ 
riod more critical, Bailly was unanimoufly called^ 
upon to undertake that important talk. He conti*^ 
nued a favourite of the Parifians, among whom he 
was hortiy till the unhappy affair of the Champ dt 
Marsy where the crowd affaulting the foldiery, for 
enforcing what was confidered an unjuft order> the 
latte^ were directed by the magiAracy, of which- 
Bailly was the d)ief, to fire on the former ; on which' 
occafion about forty citizens were killed, and threii 
limes that number wounded ''^ 

Thir 



♦ His friend Jerome LalaiKie difcuffcs that unfortunate affair 
jw follow*: * *" 

** The moft. difagYe^ble part of his^Bailly's) admini ffraticn>^ 
and the moft fatal in its cffetls, occurred on the i7tb of July 
>79«^ when the party in oppofition to the monarchical con ftitu-^ 
tion excited commotions among thepeople, ^hich he v^« obliged^ 
to quell, by order of the National Affcmbly. 

<< He was accoi'dingly forced to repair-to y\i!t Cbantp dt Marf, 
where, aotv^ithflanding the utmoA' parecaution, fomc mWflcet* 
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This compulfory aft of Bailly, termed in the new 
French vocabulary popuUcldey was unhappily trea^ 
fured up in the invidious memory of his rivalsand 
enemies, ready to be brought forward againft him 
at the moment mod favourable to his undoing. 

Among the papers belonging to Louis XVI«; 
Vrhich were found both at the houfe of Laporte, and 
in the iron cheft of the Thuilleries, fome of theia 
contained attacks pn Bailly, and endeavoured to place 
him in a ridiculous point of view ffee Cazotu's Let* 
tersj. Talon fays in one, << Sire, if you make fucb 
facrifices, Bailly will come and deliver a fine ha* 
f angue to you/' Others, anc^ thofeof the date of: 
1 79 1, remack, <^ the mayor of Parts fiiall be ma* 
naged fo as to prevent him from giving us any fur- 
ther trouble." A few infift on the necellity of taking 
€>fF his head. 

When he found he had fallen into the difefteem of 
his fellow-citizens, he hoped to preferve himfelf by 
retiring into privacy, where he propofed to finifh a 
ureatife on ftaticks, which he had begun; but the 
crifis of the revolution approached fad, and a fevere 
retrofpeflive eye was cad, not only upon every aft 
that favoured of the abufe of power, but alfo upon. 
every perfon who afFeded to chajiife the people for 
cxcefles which long-continued oppreffion had forced 
them into. 

were difcharged at tht crowd. For this a6l, two years aftcr-t 
wards, his head was demanded, when the only objeft of the 
reigning tyrant wa^ to flatter the people^ To indulge its paflions, 
and even Co exceed its reientmeuts.'* t 
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To difcovcr a faulty fugitive, or a denounced pcf- 
ibn^ at this period, was to merit public applaufe. 
The ex-mayor was accordingly denounced, ap- 
prehended in an obfcure country-houfe, and, by a- 
melancholy reverfe of fortune, was conduced a 
prifoner for examination to that very Hotel de Ville- 
where he had prefided, two years before, with al- 
Hioft fovereign authority, and into which he never 
entered but amid the loud acclamations of Five^ 
Bailly! 

It is known that he was named and ipculpated icf' 
the a£t of accufation direded againft Marie Antoi^ 
nette, which contains the following paflage : " It is - 
manifeft, from the declaration of Louis Charles Ca- 
pet, and of the girl Capet, that Lafayette, a favou- 
rite of the widow Capet„ and Eailly, then mayor, • 
Avere prcfent at the flight from the palace of the 
Thuilleries, and that they favoured it with all their ' 
pow«r." 

But the teftimony of the queen overthrew that of ' 
the children; and Bailly proved not only an alibi ^ - 
but even brought fa£l$ in evidence, from- which it • 
-appeared, that he had, mentioned to- Lafayette the- 
communicatiops he had received,' and like wife hisr^ 
own appreheniions : upon which he was affured by- 
the General, ^^ that all was fo fecure, that a moufel^ 
could not get out of the palace/* 

Some days before the flight of the king, M". Simo- 
lin, the Ruffian ambaffador, applied to him for a* 
pfiflport for the Baronefs de KnofF; but confidering"> 
that a ppdlport for a foreigner ought to be deKveted • 

P-6 by/ 
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by ihe Minifter (or foreign Affii^ir^ fn^ ve^P^itcd Ait 
^uQijin s^mb^if^uior to that miniflief:* Oa thU (ub« 
jed, thef<^e» the^re yrs^ not the fligbteft (groufitf 

for cria(iinatioa* 

BaiUy wjw io^^Mrrogfttcd rcfp€J<SUpg certain priyatc 
meeUngs, f$iid ;to have been held ^t ;ihe Tibuillcciesy 
and con^ofed of iiuriguersand mQmbensof the'Coa- 
ftituo(it Aflembly, fucb as Mirabcau> jB^iuivc» Lar 
jne.th, ti,c.; his cpnne^^ion with La&yelte way Vktr 
wife adduced againft him, and alfo his having h^n 
;s^ fpme meetings 9f. L^ Kocbefauc^uit's ; .biH the ca- 
pital charge Vas the a$air <^ the Chgnop 4e Mafs. 

He was iirft committ^to tjii^ /ci-^dfVfinf ffkotn^AQty 
of the MadehnnetteSi then conyovte^ it^9:^ fti^te pri- 
Jon ; and what will fcarcely;^ppeai' <^r«dibtf » biU fel- 
low prifoners thenifelves v^4fi applicatioa tp the 
Committee of General Safety to have hi<B kc^ov^ 
tbencei under the alleged ^f^pre^ejiriQ^ of the popur 
lar fury fettiitg fire to the buildings from a ckfire 
of fummary venge^^nce. It ought^ \ioy9^%v^ff to be 
known^ tha,t thqfe who n^ade this ajpjp4i<<a^lW ^hJ9 
iTenioval, were chiefly accufed Nobles gnd fiil^eii^cit 
Ariftqcrats, who were always eager to precipHatt 
the defiru6lion of the firil movers of the Revoluikn* 

Bailly was accordingly transferred to the Conder^ 
gene, and in four days after fbmd bimfelf Oft lhey#^ 
letie ^, where he heard his condomoation (for trial it 
cannot be called) in a manner confident with his cha« 
ra6ler as a great philofopher. His execution took 
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place the nei^tday, November w, 1793. He was 
compelled to wear the nd ftdrtf the ignominious 
badge intended for confpirators againll liberty onljr ; 
and the fentence was executed in the Q^amp dt Mars, 
near the fpot where he gave the order for the military 
to fire upon the populace. 

The rain poured on his bald head the whole wa/ 
to the fatal fpot ; ;ind as fo much wet had rendered 
the gxound boggy, and the fcafFold happened to be 
fixed in too fwampy a porition4obeaj: tfie vveigbtj it 
became neceflary to remove the appar^tu^ to a higher 
fpoti while the unhappy fufferer was waiting -^he ap«> 
proaching cataftrophe. 

M^ny cruel indignities were offered tp him» am) 
the bloody flag was repeatedly waved in .hi5 face. As 
he was obferved to fliudder while afcending the plato* 
form, a bye-dander, with the view to infult him^ 
cried' out ** Tu trembkSi Baillj /" he anfwered, " Oui^ 
mats nenpas di peur'* The truth is, his teeth chat* 
tered with the cold. 

^ M. BaiUy was in his 57111 year. His compkxtoa 
was of a healthy hue ; he (looped a little in his fhoukl*^ 
ers, and greatly refembled Mr. Dundas in the form 
of his face, and efpecially in the prominence of the 
cheek-bones. His Oriental Aftronomy contains a 
i^KXt attack on the Mofaic chronology *. 

GCK£RA<. 
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* Madaiqe Ballly furvives her huiband. Her maiden name 
was Jeanne le Seigneur, and (he was the widow of hi9 ifitimate 
friend Kaymond Qaye, when he married her in X787, at a pe- 
riod, according to the culogift of the deceafed aftronopier^ whni 
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GENERAL I^ANtPIERRE*, 

Was a friend to equality*, though in podeflTone 
df a large fortline ; and a deternnined republican^ 
though" the title of Count had been handed down to 
him by a long feries of anceftors. He prayed for 
the revolution, while the old government was yet in 
the plenitude of its power; and hailed it when it 
came and fwepl away the privileges and thcdiftinc- 
tions he hlmfelf enjoyed. 

Two or three years before the convocation of the 
States-General, he w^s captain in the regiment of 
Chartres, of which the Duke of Orleans was colo-^ 
nel, and M. de Valence major. At that time the 

file was of an age proper to infpire the regard and attachm^t of 
a man of worth,' who wag not to be influenced by the ordinary; 
motives of beauty or fortune, efpecially (ince he had e^ght ne- 
phsws, whom he educated with all the care of a father. 

*^ fn perron,"" adds he, ** Bailly was talli of a fedate biit 
ftfikhig countenance ; and his mind, though £fm, poifefled much* 
ftsnlibility. His dirmter^ftednefs was frequently, and in a very 
eminent manner, exhibited towards his relations ; and during^ 
his magiftracy, he expanded a confiderable part of his income in* 
admimilering to the nectflities of the ppor^ 

*« Few men of letters have fo eminently dillingui(hed them* 
felves in fo many different ways, and no one has ev^r united fo 
many titles to refpeft, with fuch general applaufe. Bat 'hiiT 
Mgheft and greateft fame Is derived from his virtue, which al- 
%i^ys remained unblemifhed, unfufpe^led, and admired. 

** Thofe who knew him the beft loved him the raoft, and in 
hts own family he was ahnoft adored/* 

• It is almoft unncceflary to obferve, that equalitj'of rights i* 
mOM alluded to l)ere* 

BlOUtk^ 
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irrouth of the Baftille was always open to receive the 
perfons of rank who opened their's- tea freely ; but^^ 

Jn fpite of its terrors, and of t&e remonftrances o^ 
their brother officers, both Dampierre and the ma-* 
JOT were loud in the praife of freedom, and liberal o& 
invedlve againft the abufes of government, oiot on- 
ly at the regimental mefs, but in companies moroi 
public ftill. -i 

The emigrations that took pUce at an early parb 
^f the revolution, enfured a rapid promotion toeveryr 
friend of freedom, and to every man of talent who^ 
fiood faft by bis colours* Dampierre, accordingly/ 
foon rofc to the rank of major-gen«ral (marichal de 
ffam/^^and ill that quality commanded the van-guardff 
t)f DtMfiouriez'^ army, at the battle- of Gemappe*—* 
The attack of the village of that name fellt© his 
fliare ; and there it was that the adfon was the mofl^ 
defperate and deftrudive. By the boldnefs of hi^ 
charge, and by the ooolnefs with which he formed tbor 
national guards, under a-moft furious and fteady £r0 
from the veteran legions of Auftria) he acquired tb9 
praif& of courage, and of military ikill. This praif» 
be indeed laid claim to, in his printed Relation ofthm 

' Condu£i of the Vanguard f vfiih a frank nefs whiclv 
would be vanity in any one but a Frenchman.-— 
<* How much I wiftied you there," fa)^s he, apoftro- 
phifmg Sirven, his nwfter in ta£lics,- " in order tt» 
have witnefled the regularity and precifion with^ 
which I reduced my columns, and formed my line^ - 
in the prefence of the enemy," 

Uofeduced by the example of bis okl comrade^ 
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Valence» who joiaed Dumourtez in his attempt Ca 
inarch to Parts> and iouWed, him in his fuhfequent 
flighty Oampterre adhered firmly to the prmciples he 
profefled. He did piOt permit himrelf to defpair of 
the Republic; on the contrary, he exerted himfelf 
in /f eftoring order and confidence to the army, witb 
a zeal and dUigence that deferved and obtained the 
chief con^mand^ He did not enjoy it long.. At the 
battle, or rather at the retreat of Faooiars, he adwn* 
'tured fo near to the enemy, for the purpofe of xe«* 
conooitringy that be was nvarked out as ax!klioguiib«> 
cd peribnage by the Englifh gunners, and was ftcucfc 
with a cannon flior, which carried away his lj)jgh«^ 
He furvived but-a few hours, and breathed h}s laft 
figh, May 8, i793> kk wUhes for the fafety of th» 
Republic. 

There was fomething uncommon in the compbfi^ 
lion of Dampierre's body and mind; His complexion^ 
was falurnine ; his difpofitibn fanguine in the ex- 
treme : he was corpulent and heavy in his perfon f 
in his manner and converfation he was more lively^ 
^n even Frenchmen generally are, Uiough fubje^ 
at the fame time to mental abfences, which, even in> 
a thoughtful Engliihman, would have appeared ridi** 
culous and Arange. 

His principles of liberty he drew from Fngland^ 
and Engli^ books ; and fpoke and wrote our lan^ 
guage with tolerable eafe. 

Dampierre died the death of a foldier. Had he- 
lived to fee the reign of Robefpierre, the firft rcverfe 
^fortune he m^t Ji^ve jgn^t wlth^ added to t^ p/i-: 

ginali 



gin^l Gn of noble birth* woaidf no dpubt^ jiare con- 
veyed him, like a £elon^ to the fcjiffold. 

PAV^D. 

Nature, qr rather difeafe, incapacitate David 
from being an orator. A frfghtf^ tuo^ifted chpek 
has. not only didgrted his isatures to a gr^^^t dv¥grM# 
but, ^t the fame tinier difquajified th^e orggns of 
fpe^ch frpcp uttering ten words in the faoB^ tone of 
voice ; (b that a grave fubjed, in his mouth, nol- 
withflanding his f^nfibility, lofes all its dignity. At 
bed, therefore, he is only able to give a filent vote. 

It is our bufinefs rather to fpefik of him as a depu* 
lyi than as a painter, ptherwife we might exhibit h^ 
admirable piecp of the Iforatii, « paiotinig of itfetf 
capable of inunoirtaUziqg hiq? ^s aa arttft. fij^ 
Iketch pf the States-General in the temus^court W^ 
Verfaill^, is deferyjing of no lefs pralfe, finc^ confii^ 
dered as an extempore pprformance, it iK3f.|iibits fin 
undeniable proof of his pronotpt iiweAtioOi and uwr 
quailed talents. 

Davidj having already enrolled himfelf a Jacobin, 
was elefted to the Convention, by the department of 
Paris. The Mouniain^ as it was called, had been 
long growing hot with the volcanic matter about t^ 
bur{l forth, and fweep away all oppofition. Theknm 
did at lad break out ; it carried the Brtflbtines along 
with it, and David approached nearer and nearer the 
crateTy that he might, in fome naeafure, imSt ita 
direful courfe : in (faort, he accepted the office of a 
member of the committee of gentrml fnftfj% while h 
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aded in concert with the other committee of govern- 
menti the meafures of both which were, for a confi* 
derable time, dircfled by the fpirit of Robefpierre. 

It mud neverthelefs be acknowledged, in jaAice 
to David, that, before he confented to deftroy one 
party, he endeavoured to procure a reconciliation* 
He had apartments allowed him, in quality of ah ap 
tift, in the old Louvre Palate y and there he would cot 
kft an aflemblage of perfons diftinguifbed for their 
public fpirit, or private worth, andeontrive to dira^ 
into this agreeable vortex, men of dif&rent opinions 
and fentimcnts, with a view to foften* their animbfity 
to each other, by making each acquainted with the 
more amiable qualities of his antagonift. This 
proved a vain efibrt ; for however civil Vergniaud^ 
Montault, Guadet, and Phillippeaux might appear 
in the Jdllon of a friend, they evinced* no Ifefs vio*. 
•lence againft each other inthe/alle de la nation^ which, 
*Very Toon after this period,, became an arena for gla- 
diators to exercife their firength or their fkill in. At 
length the decifion on the King's fate broke iip Da^ 
vid's parties entirely, and for ever feparated thofe of 
difltmiiaf opinions. 

The appel au people* was eonfidered by the ardent' 
'Republicans as an invocation of national wrath, and 
therefore no terms were to be kept with, no mercy 
Was to be (hown to the appellants. This is the pre- 
cife moment when thofe who had neither perfonal 



' ^ " The Appe^il to the People,!* a meafure refortcd to by the 
J3iiffgtmc$^ to Ave, .or at ieaft.to dtJay the fate of Louis XVI.. 

^ regard. 
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regard nor public efteem for Marat, impelled him to 
many extravagant zSts, and to the moft wild and in* 
Confiderate declarations. Marat was the political levnc, 
and the public hajtred to monarchy, from the difco* 
veries of the vices of the court, X\xe fulcrum by which 
Archimedes-Robefpierre turned the weight of the 
whole republican world upon its firft founders, thus 
crufhing them to atoms. 

The afliduous David did not wholly throw away 
hispalletef he found time to take it up at leifure hours^ 
and employed it to pourtray the afTaflination of Lew 
)>elletier by Paris, and of Marat by Charlotte Cor- 
day ; and thefe two pictures he made a prefent of to 
the Convention. They were hung up over the Prcr 
fident's tribune, in which pofition it is not difEcuLt 
to conceive that they produced the greateft poflibLl 
cffea. 

David was intimately conneSed with Robefpierre r 
it was he who faid, if I love bloody it is becaufe natur$ ^ 
has given me the difpojition. He went, on the third of 
September, to fee the execution of his friends and 
colleagues — Defmoulins and Danton. The deputy 
Reboui (aw David, at the very moment when the 
mob were maflfacring the prifoners at La Forc^^. 
tranquilly drawing a piSure of the dying, as they 
were heaped up on the pile of the dead. *' Wha** 
are you doing there, David?'* faid he. ** I amcatch-i 
ingy* replied the painter, <* the loft emotien of na^ 
ture in thefe fcoundrehJ"^ " Go," replied Reboui, 
•* you afFefil me with horror ; I could not conceivoi 
that you were capable of fuch barJ>arity. What a 
pity it is, that fuch great talents IhouldbtMi^vW^^vos 
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fo corrupt a heart ; it might have been expededi 
that the iine arts would have foftened the moR obdu* 
^f Saul V 

After the death of Chabot, Fabie d'Eglantine, and 
(the reft of that hachis, as they were calkd (foir the 
French are always French, and jnuft joke and pun)^ 
Jihe time of David was wholly abibrbed in Rdbe- 
fpierre's, aSions, if not in his views* lb fays he 
was egregiouily deceived in him ; but when that am- 
Jbttious «»d cruel ufurper made his laft %>eech in the 
hall of the Jacobins, complaining of the inimicd 
power riling up, in the committees of government^ 
againft him, and alluding to the cafe of Socrates, 
-C^yingy ** I ^11 drink the hemlock V* DaVid ad- 
vanced to the tribune, and teeiaimed-^^ I alfo wift 
ddnk it with thee/' 

Thefe words were as ftrong, and nearly as fatal to 
him, as the hand- writing on the wall of Balftiaziuir's 
palace ; but he had favourable interpreters. The 
Convention while they condemned his devotioe to 
the tyrant, conceived him^^i^^ not aifimfy guilty, 
they accordingly recoIle£ked his talents, and the fer- 
vice he had. rendered the Republic by his exertion of 
them. 

On the memorable day of denunciation, therefore,, 
while Rob^fpierre, his brother, Couthon, and St. Juft, 
were arretted in the Convention, and carried, in a 
few hours, to execution, David's looked- for fentence 
was refpited, that an examination of fome circum- 
ftances he had urged in his favour might take place. 

He lay in the Lajxembourg eleven weeks. The 

jrbitj 
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acerbhjr of. his enemies' minds in the mean ticae 
grew blunted,: the public had half forgotten the mif- 
chiefs of the decemviru tht nation bad recovered it* 
hopes, and tafled of vlilory, and in this happy ftatc 
of the capital and of all France^ David efcaped, and 
is at this time, one of the membeiB of the National 
Inflitute : an honour ^o which bis imparalledikili and' 
judgment gave him' a- vii^Il- founded claim* DaVkl, 
now about 47 years bf age, is a widower, and has* 
two promifii^ Ions, one of whom bids fair to inherit' 
all his father's reputation as an artift.^ 

PIERRE MANUEL, 

The fon of a- potter at Montargis,.rieceived'an eK<« 
cellent fchool-education, and, at an early period, ven* 
tured to Paris, with little or no refources befides his- 
talents. Happening, however, to bring with him* 

* •* J'ai cherchc la connoifTance de Da'vid, le plus grand 
pelntre d'hiftoire viiraYit, & non pas dc politique, excentriquc, 
faiiatiquey & partiran <le ^oia^Jfiem^ Je l^ii trouv^, je Tai vu 
ibuvcnt travaiiler $€ ^^siUaiis avec tin plaiGr infint, dans fon bnk 
attclier du Louvre, fans m^nibarrai&r de ce que diibient dl^t 
Tnignons Arillocrates fans gout pour les artsj &c, 

•« Sublimiie dans ^Imagination, grandeur dans rinvention^ 
nrtble (impifcit^ dan's ht compofition, v^rlte dans Vexpreflion, 
ji>Adf!edans kdtffleiii, beauty de« formes, chaleorde colons, faar- 
monie. des couleprs ^ quamd toutes ces pro^riet6s fe reooiifrcltf! 
dansjes ouvri^es d^un pdntre, pn peut dire ^ue c*eft un -^ind >' 
pelntre, &elles font r^unies daqs les tableaux achevesde David* . 

<« CVft a David a. ks clcves que Pecole Fran^aife a Tobliga- 
tion de s^etre relevee de la decadence, du reteur a Vetude de 
Tantique, et de la reunion du beau ideal avec riroSitatfon de la' 
belie n^u^h^^•^^'^Fri^gmffa»fur Farii^ v«)« ik p^ 4to4)« « 
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letters of recommendation to M. de Buffbni and fe* 
veral other eminent men> he foon obtained employ- 
ment in the lower walks of literature, and, while (till 
a youth, acquired fome reputation by an Hijloricat 
Md Phihfophical Ej^ay on the Life of St. Louis, which 
was no bad imitation of the (lyle employed by Vd- 
taire in his Age of Louis the Fourteenths 

He foon found, however, that the field of literature 
was overftocked with labourers, and, to improve his 
firanty means of fubfiftence, was happy to procure a 
fmall place in the police ; fo fmall, indeed, that, to 
make up the meafure of his wantSji he was forced to 
countera6): fome ojf its regulations. 

While the old government exifled, Paris abounded 
with complaifant perfonages, who ferved as go-ie^ 
tweens to the public and the publifliers of works, un- 
fanftioned by the licence of a Royal Ccnfor. Being 
known to the bookfellers, they were able to purchafe 
obnoxious pamphlets without difficulty ; and thefe 
they handed about among their wealthier acquaint- 
ance, with fuch well-calculated affiduity, that the 
cndomary remuneration of dinners and fuppers al- 
mod (Iruck the whole article of board out of the ca- 
talogue of their expences. Manuel continued to aft 
as one of this parafitical fraternity, until M. Tour- 
ton, an eminent banker, employed him as tutor t<» 
iis fon. He was retained jn that fituation for feve- 
lal years; and when his fervices were no longer 
wanted, he was difmiflcd, with a penfion of a thou- 
find livres per annum. 

As foon as he was in poflefton of a fixed income, 

inftcad 
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ead of circulating prohibited books, Manuel Tet 
•ut the fabrication of them himfelf. He was one 
;he authors of the Correjfmience Secretey an annual 
dication, printed out of France ; and had alfo 
le concern in a pamphlet entitled^ A Letter from 
Officer in the French Guards. As the letter re- 
led with great freedom on the firft perfonages ia 
kingdom, a kttre de cachet was iflued againft him» 
\ Manuel obtained the honours of the BafHJle. Sop 
leaft, he always faid himfelf ; but there were per- * 
s who aflerted that he was confiiM iniiit'Bicetref' 
rifon of a far more ignominious kind, 
^fecluflon of feveral mohths taught him to give 
pen a more prudent diredlion, zt appeared by 
innee Franfoi/ey the next work of any note that he 
[>liflied. It contained, under every day of the' 
IP, a concife life of forae illuftrious Frcnchmanf 
1 was intended as a courfe of national biography, 
' the ufe of fchools. This produftion, remarkable ' 
' an afFedation of point, was ixxdelj handled by the * 
tics. " It might be brilliant,^' they faid, «* but 
was entirely deftitute of folidity." Such, indeed, 
IS exa£tly the charaJler of the author's mind. He 
is neither remarkable for foundnefs of judgment, 
tent of information,, nor depth of erudition ; but 
poflefTed a great fund of wit, of which the acri- 
cmious fallies were more honourable to his head 
m^to his, heart. 

^^IW lived a long time in habits of great inti- 
\ui female, who made many facrifices on • 
Itf^^h^y^it, of a mbfe amiable kind. 
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wasalmoft equal to this' own; afid wh<>re-pdrfo(if 
upon the wholef was pleafing^ thofighf flic was very 
thiui and even a little defcMrmed. Id the hea^ of dif- 
pute> this lady exprefled her aftoniihifient at the un- 
worthy tfeatment Die fufFeited from a man wh» loved 
her. <• irove j«tt /*' replied ManueU **\oy^ pu! 
I Do you think, then, that I wi(h to go throiighr a 
cour(e ofofteoio^ V* 

Sarcafms equally bitter, were frequently let dkd 
by him againft th6 government ; and, it is profcaUe^ 
that his- tongue^ more uncontrolable than even his 
pen, would have procured hUa, a fecond vifit to the 
]Baftille, if^ in good time, the Baftille and the govern* 
mentfhad not- been deftroycd together. 

The Revolutioii, however^ at its outfet, was very 
near drawing doyn upon Manuel a much greater 
mifchief than thitt to which he had been before ex- 
pofed. Being midaken for a peifon particularly 
odious to the populace, he was draped to a lantirn ; 
the rope was adually put round his neck, in fpite of 
all remonfba^ice ; and he < already felt its preflure, 
when he was r^fca^ by thQ interfeirence of general 
Lafayette ; the mark of the cord was vifible for a 
confiderable length of timeiafterw^ds« 

The perfecution Manuel experienoed frOm. the old 
government had raifed his reputation a^ a writer, and 
his well-knoWa political fentiments gave him fooie 
title to a (hare in the new order of things* tie wa$. 
accordingly appointed AdminiftratSor of the Polkse, 
an ofEce which the employment he had formerly held 
qpalified him to fill, and which gavebisn;a€cefi to< 

the 
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the papers of that department. From thefe he made 
copious extradlsy and publifhed them under the title. 
of La Police de Paris divoilce. Among many inte- 
lefling particulars, were a number of fcandalous 
anecdotes of priefts, tending to^demonftratei that the 
manners of the clergy were polluted by the moft de- 
graded obfcenity and lafcivioufnefs ; thefe were given 
in the very text of the original documents, that they 
might appear before the public in a more ynquef- 
tionable Ihape. 

Immediately on this, the whole herd of bigott fet 
up as loud an outcry of fcandal, as if the f<pcret prac* 
tices of the priefthood had made a part of the myfte- 
ries of holy mother church. 

From the fame fource Manuel alfo obtained a col- 
le£iion of letters, written in different flate prifons^ 
by the celebrated Mirabeau ;* and thefe he publifhed 

as 

»^M»—W^-^~— I i» ■ ' ' II ■ I ■ .III I I ■ ■ r I II ■ ■ I I ■ — — .— — — n I II t 

* «* P. Manuel afes Concit^yeru. 

«< Lc psuple que j'ai deja fervi, daigne encore s^occuper dc 
inoi : il faut bien que je park de moi au peuple. 

** Ses fufFrages me difpenfent de raffurcr que jc nc fcrais ja- 
mais un pas pour obtenir une place : on ne doit tout fairc qu^ 
pour en meritcr. 

*^ Une difHcuUe s*eleve centre moi avant meme que je fois elu 
procureur de la commune. 

** Je dois aux feflions quelques faits : elles connoiiront jufqu'a 
mes intentions *. car il nefaut rien cacher a la loi. 

** II eft ties-vrai qu'apics avoir rempli avec bnc religicuft 
alUduitemes fon^ionsd^adminiftrateuralapolice, jalouxde pr6« 
parer, dans !e filence d*une petite ville, quelques ouvragtt utilH 
\ la revolution^ j'^aillai me fixer, avec mcs livrea, a I^margis ie 

VOXr. I. Ci^ «% 
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as foon as that political meteor funki after a fhoft 
blaze, beneath the fyrface of the earth. This fpe-r 
.Ciilation proved exceedingly lucrative. 

Upon the re-ele£lion of Municipal officers, he loft 
bis place, and being alfo difappointed in his hope q£ 
a feat in the Legiflative Aflembly, he retired to Mon- 
targii. One of the Parifian elefiors being afkedj» 
why a man of fo much merit and patriotifm had been 
jtieglefted, anfwered, ** fhat hepoffeffed too much wtt^* 

After a confiderable (lay in bis native country, h# 
returned to Paris, to throw his net again into the 
troubled waters of the Revolution, and was fortu*- 
iiate enough to catch the place of Procureur de la 
Commune^ although Rocquillon, a Juftice of Peace, 
.endeavoured to prove him dcftitutf of the requifite 



«o Oftobrc 1790, heureux de cette m^iociit^ d'or qoi confenre 
^independence. Attendant mes droits avec le refpedl & rera- 
preiTetnent d*un patriote, je n^y ai fait aucun a6le de citoyen 
aftif : car je Petois encore a Paris, lorfi^ueTe formerent les af- 
femblees primaires, puifque ma feflion de'rObfcrvatoire m'a 
|nomme ele6leur: & (i je ne fut pas mande, c'eft que j'avois 
un concurrent, a voix egales, moins jeune que moi. Mais, 
la main fur ma confcience & fur la ccnftttution, qui feront 
toijjours mes guides, je confefle que, f], depuis fix femaines, 
je me trouve dans le pays natal de la liberie, ce n^eft que pour 
pubiier un ouvrage neceHaire a la memoire de celui qui Ta 
fondee en France, de Mirabeau \ 8c que A ma patrie, o.u j*ai 
^eux grands ennemis, Tignorance & la fuperftition, m^avoit fait 
rhonneur de me nommer Ic dernier de fes notables, a la Saint- 
Martin, il eut etc dans mes principes d'aller a ce pdfte : car c'eft 
loujours celui'qui rapportera le moins que je defeudrai le miei)x> 
L^argent nevaudra jamais reftime, puifqu'elle eH la lifte civile 
«lu peuplc,*' 

- eligibi- 
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eligibility.* A night or two before the September 
maflacres, the latter was committed to prifon, it was 
faid| by Manners means, and, it was fufpeded, with 
« view of vengeance. If this be true, the adion 
fiamps indelible difgrace upon his name, fince to hi^ 
perfonal enmity he could confent to facrifice a vene^ 
rable magiftrate, who had given the mod unequivo-* 
cat proofs of patriotifm, and who fupported the dig^ 
nity of his fituation, by a noble demeanour, to the lalt; 
moment of his life. When, amidd the indifcrimi* 
nate butchery that enfued, he was dragged out of aa 
obfcure prifon in the Fauxbourg St. Marceau^ ht^ 
•calmly remonftrated with the mob, and fhowed 
them the injuftice of their proceedings. His fpeech 
was anfwered by a multitude of wounds, which the 
old man, who was of uncommon ftature, received ia 
an ere£l podure, (landing like a tower in the midft of 
his executioners, without (hrinking from their wea* 
jpons, and repeating in mild accents, ** Mes enfans^ 
Von V0U5 igare ! Mes enfanSf Von vous tgare /*'t till a 



• " MUNICIPALITE. 

*' Ud arrete de la miinicipalite convoque la commune dans Tea 
4$ re6lIons> pour dlliberer, conformement a la loi du 20 Mai * 
1 791, & en execution d'lm arrete du dire6loire du departement 
fur la queftion de favoir (i le citoyen dcfigne dans les fcrutini 
ibus le nom de Pierre Manuel; eft un des citoyens cligibles de 
la commune de Paris^ La le6lion du Theatre^Fransais, fans 
doute parrefpe^l pour la loi, lui refufe a Paris ur droit qu'd'© 
croit qu'*i1 a exerce a Montargis, ou il eft depuis un an/' 

f ** My children, you are miflcd ! My children, you arc 
mifledl" 

0^2 Uo\v, 
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blow, qiore fatal than the reft, brought him %reat4i- 
lefe to the ground. 

A few days after thefe difgraceful fcenes, Manud 
was chofen a member of ^he Convention, where he 
joined the Moderates, a-nd <^ten made the adverfe 
party feel the keen edge of his wit. One day, when 
he was fupporting a motion with his ufual brilliancy 
of dbfervation, Legendre called down from the top 
of the Mountain, <* AUons^ il faut decriter que Ma-- 
nuil a de Vejprit.'* ^^^ II vaudroit mieux^^ rejoined Ma- 
nuel, " decriter que je Juts une bete, Legendre aurok 
alors le droit de nC aJJ'onuner.* Legendre was a butcher^ 
and at that time was thought to-be attached to the 
murderous principles of Marat's fchool. 
\ Manuel continued to oppofe the violent decrees 
which too often paffed in the Convention, till fome 
particular point, preparatory to the death of Louis 
XVL was put to the vote. Finding it determined 
againft the devoted monarch, he fuddenly rofe, and 
exclaimed aloud, *« I muft go out of this hall, in or- 
der to breathe a purer air." He retired accordingly, 
and, on the following day, refigned his leat.t 

\ Unable 



* Almoft all the merit of this excellent repartee eraporates lit 
a tranflation : ** It.ought to be voted,""' faid Legendre, ♦* that 
Manuel is a man of wit/'—** It wonld be better to decree," re- 
joined Manuel, ** that I am a heafty as Legendre will then be 
entitled to knock me down." 

f Pages, a iPrench writer on the events of the Revolution, 
aflerts that Manuel received fifty thoufand crowns for the ran- 
fom of Madame dc Lamballe. He obferves alfo, that the un- 
happy Louis was fiatter<;d both by him and Kcrfalnt, that hi« 

'^ - life 
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Unable amy longer to aflift the unfortunate LoqIbi 
within- the walls of the Convention, he undertook to 
ferve his caufe with the nation at large, to whof* 
feelings he made a powerful appeal, in a letter 
which appeared' in the yourfial de Paris, and was in- 
deed confidered as the moft mafterly of all his prO'* 
dudtions. In confeqnence of thefe efforts to fave the 
King, he was accufedof having (uffered the^unfortu* 
nate Marie Antoinette to pervert his principles — ^. 
charge, to which his well-known devotion to the 
fair-fex, the opportunities of feeing the Qiieen, given 
by his (lation in the Municipality, and the perfonal 
icdu£lion (he was fuppofed to employ, afforded fome 
colour of truth* But it is more probable that, like 
many other men- of Wronger paflionfi than judgpnent, 
he was unable to fepara^e the abufe and violation of 
liberty from liberty itfelf, or to diftinguiOi the acci- 
dental and momentary misfortunes that attended its 
progrefsr frooL its eifential and^ permanent ad van-' 
tages. 

Be this as k may, it iscertain that his political 
opinions had undergone a remarkable change ; for 
the ardent friend of a popular government was now 
become a decided Royalift.* 

nfe fliould be fafe, if he would write to the King of Pi*uflia to * 
retire from the French lerritory. Petion was conceived 19 have 
made the fame promife, becaufe the King exclaimed, »-*• Surely 
Manuel, Petion, and Ker(aint, did not vole for my death T'" 

* At the time licre referred to, the lady who is the fubje6l of 
a preceding anecdote, told her friends, that Manuel was become 
le I'lus grand Arifocrat pojphle. 



=y. 



34t^ LEGENDRE. 

When, under the finifter aufpiees of RobcfpierrCy 
the fun of phil^^ophy and freedom was fetting fad, 
and the irivnnphii^ Mouniain threw its dark (hadow 
over the whole Republic^ Manuel once more retired 
to Montargis ; but the daggers which he had fpoken 
fiill rankled in the hearts of the tyrant and his aifaf- 
fms. He was accordingly dragged forth j brought 
before the Revolutionary Tribuijial ; condemned, of 
courfe ; at>d guillotined, on the 17th of November^ 
1793, in company with generaU Houchard and 
Brunet. 

The amateurs of executions obferved, that he cn* 
deavoured to ha(ten the fatal (Iroke ^ and thence in- 
ferred a want of courage, in the fame manner as they 
did from the relu£lance with which it was encoun- 
tered by Madame du Barre, and fevcral other victims. 
It is difficult, however, to underhand how a fimilar 
conclufion can be drawn from premifes fo oppofltt. 
It will, perhaps, appear to others, that there is, at 
lead, as much real courage in advancing the mo- 
ment of a painful ceremony, as in that forced com- 
pofure which difgnircs the dread of dcftruflion, na- 
tural to every thing that lives and breathes. 

LEGENDRE. 

The Mountain {2is it was metaphorically called) 
of the late National Convention of France, proved, 
in reality, a Jarpeian Rock to many who afccnded it. 
Lcgendre was a Mountaineer, and placed himfelf 
near the very apex. He is, notwithftanding, one 
among the few who have efcaped tfie civil war which 
broke out among the pattioU themfelves. 



^Cgendre wa^ formerly a butcher, in St. M^tinV 
ftreety Paris. His elevation to the rank of a Re- 
prefentative of the French people, is one of th« 
ftriking phenomena in the Hiftory of the Revolution; 
not only with refpedl to the Angularity of the cir- 
cun)(lance» but to the uncommon (bare of abilitiesi 
and the appearance of liberal educatioUj wrhich h^ 
has, on all occaflons., exhibited. 

His firft appearance on the revolutionary ftage wa$ 
on July II, 1789, the day on which Neckar took 
bis departiire from Paris. The difmiflal of that po- 
pular Minifter tilled all France with con(lernation ; 
the ihop» and tfaeatrejs in Paris were fhut.up,.atnd the 
people paraded the ftreets. wiih the l^ufts of Neckar 
;ind Orleans covered with black crgpe* 

Legendre was one of the leaders of thefe patriotic 
proceflions^ and diftinguifiied himfelf a few days af- 
terwards by an harangue which he made to the peo- 
ple, urging them to oppofe the Prince de Lambefcp 
(who had been difpatched with his regiment of ca- 
valry to fupprefs the infurredion) to break into the 
Hofpital of the Invalids, in order to procure them- 
ffclves arms, and to unite in one great effort for the 
demolition of the Baftille. In every commotion, or 
important movement of the people, which afterwards 
took place in Paris, Legendre appeared as the chief 
ador. He took great pains to recommend it to the 
citizens to proceed in a bo<ly to Verfailles on the fa- 
mous 6th of OSober, lyt'g ; he urged them to pre- 
vent the departure of the King's aunts for Rome ; to 
ilop his Majefty, on his propofed journey to St. 
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Cloud, in the Eafter of 1791 ; and it was healfo* 
who planned the Celebration of the National Fete in 
the Thuilleries, after the King> return from Varen- 
nes. Another confpicuous a£l on the part of Le- 
gendre, during this period, was his obtaining for the 
execrable Marat, an afylum againft the perfecutions 
he fufFered, for having been one of the leaders of th« 
multitude, who, on July the 27th, I79i> refortcd to 
the Champ de Mars^ to draw up a petition to the Na- 
tional Alfembly for the abolition of Royalty, On 
this occailon he prepared for the terrified culprit % 
fubterraneous abode, in which he was afterwards en- 
abled tafecrete himfelf from profecutions 00 account 
of his incendiary publications. 

The merits of Legendre had been too confpicuous 
to be overlooked at the time when the Primary Af- 
femblies were cdnvened in Paris, for the purpofe of 
tlefting deputies to the National Convention. He 
was, therefore, unanimoufly elefted by that de- 
partment ; and as votes were not then bought and 
fold, he had three times as many as the rich Duke 
of Orleans ! 

H was ftated in a pamphlet, publiflied in Paris 
about three years ago, that Legendre being one night in 
the chair of the Jacobin Club, was fo far tranfported 
with the furor of enthufiafm as to exclaim, ** Moi^ 
je manger ois le cceur (Tun Arijiocrat,'' — " I would de- 
v<5ur the heart of an Ariftocrat.*' A phrafe which, 
according to the author of the pamphlet, was truly 
worthy of a butcher. 

The Count de Montgaillard, in his work, entitled 
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" The Tear 1795," fays, that much about the period 
afrove alluded to, Legendre was heard to declare, 
•* /« the whole Roman hijlory I have found only one 
principle capable of being applied to the French Revolts 
iion ; and that is the well-known wijh of Caligula, Moft 
frohaUj the Emperor referred to that part of the Roman 
people which was poffejfed of property. If he didy we 
ftjall dare to pra3ife what he fcarcely dared to wijb. Two 
decrees more, and all the poffeffors of property in Franc-e 
fhall hafoe but a jingle heady which we will cut off at one 
Jiroke.*^ Thefe two aflertions, we fhould hope, for 
the honour of human nature, are deftitute of authen- 
ticity. They appear indeed to be improbable, inat 
much as they are inconfiftent with the received ch»^ 
rafier of Legendre, and with other more liberal fen- 
ti men ts ex p reded by him on fubfcquent occafions.- 

This deputy had, by fome means, incurred the diC- 
pleafure of Robefpierre. His wife died two months 
before the execution of the latter, from the mere ef*- 
feS of terror, as the name of her hufband was knowQ 
to be fet down in the tyrant's black book, Legendre, 
Tallien, Lecointre, and three other legiQators, had- 
not flept in their own houfes for fevcral weeks pre- 
vioufly to that event, apprehending a vifit from the 
fatelliies of the ufurper; and whenever they with- 
drew from the Convention, they found it neccflary 
to take various precautions to fruftrate the vigilance 
of the fpies appointed to watch them. 

He heartily united with the party of the Thermic 
doriansy fo that, during the whole period of the re- 
adlion of that party, he was a bufy member of th» 
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Convention. He made a great number of fpeechef^ 
all of which were perfuafivey and full of that eafy and 
natural eloquence which can never be acquired by 
lludy. There was not a fingle fitting of the Conven- 
tion, during the winter of 1794, and the fpring of 
1795, in which Legendre did not exhibit fome proof 
of his political and oratorical talents. 

Alluding one day to the (lyle of Barrere, who had 
f refented a memorial to the Convention, *' / eqfily 
re cognize y*' faid he, ** in that language ^ the patois of 
crimes,*' Speakingi* on another occafion, of the po- 
licy of the young King of Sweden, who had fent his 
ambafTador, the Baron de Stael^ once more to Paris, 
and whofe lady had held, while they were on their 
journey, long conferences with the Prince of Conde, 
and other emigrants, in Switzerland : ^^ The Baron 
de Stael would be much more welcome in Paris^^' faid he, 
^^ if he did not bring with him the enchant refs, Circe, 
who intends to transform us all into hogs." And when 
the arch-Jacobin, Duhem, in the fitting of the lath 
Germinal, exclaimed, " tiat the French reprefentation 
was vilified by that vile demagogue^ the butcher of 
Paris!'' Legendre replied, <* // appears^ then^ that I 
have Jiained my hands with the blood of irrational ani* 
mals ; / havcy however, at no time, Jacrificed human 
victims to the execrable idol of the yacqbinsJ* 

A thick and portentous cloud bt)ded ruin to the re- 
putation and fertunepf Legendre, in the autumn of 
1795. He was accused, by the public voice, of hav- 
ing fold many of his votes and fpeeches, in compli- 
ance with the intreaties of Mademoifelle Contat, the 
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Celebrated adrefs, in the theatre La Rue Feydeau^ of 
whom he was enamoured ; of having acquired an im- 
menfe fortune amidil the viciditudes of the Revolu- 
tion ; of having, once more, efpoufed the Jacobin 
interefty by. his motion for the deliverance of the, im- 
prifoned Terrorifts ! and, laftly, of having formerly 
taken an afiive part in the ferocious maflfacres of the 
ad and 3d of September, 1792. 

He replied, however, to all thefe charges with- 
much firmnefs, and proved that his reputed attach- 
ment to Mademoifelle Contat was a fabrication of 
the difafftiSled ; that his fortune, as he could fliew 
from public and authentic documents, had been di-* 
minifhed 10,000 French pounds by the events of the 
Revolution ; that the deliverance of many of the 
perfons imprifoned was an a<St which juftice called'' 
for, feveral good patriots having been branded with 
the name of Terrorifts in a moment of general fer- 
mentation ; and that, during the bloody days of^ 
September, he was occupied with his own private 
concerns in the northern parts of PIcardy. 

He alfo addrefled a letter to the Journalift, Real^^ 
in which he points out as the author of all thefe ca-* 
lumnies, a Spaniih adventurer, of the name of Mzr- 
chennay who, having been exiled from his native • 
country, had taken refuge in France. This Mar^ 
chenna was foon afterwards baniftied by the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety^ and accompanied by a^ 
g-uard of the gendarmerie, till he reached the fron- 
tiers of Switzerland. 

I^egendre remained, by lot, in the new legiflature, ^ 
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and, being qualified by age, took his feat in the 
Council of Eld^s,* and died foon afterwards. In 
this afTembly he did not figure as a confpicuotis 
member,' becaufe the new order of things afforded 
little occafion for any difplay of popular energy. 
When he rofe up one day to fpeak in his wonted 
manner, he was heard without emotion, and Lanjui- 
iiais took occafion to Remind him of the different cha- 
Ta£lcr of the auditors. Since, therefore^ it has been 
lately the fafhion in F'rance to pay refpedl to /what- 
ever fparkJeSf whether folid or not, this Democrat 
ivas feldom heard to make what may be called a 
fpcech. 

On all great queftions he voted on the fide of po- 
pular freedom, from a belief that the people ♦can 
never be too free ; that their happinefs depends upon 
that freedom ; and that where it is abridged, or at- 
tempted to be abridged, feditions and rebellions are 
excited. Whatever knowledge of mankind Legen- 
dre pofTefled, has certainly not been obtained from 
books. He indeed had no opportunities to read 
them ; he was the pupil of Nature alone, and 
evinced this pleafmg truth, in. favour of fuch as 
may not have had what is called a learned educa^ 
iion^ that ** to know a little well, may anfwer all 
the purpofes of our nature and our wants." Legen- 
dre alfumcd and difplayed great firmqefs and con- 
ftancy ; but he never affedled Kojhlne. He exhibited 
a very Jiriking example how much, and how foon it 
is poflible to acquire the reputation of a good fpeaker, 

* Dec. 13, T797. 
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by indulging thofe fentlments alone, whicH truth atid 
the amor patria infpirc. 

In the late ftruggle for preponderance between 
the Executive and Legiflative Powers, Legendre may 
be faid to have been anxioufly vfratchifig the beam, 
rather than paffionately throwing his weight into 
either fcale. His private opinion, however, is faid to 
have been more favourable to the ConAitution of 
1793, ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^f ^795i thinking with Paine, and , 
many others, that to require a qualification to vote 
for a reprefentative, is but another w^ord for legal 
ufurpation. 

Legendre was about fifty years of age, above thi 
middle fize, with ftrong mufcular limbs; he had a 
piercing eye, was marked with the fmall-pox, and 
had a fair and florid complexion. In his manners 
he was obliging, polite, and pleafant. 

DUBOIS GRANGE, 

Was born within the pale oi Ariftocracy, but, 
luckily for him, his family was deprived of its titles 
of nobility in the year 1762, it appearing that it had 
ufurped the privileges of that clafs. Having been 
for three years adminiflrator of his native province, 
he was eleSed, in 1 789, a deputy to the Third-Eflate^ 
in the firft National Aflembly. 

He foon exhibited, in his capacity of legiflator, the 
natural energy of his charadler. Toward the con- 
clufion of a fpeech which he made in the hall of the 
Tier$ Etatf relative to the difpute with the two pri- 
vileged orders, be made ufe of the f olio wing eK^^&C- 
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lions: ** Do you not fee," exclaims he, "that, un- 
der the appearance of reconciliation, each prefer ves 
its di(lin£live chara^lers in the two refrai^ory or- 
ders — that of the nobility, wifhes to rule — that of the 
clergy^ continues to be hypocrites, while the court, 
as ufual, endeavours to corrupt. Let^us immediately 
organize ourfelves. Every delay is a crime againft 
the nation." 

Being afterwards appointed to the War Commit- 
tee, he publifhed a work upon the re-organization 
©f the army, in which he expreffcd a wi(b, that the 
officers might be chofen from among the privates, 
and (Irongly enforced his obje£lions againft the old 
mode of recruiting. The army is indebted to his ex- 
ertions for its increafe of pay, as are alfo the inva- 
lids, for the additional comforts they now enjoy. 

Dubois Crance was one of the original fupporters 
of the famous Breton Club, fince better known under 
the name of the yacohtnsj and firft projedled by Lan- 
juinais. He was, at that time, not only in the af- 
fembly, but in the club, one of the warmeft fupport- 
ers of the conftitution of 1790- In the latter part, 
however, of the fitting of the firft affembly, he was 
prevented from aSing by a fevere illnefs, brought on 
by the lofs of a beautiful wife, and fome other fevere 
domeflic calamities. 

In the National Convention he became a Moun- 
taineer, and a warm friend of Robefpierrc, whom he 
confidered as the Cat© of France. He is alfo faid to 
have difgraced himfelf by abetting the cruelties prac- 
tifed by Collot d'Herbois, at Lyons. Nor waa his 
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{>ofterior'condu£i, in that place, approved of, whea • 
he waaon miflioi^, in conjundion with Albite"*^. In 
1795, when the affignats were in very low credit^ 
he propofed tO'the National Convention a new emif- 
fion of themy^ with the infcription, affignats ar death, 

Dubois Crance was lately fent, by the Diredlory, 
to the armv of Italy, to exhort the foldiers to remain 
faithful to the Republic, and to oppofe the fpreading. 
difpofkion in favour of Royalty. It is thought, in 
Paris> that the threatening addreflis of that army 
were of his compofition. 

CAMILI<E DESMOULINS, 

A fprightly and handfome young man, becanY# 
what an Italian would call the Rinaldo of the Revo- 
lution. It was he, indeed, who, on the 14th of July, 

• He w8 denounced Jn the Convention by Couihon, while the 
.latter was in the very zenith of his influence, and was expelled 
to have been fent to the guillotine. Robefpierre, his old friend, 
vras filent on the occaiion, and its apprehended effefls therefore 
vaniOied. One unfavourable word from him would have doom<- 
fd him to perdition. 

This denunciation againft'Dubois Crance, was founded upon 
bis fuppofed ina6livity during the fiege of Lyons, and he was re- 
called at the inftance of Couthon, although tke place furrender- 
cd fix days after : thus General Dobbet reJiped the glory which 
his predeceflbr was entitled to. 

A Frenchman, lately an emigrant here, aflTerts, that when 
Dubois was fent as commiflioner to Rennes, he ordered the ba- 
tallion of children to flioot the Chauam, in order to accuftom 
themfelvei to ** republican fiimnefsr' 

This conduft is too atrocious to be believed, on the mere aC» 
icrtion of the perfon who made it. 
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1789, by leaping upon a table, in the Palais Royaf^ 
XTith two piftols in his hand, and by holding the na- 
tional cockade^ firft gare the people the fignal of 
liberty, and decided the capture of the Baftilie. 

In the National Convention, Gamille was as po^ 
pular, and as much beloved, as Barnave had been in 
the Conftituent Aflfembly. He wras defcended from 
an ancient famiily, celebrated all over Europe for the 
number of learned men it has produced, and efpe^- 
cially for th^ Hluftrrous Civilian Charles Defmon* 
lins, who flourifhed about the clofe of the 16th ctn*- 
tury, and who, from his learned and voluminous 
works, treating of royal jurifdidion and the canon 
laws^ was called thejcourge of the court ofRome^ 

D'efmoulins was fcarcely ^7 years of age at tJie 
time of the convocation of the States-General ; af)d 
it was generally underftood in Paris, that, had not the 
Revolution taken place, he would have been appoint- 
ed one of the King's advocates in the Parliament of 
Paris, a dignity which had been conferred fucceffive- 
ly upon many of his anceftors. But the Revolution 
opened To vaft a field of exertion, and afforded him 
the profpedt of fo great a degree of glory, a degree 
which it would have been difficult for him to ac- 
quire under the ancient regimen^ whatever might be 
his (lation, rank, or pretendons, that he renounced 
his early profpefts, and gave himfelf wholly up to th<p 
revolutionary mania. 

No fooner had the Stat es-Gieneral converted' tbem- 
felves into a National AfTerably, than a general en- 
thufiafm; in favour of liberty^ ele&rified all ranks of 
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men in France, particularly young perfons of a it-> 
beral education. Camille availed himfelf of this op« 
portunity to dire£l the public mind, and became the 
prime mover of the Parifian youth in the grouped of 
the Palais Royal. He firft recommended to them to 
form political focieties, in wrhich fome important to* 
pic (hould be formally difcufled as the order of the 
day ; and although thefe juvenile aflTemblies have 
been often treated whh ridicule, it is certain, that, 
in Paris, they were of wonderful ufe, in kindling and 
maintaining public fpirit among the people. 

Thefe clubs were always direded by Camille, who 
frequently officiated in the capacity of prefident. 
They confided, fometimesi of moveable groupes, af^ 
fembled in the open air, fometimes in the gallery and 
areas of the Palais Royal. Each of them had a pre- 
fident, and a fecretary, who made what the Arifto- 
crats called irregular motions, and difpatched meC- 
fengers to Verfailles, in order to obtain accurate in- 
formation of every thing tranfaSed either at Court, 
•or in the National Affembly. It may not be un- 
worthy of notice, that thefe bands of young politi-. 
cians were, for the moft part, drefled in green coats 
with red collars, a cojiume confidered by vulgar inter- 
preters as an emblem of Hope, 

Camille always appeared in this drefs himfelf, and 
required all the friends of the popular party to wear 
dreflcs of a fimilar defcription. It was at length, 
however, confented to by degrees, that the common 
emblem (hould be a cockade of white, green, and 
red, "and this was the origin of the famous national 
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Iri-cofoured cockade, the invention of which is cojb^ 
fequently to be afcribed to Camille Defmoulins. 

The aflemblage of thefe political circles, in tbt 
Palais Royal, the refidence of the Dbke of.OrleanSr 
jind the union of the white, red, and green colours in 
the cockade, which were the colours in the livery of 
that Prince, gave rife to infinuations, that the vari- 
ous movements were direSed by his fecret influence, 
and that Camille was no more than an agent. It was 
alfo reported that he held no£lurnal conferences 
with the Prince, and with the leaders of the Or- 
Jcans fadiion, at MouJJiuui- the eountry feat of the 
JDuke. Eoi2nded on thefe reports,, feveral fevere 
ftri(3ure8 were publiflied'on his condud, the bftitof 
which were La Jacobiniade^ a fmall poem in the maOf^ 
ner of Pope's Dunciade, and a comedy, entitled Xii 
JSianchiffeufi de Mouffiau (The Wafher-womaa of* 
MoufTeau), ou Let Amours de M, Coco. 

The zeal of Camille for the Revolution was cer- 
tainly fo extravagant, that he expofed his integrity 
to fufpicions among enlightened and moderate per- 
fons. Exclufive of his being the leader of the Pari-^ 
fiao youth in the Palais Royal, and his afTiduities in 
the club of the Jacobins, he undertook, when the 
National AfTcmbly had removed to Paris, the ma- 
nagement of a patriotic journal. His indifcreet 
%i^\y however, carried him fo far (in the 35th num* 
ber) that a denunciation was preferred againft him 
ia the National Aflembly, which was referred to the 
Chateletf where he experienced much difficulty to. 
pbtaia his acquittal.. 

While 
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While under accufation, he prefented a petition to 
the National AfTembly, in the fitting of the 2d of 
September, 1790, remondrating that, prior to his 
denunciaition being referred to th^ Chatektj it ought 
to have been examined by the committee des richer^' 
chesy and that he had no mercy to expe£l from a 
courtly tribunal, which was notorioufly prepoiTefled 
againft him. When his application was about to bt^ 
heard, he placed himfelf in the upper part of the tri* 
bune, with a view to obferve the tranfadions paiSng 
in the hall. After the fecretary had read it, Maloiut^ 
pne of the mod confpicuous members of the AiTcnw 
bly, oppofed it, and moved, that the defendant fliould 
plead his innoceoco before the judge of the Chaukt : 
as, however, he mud be fully convinced of his ow» 
guilt, he would not dare-—" Tes^ I dare! ** abruptt^ 
ly exclaimed Gamille, from the tribune. This ccm-r 
du(^ was inftantly interpreted as an ad of indecent 
temerity, and a breach of the refpe^t due to the Le« 
giilative Body. All the deputies (Urted up at once» 
with fymptoms of indignation, and the prefident 
gave orders for the immediate arreft of the perfoit 
who had made the exclamation. But while the com- 
miffioners of the hall were proceeding to execute th« 
prder, he prudently contrived to make his efcape. 

It is eafy to conceive that fo determined a republi* 
can as Camille, would not be idle during the remain- 
der of the feffion of the Conftituent Affcmbly, and' 
the period of the new Icgiflature,^ from 1791 to 1792. 
On the famous 28ih of July, 1791, after the King 
had been flopped, ia his flight, at Varennes, and 
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Ironght b^ck to Paris, he was one of thole Violent 
leaders who inftigated the people to repair to the 
Champ de Mars^ and invited them to petition the Al^ 
fembly, to declare that the King, by his voluntary 
feceffion, had abdicated the crown, and that monar- 
chy (hould, for the future, ceafc to exift in France. 

This meeting, rt is well known, was declared fe- 
ditious, and orders were ifliied for arrefting thofc 
who had excited rt. Lafayette, accordingly, at the 
head of the national guards, marched to the field, to 
dtfperfe the people, but the chiefs had difappeared'y 
and Camille, with Danton, and others, took refuge> 
as was then believed, at Marfeilles. 

When the National Aflembly was projeded, a 
perfon of the aflivity and popularity of Camille could 
not fail to be nominated a deputy ta it. From the 
meeting of that body, may be dated the beginning of 
his mod ufeful exertions, and of hi€ mod: fplendid 
career. Being the intimate friend of both Robe- 
fpierre and Danton, he was, of courfe, a ftrenuous 
mountaineer. He concurred with them in the abo- 
minable defign of deftroying the Gironde depuiiei^, 
and in the eftablifliment of what was, at that time, 
called xhtfanscuktterie, Notwithftanding this con- 
nedlion, he always adied independently of his power- 
ful colleagues, and never was filent on any opportu- 
nity in which he could be ufeful ; nor was he mean 
enough, at any time, to flatter their vices ami errorsw 
A brilliant example of his independence of mind 
was the defence he publiflied, in 1793, of the un- 
foitunate General Dillon, who had beeii^ denounced 
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is keeping up a correfpondence with the Prince de 
Cobburg. 

The public are indebted ^o him for the Secret Hjf- 
lory of the Brijfoiines^^ a pamphlet which developea 
certain arcana of the Revolutioni during the firft fix 
tnonths of the Republic. 

The club of the Cordeliers had been nearly coeval 
"with that of the Jacobins, nor was- any material dif- 
ference at firfl obferved between them, either in re- 
gard toj-evolutionary principles, or external proceed* 
ings. The former had been eftablifhed merely to 
afford better accommodation to the patriots who 
lived on the left fide of. the river. Ofthefe were 
Marat, Danton, and Camille himfelf, who lived in 
the ftreet of ihe Theatre Frangah^ 

At length, the fatal difference which took place 
between Danton and Robefpierre, broke it up. This 
event was juffly attributed to the ambition of the 
latter, whofe aim was to deftroy^ hy any means^ all 
thofe who enjoyed either credit or popularity, an4 
who were, in confequence a controul uponliis pow- 
er. He founded Camille, and found him, as might 
be expeded from his character, unfhaken in his at- 
tachment to Danton. The tyrant refolved, there- 
fore, to facrifice both of them; and as the pretext 
which he made ufe of to get rid of Danton was 9f 
calumny at which common fenfe revolted, fo that 
which he adopted with regard to Camille was truly 

• This was read before the Revolutionary Tnbiinal, as con- 
tain in|r heads ot accufation agalnfl the anfortunate deputies, 
but dlfsivowed by Caaiillc. 

ridiculQu^* 
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ridiculous. The old ftory was again fcrvcd tip of 
his being an Orleanift : it was aflerted, that fie had 
iigured the revolutionary fyftem by his late periodi- 
cal works ; and had covered, one night, with black 
crape, the taMe of the rights of man, at the club of 
the Cordeliers, &c. A report on thefe Angular ac- 
cufations was made to the National Convention by 
St. Juft, one of the members of the Committee of 
Public Safety* 

After the pafling of the decree of accufation, Ca- 
tnille was fecured in the Luxemburg, where the pri- 
foners were not allowed any open communication 
with each other. He had fcarcely an opportuuky 
to write to his wife, and was frequently heard t» 
€xclaim^ tFhy has Robefpierre forjaken me ? I never 
merited fuch treatment from him! After a confine- 
ment of about two months, he was tried ^nd con- 
tlemned at one fitting, by the bloody Revolutionary 
Tribunal, and foon after conveyed to the fcaffbld, to- 
gether with Danton, and others of his colleagues. 

The laft moments of Camille were attended with 
no particular circumftance, unlefs we may notice his 
dy4ng in the belief of the tenets of the Chridian re- 
ligion, to which he had been always attached. Be- 
ing aiked how old he was ? he replied, with his wont- 
ed wit and plcafantry, / die in the fame age in whi<h 
tur lordj our fat her ^ our ntafi^r^ that true republican f 
that truefanuuJottey Jefus Chriji^ was executed. By thi$ 
he meant to fay, that he was in bis 33d year. 

P£aiGOtD 
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PSRIGORD BE TALLEYRAND. 

T*hc Abbe Pcrigord de Talleyrand, ci-devant bi- 
^op of Autun, in Burgundy, is defcended from one 
of the mod illuftrious families in France/ a houfe 
coeval with monarchy, and related, by the female 
lipe, with that of Bourbon. A difaiFefled clergy^ 
man, in a pamphlet againft religious innovations, 
endeavoured to injure the bifliop, by ftyling him 
^ The athiefl priefiy who difgraces the name of Per!-' 
lordr 

As the Bifliop of Autun was, t)y birth and digni* 
ty, enabled to exercife much authority over the in- 
ferior clergy in the Affembly, fo he was endowed 
with uncommon talents, knowledge, and adivity, to 
fupport his fituation. He alfo poflefled frequent 
opportunities of evincing his fuperior learning. 

His celebrated Reports made in the name of 
the Conftitutional Committee, on the fubjed of 
Public In(lru£lion, on the loth, nth, and 12th of 
September, 1791, were afterwards printed, by a de- 
cree of the Affembly. 

M. Perigord, or as he is now called, M.Talleyrand, 
in his capacity of a revolutionary patriarch, was ap- 
pointed by the municipality of Paris to officiate pon- 
tifically in the fplcndid ceremony of the National 
Confederation, on the 14th of July, 1790, in the 
Champ de Mars. He appeared at the head of more 
than two hundred priefts, drefled in white linen, and 
adorned with tri-coloured ribands. When about to 
officiate, a dorm ef wind took place, followed by a 
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deluge of rain ; he proceeded, however, in the cele- 
bration of the mafs, without any regard to that event, 
and afterwards pronounced a benedi£lion on the roy- 
al ftandard of France, and on the eighty-three ban<» 
ners of the departments *which waved around it, be*, 
fore the altar. 

In the civil conftitution of the clergy, it was dc* 
creed, that, according to the ancient difcipline of the 
church, the confecrationof bifhops, in France, fhould 
for the future be performed by the metropolitans^, 
and other bifliops. This regulation was a fatal blow 
to the court of Rome, and it required the firmnefs of 
mind peculiar to Talleyrand to carry it into execu- 
tion. He was the only epifcopal dignitary who of- 
fered to confecrate the new conftitutional bi(hop of 
Verfailles. This brought forth the famous monitory 
from the Pope, of the 13th of April, 1 791, who com- 
plained loudly againft the Bi(hop of Autun, as an 
impious wretch, who had '< impofed his facrilegious 
hands on the intruding candidate." 

A man like M. Talleyrand, whoJiad relinquifhed 
all the prejudices of his rank and order, could not 
fail to create many enemies. Lampoons, pamphlets, 
2(c. flocked againft him from every quarter. The 
chapter, and the fecular and regular clergy of Autun, 
exhorted their ^hief to return to the faith of his fore- 
fathers : the canons of another diocefe wrote a pe- 
riodical work, entitled, La SeSfe des Talleyrandijies \ 
and a clergyman, who was alfo a good poet, termi- 
nated one of hiS odes with thefe two lines ; 

«* Vn 
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** Un G:egoire a lete idlote, 
** Et un Autun Anticreticn." 

Thefe attacks might have been the refult of the 
hatred conceived by the higheft ranks of fociety 
againft the bifliop, on account of his patriotifm. — 
Thp truth, however, is, that he incurred fome cen- 
fures from the patriots alfo. He was charged with 
being a friend to the Revolution, only becaufe he had 
led an irregular life previoufly to it, and had a great 
many debts to difcharge < and it was infinuated, that 
he received immenfe fums from the Court, to exert 
his authority over his colleagues to obtain for the 
King the abfolute veto. 

Soon after the conclufion of the Conilituent Af- 
fembly, M. de Talleyrand was Cent to England, in 
the capacity of a fecret negociator, either to avert th« 
war, or conclude an alliance between Great Britain 
and France. He was compelled, however, in a fhort 
time, to leave this country, in confequencfe of the" 
alien bill. The increafing fyftem of terror, in France, 
and a report that fome documents had been found in' 
the Thuilleries, after the loth of Auguft, relative to' 
the bribes paid by the Court, on account of the vetOp. 
prevented him from returning thither, and he fet fail 
for America. 

In 1795, as foon as the Convention had pafled z 
law for recalling thofc emigrants who had fled from 
it after the 2d and yi of September, he tranfmitted 
a petition to the Committee of Public Safety, re- 
quefting permiflion to return, and early in the next 
jfear he arrived in France. 

Vol. I. R W^t^ 
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* He was appointed firft a member, and, foon after- 
wards, one of the fecrctaries to the National I nfti- 
tutc in Paris*. In one of the public fitiings^of the 
1^(1 winter, he prefented a memoir, proving the ne^ 
ceffity of a new commercial treaty with the Ameri- 
can States : the Paris papers ftated, that this differ- 
iation was the refult of his inquiries on the fpot, du- 
ring two years* refidence, and that it contained a 
great many new obfervations relating to the future 
profperity of the Republic. 

On the difmiflal of G. la Croix, in June laft, Tal- 
leyrand was appointed Minifter for Foreign Afiairs ;* 
and, if we are to give credit to a French periodical 
writer, a very laughable fcene took place, in the hall 
of the Diredlory, foon after his nomination to tHe 
miniftry. " The Bijhop of Auiun (fays the journalift) 

m 

With his blue national uniform^ andfabrey prefented t$ 
his fnajiersy one mornings the envoy of the Popey and th4 
ambaffador of the Grand Signor,^* 

The conduft of the Ex-ALbe^ in a recent negocia- 
tion with the American Minifters, has cxpofed him 
to great cenfure, more efpecially as tX. Y. Z. ap- 
pear to have been known to him, and, if we are to 
give credit to the hitherto unimpeached honour of 
one of the Plenipotentiaries, acSed under his imme- 
diate diredion. 

• He foon after preiented a work to it, entitled, ** Des Tra- 
vaux de la Clafie des Sciences, Morales, & Polijiques." 

•f- Certain male and female intriguers, fo denominated, in the 
printed correfpondence, who infilled on a fum of money as the 
Jine qua mn of the treaty. 

It 
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It appears, indeed, from a letter, publiflied moft 
probably at his own requeft, that the fubjeft of a 
loan was ftarted by the minifter himfelf ; and furely 
the .idea of a free state piirchafing/ir^/Wwr/} by 
means of Batavian infcfiptions, is a very equivocal 
fpecimen of political morality ! 

FOUQUIER TIHVILLE. 

Without fuch an inftrument as this in the charac- 
ter of accufateur public (attorney- general), the defigns 
of the tyrant Robefpierre mud always have remain- 
ed incomplete. Appius Claudius himfelf was de- 
firous of preferving due form in the proceedings of 
the courts of juftice: but our own country furnifhcs 
us with an inftance, in the adminiftration of a Jeffe- 
riesy how much evidences and juries may be fafhion- 
ed to thepurpofes of r^enge and tyranny. 

This real ame damnee of the chief of the Decem- 
viri, attended upon his mafter every evening, to re- 
ceive inftruftions for difpollng of the accufed the 
next day, on their trial. Sixty, and even eighty poor 
mi ferable "devoted creatures, were often huddled to- 
gether intone a^e cTaccufation (indiftment), although 
it was, {Perhaps, the firft time they had ever feen 
each other face to face ; and fometimes the witnef- 
fes, whether for or againft them, would be interrupt- 
ed in the midft of their depofitions by this faiiguin- 
ary tool, with the remark : ** I dare fay, citizens ju- 
rors, your minds are made up refpe£ling the guilt of 
the accufed.'* To which, being under his abfolute 
diredion, they would reply in the affirmative : oa 

R 2 *ci\% 
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this fentence was paiTed upon them, and in a few 
(hours afterwards carried into execution. 

On the (iril of Auguil, after dethroning the chiefs, 
:and Dumas, the judge, of the tribuna], Fouquier 
was ordered by the Convention to be taken into 
cuftody *• He made an able defence, the chief plea 
of which was, that he could not decline the ofliGe, 
and that he a£ted in obedience to commands which 
were not to be difputed, being the highefl authority 
in the Republic. But being now tried by judges of 
•diifTerent difpofitions to thofe who had before prefided 
in that court, they told him, that 4he commands he 
had received, by his own account, were inhuman, that 
his compliance with them was criminal, and that his 
iife was but a miferable atonement for the many 
thoufands he had fported with, under a falfe appear- 
ance of judice. His condemnation was an awful 
leflbn to. thofe who may hope to fkreen themfelves 
Jrom the penalty of cruelty, under the plea of im- 
plicit obedience. 

The countenance of Fouquier TinviHe was as 
dark as his mind. He was rather tall, of an atrabi- 
larious complexion, and about forty-eight years of 
iige. He was a native of Heronelle, and had been 
an under clerk in the office of the Lieutenant of the 
Police, till the year 1 788. 

* Fouquier Tinville was arrefted Auguft i, 1754, and re- 
mained in prifon until the 7ih of May, j 795, when he wa$ con- 
jieouied, and executed next day, 

GARAT. 



IT the feeds of the French Revolution exifledlrl^ 
the abufes of the government; it is certain, that th^ 
men of letters gave them bioth vegetation and growth ^ 
of thefe labourers^ tite objed of our prefent notice 
is acknowrledged-to h:rre been one of the mod emi-^ 
cent. 

His literary talents and attainments pointed him 
out as a proper deputy for the tiers etcU in the firflf 
National Aflembly. 

He was not aGirondift, or, in other word&, of thaf 
party, at the head of which ftood BriflTot ; although 
he confefles it was to his influence, united with that 
of Condorcet and Rabaut de St. Etienne, that he 
owed his ap{)ointment as a mitiifter of juftice on the 
9th of Odober^ 1792. He was alfo^ in his capacity 
as a man of learningi chofen a commiffary of public 
inftruSion^ apod as honourable and ufeful as any 
in the Republic. 

Being pofTefled of much modefty, he fpoke bu^ 
rarelj in the legiflature, though he wrote a great 
deal in one of the diurnal prints * of that period. He 
jiever was prefident, fecretary, or member of any 
committee ; and this alone Conftitutes a brevet oi ex- 
emption from the imputation of his being an am- 
bitious man. 

He accompanied the French plenipotentiary to 
England, in April, 1792, and aflifted theembaflyby 
his pen ; though, being an eX'Conftituent,\\Q could not 

• The Joii nal de Paiis. 
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fuftain any public charader. He alfo replied to the 
proclamation which was, at that time, iifued by the 
governors of Belgium, in which the principles of the 
French Revolution had been egregioufly mifrepre- 
fented. He had before written a treatife, entitled, 
*"* The Art of conftrufiing Society,*' upon *Mhe 
Reprefentative Syftem," as the bcft form of a re- 
publican government among a great people. Being 
without fortune, and (as he fays) " obliged to live on 
the world,*' he compiled the article in one of the 
Gazettes, under the head Convention, and there it 
was he manifefted that independence of mind which 
has fecured to him fo much efteem, after the paflions 
of his countrymen have, in a great meafure^ fub- 
lided. . . 

His reputation for the love of probity, Qccafioncd 
him to be recently nominated one of th« candidates 
to the vacancy in the Diredlory, in the room of Car- 
not. Thounh he was not elevated to that high poft, 
another important fituatlon was foon afligned to him. 

Tills was the embafly to Naples, whither he re- 
paired ; and on his being prefented to the court, ad- 
drefiTed the King and Qiieen, in a fpecch, the like of 
which was perhaps never uttered before crowned headsy 
in modern times. 

This, of courfe, gave great offence to their Ma- 
jefties, who however concealed their refentment, as 
France was at that moment uncommonly powerful in 
the Mediterranean, and had a large, well difciplincd 
army, on the frontiers. But thefe were not the only 
mortifications to which the king and his confort 

were 
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were obliged to fubmit. The new minifter infifted^ 
that the *' friends of France" flioiild be liberated 
from prifon ; and fuch was his influence at that mo- 
ment, that Medici, one of the ringleaders in the 
late feditions, is reported to have been acquitted by 
the judges appointed to try him. His Majefty is 
faid to have infifted on a revifion of the fentencc, 
which however was fully confirmed. 

The Court ^f Naples, incenfed at the iAterfercnce* 
of the French Minifter, and affronted at the high and 
menacing tone of one of his notes, difpatched a mef- 
fenger to the Diredory, to complain of his condudl^ 
but no fatisfa£lion whatever was obtained. 

He was however recalled foon after, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Lacombe St. Michel, during whofe midioa 
Lord Nelfon's victory occurred* on which the Nea- 
politan cabinet threw off the maik, and commenced 
a new war with the French nation, the event o£ 
which is known to every one. 

BARNAVE^ 

Next to Mirabeau, the moft conspicuous member 
of the firft National, or Conftituent AlTembly, was 
originally a native of Grenoble, and an advocate in 
its parliament. While running fo brilliant a career,, 
his age did not exceed twenty-feven years. It would 
be impoffible for us, even in the compafs of this vo- 
lume, to do complete juftice to the charaSer of this 
extraordinary young man : his hiftory wholly in* 
eludes that of the firft three years of the Revolution. 
It wiU fuffijce for our purpofe, to make a fele£lion of 

II4. ^^ 
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the mod important hSts in which he was the chief 
a£lor. 

On the famous 20th of June, 1789, when the 
National Affembly met in the tennis-court flejeu ie 
faume) at Verfailles, Barnave exhibited, for the firft* 
time, his wonderful powers of eloquence, in a fpeech, 
the obje6t of which was to prove, that there exiAed 
in the King's council an intention to diflblve the 
States-General, and that the Aifembly ought to take 
an oath never to feparate, until the obje£ls of their 
xniflion had been completely attained. 

On the a4th of the fame month, he moved, con«- 
trary to the King's expreCs order, that the fittings of 
the Aflembly (hould be made public ; it being Angu- 
lar, he faid, that the nation fliould be refufe4 admit- 
tance into the national aflembly. He was the chief au- 
thor of thcla^ which was enaAed in Odober, 1789^ 
decreeing, that no bankrupt, or infolvent debtor,- 
fhould become a member of any municipality, or of 
the provincial and national aflemblies. At this period, 
he, however, difgraced his philofophical charaSer, 
Jjy an expreflion, uttered in the heat of debate — d 
Jang etoit il done Ji pur P — Was, then^ that blood f» 
pure? — on an occafion, when moderate men were 
denouncing the airadi nations committed by the Pari- 
fian mob upon the King's life-guards in Verfailles, 
on the memorable night of the 5th of OSober. 

Barnave was perpetually upon the ftage during the 
whole year of 1790. In the fitting of the 12th of 
March, he was the member who moved for the fup- 

preflion of the religious orders What I propoft is 

not 
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ftot for our own lenefit (faid he, with his ufual elo- 
quencc), // is for the benefit of the religious perfons them-" 
f elves ; it is not W€j but theyy who Jiand in need of that 
freedom which they hcn)e fo imprudently alienated. ^We 
ought to abolijh thofe refiraints^ even tf)ough we Jhould be 
hfers by our conduct : I am not propafing a financial ope- 
ration y but a moral and political arrangement. 

The (itiingof the 22d of June was wholly occu- 
pied by Bainave, in oppofition to Mirabeau, on the 
queftion of the power to be delegated to the King of 
making war and peace : his fpeeches on this occafion * 
are efteemed the befl he ever delivered.* 

He was a fteady promoter ' of the emancipation of ' 
the n&groes in the colonies ; and having carried his" • 
point, he wrote fome inftru£\ions on the beft mode of * 
convokifig the colonial afldmbties; His conduft, 
however, in this affair; was highly drfapproved of 
by the French politicians, who imagined, that an un-' 
bounded liberty to the negroes would be fatal to the 
Weft Indifes.- Some of them, who gave Barnave full 
credit for the goodnefs of his intentions, afcribed ' 
his conduft fitftply to his violent patriotifm ; others 
thought, however, that he ought to be judicially con- 
detnned for his ralhnefs. Of the latter Opinion was' 
the author of a pamphlet, entitled, The Portrait of 
the French Legiflators^ publilhed at Paris in the year- 

1791. 

Bariiave, like the greater part oi ihe.conjlituents," 
was attached to a limited monarchy. He was ap-« 
painted by the National Affembly, jointly with La-- 
Wuf-Maubourg, and Peiion, to meet the royal family,' 

R 5 >n\v^w 
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when returning to Paris, after their flight to Va- 
rennes. 

The three deputies were feated in the fame car- 
riage with the King and Queen ; and it was obvious, 
that both of them bedowed upon Barnave fo mark- 
ed a degree of preference, as greatly to exafperate 
the others. This flattering condu£t, aided by the 
winning addrefs of her Majefty, and the afFefling 
point of view in which they appeared, had the efFed 
of converting Barnave to their intereft. In the fub- 
fequcnt ftruggles, therefore, he lent his fupport to 
the royal party, with fo much energy and fuccefs, 
that he obtained a degree of oblivion for the coudud 
of the court in that affair*. 

Upon the conclufion of the feffion of the National 
Aflembly, Barnave was appointed, by his country- 
men, mayor of Grenoble. He likewife married the 
only daughter of a co ifeiller des aides^ of the fame city, 
with a dowry of 700,000 livres. 

He did not, however, long enjoy either dignity or 
fortune. In the year 1794, when a perfecution was 
begun by the terrorifls^ againft all thofe who were 
ccnJiiiueniSy or confidered as well-afFe£led to monar- 
chy, Barnave was feized by the revolutionary com- 
mittee of Grenoble, and transferred to the bloody 
and unfparing tribunal of Dumas, in Paris. His 
behaviour, during his mock trial, was refolute and 



* This occurrence undoubtedly occafioned the lofs of his po- 
puhiity. Hii behaviour towards the royal family foon became 
thejefl of the public, and to every enquiry about Barnave the an- 
fwer was— <« // eft cruelUment atundri aufart dufamiUi r&ralf.:\ . 

highly 



bighly intrepid. 0« the queftron of the prefident, 
why he became a Royalift ? he boldly anCwered — 
^^ I ifjas "the moji zealous advocate of freedom fo long at 
it was founded upon the principles of phihfophy ; hut I 
detefi it^ as a tool of mif chief in the hands of mifcreant^ 
like you " 

This great man was fent to the guilloline on the 
1 2th of April, 1794, in the 33d year of his age. 

Barnave's eloquence is faid to have been the eiFe£fc 
of long (liidy, joined to profeilional prafiice at the 
bdfy and neither natural nor aSeding, efpecially when*^ 
compared with the fafcinating fpeeches of Mirabeau. 
The latter was the orator, the former the xhetorician.. 

Barnave poflefled confiderable perfonal courage., 
In a duel, whichtook place in 1790, between him 
andde Cazales, who had called him a bandittOy the 
feconds reported^ that he waited with great fang- 
froidy and an unmoved countenance, while his anta- 
gonift, ground the flint of his piftol, which would not 
ilrike fire L 

BUOKARROTI. 

Philip Buonarroti, born at Florence, in the year 
1760, was of noble extra£lion, and defcended in ai 
light line from the celebrated Michael Jngelo. ' 

He was educated at the univerfity of Pifa, where: 
he difcovered great energy of mind, and an indefati^ 
gable zeal for ftudy. He addidedl himfelf in parti- 
cular to the cultivation of philofophy, politics, and' 
hiftory. He alfo exhibited a favourable fpecimen 6f' 
his talents by means of diflertations and cffays.on ai 
variety of fubjefts. 
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Thcfc promiring difpofitions ingratiated him with 
the Grand Duke, Leopold^ who made it a point to 
favour all the defcendants of the illuftrious men of 
Florence, and efpecially the families of Buonarroti, 
Vefpucci, and Galilei, whofe ancedors had done fo 
much honour to that Athens of Italy. 

A^ foon as Buonarroti had left the univerfity, the 
Grand Dukp created him a Knight of the order of St. 
Stephen, and offered him a didinguilhed place in his 
court, with a large penflon. He was fully feoHble 
of thefe marks of favour, and aftually accepted the 
order of knighthood, but declined the place at court, 
as it would have been inconfiflent with the profecu- 
tion of his ftudies. 

When the French Revolution took place, Buonar- 
roti was too great an adept in politics not to approve 
of it, and too fmcere to conceal his opinions ; the 
Grand Duke, upon this, exiled him from Tufcany. 
He immediately took refuge in Corfica, with his 
wife and children ; and foon after his arrival began 
to publifli a patriotic journal, entitled, " LAmico 
Mia Liberia lialica ,''—*« The friend of Italian Li- 
leriyr 

The Conftituent AfTembly having finifted its func- 
tions, and the Coifican deputies being returned from 
Paris, Saliceti was glad to find an old friend in his 
native country. 

Not long after this period (in 1792) the fecond le- 
gislature was dilTolved, and a National Convention 
fummoned. Saliceti being eleded to it, prevailed on 
Buonarroti to accompany him to Paris^ where, in his 

opinion^ 
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opinron> his^ talents and labours would be exceedingly 
ufeful to the caufe of liberty. He accordingly re- 
paired thither, was received with the higheft marks 
of efteem by the Republicans, and adopted into the 
famous popular fociety of the Friends of Liberty ^ bet- 
ter known under the name of the Jacobins. In this 
fituation he became intimately connedled with Ri- 
cord, Languelot, Vadier, and many others of the 
Mountain party. 

Three or four mopths after the convocation oi the 
National Convention (in the winter of 1792), an 
infnrrefiion broke out in Cordca ; and it being ne« 
ceffary to fend a commiflioner there with full pow- 
ers, the choice felt on Buonarroti, who was poflefled 
of all the perfonal and local requidtes. He accord- 
ingly repaired to that ifland, and did every thing in 
his power to reftore order, but he proved unfuccefs- 
ful. A confpiracy was formed by the Royalifts to 
aflaflinate him ; and, indeed, he was one night ac- 
tually affaulted by them in his own houfe, add made 
his efcape through a window, amidfl a difcharge of 
pidols. 

Buonarroti was lucky enough to retire in fafety 
from Corfica, and to return to Paris. From his 
known zeal and energy, a new and more dangerous 
commiiTion wasentrufted to him. Lyons was agitated 
by a ftrong counter-revolutionary fpirit ; but the ex- 
ecutive council ftill hoped to be able to eradicate its 
fpirit of royalifm and fanaticifm by fair means, Buo- 
narroti and Maillot, another adive patriot, were 
therefore fent thither as commiffioners. 
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DuFing their journey, this miilion afliimed a more* 
fcrious afpeot, tor the famous Mayor, Ci.allicr, had 
already been, judicially aliaflinated. The fame fate 
was defigned for Buonarroti and Maillot ; and, as 
fooa as they reached the infujgcnt city, they were 
flopped, and carried before the prefident of the rebel- 
lious fej^iions. They were then put tnto prifon, and 
tried. But on the e\'e of the day appointed for their 
execution, CoUot d'Herbois arrived, and the Reputv- 
lican army entering the place, Buonarxoti and hrs 
colleague were faved. 

Buonarroti now entreated Collot d'Herbois that 
he inighfhe (laiioncd in a more peaceable fituation, 
itace he had twice efcaped the danger of alfaffinar 
tlon. Gbllot, there^fore, recommendcch hhn to his. 
colleagues, Ricord and Robcf ierre the Yoimgcr^, 
who were on miflion at Nice, and by ihem he was 
appointed a member of the Military Tribunal of the 
army of Italy 5 but he did not remain long in that 
ftation^ 

In the courfe of the next fpring (Aprils 1794) the- 
Republicans made further conquells in the domi- 
nions of the King of Sardinia, and the reprefcntaiive 
commiiiioners (Ricord and Robcfpierrc the Younger) 
feeling the necelfity of employing, within, thofe new 
acquifitions^ a man acquainted with the Italian lan^- 
guage, and who poifefled fome knowledge of the man-^ 
ners of the Picdmontefe, appointed Buonarroti agent 
of the Republic in all the conquered countries. 

It was in this new fituation that he exhibited a- 
degree of juflicc and diliniereftcdncfs, which ac* 

quired' 
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quired hiai great celebrity in the eyes both of the 
French and of the Italians. Alilioiigh at the head 
of an immenfe adminiftration, he not only proved 
himfelf inacceflible to bribery and peculation, but ac- 
tually expended the produce of all his appointments 
in relieving and fuccouring patriots and foldiers who 
hazarded their lives for their country. Being aiked 
why he preferred poverty to affluence, he replied,^ 
that his only motive in cotrnng to France was to be 
ferviceable to the caufe of liberty, and that if he had 
preferred riches he would not have left his profperous 
fituaiion in Florence. 

The death of Robefpierre produced great changes 
in the French government. A new party arofe^ 
wliich endeavoured to annihilate all thofe who- had 
been in povver during the revolutionary adminiftra- 
tion which preceded. 

In the winter of 1795, orders were ifliied by the 
Committee of General Security to citizen Tureau, 
the reprefentative at Nice, 10 imprifon BiK>narrot], . 
and fend him to Paris. Tureau, who efteemed Buo- 
narroti, could not help exclaiming publicly, ^* Voila 
enc.re une vicfime du Freromfme T* (for Freron wa«, 
confidered at the head of the prevailing party). 

He did this that the order might be divulged, and 
that Buonarroti, having timely notice, might take 
proper fteps for his prefer vat ion ; he even delayed 
executing the coitimands of the committee for ten 
days. His fcheme fucceeded ; and Buonarroti was 
informed of his impending fate. His fecretary ad- 
vifed him to efcape, and convey away the money that 
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was in the cheft of the adminiftration, which amount-^ 
cd to about 300,000 French livres. Buonarroti higWy 
refcnting this advice, replied with firmnefs — " Whf 
Jh&uld I leave fo haje ajiain vpon my <hara3er? Hav9' 
I been guilty of any crime ? I truft I Jball not be pro- 
Jcrtbed while innocent. Should it happen foy have not 
Themijlocles and Camillus undergone the fame fate ? /- 
yield to mydejlinyi and confent to go to prifon^ and await 
the event of my trial,** 

Buonarroti was accordingly feized by the ^^«^<fifr- 
merie^ and carried to Paris. He fufFered the greateft' 
diftrefs in the prifon Du PJef/isy and endeavoured to^ 

< eariv afubfiftence while detained there by teaching 
xnuiic. ' Unfliaken in his principles, he was not dif-- 
couragedby his confinement and diftrefs. <* Ifind^* 

. faki he> ** that Roufjeau was altogether rights when he-^ 
recommended to his Emilus the attainment of fome art^ 
which might prove ufeful to him in time of want, I had 
Jludied mujic for my recreation ; / am notn) obliged to have' 
recourfe to ttfor myfubjijience. * ' 

Buonarroti was confined in this prifon when the^ 
conteft took place between the National Convention'- 
and the fe6lions at Paris. Being^alked whether he- 
did not rejoice to fee the Convention menaced by the; 
fame Royalifts whom the Freronian fadlion had ca- 
refled ? He anfwered, with his ufual patriotifm, *' that 
hefacrificed all perfonal refentment to the public welfare ^ 
and that if the Convention wanted afoldier to fight for the - 
public caufe^ he would readily take up arms in their he -^ 
half although he had experienced the greateji injujitce 
Jrorn them.*\ 

Some 
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Some days prior to the famous r3th Vencfcmiaire, 
a general* amnefty was proclaimed to all the confin- 
ed patriots, and Buonarroti on this was fct at liberty; 
As foon as the new conftitutrort- was organized, 
many bf the mofl zealous of the Republicans fufpeft- 
ed that it was not fufficienily denK)craticaL They 
feared that ariftocracy might, fooncr or later, rear its 
head. They therefore inftttuted a popular fociety in- 
an apartment near the Pantheon, the objeft of which 
was ta watch the condu£k of the government. Of 
this, the fird prefident was the famous painter, Da^- 
Yid ; and BuonarroH fucceeded him. Their meet- 

I 

ings continued almoft the whole winter of 1796, butr 
the DireAoryal length deemed it prudent to fupprefs 
this new club. 

About that time, the famous confpiracy of Drouet 
and Baboeuf was difcovered, and Buonarroti, as well 
as fome other ex-deputies of the Convention, were 
implicated in it. The fcheme of this infurredion* 
was to overturn the conftitutton of 1795, which they 
called thefatrician code of Boifly d'Anglas, and to re^ 
new that af 1793, the true democratic conftitution^ 
founded on the principles of Thomas Paine. The 
dialogue which took place between the prefident of 
the military commtffion, appointed by the Direftory,. 
and Buonarroti was curious^ 

" Did you confpire ?" faid the Prefident. 

** Yes !" anfwered Buonarroti. 

«' What motive induced you to confpire?'* 

'* The love of mankind." 

'* What were llie principles which diredled your" 
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*' The rights cf man." 

<< But did you intend to overthrow the prefent 
conftitution r" 

" Yes ; and till I ccafc to live, I will ever con- 
fpire againft tyrants ; was it wort]) while to (hed the 
blood of two millions of citizens, in order to reftore 
flavery again? Was it worth while^to cruQi the ci- 
Levant, in order to bow to the ci-apris^'* 

" But are you not a foreigner f '^ 

** No man is an alien to the caufe of human na« 



ture." 



During the confinement of Buonarroti, the Prince 
Corfini, ambalTador from the prefent Grand Duke of 
Tufcany, intimated to him, that he would intercede 
with the Directory, and procure him his liber ty> ani 
that his fentence fboukl frmply be baniOimeat from 
France, if he would engage to retura to Fiorence,, 
and refume his foriner rank. Buonarroti replied,, 
that he had relinquidied his rank for ever in Italy ; 
that he was a friend to freedom, and that he wifhed 
to remain in France, to enjoy the vejiigia morientis H^ 
bertatis ! 

This magnanimous and accompli (hed chara<9er 
was afterwards fent, along with the other prifoners,, 
before the high national court at Vendomc. The 
Paris ncwfpapers pafTed high encomiums on the ele- 
gant and philofophical fpecches which he made before 
his judges, notwithitanding which, we learn by pof* 
terior accounts, that Baboeuf and another were con- 
demned to death ; and that the gallant and unfortu- 
nate Buonarroti was fentenced, on the 28th of Mzjy 
to be tranfported vo Guuv\^V 
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JOSEPH LEBO.V, 

Whofe cruelties at Arras, and in the northern de- 
partments of France, rivalled thofe of the fanguinary 
Carrier on the coafts of the ocean, was originally a 
prieft of the Oratory. 

He was afterwards profefTor of rhetoric, either at 
Beaune or Djjon, in Burgundy ; and vicar (cure) in 
the department by which he was eleded a member 
of the Convention. 

In this fituation^ his fanaticifm brought on fo out- 
rageous a fit of madnefs, that it was necelTary to chain 
him down during his cnre* At the RevQlution, he 
had difcarded all the tenets of the Catholics, aad af- 
fumed the title of prieft of the Almighty, which he 
alfo laid afide ; at lad he profeffed himfelf openly an 
Atheift. Such was the fingular progrefs of religious 
opinions in the mind of this fanguinary monfter ! 

It was not till he was fent as commiflion&r of the 
legiflative body, into the department of the North, 
that he difcovered that atrocious difpofition, of which 
the following words, in a letter to the diftrift of St. 
Omer, exhibit an early indication: — ** Do not let a 
fingle rich man, or a man of fenfe, efcape imprifon- 
ment, unlefs he has (hown himfelf a ftrong and early 
friend to the Revolution." 

In the popular focieties he ufed to fay — " Sans cu^ 
Icttes, it is for you that we guillotine ; if the guillo- 
tine be flopped, you will bedeftitute of every thing — 
you will ftarve. It is high time for the fans culottes 
to fupplant the rich." His a(Fe£lion for the poor 
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was, however, entirely forgotten, when, by the fol^ 
lowing curious mandate, he ordered all the inhabi<* 
rants of the village of which he had been vicar, tobcr 
fcnt to gaol : 

" In the name of the French people, Jofeph Le- 
bon, charges the municipal officers of Neuville-la^ 
Liberte, to take into cafVody, and convey to Arras, all 
the males and females who, in 1792, and in 1793* 
did not attend the maflfes of theconftituiional'priefts j, 
a neceflary folly in thofe days." 

At Arras, he had eftabliftied a revolutionary tri- 
burial, the members of which he ufed to imprifon, 
when the fentences they pronounced Kad'not gratified' 
his infttiable thirft for blood. On tRe days of exe* 
cution (his favourite feftivals!) he ufed to run abcfut- 
the ftreets, with the collar of his fliirt unbuttoned,'* 
' ^I'^gg^ng ^ huge fcymitar after him, and crying out : 
** Their feufinefs is d6ne — you will fee them go by 
prefently, in their way to the fcaffbld." After this 
hcconftantly dined with the judges, the jiiTors, and^ 
the common hangman. 

Armed with his long fabre, and with piftols in hir 
girdle, he v^as conftanily flying backward and for- 
ward between Arras and Cambray, accompanied by 
executioners, aguiUotine, abandof mufic^, and pfay- 
ers, who called thcmfelves the revolutionary company.- 
One of the hangmen who had been barbarous enough 
to thruft^a bleeding head into the face of a condemn- 
ed man, ftanding on the fcaflx)Id, was a great favour- 
ite of Lebon's. Sometimes he would come himfelf^ 
to count the heads that had- been cut off; and once, 

?4<i 
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;at ArraSy he harangued the populace out of a window 
immediately over the guiUotine, -while the execu- 
tioner was performing his bloody tafk. 

When the reign of the Terrorifts was over, Jo- 
feph Lebon was one of the chiefs who fufFered the 
puniflimcntdue to their enormous crimes. His own 
head then fell beneath the guillotine, which he had 
fo often fupplied with viftims — a poor compenfatioa 
for the unheard-of cruelties with which he had de- 
folated and terrified the northern departments of 
JranccJ 

THE DUKE DE ROCHEFOUCAULD. 

The blood of the nobles and priefts murdered ia 

nhe prifons of Paris, at the beginning of September, 

1793, was ftill flowing, when that of ^a mor« lllur- 

trious vi£l:im than any of them was fhed, at a diflance 

from the capital. 

This was Rochefoucauld, a ci-devant duK, and 
member of the Conflituent AiTembly, where he had 
often difplayed thofe talents which for two centuries 
pad had been hereditary in his family. He was par* 
ticularly flcilful in finance, and was generally the re-, 
porter of the committee appointed to watch over that 
branch of the public fervice. His conduft was uni- 
formly governed by the principles of. the foundeft 
philofophy, and all his views diredlcd toward the 
.public advantage. 

The Commune at Paris ilTued a warrant to take 
him into cuftody on th& i6th of Auguft ; but he re- 
ceived timely intimation of hiis danger; and concealed 
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himfelf for a fortnight in a little farm-houfc on one 
of his eftates, fituated in the midft of a wood. 
Thinking the ftorm was then blown over, he had the 
imprudence to join his family, at Forges. No fooner, 
however, was he there, than fpies, who, doubtlefs 
had been fcnt in piirfuit of him, gave information of 
his re-appearance to the mimicipality of Paris, by 
whom the warrant for his apprehenfion was renew- 
ed, and the putting of it into execution intruded to 
a man of the name of Bouvard, an inhabitant of Ver- 
non. 

Bouvard repaired to Forges for that purpofe on 
the 2d of September ; but it was not till the evening 
of the following day that he fet off for Gournai with 
Rochefoucauld and his family, who wrei'e alfo taken 
into cuftody. This delay, and the road he took, gave 
room to fufpeft that he was waiting till a band of af- 
fadins (hould be organized. It is certain at leaft 
that he contrived to reach Gournai on a market day, 
as if he meant to expofe his prifonet to the fury of 
the aflbmbled populace. A variety of obftacles con-' 
curring at Gournai, to prevent any mifchief, he went 
on to Gifors, where the moft ignorant part of the po- 
pulace, in conjun6lion with a battalion of national 
guards that happened to be ftationed there, infifted, 
with loud cries, that M. de Rochefoucauld (hould 
be (hewn to them — with what intention, was but too 
well proved by the event. 

Bouvard, without waiting for the crowd to dif- 
pcrfe, gave orders to proceed, as he faid, to Vernon ; 
but it was not long before he difcovered the purpofe 

of 
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of his mind \ for fcarcely had the carriage proceeded" 
a few yards, wlicn he infilled on M. dc Rocliefoti- 
cauld's getting out, and walking before the horfes, 
although it was evident, that the prifoner would have 
been much fafer in the coach, than in the midft of 
the aflallins by whom he was furrounded. 

At the extremity of the fuburbs, he ordered the 
<:grriages and the efcort to ftop ; and in an inftant 
M. de Rochefaucauld was affailed with pikes and 
fabres, and deprived of life, before the face of his 
wife and mother, and in the midft of the conftituted 
authorities of Gifors, of the national guards, and a 
detachment of gendarmerie, — When the latter were 
reproached for defending him no better, they anfwer- 
ed, that his life was not to be faved, and that it was 
very fortunate his family did not (hare his fate ! 

This atrocious murder was committed on the 4th 
of September, 1792, about three o'clock in the after- 
noon. * 

A bale attetnpt has been made to tarnilh the me- 
mory of Condorcet, by infinuating, that he was privy 
to the murder of his benefaflor, but it is equally^ 
cowardly and falfe. 

ALBITTE. 

Albitte is a native of Dieppe, in Normandy. He ' 
was educated for the profeflion of the law, but had 
not time to fettle himfelf in bufinefs before the Re- 
volution took place. 

The grcateft reproach which the ariftocracy have 
cw. on the 'National Convention is, that it confifled,' 
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for the mod part, of young barrifters and attorneys ; 
who, after the firfl and fecond emigrations,^ which 
^prived France of mod of the men of the firft-rate 
talents, found it eafy to proclaim their abilities by 
vehement vociferations and incendiary motions in 
the popular Tocieties. 

Allowing this imputation to be true in general, it 
applies to no perfon more than if does to Albitte. 
Indeed, his principal merit in procuring himfelf to 
be appointed a deputy to the National Conventioo, 
was the zeal and afliduity evinced by him in the poli- 
tical clubs of his diflridl. 

Albitte was a zealous Mountaineer, as well as a Ja- 
cobin, and a Robefpierrift in every fenfe of the word. 
; -During the prevalence of that fadion, he was, there- 
fore, conftantly employed in millions to the South, 
particularly Lyons, Savoy, and Nice. 

He ferved the Republic eflentially while in this 
capacity, and acquired the reputation of a man of 
profound underftanding. He was accufed, however, 
of having been in Lyons, a minifter of the Fuftllades, 
proj'efled by Collot d'Herbois, with having deliver- 
ed the houfes of the ariftocracy in that unfortunate 
city to be plundered by the foldiers — with having 
fubjefltd ihe clergymen in Savoy to a rigorous re- 
fponfibility for all events which had a tendency to 
diflurb the public peace — and with having oppreflTed 
the inhabitants of the county of Nice with the mod 
galling requifitions. 

As foon as the moderate party began to treat for 
peace, the reprefentatives of the people on miflion 

were 
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"wfere recalled to Paris ; and as a terrible day of re-< 
tribution hung over the heads of the Mountaineersi 
Albittc was not likely to efcape. After the revoIV 
of the ift Prairialy a decree of arreft was accordingly 
iflTued againft him and many others of his friend^ 
but being fofply grounded on the circumdance of^ 
their having formerly belonged to the once famous 
Mountain^ it was highly difapproved of, even by tht 
ariflocracy and royal ids' them fclves. Albittewas^ 
length fortunate enough to make his efcape from 
Paris, and to find refuge in his native departU^ient. 

It appeared afterwards, however, that this mea- 
fure was only intended to prevent the Mountaimgrs 
from throwing obdacles in the way of the new con- 
ftitution, which was then preparing, for no fooner 
was the government edabliihed, than a decree of am- 
nefty was publiihed, in favour of all perfons culpa- 
ble on account of their priftine opinions; and the 
genuine republican fpirit of Albitte was fo far ad- 
mitted, that he was appointed, by the Direflory, t 
mayory or prefident, of the municipal commiflion of 
Dieppe, the place of his nativity. 

If we may credit the lately fnpprefled royaliff jour- 
nals of Paris, Albirte was one among the many ftran- 
gers and departmental men who were fummoned to 
Paris to fupport the caufe of the Diredory, and he 
is acknowledged to have been one of the moft a6live* 
Siippofing this true, could any thing be more natu- 
ral than that the Republic fhould be fupported by 
her founders? They are compelled, even in their 
Vol. L S • owi^ 
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own 'defence, to make a common caufe with the Du 
tcAory againft the movements of the£ourboB party* 
Albitte is about thirty-one years of age, tall, and 
%^ell-(h^ped. Iti his hgure, he was one of the heft 
looking men in the Convention. He was remark- 
iible alfo for his eafy and fervid eloqiiehce in the tri- 
bune, and his very obliging manners and polite coa- 
4rerfation in private life. 

DUMOLARP, 

-A natiw of Cairdebec, in Normandy, is defcended 
of a noble family, and was formerly lord of a fmall 
Jetgtiory near Rouen. He became an early profi- 
cient in literature^ made confiderable progrefs in the 
fiudy of civil law, ^nd was endeavouring to procure 
admiffion into the parliament of Normandy, in the 
capacity of a counfeilor, when the Revolution fud- 
xlenly deprived him of that refourcc. 

He had already expended the greater part of his 
fortuncj, and was aware that it was ncceflfaryfor him 
to follow the ftream, if he wiflied to acquire a com^ 
fortable fituation under the new order of things. 
Accordingly, upon the firft breaking out of the war 
in the Netherlands, in April, 1792, he repaired tn 
'the army, commanded at that time by marefchal dc 
Rocharabeau. He was beginning to obtain prefer- 
«ient, when the tranfaAions of the famous loih of 
-Auguft rendered the convocation of a National Con« 
mention necefl'ary. The numbcrlefs emigrations of 
the gentry of Normandy^ and others who had receiv- 
ed 
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ed a liberal education, induced Dumolard to think 
there was a probability of his being appointed a de« 
puty, (hoiild he return to his own department. He 
accordingly oiFered^ himfelf as a candidate, and was 
elefted. 

In a ftatc of great public fermentation, thofe per- 
fons aft the moft interefting parts who poflcfs the 
greateft energy, and fpirit of enterprifo. In fuch 
circumftances, rank and even talents arc littlt at- 
tended to This confideration will account for his 
having made no fplendid figure in the Convention^ 
He merely propofed fome amendments in the new 
conftitution, in the fummer of 1795 ; which, being 
obvioufly diSated by good fenfe, were immediately 
adopted. 

Having continued, by lot, a member of the fourtk 
legiflature, he has diftinguifticd himfelf in it by au 
apparent fpirit of moderation in every motion which 
related either to liberty of opinion and religious 
worftiip, or to the finances and pu1)lic contributions. 

Dumolard, by remaining a member of the prefent 
•Council of Five Hundred, Is one of the old, or lalt 
third. He 'has diftinguiflied himfelf on feveral re- 
cent occafions, by his motions for declaring that the 
foldiers of the army of Italy, in accelerating a peace 
^with the Emperor, had deferved well of their coun- 
try and mankind ; by his eloquent fpeech on' the 
anniverfary of the loth of Auguft ; by his apology 
^or the conftiiuted authorities of the Republic; and 
Jby many other exertions of his talents. 

Dumolard has, however, been always confidered 

S 2 ^^ 
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dS a friend to monarchy ; and he himfelf has not 
icrnpled to acknowledge it. One day, when at tabic 
with fome fclect friends, being aflced, why he aded 
in the council the part of a republican, contrary to 
liis real fcntiments ?-^" The Marquis d'Argens^* an- 
l^vered he, " obfervesy that when the afs /poke to the 
prophet Balaam^ he adapted the language of men ; but 
fhat if the prophet Balaam had intended to f peak to aJJ'eSf 
he would have adopted their language ^ in order /j male 
himfelf underflood'^ Such being his fentiincnts, it is 
not wonderful that he was inchided in the lat%- pro* 
fcription of the royalift parly, which took place on 
.the 18U1 Frudlidor. 
' Dumolard is about thirty-two years of age, of 
Ihort flaturc, long and daik vifaged : he is extremely 
]5olite; and in converfatioa highly entertaining and 
inftruflive.. ^ 

LAFAYETTE. 

The father of this celebrated man, was of a noble 
family, and a colonel' in the French fcrvice. He 
married a lady of the houfe of Chav^gnac, in Aii- 
vergne, and of that marriage was born the Mar^ 
quis dc la Fayette, at tlue caftle ot Chuvagnac, 

Young Lafayette remained not long in Auvergnc; 
for as his father had a magtiificent palace at Paris, 
\vhere he chiefly re Tided, he was there brought up, 
till he was old enough 10 be admitted into the col- 
; lege of Louis le Grand, where hefinidied his educa- 
tion. 

Upon leaving the univerfity, lie entered in the muf- 

queteers 
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queieeri as a volunteer, and married, whilfl he W49 ^ 
in that body, a lady of the celebrated family of No- 
allies, the courageous, unfortunate,' and amiabld 
daughter of the Due d'Ayen. 

Lafayette was nineteen years old when he deter- 
mined to take an a£tlve pari in the ftruggle for Ame-* 
rican 'liberty. No power had yet openly efpo«fc4 
t-he cat! fc, although all of them rejoiced in the revojt • 
of the Britifh colonies, and In (he profpe^l it opefied 
of their ieparat ion from the mot her. country. —La 
Fayette having fecrctly concerted his meafares with 
the American agents in France, was on the point of 
his departure, when they received frefh advices frooa 
America, that the affairs of the Congrefs were in th^ 
moft deplorable fituaiion. On. their rcprefentinjj^ 
that they thought it their duty to difluade b1m from 
his aitempt at fo critical a moment, as he could not , 
fail to be involved in the ruin of the Cpngrefsi 
*' Then it is fa much the more incumbent upon mcy^ ho 
xt^W^^^^ to hojlen my departure'* 

It is well known how nuich his affiftance contri-i 
buted to retrieve ihe affairs of the trans-atlaniic con- 
tinent; how ably his military and political fervicet 
fupported that revolution, and that by means of ihd 
change effeSed in the public opinion in France, ihp 
court of Verfailles at length determined to cfpovf^^ 
the caufe of the Congrefs. To that fingle circwm- 
ftance, therefore, m^y be referred the eftabiifliment 
of American independence. %. 

Lafayette's pecuniary facrifices, on the oocafion, 
were great ; he returned to France for the eK^^;^^^ 
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purpofc of procuring fuccours in fbips, meni mo^ 
ucy, and military (lores^ and refufed any command^ 
till his blood, (bed on the field of battle, and his fuc- 
Ccflcs, had entitled him to it. During the winter of 
1777. 8f a cabal was formed againd Wafliington, and 
Gates, lately made miniiter of war, propofed to La- 
layette, in the name of the Congrefs, to undertake 
the chief command of the northern arn.y ; which, 
by rendering him, at twenty years^of age, tndepen* 
dent of the above general, opened to him the prof* 
pedlof a glorious career. But, faithful to friend- 
ibip, and aware of the fatal confequences of fuch in« 
trigues, he would accept the command only with the 
participation, and on condition of being under the or- 
ders of Walhington. 

After his return to France, he brought an accufa- 
tion, in 1788, againft Calonne, in the aflembly of 
notables, for exchanging the national domains, and 
appropriating millions of their revenues to gratify 
the queen, the count d'Artois, and the reft of the 
court cabal. 

He was the firft who propofed to the National 
Aflembly, the drawing up a declaration of rights^ which 
he did fo early as the nth of July, 1789. A copy of 
this paper was tranfmitted by him to the eleSors of 
Paris^ then aflembled, that it might be read to the 
people, and it was accompanied with the following 
Well-known energetic addrefs: 

•^^ Call to mind the fentimems which nature has en^ 
graven upon the heart tf every citizen \ and which af" 
Jmmn a nrwj^rce^ when recognized by M.-^Fora ne^ 
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tion ta love liberty^ it isfufficient thatjhe knows it\ and 
to be free y it isfufficient that Jhe will it^ On lhi§ 00 
ca(k>n Mirabeau is faid to have felt a pang of envy, 
that another patriot ihould have thus given the firft 
iiint of fo important a proje£l| as that of a new con>* 
ftitution. 

Among the numerous plans of a Detlaration of 
Rights, the moft didinguiftied were thofe of the Ab- 
be Syeyes, M. de Lafayette, and M. Mt)unier ; the 
two laft correfponded very nearly in principle. 

After the recall of Ncckcr, Bailly was chofen may-^ 
or» and the Marquis de Lafayette commander-in- 
chief of the national guards of Paris* 

Oo the famous 5th of October, 1789^ a deputa^ 
tion of the citizens prefented themfdves to Lafay** 
jette, exclaiming, << We will go in (earch of th^ 
King, and bring him to Paris : we mud alfo exr 
terminate the regiment of Flanders, and the body^^ 
guards." Ut received at the fame inftani a letter 
from the municipality, enjoining him to march to 
Verfailles : on receiving this order, he reki£lantljr 
commanded the battalions of the national guards to- 
obey. ( 

The troops, on their arrival at the royal refidence, 
on the evening of the 5th, fought for lodging and 
repofe, and their commander alfo retired to reft.-— 
Early in the morning, however, a horrible train of 
calamities, roufed him from his indifference and fe- 
curity. He Inftantly made every exertion to fare 
the body-guards, and it is believed, if he had not vi- 
goroufly interpofed a& he did, a ftill greater number ^ 

.S4 ^ 
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^f viSisns would have fallen on that difaftrous mor0« 
ing. 

On the grand confederation of the i4ih of July, 
1789, a fpe£lacle unprecedented for'fublimity took 
place in the Champ dc Mars. The King« who had 
been nominatedi for this day alone, to the fupreme 
and abfolute command of all the national guards of 
France^ deputed his authority to Lafayette ; fo that 
,he was oo^that occafion generaliiEmo of no lefs than 
fix millions of armed men! 

On the evening before^ the impolitic flight gf 
Louis XVI) from which event all the fubfequent 
evils of France may be dated^ Baillyy the mayor of 
Paris, communicated to Lafayette his fufpicions^ and 
reminded him how much it was his duty to guard th(t 
Thuilleries. Lafayette on this went to the palacei 
renewed himfelf the watch-word at all the entran- 
ces, and left Gouvion, bis major-general, at the gate 
^ Viflequierj to pafs the whole night there. 

After the return of the Kiijg, Lafayette was be» 
lieved to be reconciled to the Lameths and their 
party, and it was under the influence of that fup« 
pofed reconciliation, that the iinforiunate affair took 
|)lace at the Champ de Mars, The firing upon the. 
tumultuous people was deemed a confpiracy to aflaf- 
fmatc the true patriots, and afterwards proved fatal 
to the life of Bailly, and the reputation of Lafayette. 

In confcqucnce of the events of the 20ih of June, 
-1792, Lafayette, who was then commandant of the 
army upon the frontiers, wrote a menacing letter 
ggainA the indigators of the outrage on the Kingi 
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and'alfo prefcnted himfelf, on the 29th of June, at" 
the bar of the Aflembly, to demand that a profecutioa 
might be commenced againft them, and that the Ja.- 
cobin club (hould be abolifhed ! 

After the loth of Auguft, feveral of his letters 
Vrere found in the palace, conceived to be difcrcdit- 
able to his patriotifm, and which tended not a littte 
to difgrace him in the eyes of the Parifians. His 
name was inferted afterwards in the indidment 
againft Marie Antoinette. He is there called ** in 
every Jenfe of the wardy a favourite of the widow Capet. ^* 
It is certain, however, that he was far from being in 
the good graces of her Majefty ; on the contrary, (lie 
often ufed to fay to her friends : ** Mujl I always 
have thiit coxcomb before my eyes ?" If, therefore, re* 
courfe was had to Lafayette, to anfwcr any purpofi> 
of the court, it wds only becaufe he was commander 
of the national guards. 

Two or three inftanccs may be cited, to prove thai 
the ambition of promoting the caufe of freedom, and 
the improvmeent and happinefs of his country, was 
the only motive that ever aftuated this amiable man. 
When at the he 2d of the national guards, and pof- 
feffing confiderable influence in the revolutionary go- 
vernment, he, more than any other perfpn, prcifcd 
for the organization of a conftitution. Being in- 
formed that the deputies of the confederated national 
guards of France defigned toinveft him vviih the tiil^ 
of their gcncralifUmo, he propofed, that the National 
Airembly (houlcj decree it unconftituiional to com- 
inund the national guafds of more than o;\<£ d\^\^\^v 
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When Bfteen thoufand of thofe confederated national 
guards furrounded himy rending the air with their 
acclamations, he made ufc of thefe words : " Not- 
'withftanding my gratitude to you for your aiFedion, 
1 cannot refrain from an emotion of terror : refervc 
that cnthufiafm for thetaufe of libertyyand that un^ 
bounded attachment only for the laws." 

As foon as the conftitution was finiflied, he refign* 
cd thclmmenfe power with which he had been en- 
irufted ; retired to his e(late> three hundred and (ixty 
miles from the capital, where he refided all felicita- 
tions ; and could not be prevailed, on to leave his se- 
liretnent, till the breaking-put of the war made it his 
<iuty to accept of that fatal command which had 
t>een conferred on him by the unanimous voice of a 
fickle nation. 

It fo happened, however, that he had neither ^imc 
jior opportunity to difplay his milhary talents in their 
full extent : the glory of faving France was referved 
for his rivals in arms. He afted, however, a nobler 
part in difgrace ; for he fcorned, like Dumouriez, to 
capitulate with the enemies of his country. He did 
not deliver himfelf up, but fell into their hands, in 
^confequence of a violation of the law of nations; 
for he was feized on neutral ground, and treated as 
a prifoner of war, after he bad ceafed to be a foldier. 

His imprifonment in the dungeons of Olmutz, re- 
flefts no great honour on the houfe of Auftria *; and 



* It is to he hoped that tlie Miniihrs alone are to be blamed 

in this a-fFair, as it furely could never have cmacd the mind of 

) ouj}^ and amiable Monacc^v. 
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has contributed not a little to explain the true mo- 
tives of thofe monarchs on the continent, who cm- 
barked in the prefent war, under the pretext of fup- 
porting religion, and reftoring order. 

In confequence of a letter from Madame Lafay- 
ette, to a diftinguiflied perfonage in England, a mo- 
tion was made in the Houfe of Commons, bv Gene- 
ral Fitzpatrick, relative to the detention of her huf- 
band ; and fuch was ihe tSkdc produced in this coun- 
tfy> and throughout all Europe, in confequence of' 
the eloquent fppech'on 4his occaiioni^ that a ^period 
was put to his captivity* 

Lafayette* was at length releafed in January ^1797^, 
and was required by the Marqi^is de Chaftiller, to 
fign a declaration, amounting to fomewhat like '%- 
conditional agreement, relative to his enlargement. 
He denied, however, the right of his Imperial Ma-^ 
jefty, to order him to repair to America ; and in the 
article, in which* he agreed never to fet foot*in the • 
hereditary dates, he llipulated, that this (hould not 
be fuppofed to contravene any claim his country had ' 
•to his fervices. 

General Lafayette refides at prefent, with his faj- - 
'mily, in the neighbourhood of Hamburgh, and is 
not yet wholly recovered from the feverities he cx<. 
perienced at Olmutz.' 

LE CHAPELIER/ 

Ifaacle Chapdier was born at Rennes, where hit ^ 
father was an eminent lawyer^ counfellor of the 
dates of Brittany, znAfubjUtut of the general fyndic« 
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of the province ; his family was refpeflablc, and hfe 
.reputation for probity procured him letters of nobi- 
lity> l/vhich were granted him by Louis XV, in con- 
sequence of the demand of the dates. The fon, how* 
•ver, notwithftanding he was a favourite of the court, 
and of the privileged orders, became one of the great* 
eft enemies to the throne, and to nobility. 

Young Chapelier was brought up in the college 
at Rennes, and diftinguiflied bimfelf early by his ex- 
traordinary attainments. He became in due time an 
advocate, and foon obtained the reputation of an ac- 
'Compiiflied orator. His manner abounded in dignity, 
elegance, and grace ; and his ftyle united the force 
of Demofthenes with the. perfuafive eloquence of 
•Cicero. 

In 1789^ he was eleSed deputy to the Conftituent 
Aflembly, and difplayed wonderful powers of ora- 
tory, from its firft commencement. He was foon^ 
ranked, indeed, among its mod celebrated leaders, 
and waschofen prefident : his prefidency was diftin- 
guifhed by the remarkable circumftance, that he was 
the firft in that office who had occaflon to aflume a 
pre-eminence over the king. 

In the beginning of the Revolution, niany of the 
country- feats of the nobility were reduced to aflies; 
this was more particularly the cafe in Brittany, and 
Le Chapelier was ftrongly fufpedled of having been 
inftrumental in the dettruftion of many of them. -^ 
It appeared that he wrote ,a letter to a man of the 
pame of Vales de Loyac; the private inftru6li9ns of 
ixhich.wcre obfc^yed fo well by Jiis coriefpondent^ 
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that he wa&afterwards iroprifoned^^ and would have 
been pumfhed with death, if he had not been prote<3r 
ed by the influence of Le ChapeUerr This fa6l ap- 
pered fo notorious, that the Vifcount de Mirabeau, 
(brother to the great Mirabeau) haviRg a beautiful 
oountry-houfe in Brittany, and being alarmed for its 
fate, threatened Le Chapelier openly in the Aflem- 
bly, and told htm, if his feat were deftroyed, he 
would make him anfwerable for the lofs. 

Le Chapelier experienced the fate of a large 
portion of the founders of the Republic. An ener- ' 
getic republican obferves, '^ that it is a lamentabU 
fad, that the hiAorian of the Revolution fcarcely 
mentions any perfon of importance, whofe fulFcrings 
he has not fubfequcntly to relate." It was peculiar 
in the fate of Le Chapelier ; that he, who, during 
the Conftituent Aifembly, had conflantly fat on the 
left fide, and never fuffered an opportunity to efcape 
him of humbling the nobles and privileged orders^ 
Oiould be afterwards accufed of having confpired 
againft the Republic, with the very men whofecoun- 
try- feats he was fuppofed to have burnt, and to 
whom he had always been a declared enemy. . 

Under the domination of Robefpierre, he was ac« 
cufed of having entered into a plot, with Depremer 
nil, Malefherbes de Lamoignon, Madame le Lepel- 
ticr-Rofambo, daughter to Malflierbes, the ladies De 
Chateau^rilliant, De Rochochoir, the celebrated 
Thouret, and many others, all of them of the 
firft diftinSion. They were accordingly conduced 
to the unfparing guillotine^ on the 22d of A^riU 
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1794., three months before the fall of the deteflable 
tyraDt/who fpilled fuch torrents of the bed blood of 
his fellow-citizens. 

The followidg Latin verfes were written upon the 
death of Le Chapelier. 

^ Cur pcriit vir qui tot tantaque Crimina fecit ? 
^Non fatis ipfe ferox atque rebellis erat. 
Aras (Jeflruxlt, Reg* abftulit ipfe Coroiwm 5 
Crimina quid proiunt ? non Jacobirtus crar. 

Le Chapelier was of a middle ftature, his face was 
oval and flat, and his complexion yellow. Bemg. 
fhort-fighted, he conftantly wore fpeflacles. In his 
drefs he was extremely elegant, and always fafliion^ 
able; being the model of all the beaux at Renncs< 
He wore his hair extremely well curled, and pow* 
dered ; and his hands were loaded with rings, for he 
was never feen without fix or feven of them at a 
time. He was' no lefs fafhionable in regard to the 
furniture of his houfe, andufed to change it as often 
as the mode varied. 

VICTOR. HUGUES. 

A more extraordinary charafter has fcarcely com*- 
manded attention fince the commencement of the 
• French Revolution, than Vi£lor Hugues. He was 
tinknown before the year 1792, except as a fubaltern • 
ofBcer. 

The miferable flate to which the French Weft 

India Iflands were reduced, during the firft year of 

the Republic, occafioned the famous (many fary in* 

fanms) commutee of /aiuf {tt6{ic to fend out cem* 
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toiiHibncrs, with extraordinary powers, to endeavour to 
reftore them to the dominion of the mother country. 
They had been diflevered partly by internal diflTen- ^ 
lions, and partly by the hoflile forces of Great Britain, 

The National Convention had juft pafTed a de- 
cree, declaring, that negro-flavcry in all the French 
colonies was abolifhed ; and that all men, without 
diftinflion of colour, domiciUated in the colonies 
(i. e. fettled as in a home), were French citizens, 
and entitled to all the rights confirmed by the con- 
ftitution. It was for fome time a difpute in the com- 
mittee, whether this fignal decree fhould be commit- 
ted to a general who had already diftinguiflied him- 
felf in the army of the Rhine, or to Hugues, Chre- 
tien, &c. ftrongly recommended by two members of 
the other committers of government, who were ac^ 
quainted with their patriotifm and courage. 

Two other commiflioners were united to Viflor 
Hugues : he appears, however, to have undertaken 
the mod dangerous part of their duty. He put his 
life to the greateft hazard, in carrying the decree 
and his own proclamations. among the revolted ne- 
groes, who had aflembled in vail numbers, in defi* 
ance of all government ; and he had addrefs enough 
to convey them into the Brittdi lines, and thereby 
greatly (hook the attachment of the armed'flaves to 
the Britifti caufe. 

His proclamation was the mod undaunted ftep. 
ever taken ; and to it, more than to any other mea«^ 
fure, do the French afcribe their good fortune in re-- 
covering theix much- tallied iilaud sA QvAdi^o>i^^« "^ 
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Vli£tor Hugues made his landing good at Point 
Petre, notwithftanding a powerful Britiih fleet lay 
within five leagues of it ; and, by a promptitude and 
hardihood which have, perhaps, furpafled any a£lioa 
of an individual fmce the commencement of the Re- 
folution, brought the illand within the pale of the 
republican government. He afterwards carried hof- 
tilities into two neighbouring colonies, and realized) 
by his own (hare of the capjiures, a fortune, it is 
faid, of no lefs than eight millions of liyres. Such 
has been the fuccefs of a commi/Tioner of the new 
government, with tlie ireveif or heal rank^ of gene- 
ral, armed chiefly with a decree of enfrahchifement to 
flaves^, who, though our fellow-creatures^, are im«- 
pioufly pronounced unworthy to receive,.or unable to 
maintain liberty. 

Viflor Hugues has been continued in his com- 
mand) after the fall of his original patrons ; but that 
circumftance arofe ent irely^ from the dlftance of tho 
theatre on which he had been ading. 

He has achieved much, yet he deferves neither 
love nor admiration ; for he may be truly faid not to 
poflefs a fingle drop of the ** milk of human kind- 
ncfs'* in his whole compofition. In the days of Ja- 
cobin frenzy, he might have been panegyrized, as h» 
expelled ; now that phrenzy has pafled by, his coi\- 
du6^, like that of his party, is of courfc devoted to 
the execration of mankind'"'. 

SANTERRE. 



• The following arret, iffucd by Vi6^or Hugues, fiift gave* 
fik to the diff ute« beffcuu Avoi&vvc^ %cvd Frmce., 



( 40I ) 

r 

SANTERRE. 

The hiftory of Mafaneillo, a poor fifherman of 
Naples^ who Suddenly became a commander of 

- 150,000 

* " ■ ■ ... ■ ■ ■ — ' r , 

•* EWALITY I LIBERTY I 

ARRET. 

" The Special Agents of the Executive Dire^ory in the Weft 
ladies'— 

" Conlidering that the ports oC the iilandsat the windward aiui 
leeward^ as well st thofeof Dcmarara, £(&quibo, and Berbict« 
delivered up to theEngliAi, occupied and defended by ibe Emi- 
grant s, are in a date of permanent iiege, and ought not to enjoy 
tbe fame advantages as the ports of the dii&reut Engliih Colo« 
Bies pofltlTed by that power before die war < 

** Coniidering it to be contrary Co every principle to treat .a 
horde of rebels 9 without country, without government or a flag, 
with the fame regard which civilized nations oblerve among 
themfelves during war t 

** Coniidering, that, by authentic a£ls in our poiTeiHon, it is 
proved that divers places of the colonies delivered to the £ngli(h 
by the French and Dutch rebels^ belong not to the Britifh govern- 
ment more than La Vendit, in which the Englifli Miniilry had 
alfo the:r mercenary troops, regiments in their pay wearing th& 
fame uniform as the troops of the King of England : 

** Corficlering, that by virtue of the ftcond article of th« 
Treaty of Alliance concluded at Paris Feb. 6, 1778, between 
the United States ^d France, the former power engages to de^* 
fend the poiTeflions of America in caie of war> and the govern- 
ment and commerce of the United States, have ftrangely abofed 
the forbearance of tbe French Republic, in turning to her detri- 
ment the favours which had been accorded to them> of entering 
and trading in all the ports of the French Colonies t 

'* By permitting for a longer time neutral veflels tO' carry pro»- 
^Ifiocu of war and of fubfiftence to men evidently in a ftate of 
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150,000 men, during an infurre£libn againft the 
Spani(h viceroy^ was, previoufly to the French Revo- 

lutioHy 

rchtltion, wc ilioiiUI be the means cf prolonging civil war^ and- 
the calamities and the crimes which proceed therefrom v- 

** Order as follows— 

•* Art. I. The ftiipsof the Republic, and French privateers,- 
are authorifed to take and condu6l into the ports of the Republics- 
neutral veiUls deftined for the Windward and Leeward Iflands 
of America, delivered up to the Englifli, occupied and defended 
by the emigrants. 

•« Thefe ports are Martinique,, St» Lucia, Tobago, Dcmenu 
ra, Berbicr, EiTequibo) and at the Leeward^ Port«aa*PrInce^v 
St. Markka, PArchayesi and Jeremie* 

<< Art. IL Every armed yeflcl, bavutg a commifiion from 
either of thoie ports, (hall be reputed a piratif and the crews ad^ 
Judged and puniihed as iltch. 

" Art. III. The vcflels and cargoctr deftribcd ?n the fitk ani 
fecond articles, are declared good prizes, and fiialJ be fold for the 
benefit of the ciptors. 

'* Art. IV. Every veflcl taken which ftall be cfeared out to 
the Wert Indicr. generally, is comprehended in the fii*ft and fev 
cond articles. 

*' Art. V. The order of laft Nivofe 4th, in purfuance of tlie 
decree of the Executive Direftory of the 14th Meflidor, 4.tb year, 
fhall be executed till further orders, in every particular not con- 
travening this ordinance. 

" This order (hall be printed, tranfcribed into the Regifter of 
tlie Criminal Tribunal and of Commerce, fent to all the portt^ 
of the French Colonies, read, publi/hed, and pofted upj wherever 
It may be nectfTary. 

** It (hall be notified officially to the neutral gOYernmcnts of 
St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. Bartholomew's. 

« Enjoining on the Criminal Tiibunnl and of Commerce in 
Guadaloupe, their delegates in the different French Colonies and 
©tberwhcrc, on the Admiral Commandant 00 the Weft India fta- 



SANTERRE. 403 

lution, one of the moft prominent inftances of the 
viciffitudes of human affairs. The elevation of San- 
tcrrc, to the rank of commander-in-chief of the na- 
tional guards of France, forms now, however, a phe- 
nomenon hardly lefs aftonilhing than the elevatioa 
of Mafaneillo. 

Santerre was a brewer In the Fauxbourg S/. An^ 
toine\ and carrying on an cxtenfive trade, he gave 
employment to a confiderable number of people. — 
He was confcquenlly exceedingly popular, among 
the CaneuUe^ of that Spital-fielus of Paris^ As early 
as 17899 he was a didinguiihed reformer, and took 
an active part, in conju£lion with Legendre^ Saint 
Hunige, and other popular leaders. 

At the time of the organization of x\\t national 
guard) he was appointed commander of the battalioh 
of the Enfans Trouvis, a fituation extremely fuitable 
to a man of his fituation and influence* 

In the Fauxbourg St, Antoine^ Santerre foon be* 
came vvhat Camille Oefmoulins was in the Palais 
Royal-^z man who led all the inhabitants within its 
jurifdidion. The firft event which diftinguiflied 
him occurred during the famous 2oth of June, 17929 
when the inhabitants of the fuburbs marched in arms 

to thd King's palace^ to force him to fandion the 

'■ — - ■■>■■■ 

lion, and on the Adminiflration, ftridlly to execute this arret« 
each in his refjf>e6live department. 

^ ** Dene at BafTeterrc, Guadaloupe, the x 3th Pluviofe, 5th year 
of the French Republic, one and indivifib'ci 

(Signed) «' Victor Hvgues, 
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two decrees relative to the clergy and the defence of 
tlie capital. He was certainly the chit^f promoter 
of the outrages of that day. The ringleaders had a 
meeting either at his houfe^ or m the hall of the fee* 
lion Enfans Trouvis^^htrt they regulated the fchcmes 
neceflary to perfuade and determine the populace, 
and when the people fet ou-t, Santerre was at the head 
of his battalion, which^ by previous reguhtion, was 
to be joinecl by others on the place of the Baflille. 
It was remarked that the only body which marched 
with regularity, and had cannon, was that command>- 
cd by him. 

The outrageous behavionr of Saaterre on this oc* 
cafion, gave him a claim to the acquaititance of t)ik 
Duke of Orleans, who conceived fo gre^t an efteem 
for him, that he always invited him to bis convivia} 
parties^ either at Paris or at MouflTeau. This con* 
nexion contributed much to his fubfeq^uent prefer'^ 
ment. 

The loth. o^ Auguft performed what the 20ih of 
June had no more than attempted. Mandat, com- 
mandant of the national guard, being reprefented as a 
traitor to the public caufe, the municipality appoint- 
ed Santerre to be his fucceflor. His achievements 
on that never- to-be-forgoiien day, as well as the final 
liFue of his a£livity, arc already too public to require 
notice in this place. 

The events which rapidly followed, proved that 
Santerre was worthy of the confidence which the 
ruling junto had repofed in him. In November^ 
the fame Marfeilbis and Fedcraliffs, who had left the, 
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ppovinces to affift the Parilians in overturning the 
throne, publicly revolted, and walking through the 
ftrects of Paris, fword in hand, exclaimed — '* Off 
with the heads ef Robefpierre and Danton. — No trial for 
the Kitjg^'* Santerre on this occafion, gave orders to 
the national guard to obferve a {lri£ter duty than 
ufual, and caufed large patroles to parade every 
where, efpccially near the lodgings of thofc indivi- 
, duals whofe lives Were in danger. It is owing to a 
.iimilar vigilance, that the royal family were never 
able to efcape from the Temple. 

On the 2ift of January, T 793, the day of the King's 
execution, Santerre commanded the national guard. 
He was at the foot of the fcaffibld, and is accufed of 
.<he mod (liocking inhumanity to the unfortunate 
monarch. Louis wilhed to deliver his dying fenti- 
nients to the people. No fooner,. however, had he 
uttered the firft words^-** Monpeupky* than Santerre 
violently exclaimed — " Tou are brought here to die, 
not to /peak ;" and gave inftant orders for the drums to 
beat. His friends apologife for this unfeeling con- 
duft, and ftate, that he was compelled to adl as he 
did, to prevent an infurreflion, which might have 
arifen from the iympathy of the people towards the 
iiluftripus fufFerer, had he been permitted to addrefs 
thepi. 

When the civil war in La Vendee broke out, the 
commander of the Parifian guards was appointed one 
of the generals to zQ. againft the rebels. He be- 
haved on that occafion with his ufual zeal and 
promptitude, and obtained feveral confiderable vidlo- 
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rics. Under ihe reign of terror, he was however dif- 
witkdf and committed to prifon. It is wonderful 
that fo confpicuous a charader was never brought 
to trial, cither by Robefpierre, or during the re-ac^ 
tion of the oppofitc party. He was indebted for his 
liberty to the general amneftyj fince which he has 
lived in obfcurhy. 

The prefent refidence of Santerre is not afcertain- 
cd. In 1795, it was a matter of doubt whether he 
lived in Paris or the departments. A few months 
fmce, it was dated in one of the French papers, that 
the DireSory, in confcqucnceof the threatened ftrwg- 
gle with the legiflative body, had founded the difpo- 
fition of the Fauxbourg St, Antolne^ but without efte6l, 
for Santerre was no longer at their head. This 
proves either that he is not in the capital, or that he 
has r.etired from public aiFairs. r- 

CHENIER* 

M. Jof. Chenier was born at Conftantinople, in 
the year 1762. Kis father was French conful in 
that city, and well known throughout Europe as a 
man of letters, by his work, entitled, Ihe prefent 
State of the Empire of Morocco, 

Young Chenier, and two of his brothers, were fent 
to France for the fake of their education ; and they 
ail of tliem gave the moft promifing hopes of im- 
pr()ven:ient. At the beginning of the Revolution, 
Jofeph was one of the young literati who evinced 
the greateft erahufiafm for the new order of things. 
His firft performance, and that which procured him 

the 
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the higheft celebrity and favour among the popular 

4>artyy was the famous tragedy of Charles the Ninths 

cr^ the School far Kingi. * This picc« was meant as a 

fatire againft defpotic governments, the profligacy of 

•courts, religious intrigues, &c« the principal fcene 

<:ontained in it was the dreadful day fo well known 

in the hiftory<«f France under the name of La St. 

Barthekmy. It Was againft this play that Mr. Burke 

fulminated his bittereft inveSives, on account of its 

many indecent fcenes, and efpecially its introducing 

•upon the ftage the Cardinal of Lorrain in his pontifi- 

^cal robes: for this Mr. Burke declared, that the au« 

thor ought to have been fent to the gallies, and the 

flayers to the houfe of correftion. 

From the year 1789, when his Charles the Ninth 
was firft reprefented, till the year 1792, Chenier loft 
^ot a moment of his leifure in diredling the public 
mind by other dramatic produ6lions. During this pe- 
riod, his Fenehfiy Vifitandines^ &c. were received with 
uncommon cordiaGty by the public, and he acquired 
i>y them a kind of claim to be appointed a member 
of the National Convention. 

During the greateft agitations of the various fac- 
tions, Chenier took no confiderable ftiare in public 
affairs : he was ferviceable, however, to his country, 
4>y his numerous patriotic fongs and poems. 

The emigrants, always eager to throw odium upon 
-the republicans, unjuftly charged him with having 
.contributed to the death of his brotlier, Andre Che- 
4iier, who was guillotined.* They add, that he did 

•"July 23th, 1 794i under pretext of holding a correfpondcnce 
miikk the eneroits^ftfae Republics 
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this to rid himfelf of one who was likely to become 
more confpicuous in the literary world than himfelf* 
They infift alfo, that Chenier, far from interpofmg 
his influence in behalf of his unfortunate relative> 
was heard to fay» in the hall of the Convention— 
Viry well: if my broth fr he gmliy^ let himperijhj^ 

This circumftance, if true, proves the atrocities 
which may be committed by a mind urged to excefs 
by political fury ; his condudl was^ however, fup- 
pofed to be ocCafioned by the habitual panic arifmg 
from a dread of Robefpierrc^ in whofe eyes intercef- 
fion for an accufed man was a fatal and inexpiable 
crime. The calumny, notwithdapding, fo far gain- 
ed ground, that feveral anonymous letters were ad- 
drefled to Chenier, from different parts of the Repub- 
lic, with the motto — " Cain I rejiore to us thy brother,'* 

Chenier was certainly not a Robcfpierrift, in the 
ftricl fenfe of the word ; he did not, however, coin- 
cide with the principles of the fucceeding party, who 
have been denominated ihe Ihetmidorians. His op- 
pofition tended, therefore, to make his rcpublicanifm 
appear in an unfavourable light, ^ an<l to raife fan- 
guine hopes among the royalifts. He was heard, 
more than once, to complain of the condudl of the 
ruling parly during the fummer of 1795, and fre- 
quently reproached his colleagues with a line from 
Horace — Dum viiant Jiiilti vitiuy in contraria currant. 

While a member of the Committee of General 
Security, at ihe time of pafling the famous law of 
the 23d Melfidor, third year, by whjch foreigners of 

every 
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every defcription were enjoined to quit France, he 
made an eloquent and energetic remonftrdnceagainft 
the meafure> and prevailed upon his colleagues not to 
extend itsexecutiontothofe wliorefidedln France fronai 
the love of liberty, fome of whom had even been pro- 
fecuted or baniflied from their native countries merely 
fojr adhering to its principles. The arrit of the 
^committee, drawn up by him, purported, according- 
ly, that the French nation was too generous to drive 
away from its territories thofe who had been the 
vidims of liberty, under the defpotic governmenlg of 
their feveral native countries. 
. In November, 1795, Chenier at length made his 
colleagues fenfible of the numberlefs difaflers which 
the TIjirmidortan adminiftratidn had entailed upon 
the caufc of the Republicans. He denounced to the 
Convention the wanton maflacres that had been per- 
petrated in the fouth of France by the difafFeded. 
He dated an occurrence, which he faid had taken 
place in Aries, viz. that a body of royallfts, priefts, 
and returned emigrants, had formerly invited the cU 
devant nobility and gentry of th;at place to hold a 
meeting on the quay, bordering upon the Rhone ; 
where, after partaking of ices and other luxuries, 
they gratified, them felves with the cannibal fpeSacle 
of feeing the republicans, who had been confined in 
the prifons on the charge of being Terrorifts, 
thrown from the top of the tower into the river ! 
Chenier was alfo one of the deputies who prcdifled 
that the new conftitution of 1795, concerted in the 
midft of fo many fa^ions, could not be carried into ^ 
execution, without hazard, during the war; Ueilv^t^- 

VoL.I. ' T "^^^^ 
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fore concurred with Tallien and others, in propofing 
a commfjjiofnffivey which (hould alTume the reins of go- 
vernment, and a6t provifionally. The motion was op- 
pofed by Thibadcuu, and rejeded by the Convention. 

On the firft aflembling of the National Injlitufe^ xjk 
February, 1796, Chenier moved that the meeting 
ihould be regulated in the democratic nmnner: that 
the eldcft member (hould be appointed prefident, and 
the youngeft the fecretary. He did this, perhaps, 
vitli a view that he himfelf might become their fe- 
cretary, well knowing that he was the youngeft. 

In the fame fitting, he propofed, that all the mem- 
bers then alfembled (hould take the oath of hatred to 
royalty, and fend a letter to the Dire£lory, declara- 
tory of their adherence to the Republic. This mea- 
fure, though agreed to and executed, was higlily difap- 
proved of by ihofe who either were royal iils, or did 
not concern themfelvcs with political fubje£ls ; no 
one perceiving the neceility of keeping up a connexion 
between a literary body and the political government, 

Chenier has had, perhaps, more enemies to encoun- 
ter than any other perfoa connefled with the Revolu- 
tion. There \z no part of his public or private charac- 
ter whicli Kas not been either defamed or attacked. 

As infptftor of the National Confervatory of Mu- 
fic, his patriotic fongs have frtq,uently been fubjeils 
of fevere criticifms. Faflious journalifts have called 
him Le Turc Chenier^ alluding to his being a native 
of Conftantinople ; while others have ftyled him Le 
Cygne de Turquie (the Turki(h Swan). Michaud, 
editer of La ^otidiemie^ has made a neat anagram 
vpon his name, by r^rvdtuu^ M» f^ Chenier into 
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Ktme Chien, But the fevereft remark, levelled at his 
reputation, has been made by the emigrant Count de 
Rivarol, who, fpeaking of the decay of dflkatic poe- 
try in Paris, mentions it as a place — 

** Ou Chenier foule aux pieds les cendres de Voltaire." 

Chenier is, notwithftanding, a man of great ta- 
lents ; and is, at this moment, cenduSor of a new 
Journal, entitled — Le Cotiferuateur de la RepubUquei 
He is about thirty-five years of age, of (hort (lature, 
xather broad fet, and with a brown complexion. 

THURIOT. 

This Frenchman is certainly no contemptible com- 
batant in the revolutionary ftruggles of his country^ 
He made his firft kgifiativt campaign in the Convenn 
tion, and a bloody one it really proved ; there being 
no fewer than forty-one chiefs, or adherents ta 
chiefs, flain by the national fword (glaive national) 
»nd upwards of an hundred and fifty imprifoned, or 
driven into exile. 

Thuriot entered zfans-culotte^ and has maintained 
his principles to this very mortient, being now under 
-the ban as an incurable Jacobin* Yet he never aifo- 
ciated with Marat or Robefpierre, and condemned 
the esttravagant fpeeches of the one, and the deftruc* 
tive meafures of the other; but he is a declared. 
champion for univerfal fuSrage in the ele&or, an4 
exemption from qualification in the eleded. 

He fays, the Revolution was defigned to taifc the 
condition of the loweft, and he will heverTeft till it 

4 

has efFeitcd that purpofe. St. Juft fortnerly pro- 
pofed an agrarian law, and Thuriot, C^mX^^tv^ \^>5.- 

T 2 \.^tcv^ 
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hem, and Laignelot, are faid to be dill in favour of 
fuch a me^iXMre ; it is therefore not wonderful that 
they are iii^l^race w4th the M^deres^ and indetefla- 
:lion with the royalifts. 

Thuriot firft diftin^uifiied himfelf as a fpeaker 1>y 
his oppofuion to Condorcet's motion, May 13th, 
1793, fbr calling a new Convention, 6n the ground 
of the imminent danger the Republic was in, and 
the urgent neceflity of a conftituiion ; for Condor- 
cct perceived that his own plan, and that of the com- 
mittee, of which he was a member, would be re- 
jefled. 

Thuriot was an indefatigable wreftler againft the 
Girondift fadion, nor did be ceafe to renew hisftrug^ 
gles every day till it was entirely thrown to the 
ground. He would literally heat both the air and 
the earth amidll his declamations, that his adverfa- 
Ties might have rw reft. 

He was rewarded for his (bare of this viftory (if a 
reward it could be called) by a place in the Com- 
tlnittee of Public Safety, which he entered upon the 
ioth of July, 1793. He has not, however^ been ac- 
cufed even by thofe who ar^ the moft adverfe to the 
Republic, o/exercifing any cruelty or oppreffion in 
that thvidious fituatiou. It is therefore moft probable 
♦hat fhould the Jacobins ever regain an afcendancy 
in France, Thuriot would appear at their head, be- 
ing, in every fen fe of the word, "a man of the 
pcdple.'* 

He poflefles invincible courage, and he (bowed it 
when he undertook to defend Barrere, Collot d*Her- 
hohs^ add the olfhev five mcm\>et^ ^iccM&d b^ Lecoin- 
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ffe, ais^tlie tail fla queue) of Robefpie/re ; he declared^ 
en that occafloi^ they had condufled themfelves pur- 
ftiant to the national wiOi, nor could they have a£W 
cd otherwife without incurring its difpleafure, and' 
perhaps its punifliment. 

Thuriot is obliged by a decree to refide at a pre- 
fcribed diftance from Paris. It is certain that he is 
a4ive> and yet his flmde is fometimes feen to fkim' 
through the ftreets of that city, whenever it is agi- 
tiatedby political difturbances. 

He is about thirly-tWo years of age, iS of a flert- 
der make, extremely impaflioned in the height of de^ 
bate ; and'in many of his oratorical poflures greatijf^ 
refembles M-f. Sheridan; 

MERLIN D-E rHIONVIlLE. 

iKlen and events have been fo much involved ia 
<^ch other with refpcft to the French Revolution, 
that it is aimed impoiTible to give intibrefting ancc^r 
dotes of the one, without being forced into abrief" 
hiftory of the other. 

The infidelity of the firft generals appointed td' 
command the Republican forces, fuggefted to 'the le<^ ' 
gifUture, the necedity of commiflxoning, out of its* 
own body, fuch individuals as were moil abcredited 
for their patriotifm, to fuperintend the condufl of the 
chiefs, relieve the wants, and elevate the minds of the 
foldiery. 

If ihefe coramidioners did not, like the confuls cf 
Rome, ad in a double capacity, their authority was 
at lead equal \ 'fince, on their own fufpicion, they 

T 3 cwv^At 



4X4 MERLIN DE THIOKVILLI* 

could fufpend the commanders, and put in rcquHitkra 
every thing needful for the public fervice, whether 
in the civil or military department. 

It was Merlin's lot to be thus Aattoned as a conk- 
miflioner in that ill-fated place MentZy vfhich was 
about to be again wrefled from the hands of the 
French, who had fo gallantly captured it the preced* 
ing winter. 

The failure to relieve this important fortrefs^ 
formed the chief accufat ion againd the brave but ud<^ 
(ortunate Cudine, and cod him his head on the fcaf- 
fold. The Convention on this occaGoa paflfed a de- 
cree of cen fare on the French garrifon, for furren« 
dering the town and citadel to \he Pfuflians ; hvA 
Merlin's report of their courage^ and the hardfhipa 
they had endured, removed the unmerited cenfure,^ 
and indeed their behaviour afterwards judified the 
eulogium the commidioner paffed upon them in the 
legiflature* He reprefented the fcarcity of the ne- 
cefikries of life, and the fliort allowances of bread oi% 
which the troops had fubfided for feveral weeks be- 
fore the capitulation, and added that fix llvres had ac- 
tually been given for a dead cat ; with other afflifting 
recitals, of a fimilar kind. 

The French troops, not being detained as prifon- 
crs of war, were tranfported in carriages acrofs the 
country, at an immenfe expence, and under the 
name of ihe Legion of MentZy finiflied the campaign 
in La Vendee. 

They turned the balance decidedly in favour of the 
Repiiblic, although it cod them dearly; Cnce out of 

vViviLtftecL 



thirteen thoufand rank and file, and only eighteen 
hundred lived to fee their friends and their homes 
again ! . ^ 

Merlin accompanied his brave, but unfortunate^ 
eompanionSy oji thi6 latter expedition) nor did he 
leave them till they w«re allowed to relax from tho' 
toilfome duty which had fo fatally reduced their num- 
bers* If he did not diftinguifh himfelf like Cyrus- 
in the field, he, at lead, gained the aSedlions of thei^ 
foldiery in an equal degree, by his mild and affable 
behaviour. After the manner of that great prince 
and frugal general, he could fit down with his bread 
and crefies among his cotifrades in arms, and make a • 
fatisfadlory meal. 

Merlin de Thionville was averfe to the Robefpier- 
lean cruellies, and on the ninth of Thermidor took a 
decided part againd him and- his abettors* 

LACROIX^. 

The deputy Jean Francois Lacroix^ accompanied' 
Dantou as a commiffioner for the affairs of the Low 
Countries, after Dumouriez bad over- run them in 
the autumn of 1792. He was fufpeded to have en- 
riched* himfelf, while upon that duty, by venal prac-r 
tices, which, however, never could be proved againft 
bim. 

The' event that has moft diftinguiflied him du- 
ring the Revolution, and will render his name me- 
morable for ages to come, was his motion in the 
Convention, on the 4th o£ February, 1 794, for the 
■ abolition of Jlavery in the French TVeJl India ijlands. 

T 4 Afejiit 
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After expatiating t)pon the troubles and calamitrcji 
of that part of the ftate, and upon the benevolent in* 
fluencc of civil liberty and the equality of rights, he 
faidt "We cannot diflctnblebut that ihourconftitu- 
tion we have been cgotifts, atid that we have for- 
gotten the people of colour. We muft refciie our- 
felvcs from the cenfure of pofterity. We muft, at 
length, frankly advance to the great queftion ; and, 
in truth, our principles force us io it. Let us, then^ 
declare, that Jlavery is aboUjbed in all iht Fnneh Cdl9* 
flies — I^et us decree that all toen of colour.are French 
iriiizerus, and that they fliall enjoy the blefllngs of the 
conftitution we are adopting.** A fpontaneous rifing* 
up of the Convention teflifiedhow congenial the pto- 
pofition was to the feelings of freemen. 

Lacroix, after a (hort and brilliant career, wad 
charged as an accomplice with Danton, in a pre- 
tended con fpi racy again ft the committee of Saluf 
.Public ; and fuffered death by the guillotine, on the 
$th of April, i7'94. 

He was a native of Pont-audemer^ and like one- 
fourth part of the Convention, was brought up to 
the law- He was forty years of age at the time of 
his death, of a florid complexion, and fomewhat in- 
clined to corpulency ; his perfon altogether might 
not have been unaptly compared to that of the Duk6 
cf Bedford. 

FRERON, 

Ex-deputy to the National Coilvention, is a fort 
of the famous journalift of that name, who, many 
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years ago condiK^ed the periodical work, called VAn* 
nie Lifteraire, well known for its eternal philippicks 
againft Voltaire, and for the ironical repartees made 
by that elegant writer, in anfwer to the critiques 
which appeared in it. 

Frcron was early initiated by his father in litera* * 
■ttire, which he bad cultivated with fuccefs in obfcu-' ' 
rity, before the Revolution took place. His popula* 
rity in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, over the inhabi- ' 
tants of which feflion he had obtained a great af^^n- ' 
dancy, procured him to be appointed a member of- 
the Convention, and he may be faid, jointly wkh the' 
e^-capuchin Cbabot, to have difpofecj of that'fubai^b^' 
as ir were,*at pleafure.* 

Freron was of the party of the Moimtairi, atid,'* 
confequently, much attached to Robcfpierre. Under * 
the reign of terror, he was ifltrufted with a miffion ' 
to Toulon/ conjointly with the younger brother ^of 
the tyrant, and Barras, the prefcot Dircftdr. From ^ 
the original correfpondence, fince publifliid, it ap- 
pears that he took uncommon pains to form^the* 
mind of his colleague, and to initiate him in the ' 
h^ight'of the principles. •* JVe are def anted ^^^^ faid he» 
in one of his letters, ** as being too fanguiHary. Thofe 
-however who think foy ought to know i f hat y inTouhn^ the 
^galley Jlave^ are the only perfons who have not ^ejefved ' 
-to iejhot r 

It (hould not be forgotten that Freron', and Ro-" 

^ to 1 III! p I ■ « I I » « II I II I ■ ■ I , 

* tie reci-uited thcfc with confider&ble fuccefs for the Con- 
fretnion, during the infurrefiion of the fe^ions'> on the 12th,'' 
1 3th, and 1 4.th of Vendemaire . 

T5 \>ti^\fcTt<^ 



4l8 ^ . FRERO-Sf. 

befpicrre's brother, have been accufed on the doubu 
£ul authority of the emigrants, of having feized for 
their own ufe all the fpecie they found in the houfos 
of the Royalifts at Toulon. This charge, thougji 
abfolutely falfe with regard to one of them, w^ 
judged at the time not vtr holly devoid of foundation, 
fo far as it refpedled Freron ^ fliice it was mach 
talked of in the Committee of Public Safety, when 
preparing to take a review of the traniaAions of the 
seprefentatives on miflion. This caufe, among 
others, tended much to accelerate the downfal of 
the ufbrper, by compelling Tallien, Freron, Barras, 
and many others, who did not care to have their conr 
duft examined by the equity of Parifian tribunals, to 
!itnite their force,, and bring about the Revolution of 
the 9th of Thermidor. 

It has beeti ftequently remarked that Robefpierre,. 
who was idolized throughout France fo long as he 
was in power,, has never had a fingle advocate finoe 
his death. But, what is more furpridng, thofe who 
have contributed the mod to iiirpire the nation with 
horror and antipathy, againd him, were his mod inti- 
mate friends during his life. The chief leaders of 
the ThermldorianS' were Tallica and Freron, both 
moving in a line confonant to their-diiFerent capacir 
ties : the former as a man. a£live in public affairs^ 
and the latter as a coududor of pamphlets and jouF«- 
na^s. 

The pefiodical work, tVi\\{\^A L*Orateur du Peupky 
was undertaken by Fi-eron in the autumtrof 1794, 
wiih a view to counteraft and deilroy the whole fyf- 

tem 
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tem of public fpirit which had been brought into ex- 
ercife under the preceding dynafty, called La Sans^ 
culotteriey and to incite the Parifian youth to a hatred 
and perfecution of the Jacobins. Na journal per- 
haps in fo (hort a time ever produced fuch an extra- 
ordinary effeS. During that winter, and in the 
fpxing of 17951 the young men, both in the metro- 
polis and in the departments, chaftifed, and fome- 
times put to death the Jacobins wherever they found * 
them> to the tune of Le Revsil du Peuple^ removing . 
alfo from all public places the popular flatues, pic^ 
tures, and emblems, and taking down the- rcdcap^^ 
the ftandard oi Jans^cuhtierit^ 

This behaviour was not at all refentcd by Fr6roA 
and the majority of the Convention, who were of his^ 
party> and confequently apprifed of his intentions;- 
it was however beheld with indignation and horror*' 
by the more energetic Republicans. The deputy/ 
Duhem openly declaimed againft thefe irregularities^ ^ 
but finding his motions butlittle attended to^ be was* 
at length filent. 

A curious anecdote deferves to bie recorded en paf- ■ 
fant. The painter David had juft jprefented the Na*' 
tional Convention with a fine piflure of Brutus, in- - 
treatif^ the honour that it might be placed in the 
hall lof their fittings. When one of the fecrctaries^ 
hiid finiihed reading David's letter^ and a refolution* 
h^d paffedfor the purpofc, a deputy of the Mou;i- 
tain, called Gajlon,' with a fprightlinefs cbaradleriftic 
cf his countrymen, exclaimed, ^^ I mcfyey lyway.of 
imi&ndment^ that^ firji of all ^ the brilliant - Frtronian 

T6 f^ykXk 
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youth be canjulted on the fuhjeSf \ if not^ par . Brutus 
runs the r'ljk of being kicked out of the hall in th$ anirfe 
9f a few day 5,^* 

It is not to be wondered at if Freron, after ali 
thefe movements, was fuFpefted of being a Royalift, 
and as fuch courted by all perfons of fafhion. Thefe 
were foon however undeceived. The perfectition in^ 
flituted by him againfl: the Jacobins laded only till 
the new conftitution of 1795 was eftabliflied. After 
that epoch Freron Hopped the publication of his 
journals, and (hewed that he was a Republican in his 
heart. He was highly incenfed at the leaders of the 
people of Paris, for the ill ufe they had made of his 
name, and he co-operated effedlually in the meafures 
of the Committee of General Security, being one of 
thofe appointed to command the Conventional forces 
againd the rebellious fedions. By his exertions on 
the .13th Vendemaire, the ftubborn diftrid of LePeU 
Je fiery called by Freron, the head quarters of the rebeh, 
was effeftually reduced. 

After the overthrow of the feSions of Paris, the 
National Convention took into confideration the pro* 
ceedings in the fouth of France, were the RepubH- 
cans were afraflinated daily by the Royalifts. Con- 
vinced that fuch afls of revenge were the efFed of 
the efFervefcence produced in the minds of the young 
people by Freron's journal, and much more by the 
fong of JLe Reveiljdu Peuple^ they judged it proper to 
fend on miffion into thofe parts, the fame reprcfenta- 
tive who had been, in fome meafure, the innocent 
caufe of fo much mifchicf. Freron jiccordingly 

(el 
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fet out for the fouth of France iti the aummn oP 
1795. 

This new mi (Hon of Freron proved more fervice- 
able to the caufe of the Republic than his former 
one. He re-eftabli(hcd good order in Marfeilles,^ 
Aries, Aix, Faramans, and in every to^n of Pro- 
vence. He p^mifhed fome juvenile leaders among:, 
the Royalifts, difmiffed the Conftituted Authorities,., 
•which had not interfered by their exertions to pre-- 
vent aflafllnaiions, arrefttd the foldiert who had de-~ 
ferted, and obliged all the. young men^, within the 
age of requifition, to repair to the armies, exafting a^ 
fevere refponfibility from fuch parents, or relations,- 
*SLS attempted to conceal them. 

This laft meafure was confJdercKl'as fomewhat ty- 
rannical in Paris, but Freron completely juftifiedhim- 
felf. The Abbe Suard, cOnduSor of the Now)eVts^ 
Polttiqtitfy accufed him of having excrcifed in thFs 
fecond pro-confuMhJp ivhatever was drtfaded in eaft-- 
crn defpotifrn, inofft formidable in military regiineh, 
and moil brutal in the ci-devant fans^euhtterie, Si^ 
meon, a Rdyalift deputy, and formerly an advocate 
in the Parliament of Aix, denounced him in the hall 
of the Legiflative Body, as having marched- during 
the night to Aix, at the head of a military detachi- 
ment, toi!he Pas de Charge j with loadedtannon anfl 
lighted n>atches. 

Freron was the only Conventional tafetnber of any 
-confideration who was not eleScd a deputy in the 
fubfe<juent legiflature. This arifes, perhaps, from 

his 
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his having been on his miirion at the time of the 
eledions. 

He is now married to a iady oi a LonfrJt^rible for- 
tune, and refidcs in Paris, wholly retired froii- public 
bufmefh.- He is about 40 years^of age, of the middle 
fize^ with a thin vifage.. 

ISr^ARD. 

This Legiflator, as defervedly celebrated^ for his 
probity and talents as for his misfortunes, was the 
fon of a wealthy merchant of Grade, in Provence. 
No inflance could more ftrongly evince the atten- 
tion beftowed in that country, on the important ful>- 
je6l of education, in the families of private citizens, 
than that of Ifnard« Although his father refided in 
a fmall provincial town, at a diftance from any puh^ 
lie feat of learning, yet his fon was qualified for a 
reprefentative of the people, under the firft conftitu- 
tion, and rendered inferior to none of his colleagues, 
Vergniaud excepted, in claillcal attainments, and pp« 
lilhed eloquence. 

He was appointed by the department of Var a de^ 
puty to the fecond Legiflature, Soon after the at 
■fembling of that body, he diftinguiihedhimfelf by an 
accufation which he brought againft the King's Mi« 
xiifiers, fgrnot communicating, to the Legiflatur-e 
the particulars of the memorable partition treaty of 
Bilnitz, and for not adopting fuch defenfive mea-< 
Aires as migl^t defeat the pfojcds of. the: aflbciated 
defpots. 

When the infincerity of the king was fuppofed to 

be 
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be fo- notorious that the Lcgiflative Body found it 
ixnpoflible to iieculli liberty without depriving him of 
his power^ and in mere defpair were compelled tt> 
convert France rnte a Republic, the people were 
called upon to eledt a Convention^ with fuBicient 
powej-s to create a new Conditution. Ifnard wa6 
•leSedto this Convention, and in the firft fix months 
was one of Us mod confpicuous, and at the fame 
time^ in his principles,, one of its- moft moderate 
members* * 

He was confidcrcd- as the chief of the party of the: 
ffdlraliftsy which-was, however, no more than a ra- 
B-nficniion of that of the Gircnde, From motives of 
p<«licy he warmly oppofed the King's trial ;. and pro- 
phetically, anticipated all the evils of which that 
event has been partly a confequence. " Will you,-,*' 
feid he,, ^^forthejaii of the blood of one matiy involve- 
fourfehes in a war of ten year's duration^ caufe the death 
of three milliom of our brethren^ and expend, ten milliards 
^prnpertyt" 

After the King's execution, and when' England' 
and Spain had engaged in the conteft, Ifnard ev 
claimed in the Gonvention-r— " 736^. die^ is- cajl\ our 
kt is liberty or extermination /" Impreffed with this 
opinion, lie Wfote an eloquent and -pathetic exhorta- 
tioti to the people,, the armies, and the popular fq- 
cieties, urging them .to pcrfevere in the war, for that 
in a war of freemen. ag;ain(l ilaves, the focmer could 
have little, to apprehend; , 

On the fatal 31ft of May^.the day on- which tb^ 
•violent demagogues, Robefpierre^ Danton, and Ma- 



jrat, violated the fanfliiary of the National Reprt-- 
fi^niation, Ifnard was Prefident <rf the Convention.- 
His friends had apprlTed him of the expected comj^ 
motion ; andfome of his party had moved that mea- 
fiires of defence (hould be taken to prcferve the inte- 
grity of the Legidatufe; It was in this critical fitu- 
«tion thkt he madft the heroic declaration — •* Let 
them ajfault me \ lit thitmfurround me with their dag- 
ger i\ I will, noiwithflandingy remain at myfofl^ and die- 
cwered with glory ^ as afaitljful reprefentative /" 

The facrifice of- one lif6 would; hbwevfer, have 
-availed nothing ; and thi; meafures of the Mountain- 
were too prompt and vigorous to bfe refifted. It was' 
fortunate for Ifnard that be made his efcape. His 
lift wordg on this memorable day were intendeid to * 
deprecate the mifchiefe which he forefawas the con^- 
ieq^ence — *^ the ufionijhed traveller fiall enquire ^^ faid^ 
ht , " !?« whkt fart tf the Seine Paris exijiedf ' Being 
exiled, as well as Pttion, Louvet, Buzot, and others ' 
of the fame party, he was obliged to conceal him^ 
fclf nearly fifteen months in the houfe of a friend, in ' 
•wie of the inland departments. In thiff period it was " 
generally fuppofed that he had perifhedoren^igrated/- 
and the Terrorifts gave out that he had ft^bbed him-' 
felf. When, after the 9th of Thermidor, he wrote 
a letter to the Prefident Rewbell,^ alking leave to ' 
take his feat again in the Gonvention, a fudden cc* 
ftacy of joy burft through the hall, the members ex- 
claiming — " Our colkague-y IJnardy is conre tack /rem ' 
'4ie other world T 

Ifojttrd tookjtio a&ive.part during ihercmaind*- 

of 



of the feflSon of the Convention, In a rniffion to the^ 
department of the Bsuches du Rhone ^ fuch had been? 
the mtfchiefs perpetrated by terForifmr, that he found 
hhnfelf inadequate to repair the evHs which he every 
where witnefied. Under ;be new Conftitution, hfr 
continued, during one feflion, a ntcnaber of the Coun* 
cil of Fire Hundred. la this Aflembly he fpoke but 
once, and his fpeech was an apology for his fitence t 
When JvLmeon was accuCng the Jacobtns of the South, 
— " My heart aUfcy bkedsy' fiid he^ " huh^nce^ in thi$^ 
JJfemUyj I can onlf fpeak to rocks, I choofe rather tf M 
Jlent:' 

KAt^VD ST. ETISKHE> 

One of the moft able and vlntuous founders tf iht 
French Reimblic, was, before the Revolution, a Piro- 
tcftant tninifter at Nifmcs, in Languedoc, of which 
city he was a rtative» Though not e^al in talenfst 
to Mirabeau, Barnave, and Sreyes, yet he exceeded 
moft of his colleagues in the Conftituent A(fembly> 
in afilivity and enthufiafm. He was ridiculed by Mr*- 
Burke, for his declaration, that " all the ancknt ejta^ 
hlijhments were a nuifance to the people \^' ^nd, ** in re^ 
Jpecf to the people themf elves y we ought ,' added he, <* /> 
renew their tninds, to change their ideas, their laws, thelp^ 
Planners ; t-o alter men, things, words , in fine, to dejir^ 
roerj things that we may create every thing anew,** 

So much has already been publiihed refpeding this 
deputy, that little room is left to enlarge upon hi# 
chara(Sler in this work; the obja6l of ^hich has beeili- 
diiefiy to puMiflt what is not generalljr known. 
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The vu)lent patriotirm of Rabaiid is fuppofcd r^ 
have been Simulated by the uifiilts which, througlv 
Ufe, as a Proteftant minifler, be had experienced- 
from the Catholics. Almoft every decree which waS' 
paiTed againft the abufes of the eftabliihed Hierarchy^ 
and in favour of religious toleration^ was either hrft 
moved by him, or enaded in confequenee of the ex^ 
ertions of bis eloquence. 

In May 1790, he wa^^ eleScd Prefident of the Af* 
fembly, and on this occafion he bore the following 
teflknoHy of the triumph of reafon and philofophy, 
over prejudice and fanaticifm. ** How much/* faid 
he, " would Louis the XIV. be afl?oni(hcd if he were 
to return back tathe world again ! What would that 
deftroyer of the bleffings bequeathed us by our good 
Henry fay, if he beheld the National AflTembly of 
the French people ppefidedby a Proteftant Minifter J 
The choice, as matter of principle, does the higheft 
honour to the AfTembly ; it is a new and glorious 
triumph of liberty, reafon, and jjuflice.- — Reprefenta- 
tives, by thus beftowing yoiHr favours upon me, you 
let a great example, and confecratc the fincerity and 
the independence of your intentions^" 

In 1792, he was appointed a member of the Na^ 
iional Convention, for one of the fouthern depart- 
eients. In that turbulent and difcordant AfTemblf 
his prudence, and acknowledged good intentions, en* 
d'bled Wm to fteer clear oC the war of parties ; he 
confequently efcaped in the profcriptions of the Gn 
sonde, which proved fatal to nearly all the virtue in 
the Convention. It could fcarcely,,however, be e^ 
<-, ^e£led^ 
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pe<3edy that fo good a man as Rabaud could (helter 
bimfelf from the fufpicious fury of Robefpierre. 
Perceiving that it was impofljble to- evade the jea- 
loufy of the tyrant, he abfentcd himfelf from, the Coa- 
ventiony and in confequence was outlawed and de^- 
dared a traitor to his country^ by a decree of the 
28th of July, 179.3. 

He continued fecreted at the hou(e of a friend ia 
Piuris till the 6th of December, when, being unfor- 
tunately arrefted, and his perfon identified before the 
Revolutionary Tribunal of Paris, he was, without 
further ceremony, condemned to death, and guillo- 
lined on the following day, ia the 50th year of hia 
agt. 

GENERAL I0URDAI7. 

General Jourdaa is a native of Liixx)ges, It ^ 
{aid that he was a ftationer before the Revolution ^ 
and that his wife has (ince kept a (hop at Paris. — As 
both thefe accounts have long flood uncontradi£led^ 
there is every reafon to believe them true. The 
fame cannot be faid of an abfurd attempt made by 
the emigrants and by the enemies of France, in fpite 
of the ftrongeft evidence to the contrary,, to identify 
the brave General with the ruffian known in the 
South of France, by the name of Jourdain tht head^ 
Upper, — In the whole of his military career General 
Jourdan's humanity has been no lefs confpicuout 
than his courage. 

Among the'many fervices which this officer has 
teodered to his country,, one o£ the moft. fignalwas tha 
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battle of MaubcugCy by which he compelled the Auf- 
trians to raife the iiege of that place, and put an ef- 
fedual ftop to Prince Cobottrg's progrefs, which till' 
then had appeared to be irrefiftible. At the very 
monient of vi£tory he was difmiflfed by the revolu- 
tionary governors of France, who were equally jea^ 
lous of great talents^ and of great fuccefs. It waff 
at once curious and deplorable to fee thofe brutal and^ 
IVirplcious tyrants guillotine a General if he loft a 
battle, and caihier him if he triumphed o\^r the ene«> 
tnies of his coimtry. 

General Jourdan was however rcftorcd to hiy 
Command, and he beat Prince Cobourg again at th# 
kloody and deoifive engagement of Fleurus, remark^ 
able for a circumftance till then unheard of in mili- 
tary hiftory. While the enemy was advancing, and 
as long as the combat lafted, an aeronaut ^ who ho- 
tered over the heads of both armies, fent General 
jourdkn bulletins y or fhort notices of Prince Co* 
bourg's movements, on fcraps of paper faftened to 
metal rings that ran down the cords by which tho^ 
balloon was retained in it's ftation. 

Jourdan*s fortune was more chequered in the 
campaign of 1796. After penetrating into the heart 
df Germany, his army was compelled to meafure 
Back its footfteps to the Rhine, in great diforder and' 
4?fmay. Much blame was conlequently caft upon' 
the General's conduSi by tKofe military critics who 
never fail to judge by the event, and who would have 
proclaimed his fklU, if a different chain of accidents 
Bad crowned the felf feme ojjerationswith fuccefs. 
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.During the late proceedings of the French Senate, 
General Jourdan conduced himfelf in fuch a naan- 
ner as tp obtain the confidence of the Direflpry, 
while his colleague, Pichegru, was condemned to 
tranfportation. In confequence of this, he has beea 
again called Into adion, having fet off in Novem« 
ber for the army of the Rhine, where he undoubtedly 
Iiopes to wipfi off the ftain formerly occafloned by 
the diforganization of his army> which was infinitely 
moiQ digraceful than the lofs of a pitched battle* 

BARREKE. 

Bertrand Barrerc, with the exception of Robe- 
(pierre alone, was xht moft conipicuous member ©f 
the famous Committee of Public Safety, which ia 
their own opinion faved, and in that of their adver- 
faries, ruined France. 

Previoufly to the Revolution he was confide^d z$ 
a noblcj being in pofleffion of a fmall feudal feignory 
of Vieubac, fituated in the department of the Eafiera 
Pyrenees. In the early part of his life he was praifed 
for his elegant manners, and unafFefted modefty, by 
the celebrated Madame Genlis; and although anad-f 
vocate by profeffion, diftinguiflied himfelf more by 
his proficiency in Belles Lettres than his fpeeches at 
the bar. 

His talents being acknowledged of the firft rate, 
he was appointed, in 1789, a deputy to the Eftates 
General. He had no fooner taken his feat than his 
patriotifm became didinguiflied, and he began the 
publication of a periodical paper, under the title of 
La Pointe du Jour. He was a member of the Coca- 
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tnittee of Fiefs it Domalnsy and iii that capacity 
made feveral interefting reports to the Airembly. 
Towards the clofc of the Seflion he became a writer 
in (ht patriotic annals^ of which publication Mira- 
beau was the principal condudor. 

He was afterwards appointed a Member of thtf 
National Convention, but took no a£live part till 
the ftruggle arofe between the two parties, relative 
to the King's fate. He oppofed Briflbt's motion to 
procradinate the trial, and was one of the firft to 
declare, ** that the tree of liberty could never thrive ^ ««- 
/// // was fprinhled with the hlo^d cf a tyrant.** At the 
time of the King's examination before the Conven- 
tion, he was its Prefident, afid the perfon who in- 
terrogated him. 

It was not till after the extinflion of the Gironde 
party that Barrere attained his higheft degree of ce- 
lebrity. He then became the organ of the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety in the Convention, and his re- 
ports, under the nickname of CarmagnolSf excited the 
attention of all Europe. To recite at length the 
fubjefls of them, would occupy many pages; to 
publifh them at length would occupy a volume. 

In his fituation as Chairman of the Committee, 
he was confidered (how farjuftly we will not fay) 
35 the Prime Minifter of Robefpierre. By remain-' 
ing neuter, however, in the proceedings of the ^th 
Thermidor, he faved his headr and even for a fliort 
time retained his poptiJarity alfo. Being at length 
removed from the Committee of Public Safety, on 
the 26th of Auguft following, he was denounced by 

Lecointre ; 
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Lecointre ; on the fecond of March, 1795) arrefted 
on the motion of Cegendre ; and on the 12th Ger- 
minal (April 3) fentenced, with Binaud, Varennes, 
Collot d'H'^rbois and Vadier, to be tranfported to 
Guiana in South America, by a decree of the Coti- 
vention. 

It is well known thai Barrere contrived to make 
his efcape, and by the connivance of the Executive 
Dirc£lory he ftili continues in France, He was in- 
deed ele6lcd in May laft a deputy to the Council of 
Five Hundred, but prevented from taking his feat bjr 
the clamours of the mcdergs and royalifts. Since 
that time he has retired to his native province, and 
written and publi(hed two very popular pamphlets, 
'entitled, Montefquieu peint d^apres fes ouvrages, and 
JDe h Penjee dii Gouvernfmcnt, 

It is no flight extenuation of the various crimes in 
which he participated in the Committee, that nof- 
•withftanding the innumerable opportunities he had of 
enriching himfelf, he now lives in extreme poverty ; 
and at the time he was fent off from Paris to Roche- 
fort, on his way to Guiana, he was compelled to bor- 
row a trifling fum of money to enable him to pur- 
chafe a few neceflaries for the voyage! 

It is generally admitted that Barrere was guilt/ 
of many errors, rather than of wilful crimes ; and 
the peciiliar circumftances in which the Repul^lie 
was placed, when he and his colleagties came into- 
power, are frequently pleaded in palliation of the 
enormities they committed. Nothing, however^ 
can juftify them ! 
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Bertrand Barrere is a man of ahandfome and re*- 
fpefiable figure, almoft 40 years of age ; drefles well, 
^nd is very affable and polite in converfation. His 
private Ghara£ler has never been impeached by bis 
moft inveterate enemies ; even Mallet du Pan ad« 
laits him to poflefs all the foclal virtues. 

CAMBON, 

Son of a wealthy merchant of Montpellier, was 
HDntitled, by his talents, to be a deputy for the de- 
|>aitment of the Boucher du RhSne^ in the fecond Le- 
giflature. He manifededy at an early period, his at* 
tachment to the Monarchical Conftituiion of 179 1, 
decreed ly the preceding Aflembly ; and was wholly 
• tinconneQed with the Republican fadions, who 
were preparing the overthrow of the Throne. 

It is attefled, by thofe who have attentively in- 
Areftigated the fecret hiftory of the lothof Auguft, 
that when the King, overwhelmed by popular fury, 
took refuge in the Aflembly, a quedion arofe whe- 
ther, according to the Conftitution, the Legiflature 
could tranfaft bufinefs in his prefence. The leaders 
of the Republican party paid no great attention to 
the queftion; but Cambon. obferved, that the more 
critical their pop t ten ^ the more they ought to r effect the 
Conjiitution : and he moved, ** that the King Jhonjd be 
placed y according to its regulations, at the fide of thePre^ 
ftdent. It would he indecorous y^ <added he, ** to place 
him in the ^rilunes^ er in the feats xit the extremity of 
the hall.'* It appears, therefore, that he was far 

from 
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from fufpeding that the King was about to be de* 
gxaded and punifhed. 

Cambon was appointed, by the fame department^ 
a deputy to the Convention. He evinced, during 
the new Legiflature, the (leadinefs of his principles,, 
and gave proof of his prudence upon the enfnaring 
motion for fending to the army of Cuftine, the Fe- 
deres who had aflifted the Fauxbourg St. Antoioe^ 
on the 10th of Auguft. He violently oppofed that 
meafure, as tending to expofe the Convention to the 
infolence of the dregs of the people ; for he had had 
frequent occafion to lament the tyranny with which 
the preceding AlFembly had been treated by the 
Fauxbourgs and the Commune, and moved there** 
fore " that they fhoulJ not leave Paris before an- 
other fufEcient force was eftablifhed to fecure the 
dignity of the Legiflature." 

When a Republican Government was determined 
on, and the Conftitution of 1793 accepted by the 
people, Cambon became a thorough Republican, and 
^s ftrongly fupported the new order of things, as he 
had before maintained the limited Monarchy. Like 
many others, he was fully fenfible that a Republic, 
created by tne patriots from defpair, and oppofed by 
fo many foreign and domeftic enemies, flood in need 
of rigorous and violent meafures for its fupport. If, 
therefore, Robefpierre and his Committee, by their 
critical pofition, were compelled (as has been pre* 
tended) to adopt terrible meafures in their political 
and judicial proceedings, Cambon was no lefs under 
a neceility to become a Robefpierre in his admini-^ 
.- Vol. I. U ftx^ViaTL 
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ftration of finances. He was the inventor of the 
forced acceptance of the ajftgnats^ of the navigation 
aft, and of the grand livre ; the propofer of the fe- 
queftratlon of foreign property, of the maximum, znd 
of the requifitions. Thefe violent meafures he fiip- 
pofcd to be the only means by which the French Re- 
public could be prevented from finking under the ex- 
cept ve warfare which (he was compelled to wage 
ggainft all Europe. 

After the fall of Robcfpicrre, when the Thermi- 
dorian Revoltition bad induced a political re-adfton, 
Cambon, with Thuriot, manfully defended Barrere, 
and the o^ber fix deputies, ^gainfl: the 26th article 
«f denunciation brought forward by Lecaintre de Fer* 
JoHles. It was not before the month of November, 
1794, that he himfelf was ptjblicly attacked on the 
fubjeil of the fecret and confidential expences of the 
Committee of Public Safety, He did not vouchfafe 
to vindicate himfelf from Tallien*s accufation in a 
fegular way, his only words were — ** My }>ead /V, 
perhaps f conftgned to the guillotine : but as to thee^ tremble ^ 
villain ; all France knows thee,** Speedily afterwardsi 
the maximum^ the requifltions, and all the old finan- 
cial laws, were repealed; and although Cambon 
was permitted to continue in the Committee of Fi- 
nances, no attention was paid to his fchemes or ad- 
vice; he was, indeed, expofed to public derifion, 
and the word Cambonifer was invented as a term of 
ridicule and reproach. 

The 1 2th of Germinal has-been called the pro- 
fcription of Robejfdcrri stall (la qwuede R<iheffierre)\ 

and 
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ftnd Caiiiboii was, with others, decreed to be ia » 
iiate of accufation; but wafs f()rtufia>^ enough to 
make his e(cape> and tafke refuge in the Fauxbourg 
St. Aiitoinc^ To avenge himfclf agfiinft his eneiniefi^ 
he ftirred up the inhabitants of that dHlria to the 
famous infurredion of the firft of Prairial,.in which 
Ferrand was killed in the hall of the Convention. 

During the whole fummer of that year, (1795) 
Gambon fecretcd himfelf in the Fauxbourg, and did 
not appear till November, when a general amnefty 
had bee;i decreed for all revolutionary crimes. Hm 
took advantage of the liberty of the prefs, which had 
been Ain£iioned by the Conftitution, to write a judU 
cious pamphlet, (hewing that the defertion of hit 
financial fyflem had produced the bankruptcy of th# 
national a(ngnats« He foon afterwards^ retired tt^ 
Montjpellier, where he nowieCdcs, and is prefident 
of the municipality. 

Cambon is about 45 years of age, of the middbl 
ftature, plain in his drefs, and unaffected in his dl& 
courfe. In his perfon, he is faid to refemble that 
amiable and refpediable man, Mr. Martin, membeir 
for Tewkfbury. 

GENERAL DUM^OURICZ. 

The career of this officer was (hort, but it muft 
be allowed to have been fplendid. At one critical 
period he fixed the deftlnies of France, at another^ 
he had nearly overturned the mighty labours of his. 
own genius ; and fuch is the fingularity of his for* 
tune, that he is now equally detcfted by the Royal- 

U Z N^^ 
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ifts, whom he oppofed, and by the Republicans whom 
be fo powerfully aflifted. 

Charles Francis Dumouriez was born at Cam- 
bray, in French Flanders, on the 25th of January, 
1739. His father,who had ferved in the army du- 
ring his youth, but afterwards followed the more 
profitable employment of a commiflary, became his 
inftnidlor, and feems to have been at uncommon 
pains relative to his education. On being fent to 
the college of Louis le Grand, he evinced a moft ar- 
dent defire to become a Jefuit ; but his friends hav- 
ing difluaded him from this, he declared in favour of 
the law; here alfo he was difappointed a fecond 
time in the objeS of his choice; at length he be- 
came a foldier, and this, perhaps, was the profeffion 
bed fuited to his temper and his genius. 

After ferving for fome time as a volunteer in the 
regiment of Defcars, he procured a commiflion. On 
the evening before the French army was attacked at 
Clofter Camp, by the prefent Duke of BrunC- 
wick,* Dumouriez happening to be out on a rc- 
connoitering party, after a gallant refiftance, was 
taken prifoner by the Baron de Behr, one of his 
aides-de-camp, and he dates his rife from this cir- 
cumftance ; for his Highnefs treated him with great 
refpeft, and actually fent him back to his general, 
with a letter replete wiih his praife. It is a curious 
coincidence of circumftances, that Dumouriez fliould 

* He was at that time known by the title of Hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick. 

command 
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command an army againfl his benefador, tbirty-twa 
years afterwards^ and actually oblige him to retke 
from Champagne. 

Soon ^fter this he obtained the irevef rank of a 
captain of horfe ; but at the peace of 1763, he was^ 
difmifled, along with a multitude of other brave offi^ 
VtTSf with a Croix de St. Louis \ a pcnfion, which like 
mod of the meritorious rezuards under the monarchy^, 
was never paid ; and a body fcarred with wounds,, 
this young foldier having received no fewer than two- 
and twenty! 

Happening to obtain the p^ronage of the EHtke 
de ChoTfeul, then prime miniileT> he travelled through 
Spain and Portugal, and feems to have been employ- 
ed in tranfmitting military details relative to botft 
Hxtit counuies. 

In 1768 he was recalled, and fcntto Corfica, the 
French con ft at that period having difpatched aa 
army thither, without ally rcafonabk pretext, but 
merely with a view of lubjugating the brave iflan^ 
ders, and adding their territory to the monarchy* 
Although Dumouriez ferved there as quarter-maftet 
general, and repeatedly diftinguiOied himfelf by his 
perfbnal bravery and military talents, be has often 
been heard to Ument that he ihould have engaged ia 
fo unjuft a coateft« 

: In 1770 he was ordered to Poland by the Duke dc 
Choifeol, and while in that country organized the 
troops, furniihed the Aippliesi and regulated the af? 
fairs of thd infiugents^ who were openly fupportoil 

U3 bl 
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by France. On the death of his patron he was, 
however, recalled, and^on hid-jcturn to his native 
country, was (hut up for a confiderable time in the 
Badille. Soon after his releafe he married, and re- 
iided at Cherbourg, of which he was appointed 
commandant. 

Being' of an aSive and enterprifing.difpofition, he 
lurned his thoughts, during the American war, to 
an invafion of Great Britain, and adually planned a 
defcent on the Ifle of Wight in 1778. 

On the Revolution Dumouriez joined the patriots; 
this however does hot feem to have taken place, un- 
til he perceived the imbecility of the court, and faw 
that the former muft triumph. In confequence of 
his profedlons, he was admitted into the cabinet, 
and foon contrived, by means of his intrigues with 
the Qiieen, to \urn out the BriiTotins. After a ihort 
adminiftration of three or four months, as Minifter 
for Foreign Affairs, and of as many days at the head 
of the war department, he himfelf was obliged to re- 
(ign, in confequence of the treachery of a great per- 
fonage. On this he left Paris, joined the army, was 
at firft treated with hauteur by Luckner, but at length 
inverted with the command of the camp at Maulde, 
where he foon diftinguifhed himfelf, by reftoring dif*- 
cipline, and refuming ofFenfive meafures. 

The conduft of Lafayette having filled the minds 
of the Conftitutionalifts with a fufpicion, Dumou- 
riezj on the defe£lion of that general, was entrufted 
*viih the como^and of the army, deftined to Cave his 
I ^ ' native 



GENERAL DUMOUHIEZ. 439 

native country. With about 19,000 troops, iinac- 
ciiftomed to fervice, he took poft at Grandp,e, in 
4he foreft of Argonne, and flopped the progrefs of the 
'combined forces, confifting of rival nations, headed 
by the moft celebrated general in Europe. 

The famous battle of Jemappe was the firft deci- 
five vi£lory gained by France, (for fhe owed her 
fafcty to the retreat of the grand army) and thecon.- 
queft of the Auftrian Netherlands followed as a mat- 
ter of courfe. The fubfequent exploits of Dumou- 
riez were lefs brilliant : his vidlories he owes folely 
to himfelf, and his defeats are attributed by him to 

• the minifter Pache, and the deputy Cambon, the 
firft of whom deftrpyed the army by withholding ne* 
cefiTaries, while the latter aroufed a fatal fpirit of dif- 
content in the provinces, by the fyftcm of contribu- 
tions and exaflions. 

At length the determined enemy of the emigrants, 
emigrated himfelf ! But as he could not prevail on 
many of his army to accompany him, the Auftrkns 
received him very coolly. 

Dumouriez now refidesat Kiel, in Holftein, where 
he earns his bread by his pen, full as honourably as 
evcrhe did with his fword. He is engaged as one 
of the writers in a French journal printed in Ger- 

' many, and is the author of itiany (Publications, fuch 
as Tableau Speculattfde V Europe^ a Hiftory of his own 

-Life, in three volumes, Svo.an Account of Portugal, 
4to. a Pamphlet in Reply to Camus, a Political View 
of France, a LeUer to the tranflator of his Life, and ^ 

-* U 2 Dv^Qk^^ 
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Dialogue between BiUaud de Varenne and Barthei 
Icmy, the Direflor, refpefting the Defedion of th« 
latter. The Parifian wits, alluding to his own hif* 
tory, obferve, that ** treachery and treafon are traced 
In this performance with the hand of a mailer!" 
However, with all his errors and all brs faults, poftg* 
l-ity Will probably confider Dumouriez as a greal 
(inan* 

GENERAL HOCHE. 

When we contemplate his birth, his education, and 
his family, on one hand, and refle<3 on the high fitua* 
tion to which he rofe, on the other, it will require litilt 
hefitation to pronounce this general one of the moft 
fortunate men of our own, or perhaps any age. 

The father of Lazare Hoche occupied a menial 
Ration about the hounds of Louis XV. ; he himfclf 
Was born June 14th, 1768, and his mother dying foon 
lifter, his fituation became extremely critical, for the 
remaining pareut was unable to give him any educa- 
tion. An aunt, who kept a green-ftall, at length 
undertook to bring him up ; but he was fo wild as to 
reap very little benefit from a day-fchool, to which 
he had been fent. At length, a clergyman taking a 
fancy to him, he became a chorifter ; but that not 
fuiting his difpofition, he found means to procure a 
place in the royal {tables, as under groom. 

At that period fome books of a romantic caft hap- 
pened to fall in his way, and he conceived the idea 
of repairing to the Eaft Indies^ with a view of bet- 
tering 
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tcfing his fortune. After experiencing a difappoint- 
ment, in refpefl to this favourite objeft, he at length 
enlifted in the French Guards, and became a foldier. 

The exercife, &c. fo difficult toother recruits, foon 
became familiar to him \ he was conGdered as one 
of the mod fpruce grenadiers of the whole battalion ; 
and, in a ihort time, was employed as a drill ferjeant^ 
for which fituation he was now admirably qualified* 
In fine, he aUained fuch eminence, and difplayed f6 
much (kill, that he was pitched upon to teach tho 
new manoeuvres to his companions. The £rft (hare . 
that the French Guards had in the Revolution, is 
well known to every body. Hoche, like the reft of 
his fellow foldiers, found his pulfe beat high at the 
magical found.of liberty, and he became firft one of 
the aflailants, and, finally, one of the vi£lors of the 
Baftille. This event did not hurt his preferment, 
for on the new organization of the army by Lafa- 
yette, we find him promoted to an adjutancy. 

Soon after this he diftinguiihed himfelf fo much 
during a review, that the *War Minifter made him 
a lieutenant in the regiment of Roergue. He was 
ftationed in Thionville, during the fiege of that 
town ; and, if we are to credit report, performed 
prodigies of valour on that occafion. 

Happening to be fent with the difpatches from 
General Laveneur, to the Executive Council at 
Paris, he difplayed fuch talents and penetration, that 

■■■■ - ' '■ ' = ■ ■ ■ I m 
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it was determined ta promote him to a higher rank. 
He accordingly became captain, lieutenant -colonel, 
and adjutant-general in proceflion, and in the laft ca« 
pacity was difpatched to Dunkirk, at that time be- 
£eged by the Duke of York. 

The rcprefcntatives then on miffion inftantly elt^ 
vated him to the rank of chffae brigade, and he wai 
-^cntrufted with the fuperiotendencc of the camp of 
Rofendall. There, as before, he acquired theconS- 
dence 6f his fuperiors, and after obtaining a com- 
miflion as general of divifion, at the age of a5, he 
was nominated to the command of the army of the 
Mofellew 

Inthisiituation it was his fortune to be oppofed 
by the Duke of firunfwick, formerly celebrated ai 
the greateft warrior of modern times ; but Hoche 
pafTed the Sarre, in the face of his army, and taught 
him, on the heights of Kayferflautem, that a man, 
young enough in point of years to be his grandfon, 
was not his inferior in the art of war. 

After raifing the blockade of Landau, hopes wert 
held out to the viSor, of being placed at the head of 
the army of Italy ; but he had incurred the fufpicion 
of St. Juft and Robefpierre, and, having been arretted 
by ftratagem, was condufted a prifoner to Paris. 

After a long and rigorous confinement, the Tlt^r- 
mldorian Revolution at length occurred, and Hoche, 
iwith a multitude of other brave men, was fet free. 
He was nearly at the fame time appointed to the com- 
mand of the army of Cherbourg, and gave fo much 

fat is- 
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fatisfa£lion in that (latlony that he was confidered as 
the proper perfon to put an end to the WKof La Fen*' 
die. Being invefted with this important miffion, ho 
now acquired as much glory by his humanity> as ho 
had formerly done by his valour. He began by re*. 
ftoring difcipline to his troops^ and confidence to the 
unhappy natives ; and he ended by completely fub^ 
duing all the rebellious chieftains. Tli||^4)is meair 
fures were efHcacious on this occafion^ the fuhfequenl 
condud of the inhabitants, and prefent quiet of'^tho 
infurgent departments demonfirate, beyond the pof« 
fibility of a doubt. 

It was aifo fehe misfortune of the unhappy emU 
grants, who landed at Qtiiberouy that he was oppofed 
to them ; humanjty ,will not permit the dwelling on, 
the cataftrophe tharenfued ! 

After this, a new career of glory opened before; 
him. He was advanced firft to the command of the 
army of the Sambre and Meufe,. and then to that o£ 
the Rhine and Mofelle. The iiiVafion of the fiftet 
kingdom, had always been a favourite object with 
him, and he at length formed " the army of Ireland." 
Nay, he adually embarked on an expedition againft 
that ifland,,but, happily for this country, never land<* 
ed there ; for a violent tempeft fcattered his fleet, and 
put an end to his proje6ls. 

Soon after this, he was. iippointed Secretary at 
War, and took an adive part in what has beei> 
termed the Fru^idorian Revolution. 

His laft cooxoiajid was that of the army of' the 
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Rhine, where he was feized with a mortal diforder, 
that put a Mriod to his life on the 30th Fruftidory 

1797- 

• The funeral of Hoche lias not been equalled, in 

J)oint of grandeur, perhaps, in modern times. Two 
rival armies, thofe of Auftria and France, afTifled at 
the ceretaony. Six ftandards, carried by chofen offi- 
cers, exhi|j^ited the catalogue of his exploits ; crowns 
of oak and of laurel were placed upon his coffin ; the 
cannon of the camps and fortrelTes announced the 
doleful ceremony ; Lcfebvre, Championnet, and 
Grenier, delivered orations over the dead body; 
while; 16 conclude the whole, a fipple grenadier, 
darting from the ranks, and extending his arm, 
threw a garland into the grave, exclaiming at the 

fame time : 

• <* Hochc ! I prefent you this, in the name of the army, whom 
you taught to conquer.'* 
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